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hen I started as 
Editor at QX over 
eleven years ago I 
was 26 years old, and 
(admittedly) more 
than a little nervous. 
I remember sitting at 
my desk on that first 

day reading the two pages of notes I’d been 
left thinking, “OK, so what happens now?”

I’d written occasional club reviews 
and the odd feature for the company. I 
also edited their short-lived naughtier 
little brother rag, QC, which was 
basically the escorts and classifieds 
section removed from QX, but with a 
few pages of token editorial thrown in 
to justify calling it a magazine. 

When former Editor Keith McDonnell 
(see page 57) left his post, publishers Tony 
Claffey and Ben Schubert (page 50) asked 

me to take on the role. A whole staff 
changeover followed, with a new design 
and sales team coming on board. 

At the time QX was a very different 
magazine. It represented a gay scene 
that was in transition. Where once club 
promoters and bar owners threw parties 
out of a desire to create a scene, that scene 
was now established and it had become a 
business. That’s not to say the love of it had 
gone from those who were formative in its 
creation, but the scene had simply grown-
up and was now no longer establishing 
its roots. Vauxhall had made its mark. 
East London was about to explode. So, I 
decided, it was time for QX to evolve, too. 

With our capital emerging as the world’s 
most popular city, I looked towards 
established magazines like Time Out and 
other listings and events publications. 
What QX needed to become was the 

go-to guide for gay London. Obviously, it 
needed to carry club and bar news with 
photos from the previous weekend’s 
events, and all the relevant advertising 
that accompanied it. It also had to reflect 
what is still an underrated aspect of 
London’s performance culture, namely 
the thriving gay cabaret scene, be it the 
more traditional style or its more avant-
garde alternative.  

Also, if you wanted to find out what the 
latest gay-theme films, theatre and arts 
events were, QX needed to continue to 
highlight those. And equally as important, 
we needed to carry on representing all the 
injustices that LGBT people face here in 
London, around the UK and the world. 

So, yep, we needed to do all of that in 
one magazine, every week. And, I’d like to 
think – most weeks, at least – we continue 
to achieve that today. 

By Cliff Joannou

W

here is a lot that I am proud of 
during my eleven years at QX. 
(Eleven-fucking-years. You get 
less for murder, I’ve always 
said. Luckily, I never resorted 
to that. Yet.) It’s been fun, to 
say the least. Trashy, messy, 

noisy, boisterous, stressful, but totally, always, 
fun. (Well, mostly.) 

I found that in order to counteract the shallower 
and oft unnecessarily bitchy aspects of the job that 
come with the territory of working in late night 
London, I drew a reassurance from ensuring QX 
remained a champion of fighting for the community 
wherever it needed it. So, when you remove all 
the excess glitter, peel back the false lashes, stare 
at the past in all its nakedness and ignore the petty 
grievances of the occasional club/bar promoter 
wars, there are some memories that stand out as 
my proudest moments.

Like, when the GHB/GBL issue reached crisis 
point and clubs were under serious threat 
of closure, I gathered the venue owners and 
promoters into the basement of the Village bar in 
Soho to discuss the issue and coordinate a joint 
strategy on how to address the issue. QX later lent 
its support to the Vauxhall Gay Business Forum’s 
‘Drug Idle’ programme in which we staged a series 
of events to discuss drug use in an open and light-

hearted format - all spectacularly hosted by a 
dragged-up Stewart Who?

And how, with Matt Joshua (my Drag 
Godmother who taught me everything I didn’t 
need to know about wigs and heels), I organised 
the Editor’s Ball on the Battersea Barge 
that raised over £800 for the British Heart 
Foundation. 

There is also being invited by Downing Street to 
meet with the Prime Minister’s advisors to discuss 
Government policy in terms of LGBT issues.

I also staged London’s first Drag Roasts, 
raising money for the THT (a third event is 
coming in September!). 

Last year, with my Assistant Editor Patrick 
Cash and Jeremy Joseph from G-A-Y, we entered 
Tough Mudder in support of the Elton John AIDS 
Foundation (top, left). 

Finally, in September 2013, with the help of 
Peter Tatchell and All-Out, we organised a rally 
outside Downing Street to support Russian 
LGBT people (bottom, left). The Home Office 
invited us to meet with them, and as a result 
the issue was raised by Prime Minister David 
Cameron directly with President Putin at the 
G20 summit. 

Why these moments? Because this is QX, and 
we like to think and drink. (And I have a few sins 
to atone for…)

T
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ssentially, QX is a 
collection of people 
from different 
backgrounds and 
experiences that 
somehow collide 
each week to put a 
magazine out. We’re 

a random bunch of gays and token couple 
of girls that spend the week bitching about 
the latest JLo record, while casting sideways 
glances at why/how Kim Kardashian is still 
considered relevant. To see us out at the 
weekend, it’s a wonder how we manage to 
create what I firmly believe is the greatest 
FREE gay magazine on Planet Earth. 

Considering what we churn out every 
week, we have a tiny team compared to 
other publications. 

We have only two permanent editorial 
staff: newbie Patrick Cash as Assistant 
Editor and myself, as Editor. Patrick joined 
a little over a year ago, and his zeal for 
writing is only matched by his enthusiasm 
to give anything a go. When he’s not 

churning our features on issues like gay 
marriage or interviewing people on what 
it’s like to grow up gay and Muslim, he’s 
producing his own plays, hosting a twice-
monthly Spoken Word night at Vogue 
Fabrics or producing events like ‘Let’s Talk 
About Sex & Drugs’. 

Our designers are a crazy bunch, too. 
Janne Öijer, who designs the bulk of 
QX, is our resident Swedish graphic 
maestro. What he does with a page of 
text and a few images of DJs forever 
leaves me utterly impressed. He can’t 
string a sentence together after a few 
beers, but he knows how to click his 
mouse in all the right places. 

Suren Gunpath has been with QX 
since Jesus was feeding the five thousand 
and Moses was parting the seas. He’s also 
heavily involved with design, twerks the 
adverts that tell you where it’s all at, and is 
the person that stays back when everyone 
else has fucked-off home on a Tuesday to 
make sure the printers have received every 
page. A true saint.

Our third designer is our resident East 
European import, Ras Palencar, who 

designs our dirty little brother mag, 
QXMEN. When he’s not admiring the 
aesthetic benefits of the male arse for 
that mag or grouching about his last date, 
he’s loading the content of QX onto our 
website, qxmagazine.com.

Over in the advertising department, is 
our Sales Manager Chris Colman. He’s 
the one that hassles the clients every week 
for advertising. He brings in the bucks, and 
I spend it. His technical knowledge has 
also helped bring QX into the 21st century 
with the development of two iPhone apps, 
our website, weekly newsletters and more 
to come. He’s a geek without the freak. I 
like to play games with his OCD that leave 
subconscious scars on his psyche. 

James Egan joined us last year in Sales. 
When he’s not hounding us with Britney 
“classics” and amusing us with his outfits, 
he’s found either propping up the bar at 
East Bloc or hassling advertisers to part 
with their dollars. 

When Michael Smith is not editing 
QXMEN, he’s holding the office together 

as office manager. Which is no easy task as 
QX Towers was constructed shortly after 
the Battle of Hastings, and the Blue-Tac 
that presently used to keep the roof on is 
getting more brittle with each passing day. 

Our resident madam Russell Reeks 
maintains the classifieds section. He’s seen 
more cock on screen than Pam Ann’s had 
up her gusset. Yet still he maintains his 
calm and serenity. 

Francisco Serrano and Stacey 
Cowen keep the money coming in over 
in the accounts department, as well as 
delivering their own bursts of sunshine 
during the days that they grace us with 
their presence and numerical skills. 

And, last but not least, our Editorial 
Assistant Anthony Gilét, whose job 
it is to churn out some of the more 
mundane aspects of the magazine, yet 
still manages to deliver it with a sense of 
panache that is only rivaled by his often 
‘creative’ dress code. 

That’s the folks that reside in QX 
Towers. Outside, we have a swarm of 
regular contributors that all deserve 
a mention…

First and foremost is Chris Jepson, our 
tireless photographer that has been with us 
for some ten years now. He’s as much a part 
of our family as the glue that we sniff to get 
us through press day. He’s been in more clubs 
and photographed more drunk trannies than 
Madonna’s had facelifts and fillers. 

We love our other regular photographers, 
too. Joel Ryder and Mark Storey deserve 
medals for services to reportage and seeing 
things that nobody should ever have to through 
the magnifying lens of a camera. 

Our club writers such as Chris John and 
Tom Whelehan tirelessly attend events in 
the name of free guest lists and the handful of 
peanuts that we pay them.

Who else? Our film critic Jack Leger for his 
continual obsession with the movies, be they 
gay or otherwise. To the legendary Princess 
Julia and Dusty O for gracing our pages with 
their musical observations and general timeless 
fabulousness. We are in awe of their grace and 
the light shines out of their mascara. And, of 
course, Dr Alex Vass who has given us more 
insight into anal warts than is necessary. 

And those who came before…
What we don’t have enough space for is all 
the MANY people who along the years have 
given their skills to QX in one-way or another. 
Talented photographers like Jay Eff and 
David Rothwell, whose images typified a 
style of QX cover for its first decade. People 
like past scene photographer Munnoo. Staff, 
writers and contributors Andy Neill (who 
delivered the unsurpassable humour of Gay 
Scene Head Office), Marion Wylie, Sasha 
Selavie, The Chelsea Boys, David 
McGillivray, Darren Palfrey, Donald 
Urquhart, Mark Moore, Alan X, Brent 
Nicholls, Steve Pitron and endless others! 

Last, but absolutely no means least, there is, 
of course, former Editors Stewart Who? 
and Keith McDonnell and Deputy Editors 
Matt Joshua and Lee Dalloway who left 
their indelible mark on QX today. We are 
eternally grateful to you all! 

c l u b s  |  b a r s  |  c a b a r e t  |  l i f e
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...Happy New Year’s Weave!

The trashy 

T-Gurls at QX

wish you 

all a...
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The ‘who does she think she is’ of QX in 2014
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For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 38-42 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com

 4

09/05/14: Camp Attack - Eurovision Special

Win front row seats to the  
Eurovision Song Contest!

What’s the only thing camper than Camp Attack? Eurovision, duh. So fans 
of the club night will most likely be well up for this night where courtesy 

of Gay Star News and Visit Denmark, you could win front row 
tickets to the huge event in Copenhagen. You better bring your passport 
and toothbrush – because the two winners will be heading straight to the 
airport! Then enjoy your plush hotel, tour and of course, the contest. The 
rules to enter are pretty simple:

Rule 1 - Bring your passports & overnight bag. You can’t enter without 
them!

Rule 2 -
on stage with two lucky winners going from the stage, into a taxi, to the 

Heaven, Villiers Street, WC2N 6NG. 11pm-4am. Discount wristbands from 
G-A-Y Bar.

For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store

Molly (UK)

Ruth Lorenzo (Spain)

09/05/14: Bump
After a fantastic launch party last Friday, Bump returns to its 
Leicester Square penthouse party space again this Friday 

Ale Amaral and Gretta Gargola. 
Hosted by the always inimitably dressed Chrissy Darling, 
uber-cute Welsey Marilio and exotic Luke Laffelle, it 
promises another smash for the doyens of Soho…  

Rise, 1 Leicester Square, Soho, WC2H 7NA. 9pm-3am. £10 (£6 
concs/student). 

09/05/14: Hot Gay Techno

good music and good vibes to the laser basement. 
Residents Greg Lowe and Greg Spencer are 
joined by special guests Silk 86 in the basement 
whilst upstairs the techno continues with Miltos B, 
Wandson Maxx and Mikki Most for Nancy’s.  

Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland Road, E8 2PB. 
9pm-3am. Free before 11pm, £5 after. 

09/04/14: Street Porno Sex Trash: Night Of The Hustler
Street Porno Sex Trash (the cult Tumblr blog) has moved from the world of internet 

including Sina Sparrow 
80s electric, dirty indie and new wave to slutty R’n’B. There’ll also be an amateur 
gogo contest, where the organisers are currently recruiting exhibitionists for a naked 
ballet, plus the end of night smooch record. The theme is a celebration of the fast 
disappearing sleazy under-belly of Soho!  

Vogue Fabrics, 66 Stoke Newington Road, N16 7XB. 10pm-3am. £5. 

Sanna Niel (Sweden)
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10/05/14: Dish
Returning to East Bloc once more, it’s 
everybody’s favourite meal; a broth of 
buff boys and bumping beats. Head Chef 
Tom Stephan will undoubtedly be 
setting the main room alight, along with 
Borja Pena, Ollywood, Cathal 
O’Brien and Q Boy. With lovely 

La Paquena returning for hosting 
duties. But the question is, with 

so much on the menu, what will 
you be getting your lips around?  

East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm–6am. £7 b4 

midnight, £10 after. 

Tom Stephan

09/05/14: SEPM
DJ Borja Pena joins the fun and favourite calendar gurl A Man To Pet gives a live show 

trannies and Sharp Shock head Peter Fingleton celebrating his birthday, alongside 
Michael Stephens and Kevin Kauer bringing beats.  

Tom Tom Tom TomTom Tom TomTomomTomTTomomm StepStepStepStepStepStepepStepStStepStepStepStepStephanhanhanhanhananhanhanhanhananhanhanhhanhanhanhannh nnnnnannaannhanannnan

Borja Pena

Larry Tee
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10/05/14: Rita 
Ora @ G-A-Y
The last time Rita Ora 
performed at G-A-Y, she’d 
been churning out the 
number one hits left, right 
and centre – hopefully her 
latest single won’t ‘let her 
down’ (see what we did 
there?). And with a catchy 
camp-as-tits beat, we’re sure 
she’ll have the full support of 
the gays. We for one, will be 
at the front of the stage 
– but that’s just ‘How 
We Do’.  

Heaven, Under the Arches, 
Villiers Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2H 6NG. 
10.30pm-5am. Discount 
wristbands from G-A-Y Bar.
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10/04/14: Debbie
One of the city’s best-loved ‘female singer 
dedicated’ club nights, returns with DJs Sina 

Sparrow and Bitchcakes teaming up with the 
almost inconceivably famous new TV superstars 

Best City Fashion (Live Fontaine, 
Shy-Charles and Ned Alderwick) 
who will be performing on stage, as well as 
guest DJ-ing! Expect the likes of Blondie, 
Beyonce, Cheryl Lynn, Robyn, Grace Jones, 
Neneh Cherry, Stevie Nicks, Kate Bush, 
Hole, PJ Harvey, The Bangles, The Go-Gos, 
Britney Spears, and many more!  

The Resistance Gallery, 265 Poyser Street, 
Bethnal Green, E2 9RF. 10pm-late. £3.

10/05/14: XXL - Eurovision
So while the rest of the scene throws OTT parties in homage to Eurovision, you 
can always count on XXL to keep it butch and manly, right? Wrong. It turns out 

the bears love watching various European countries embarrass themselves as 
much as everyone else. This week they’ll be opening early so you 

your faves Christian M, Andy Almighty, Joe Egg, 
Stewart Styles, Alex Logan and Mark Ames.  

Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, Southbank, SE1 7UP. 
8pm–8am. Members £8, guests £15. 

Andy Almighty

Joe Egg
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10/05/14: Tranny Shack & 
Stunners
Trannyshack South and Stunners return 
to Eagle for their monthly party of fun 
and naughtiness. The Very Miss Dusty 
O is matriarch with Lloyd Dixon, 
Tasty Tim and Colin Cooper on 
DJ rotation spinning everything from 60s 
swing, 70s disco, reggae, pop, cheese and 
handbag. Your glamorous hostmesses are 
the hotness that are Silver Summers, 
Adam Baker and Ritzy Crackers. 
Plus this month they have not one, not 
two but three of the stars from the 2014 
Tranny Academy, and a whole lot of drag 
for your handbag! 
 
The Eagle London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-4am. Free before 
10pm, £6 and £8. 

10/05/14: Queer Nation
Bringing the soulful house sounds back to Barcode. DJs Supadon 
and Mista Pierre spin classic house sounds in the Main Room as 
Big John Freeman works Room 2 with a fusion of disco, R’n’B 
and house. Music for your mind, body and soul!
 
Barcode, 69 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7DP. 11pm-6am. £6 b4 
12.30am with the QX ADVERT/£8 after. 

Every Friday: Fitladz
Fitladz is one of Vauxhall’s premier contact cruise and gay dance parties, packing 

its home of Barcode Vauxhall out each week, where you can party on down to 
some of the best beats in the business amongst some of the hottest guys! And if 

literally can’t wait to get home, then a little trip upstairs to the ‘dark’ gallery 
might be in order! 

Barcode, 69 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 10pm-superlate. 

Silver Summers
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Dusty O Lloyd Dixon

Mista Pierre
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LISA STANSFIELD @ 
G-A-Y 

03/04/14
Heaven, under the 

Arches, Villiers Street, 
Charing Cross,  

WC2N 6NG

WORDS BY
LEE DALLOWAY

 PHOTOS BY 
JOEL RYDER

WE’VE ‘BEEN ALL AROUND THE WORLD’ (we’ll give you 

that one for free), but have met few performers ‘So 

Natural’ and effortless as the divine Lisa Stansfield. 

Proving you can’t keep a good diva down, Ms S has 24 

million album sales under her belt and last weekend at 

G-A-Y proved ‘This is the Right Time’ for her to sashay 

back into the world of pop. Looking resplendent in a 

stunning mesh dress and matching veil, Lisa won 

over the throng of partying gays despite being 

‘All Woman’. Owning the Saturday night 

stage, thankfully there was no ‘Change’ 

when it comes to that killer voice. 

In terms of talent, this lady is ‘The 

Real Thing’ and ‘You Can’t Deny It’. 

But ‘People, Hold On’ – we can’t 

allow this diva to disappear for 

so long again and thank goddess 

that G-A-Y educated a whole 

new generation to the world of 

Stansfield and her northern charms. 

Lady Lisa, you smashed it and 

we’re ‘Never, Never 

Gonna Give You Up’. 
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Rise,  
1 Leicester Square, 

WC2H 7BL
WORDS BY 

TOM REDKID
PHOTOS BY 

JOEL RYDER

THINGS WENT BUMP in the 

night way up high in the 

Soho sky at the hottest 

launch night of the 

season.

Manbar’s main man, 

Chris Amos and producer 

Wesley Marilio had the 

Penthouse at Rise shaking 

its groove thang with a new 

state-of-the-art sound system 

rattling the floor-to-ceiling 

windows. We bumped, humped and 

fogged up the glass as the Leicester Square punters five 

floors below craned their necks and drooled. 

A world launch demanded the planet’s best DJs and 

Amos scoured the four corners of the earth to serve up an 

international buffet at our room at the top: Ale Amaral (!), 

Aussie Brent Nicholls, Spain’s gorgeous Greta Gargola and 

even our host Chris Amos ‘bumped up the jams’ with a 

swirly mash-up of pop, deep house disco and dirt-on-the-

knees funk.

Our hosts, the indefinable Chrissy Darling and Alex 

Mercurio gave the tourists something to write home about 

while shameless scene-stealer and fashionista Brook 

London had ‘em running for cover if they dared look 

him in the eyes.

The humpiest muscle-hunks in town hulked 

about in their tighty-whiteys and seam-stretchin’ 

speedos courtesy of sponsors CloneZone and 

ES, Spain’s premium underwear/swimwear 

label, prompting one outside viewer 

gazing up at the wiggling muscle-buns 

shmooshed against the sweaty 

windows: “They have a pool up 

there?” 

Yes, they do. Dive right in, 

baby!

 16161611616166661661611616666111616161616111111111111111111166111111111111





SONGS OF PRAISE
03/04/14

East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN

WORDS BY 
JAMES EGAN

PHOTOS BY 
DOS PHOTOS

ON SATURDAY NIGHT, we 

put on our Sunday best 

to attend the hot-house 

of worship, East Bloc, 

for Songs of Praise: 

Loverboy. 

A time to give 

thanks to the holiest 

deities of pop music, 

high priest Neil Prince, 

deacon David Oh and the 

saintly Sugalow Boys led the 

congregation in a jam-packed, 

sweaty sermon which paid tribute to the likes of Rhi-

sus Christ, The Virgin (Mariah) Carey and of 

course, the Holy (Britney) Spearit.

After a few communion wines, we 

made a pilgrimage to Room 2 where 

Beirut’s finest, Richard Kahwagi, 

was throwing down the most sinful 

disco-electro delights, while in 

Room 3 our favourite Loverboy, 

Michael Turnbull and altar boy Ian 

Watt of I Am A Camera, gave us 

a religious experience popping our 

pussies in a most ungodly way to the 

Queen Bey, Li’l Kim and more.

Once again, the Songs of Praise crew 

delivered an unforgettable monthly musical 

mass, where we committed a multitude of 

sins with the many, many hot boys on the 

dancefloor. I don’t think the Lord would 

mind though, we were screaming his 

name the whole time. 
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WORDS BY
ANTHONY GILÉT
 PHOTOS BY
MARK STOREY

BANK HOLIDAY WEEKENDS are to hedonistic gay clubbers, 

what Hanukkah is to the Jewish, or Christmas is to the 

Christians; i.e. the holy grail in their social calendar. That 

one extra day off work means they can go all out on the 

Sunday without having to call in sick from some random 

party on the Monday morning. And this time As One were 

pulling out all the stops with an International Edition 

of their party; one complex, over a dozen brands and a 

whole load of global DJs. As we arrived, Fire had more gay 

men inside it than Cher’s phonebook, and what with WE 

Party taking over the main room with DJs D’Johnny, Steve 

Pitron, Manuel De Diego serving some of the best mixes 

we’ve heard since our last summer in ‘Beefa, we were 

ready to dive into that sea of slippery sexy sluts. The main 

room later transformed into Circuit with DJs Fabio Luigi 

and Lydia Sanz on the decks. 

Fat Tony was in the mirror arch representing Orange, 

while Maze&Masters represented Gravity (and did 

us proud) with quality sets that showed the world 

how London does it *dusts off shoulders*. With the 

atmosphere buzzing and more types of house music 

than you have dance moves; we were forced to throw 

out shapes we didn’t even know existed. But it wasn’t all 
house music, Trannyshack had one of the cosier archways 

where pop lovers were giving even the biggest drag divas 

a run for their money. So, an amazing night with sounds 

from plenty of huge global talent, and we burned a crap 

load of calories! OK, yeah we can see why it’s the holy 

grail. But please, don’t wake us up ‘til Friday... or, 

the next Bank Holiday. 

AS ONE
04/04/14

Fire, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall,  

SW8 1RT
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WORDS BY 
TOM REDKID
PHOTOS BY
MARK STOREY

ROLL UP, ROLL UP, cum one, cum all--how do I 

begin to describe what I saw? Let’s just do 

the maths, shall we?

40 porn stars+30 porn studios+10 

DJs+8 go-go boys+7 show hunks+3 

music dance clubs+2 VIP rooms+1 

cruise maze= one helluva giant 

party: a sensory overload of music, 

muscle, sex and sideshow that had 

even the most well-travelled club 

kid rubbbing his eyes in disbelief and 

drooling for more.

Ringmasters Martin Princess and Issac 

Jones had every conceivable hunk of manflesh 

not currently doing hard time and put them to work 

at Area’s SexCircus performing feats of strength, 

sword-swallowing and acrobatic contortions!

Lion-taming hosts John Brooks, Chris Chandler, 

Brook London, Mark Cassar and Biago Galotti 

kept the feral beasts at bay with a crack of their 

whips as the whole damn Big Top (and a few 

big bottoms) grunted, growled and rattled their 

cages like fresh meat arriving at Alcatraz as Suzie 

Krueger satisfied our fetish cravings and Freedoms 

supplied the goodies.

“We wanted to be bigger, better and sexier 

than ever,” Princess and Jones summed 

up. “Circus adds a fun theme and is 

more interactive.” Interactive was an 

understatement as the club burst at 

the seams as thousands of hot guys 

danced, cheered and tangoed to the very 

last beat as night turned to day and 

the club transistioned seamlessly into 

after-party “after party” without a 

break in the fun.

Craig Elder and his crew, esp 

adorable door security boss 

Ian, have made club 

history with SexCircus. 

Can’t wait to see 

what they have 

planned next!
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SEXCIRCUS
03/04/14

Area, 67 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, 

SE1 7TP
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KU BAR
30 Lisle Street, Chinatown, WC2H 7BA 
This weekend at Ku Bar enjoy Lady 
Lloyd’s famous Eurovision party on 
Saturday 10th May, where the scene 
legend will be playing a host of Eurovision 
classics before the main event. Then the 
extravaganza itself will be screened on the 
Big Screen in Ku Klub (from 8pm) and all 
the other TV screens in the venue, plus 
afterward drag sensations Miss Honey 
Foxx and Raven Mandela will be 
performing a drag spectacular of all your 
favourite Eurovision numbers! 

R A I S I N G  T H E  B A R   

THE BLACK CAP
171 Camden High Street, NW1 7JY
The Black Cap have a very special show of the Meth Lab for their 
Eurovision special, featuring the wonderful Meth herself and her 
Family Fierce, plus lots of spectacle, edgy glamour and glitz! Doors 
will be at 7pm with entry £7 before 12am, £10 after and £5 advance 
tickets available from the website. 

TWO BREWERS
114 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ
Two Brewers is going Eurovision crazy this week with the semi-
final (and Drag Idol!) being shown on Thursday 8th May, with 
entry free before 10pm and £3 after. Whilst on Saturday 10th 
May for the Eurovision Grand Final itself, you can view it live 
airing straight from Copenhagen in the Two Brewers’ inimitable 
atmosphere, with entry free before 10pm and £6 after. 

Lady Lloyd

Photo: Nick Tucker

WEST 5
56 Pope’s Lane, Ealing, W5 4NB
Thursday at Ealing’s favourite gay bar, 
West 5, is the fast-becoming-renowned 
night ‘Gossip’, with ‘Saski’ on Friday 
featuring Saski and Ian Parker in 
the Piano Lounge. Saturday 10th is 
DJ Steve James and Vanity Von 
Glow on the piano, plus the infamous 
Eurovision Party! 
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KAZBAR
50 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL
On Thursday 8th May Kazbar has a happy 
hour from 5-8pm, with deep house on 
behalf of DJ Norbert M. Friday 9th May 
features DJ Alessandro Londres on 
the decks until 1.30am and Saturday 10th 
May is DJ Mark Norton and Glendora. 
Have a great weekend with the wonderful 
atmosphere and ambient beats that make 
Kazbar such a fixture of Clapham’s gay high 
street destinations! 

R A I S I N G  T H E  B A R   

OLD SHIP
17 Barnes Street, Limehouse, E14 7NW
Do you live around the East End and you’re desperately wondering 
where best to experience the wonder that is Eurovision? The Old 
Ship should surely be one of your primary ports of call as their 
live Eurovision party kicks off from 8pm until late with the contest 
screened upon their Big Screen with surround sound! Plus free 
nibbles and a certain special guest…

CENTRAL STATION
37 Wharfdale Road, King’s Cross, 

N1 9SD
Don’t miss Central Station 
this weekend where you’ll find 
the majestic Carla Winters 

on Friday 9th May, plus cabaret 
superstar Lola Lasagne on 
Saturday 10th! Both acts will be 

on stage at 9.30pm with free 
entry, so you can soak up one 
of the best gay pubs in North 
London’s atmosphere too. 

Glendora

Alessandro

Lola Lasagne

RUPERT STREET
50 Rupert Street, Soho, W1D 6DR
Rupert Street have a big boy weekend of big 
boy beats for all you big boys out there, with 
Rich B on Thursday evening of the 8th, the 
unutterable legend that is Micky Galliano 
taking to the fore on Friday 9th and, as an 
antidote to every other bar’s Eurovision 
madness, why not check out Mr Phil Mariott 
on Saturday 10th?!

Micky Galliano
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COMPTONS
51-53 Old Compton Street, 
Soho, W1D 6HN
Comptons has got some 
brilliant stuff going on over this 
second weekend of May with 
Phil Marriott on the decks 
on Friday 9th. Saturday is of 
course their big Eurovision 
Party where they’re inviting 
most of Soho through their 
big, welcoming doors to get 
everyone in the mood for 
the Contest. Tasty Tim 
holds court at the end of the 
weekend on Sunday 11th. 

HALFWAY TO 
HEAVEN
7 Duncannon Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF
Halfway to Heaven is 
giving it to you large 
with ‘Friday Night 
Live!’ on Friday 9th May 
where hostess Myra 
Dubois will be joined 
by Connie Lingus 
from 9pm. Saturday 
10th sees Rose 
Garden’s 
Saturday 
Market Swap 
Shop from 4pm 
followed by an almighty 
Eurovision Contest Live from 
8pm, hosted by CK!

G-A-Y BAR
30 Old Compton Street, Soho, W1D 4UR
Saturday 10th May is Eurovision Song Contest and what gay bar 
worth its gay wouldn’t be showing the Song Contest, and if any 
bar is worth its gay it’s G-A-Y Bar! Plus you can treat yourself to 
four different G-A-Y Eurovision Cocktail Jugs – Making Your Mind 
Up, Waterloo, Diva and Ooh Aah Just A Little Bit. And if you 
fancy winning tickets and a flight to go to Copenhagen to see the 
Eurovision Song Contest live on Saturday night, get yourself down to 
Heaven on Friday night – see page 4 for more details. 

Phil Marriott

Myra Dubois

Here’s who else was in the winning 
camp last week:

Amanda Stacey: Golden Cross, 
Cardiff (Heat One)
Dolly Mixture: Village Inn, 
Birmingham 
The Bear Did Lady: Two 
Brewers (Heat One)
Miss Beaver: The Palace, Bristol.
Cherry Darling: Rainbows, 
Coventry

So, three semi-finalists confirmed 
and in the coming week another 
three will be added to that list. 
This week’s heats are as follows:

Thursday 8th 

Rem Bar, Manchester, from 9pm. 
Hosted by Belinda Scandal.
Forbidden Fruit, Hastings (Heat 
One), from 9pm. Hosted by Son 
of a Tutu.
Two Brewers (Heat Two), from 
11.30pm. Hosted by Titti La 
Camp.

Friday 9th

The Flying Handbag, Blackpool, 
from 8pm.

by Jason Reid

Sunday 11th

Eazy Street, Newcastle, from 
9.30pm. Hosted by Miss Lucy
White Hart, Wolverhampton 
(Heat One), from 10pm. Hosted 
by Barbie Krueger.

Tuesday 13th

Halfway to Heaven (Heat 
Three), from 9pm. Hosted by 
Bette Rinse.
Central Station (Heat One), 
from 9.30pm. Hosted by Jason 
Prince.

Wednesday 14th

Admiral Duncan (Heat Two), 
from 9pm. Hosted by Son of a 
Tutu.
Golden Cross, Cardiff (Heat 
Three), from 8pm. Hosted by 
Jamie Morgan.

The Victoria, Walthamstow heat 
which was due to take place this 
Saturday (10th) has, for the time 
being, been cancelled by the venue. 
Have a great week, Idol fans, and 
as ever, you can keep up to date by 
following me on twitter 
@JasonReidUK. 

#QXGayLondon
Email: cabaret@qxmagazine.com

Idol Titbit

During her comments last week, Judge Mary Mac revealed she has 

has an emphatic aversion to boas. All these years, and you think you 

know a queen, eh? I think everyone should turn up to her shows 

waving one now (she’s gonna throttle me). 

THE HEAT STAGES got underway at the beginning of last week, the 
first of which took place at Halfway to Heaven. Ironically, considering 
all the hoo-ha surrounding the tube strike, the Centre Stage Bar was 
packed to the rafters! It takes more than a few stationary trains to deter 
the truly dedicated cabaret-goer. 

The Bear Did Lady, Stephanie von Clitz and Barbara Blows all 
performed three varying styles of entertaining material. Eventually, it 
was ‘northern comic in a sequin dress’ (yes my words) Barbara, with 
her gag-heavy set and straight delivery who impressed the audience 
and judges the most. 





SOHO BARS ROUNDUP
02/04/14
WORDS BY  
LEE (SHE’S BACK) DALLOWAY
PHOTOS BY JOEL RYDER

Listen, forget your 
Easter weekend and its 
organised, religious-
tinged nonsense. Last 
weekend was when 
Soho really shined. And 
the only resurrection 
that occurred 
happened the morning 
after – well, we 
regained consciousness 
the next morning... 
PRAISE JEEBUS!

Our debauched crawl 
of London’s West End 
began at Admiral 
Duncan. Last week 
was (unbelievably) 15 
years since the terrible 
bombing shocked 
the Soho community. 
But a decade and a 
half later, the venue 
shines better than ever 
with a ridiculously 
fun mix of cabaret, 
tunes and booze – all 
perfectly on show 
this weekend. Proving 
you can’t keep a game 
girl down, we salute 
Admiral for rising like a 
phoenix and constantly 
re-inventing herself.

Circa is one of our 
favourite drinking dens, 
and the little bar that 
could (and always does) 
packs in a delicious 
combo of hot boys, 
fierce DJs and raving 
regulars. A resplendent 
Munroe Bergdorf 
dropped some RnB-
tinged housepop gems 
to a sexy crowd.

Comptons grizzles 
and fizzes these days, 
and spent the Bank 
Holiday serving up lively 
DJs and a ridiculously 
friendly crowd – we 
totally don’t just go in 
to try and get into the 
knickers of beautiful 
beardy head bar bitch 
James anymore. We stay 
for the funnage!

 30

Admiral Duncan

Circa

Comptons

B A R  N E W S  

Duke of Wellington





 32

B A R  N E W S  

Duke of 
Wellington is 
aaaaaaalways heaving 
and spent the bank 
holiday duking it 
out (hee hee, totes 
journalism that is) in 
a fit fella noise war 
with Rupert Street, 
who share a homo-
lined cobbled road. 
While a gorgeous-
looking Rupert 
Street pumped out the 
house music to pumped-
up fellas (gorgeous in 
décor and clientele, ya 
get me!), The Duke 
went for some poppier 
sounds and some very 
lively punters.

The pop-sounding 
siren song of G-A-Y 
Bar shows no signs 
of waning as the Bank 
Holiday queues snaked 
round the corner, as 
per. The Mecca of 
the under 25s, and us 
over 25s who want to 
unashamedly dance to 
Britney, those cheap 
drinks will get ya every 
time.

Meanwhile, The 
Edge is seriously 
lighting up Soho Square 
these days, with four 
floors of ridiculous fun 
to be had. With the 
fabulous Felicia Van 
Cartier at the helm and 
the gorgeous bar and 
gogo boys – THOSE 
BOYS – barely a t-shirt 
was seen all night!

Taking a break from 
the muscle hunks, we 
exercised our facial 
muscles at Halfway 
II Heaven, as Myra 
Dubois had us in 
stitches (standard) and 
Miss Jason - always fun 
– proved to be a real 
Bright(on) spark.  

Edge
SOHO BARS ROUNDUP
02/04/14
WORDS BY  
LEE (SHE’S BACK) DALLOWAY
PHOTOS BY JOEL RYDER

G-A-Y Bar

Halfway II Heaven

Kings Arms
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Meanwhile, the 
wonderfully 
laid back Kings 
Arms remains at 
the forefront of 
homosexuals wearing 
beards. The fur flew all 
weekend – well, maybe 
not flew, but some fur 
got in a cab back to 
ours…

Doing the double, 
Both Ku Bar in 
Chinatown and ‘Baby 
Ku’ (Ku Soho) a lil’ 
further up the road 
were rammed. Forgive 
us for sounding one 
note, but did ALL the 
fit men grab their tit 
slings and come out this 
weekend? A massive 
chunk of those were 
imbibing in one of the 
Ku’s – particularly loving 
the look of Baby Ku 
these days.

Whatta man, whatta 
man, what a mighty 
good Manbar... Am I 
showing my age there? 
Regardless, we love 
love love the mix of 
young, old, skinny, 
muscly and chunky the 
Charing Cross Road 
bar has milling around 
its stripper poles. 
Industrial, blokey and 
eclectic; this is what gay 
bars were before all yer 
fag hags started pouring 
in, but with a distinctly 
21st century twist 
*applauds*.

Last but not 
least, The Yard. Livin’ 
in a smokers paradise, 
but we stayed for the 
banging tuneage too. 
We love the décor, 
we love the crowd, 
we love that we can 
catch people who’ve 
pretended to quit having 
a crafty fag. Summer’s 
coming – and you know 
this place is gonna shine 
even harder!

SOHO BARS ROUNDUP
02/04/14
WORDS BY  
LEE DALLOWAY
PHOTOS BY JOEL RYDER

Soho

Manbar

Rupert Street

Yard

Ku Bar
Leicester Square
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WEST LONDON'S LONGEST ESTABLISHED GAY VENUE

Drag Idol heat  
Thursday 5th June.  

Hosted by  

Sandra 

WEST 5, POPES LANE, SOUTH EALING, W5 4NB.  
TEL: 020 8579 3266.  

www.west5ealing.co.uk
 INFO: CLOSEST TUBE STATION: SOUTH EALING (PICCADILLY LINE)  
BUSES: E3, N11 & 65 (POPES LANE)

Saturday 10th May 
Eurovision party  

in the lounge bar 
with  

Vanity Von Glow 
 in the Piano Lounge
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7 Duncannon Street, Charing Cross WC2N. 
020 7484 0736

www.facebook.com/HalfwaytoHeaven
www.halfway2heaven.net

Tuesday 12th May 

DRAG IDOL - HEAT 3   
hosted by BETTE RINSE from 8pm

Thursdays & Mondays

KEVIN WALSH
 BACKING THE STARS @ 8pm
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Friday 8th May
Friday Night LIVE!  
With MYRA DUBOIS  
with special guest  
CONNIE LINGUS  
from 9pm (open 'til 3am)

Wednesday 13h May
COME MIME WITH ME with  

MITZI MACKINTOSH from 9pm.

Sunday 10th May

CK SUNDAY with 
CRYSTAL & KELLY @ 4pm  
followed by AN EVENING WITH 
MRS MOORE & TANYA HYDE  
( open 'til 11pm)

Saturday 9th May   

ROSE GARDEN 
SATURDAY MARKET 
'SLASH' SWOP SHOP @ 4pm

EUROVISION CONTEST LIVE  
hosted by CK from 8pm 

followed by BEARS DOWNSTAIRS 
with JUSTIN SWIFT Playing 'til 3am



Thursday 8th May
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Friday 9th May 
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£6 all night 

Doors open 10pm
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SINGING EUROVISION 

HITS IN THE TOP BAR 

WITH THE HEATS SHOWING 

ON SCREEN
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Saturday 10th May

Doors open 8pm 

 £7 before 12  

£10 afterDoDoDoo
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114 CLAPHAM HIGH STREET, SW4   020 7819 9539
www.the2brewers.com         The 2 Brewers, Clapham

LONDON’S PREMIER CABARET BAR & CLUB

DRINK OFFERS: Jagerbombs £2.95, 
Large Vodka Redbull £6.75

    

We’re now on Twitter! @2BrewersClapham

DJ LITTLEJOHN IN FRONT BA R  

FREE ENTRY B4 8PM
£4 AFTER 
OPEN FROM 4PM ‘TIL 2AM

POWER OF THREE

MISS JASON 

@ 6 .30PM 

LA VOIX  

@ 8 .30PM 

SANDRA  

@ 11.00PM

  

EVERY SUNDAY

SELECTED DRINKS* £2 BETWEEN 4PM - 7.30PM
* EXCL CHAMPAGNE AND WINE
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BARS & CABARET
VS at Circa, 62 Frith Street, Soho, W1. 
4pm-4am. Munroe Bergdorf and Adam 
Turner get you warmed up for Room 
Service with some unrivalled Thursday 
night hotness! TONIGHT: It’s the 3rd 
birthday of this sizzling Soho bar, with 
an extra late license and Kris Di Angelis, 
Sam DMS and Jonathan Bestley joining 
Munroe and Adam in the glitter ball booth!
Vanity Von Glow’s Cocktails in The 
Shufflewick Bar at The Black Cap, 171 
Camden High Street, NW1 7JY. The 
popular Camden cabaret, pub and 
club hosts a new night of drag and 
drink. TONIGHT: Vanity Von Glow sings 
Eurovision hits. 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. From 8pm. Weekly 
dance session at the popular Soho bar. 
TONIGHT: ‘Enriched’ with DJ Rich B.
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-midnight. One of Soho’s best 
loved traditional gay pubs, always busy 
and always friendly and always fun.
Two Brewers, 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. Bar open 4pm-2am. 
FREE b4 10pm, £3 after. Popular South 
London cabaret/club spot. TONIGHT: 
Screening the Eurovision Semi-Final. 
Plus, the latest Drag Idol Heat.
Gossip at West 5, Pope’s Lane, South 
Ealing, W5 4NB. Open from 8pm. FREE. 
Ealing’s hugely popular club, bar and 
cabaret spot. 
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. Long running 
popular central London cabaret pub with 
Kevin Walsh. 
 

FRIDAY 9TH MAY 

CLUBS & EVENTS
Bump at Rise, 1 Leicester Square, 
Soho, WC2H 7NA. 9pm-3am. £10. A 
new Friday night towering over central 
London with views across the city. 
Commercial house sounds from DJs 
Gretta Gargola, Brent Nicholls and Ale 
Amarel play the tunes. Hosted by the 
inimitable Chrissy Darling.
Super Electric Party Machine at East 
Bloc, 217-219 City Road, EC1V 1JN. 
10pm-6am. £5. The freshest, hottest 
talent playing the best new music with 
DJ Larry Tee and guests at this hot-
ass East London basement club spot. 
TONIGHT: Borja Pena, Peter Fingleton, 
Michael Stephens and Kevin Kauer join 
in the fun. 

MUSTS
YOUR GUIDE TO THE WEEK'S BEST 

BAR
CLUB 
CABARET

EVENTS IN LONDON

MAYBES

FULL LISTINGS AVAILABLE AT WWW.QXMAGAZINE.COM

THURSDAY 8TH MAY

CLUBS & EVENTS
Ow’Zat at The Joiners Arms, 69 
Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 
7TP. 11pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm/£5 
after. R’n’B, disco, house and the 
original East London club spot. 
David Hoyle’s Still Life at RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. Doors 7pm. Show 8.30pm. 
£10. David Hoyle presents a series 
of conversation based performances 
exploring spirituality, art, academia, 
queer history and more. TONIGHT: 
Mr Hoyle discusses spirituality with 
Shokti Lovestar. 
Dirty Disko at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-5am. £5. DJs Alex Georgiou 
and Steven Artis and friends play 
the dirty disco sounds at Vauxhall 
industrial Barcode club spot. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds get 
played out across the club, drink 
specials, cute guys and an almost 
unrivalled highly electric atmosphere. 
Open 7 days. 
Thursgays at East Bloc, 217 City 
Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-late. Midnight Yeast Cabaret 
deliver a performance by Oozing 
Gloop, Lewis Barton and Rodent 
Decay with tunes by resident DJs 
playing pop, dance, R’n’B, disco and 
electro. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, Leicester 
Square, WC2. 6pm-3am. FREE. The 
legendary Tasty Tim and guests spin the 
pop sounds and floor fillers. 
Room Service at Miabella, 12-13 
Greek Street, Soho, W1D 4DJ. 
10pm-3am. Don’t you dare miss this 
fiercely social, sexy club spot, playing 
edgy and upfront house. Expect hot 
gogo eye candy and hosted by fab 
scene faces. Get snapped by the 
legendary resident papper! 
Ted’s TV/TS Night at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 7pm-2am. £5. 
The night for fellas in frocks and their 
admirers. 
G-A-Y Porn Idol at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 11pm-4am. 
Discount wristbands from G-A-Y Bar. 
The biggest amateur strip contest in 
town is back! Win £100 on the night 
and maybe £1,000 in the Final. Plus, 
hot pop spun across the venue. To 
compete text 07789 553 868 or email 
info@g-a-y.co.uk

Own It at Disco, 13 Kingly Court, W1B 
5PW. 9pm-3am. A new party for hot 
house and thumping disco for Friday 
nights in Soho from Fat Tony and 
special guests.  
A:M (afterhours) at Protocol, South 
Lambeth Road, SW8 1RT. 1am 
(Saturday morning)-11am. £12. The 
original Saturday morning afterhours 
beast that continues to light up the 
weekend ahead of the rest churns out 
the turbocharged house sounds. 

BARS & CABARET 

Female Masculinity Appreciation 
Society at RVT, 372 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 6HY. 8pm-1am. £7. An 
evening in aid of Female Masculinity, 
for all who live, breathe and play with it, 
with a Bond Theme and a show by the 
fabulous Duncan D’Nut, Adam All and 
Apple Derrieres. Plus DJ Jo Bunny and 
Hug the DJ. 
The Black Cap at 171 Camden High 
Street, NW1 7JY. 10pm-3am. £6. Party 
rocking Camden pub delivers premier 
cabaret and entertainment. TONIGHT: 
BCB - The Bear Night! 
West 5 at South Ealing, Pope’s Lane, 
W5 4NB. The popular West London club, 
bar and cabaret spot, with added Piano 
Lounge fun. TONIGHT: Entertainment 
from Saski. 
The Victoria at 186 Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow, E17. Open ‘til 3am. 
Lively East End pub features karaoke 
every Friday! 
Kazbar at 50 Clapham High Street, SW4 
7UL. 4pm-3am. Free. Funky Clapham 
bar with stylish swish. TONIGHT: DJ 
Alessandro Londra.
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-4am. £5 
after 10pm. London’s legendary cabaret 
and club bar. 
Discipline at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1D 3JN. 4pm-1am. Soho’s 
intimate but packed-out bar/club spot 
watches Munroe Bergdorf and friends 
werq the floor! 
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open ‘til 4am. 
FREE entry. Cabaret and DJs ‘til late. 
TONIGHT: Entertainment from Carla 
Winters. 
Friday Night Live with Myra Dubois 
at Halfway 2 Heaven, 7 Duncannon 
Street, Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. 
9pm-3am. The central London cabaret 
hot spot. TONIGHT: Myra invites special 
guest Connie Lingus to join her onstage. 
White Swan, 556 Commercial Road, 
Limehouse, E14 7JD. 9pm-3am. A 

Nancy’s + Fhloston Paradise at 
Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland 
High St, E8 2PB. 9pm-4am. Free b4 
11pm/£5 after. Weekly night of regular 
resident DJs spinnin’ up a storm of 
top deck disco house and hot tracks to 
shack out to. TONIGHT: The Fhloston 
Paradise boys are back to bring more 
hot techno DJs with residents Greg 
Lowe and Greg Spencer, whilst upstairs 
the techno continue with Miltos B, 
Wandson Maxx and Mikki Most. 
Yes at The Joiners Arms, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
11.30pm-4am. FREE b4 11pm/£5 after. 
Packing them into the East London 
dance and drink spot every Friday. With 
DJ Marcus.
G-A-Y Camp Attack Eurovision Special 
at Heaven, Villiers Street, WC2N 6NG. 
11pm-4am. FREE with wristband from 
G-A-Y Bar. Main Floor plays 70s, 80s, 
90s, 00 & 01, Star Bar is 02 to present 
day, videos in the Pop Room. Musical 
theme sing-along in the Departure 
Lounge. TONIGHT: Win flights plus VIP 
tickets to the Eurovision Song Contest 
in Copenhagen with Visit Denmark and 
GayStarNews – bring your passport! See 
Club News page 4 for details. 
Tonker at Eagle London, 349 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-3am. FREE b4 10pm, £6 after. Big 
bear bar boozing, cruise and tunes has 
disco, house & soul, then sexier vibes 
to the early hours for hot daddies, bears, 
cubs and their admirers. TONIGHT: Big 
Blokes BBQ holiday weekend with DJ 
Paul Coals. 
Night of the Hustler at Vogue Fabrics, 
66 Stoke Newington Road, Dalston, N16 
7XB. 10pm-3am. £5. Cult tumblr blog 
Street Porno Sex trash moves from the 
world of internet porn to the nightclub, 
featuring DJ Sina Sparrow and artistic 
nudity meets glamorous excess. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm, £5 after. 
Pop perfection and hot floor fillers 
as Ku’s hot 3 spin the tunes in its 
downstairs basement club spot. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
7.30pm-3am. Hot pop sounds, drink 
specials, cute guys and a pop perfect 
atmosphere. 
Fitladz at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-8am. £8 members, £10 guests. 
The club session for horny lads with hot 
grooves from the DJs and an extended 
cruise space. 
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FOR LISTINGS ON THE GO, DOWNLOAD THE FREE 'QX GAY LONDON' APP AT THE ITUNES STORE

 
 

SATURDAY 10TH MAY

CLUBS & EVENTS
G-A-Y presents Rita Ora at Heaven, 
Villiers Street, WC2N 6NG. 10pm-5am. 
Discount wristbands available from 
G-A-Y Bar. The palace of pop and quite 
possibly the world’s most famous gay 
club packs out this cavernous venue. 
TONIGHT: The current Princess of Pop 
Rita Ora takes to the stage, performing 
all her hits and new single ‘I Will Never 
Let You Down’. 
XXL - Eurovision at Pulse, 1 Invicta 
Plaza, South Bank, SE1 9UF. 8pm-8am. 
£8 members, £15 guests. £5 after 4am. 
4 huge arenas, a mega cruise space 
and chill space. Plus, big tunes from 
resident DJs Christian M, Alex Logan, 
Joe Egg, Andy Almighty and Stewart 
Styles. TONIGHT: XXL opens early so 
you can watch the Eurovision final!  
Dish at East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 10.30pm-6am. 
£7 before 12am, £10 after. A special 
recipe of underground house and 
techno with spicy alternative beats 
and the hottest boys, including Tom 
Stephan, Borja Pena, Ollywood, Ray 
Noir, Cathal, QBoy and hosts La 
Pequena, Alexander Han. Plus gogos 
Tomino and Fer! 
Queer Nation at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-super late. £6 before 12.30am, 
£8 after. Get back in the room for one of 
the biggest urban/R&B nights in town, 
with host Clington and Supadon and 
Mista Pierre in the Main Room, and Big 
John Freeman providing disco, R’n’B 
and house. 
Trannyshack vs Stunners at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington Lane, SE11 
5QY. 9pm-4am. FREE b4 10pm/£6 
after/£8 after. Two great nights return 

legendary East End gay pub with a 
wild atmosphere, sexy lads and great 
entertainment on the stage. TONIGHT: 
Cabaret from The Hilarious Lola 
Lasagne.  
Bridge Lovers at The Bridge Bar at 
8 Voltaire Road, Clapham, SW4 6DH. 
5pm-2am. Funky vocal house from DJ 
Kurt Potter at the snazzy Clapham bar.
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-2am. The grand dame of Soho. 
TONIGHT: DJ Phil Marriott. 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. Open ‘til 1am. 
Soho’s sexy bar is ready to shine again 
with weekly DJ sets to get you in the 
weekend mood! TONIGHT: DJ Micky 
Galliano. 
Sauna Bar at 29 Endell Street, Covent 
Garden, WC2H 9BA. 11.30am-2am. 
£16. £5 off entry with QX advert. The 
only licensed gay sauna in the West 
End, open ‘til super late every weekend. 
Camp As Hits at The City of Quebec, 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, 
W1H 7AF. 10pm-3am. Venerable 
institution of the gay scene rocks out 
some pop classics for an evening of fun. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 12noon-3am. FREE b4 
10.30pm. Four floors of fun! Top tunes 
from the DJs spinning top 40, pop, 
funky house and more. 
Ku Bar Frith Street, 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. Open ‘til 3am. Ku Bar’s 
little brother stretches across two 
floors for that perfect Soho warm-up 
drinking session and a little dance with 
downstairs DJs. 
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, Soho, W1D 
7PL. Open till 12am. FREE. Renowned as 
one of Soho’s most unique and popular 
destination venues, with a huge outdoor 
terrace. 

for fun and naughtiness with The Very 
Miss Dusty O, Lloyd Dixon, Tasty Tim 
and Colin Cooper on DJ rotation, plus 
hosts Silver Summers, Adam Baker and 
Ritzy Crackers. 
Bender at Dalston Superstore, 
117 Kingsland High Street, E8 
2PB. 9pm-3am. FREE b4 10pm/£5 
after. Bender are back with its usual 
homosexual antics of disco, 80s pop, 
and more with Fidel and Wes DB in the 
basement, and Sizzle and Fitzgerald in 
the top deck disco. 
Chichibass at Vogue Fabrics, 66 Stoke 
Newington Road, Dalston, N16 7XB. 
10pm-3am. £5, £3 before midnight. 
Chichibass is back for a second 
scoop of homo-hop with MC Tyron, 
Josh (Hard Cock Life), Sugabear and 
Mistamaker. 
Debbie at The Resistance Gallery, 
265 Poyser Street, Bethnal Green, E2 
9RF. 10pm-late. £3 entry. The night for 
all things female superstar-orientated 
returns with resident DJs Sina Sparrow 
plus Bitchcakes and TV superstars Best 
City Fashion: Liv Fontaine, Shy-Charles 
and Ned Alderwick. 
Pantastic at The Joiners Arms, 69 
Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
11pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm/£5 after. 
DJ Alessandro Londra plays the sounds 
of the capital at the orginal East London 
club spot. 
The Recovery Party at Area, 67 
Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
Midnight-very late. Free before 3am 
with special ticket/sign up form/ad/
concession/student card. Recover from 
the Bank Holiday blues in style with a 
free party, featuring Sam DMS and a 
PA from Miggy de la Rosa, and Chris 
Brogan, plus Tasty Tim. 
The Riverside Tavern at 8 Canal 
Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 4DR. One 

of Kent’s premier gay venues holds 
another big Saturday night bash. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm, £5 after. 
£3 with wristband/membership. The 
party continues in Ku’s basement club 
with hot pop and floor fillers from the 
DJs. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, off 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 11pm-3am. 
Hot pop sounds, drink specials, cute 
guys and a pop perfect atmosphere.
Sweatbox Foam Party at 1-2 
Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 24 
hours. £16. Unwind and release some 
tension after a stressy week with the 
all the fun of the foam at Sweatbox’s 
original weekly party. 
Rehab Eurovision at The Black Cap 
at 171 Camden High Street, NW1 7JY. 
Doors open 8pm. Come join Meth and 
the Family Fierce PA for the biggest 
song contest in Europe showing live!
Duckie at RVT, 372 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5HY. 9pm-2am. 
£6.  Authentic London club/
entertainment nighter. Hosted by Amy 
Lamé, record players Readers Wifes. 
Beyond (afterhours) at Area, 66-67 
Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
11pm-6am. 
The crazy club beast takes it up a notch 
with a special Bank Holiday, post-
SexCircus special at Fire, taking over 
the main room, mirror arch and lounge 
arches. 
Unchill (afterhours) at Barcode, 69 
Albert Embankment, SE1 7TP. 3am 
(Saturday morning) -12pm. FREE b4 
8am, £5 after. Aferhours party with 
two rooms and two vibes, including 
DJs Marco Geee, Stevie B, Rob Sykes, 
Mattias Dabo, Adam Watts, Daniel 
Stone, Julien Perret and many more. 

Heidi Licious
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BARS & CABARET 
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-4am. 
FREE b4 10pm, £7 after. Cabaret 
and clubbing ‘til late at the famous 
venue. TONIGHT: The Grand Final of 
Eurovision! Celebrate with Clapham’s 
finest at one of Clapham’s finest. 
Ku Bar at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
Chinatown, WC2H 7BA. 6pm-3am. One 
of London’s hottest gay bars and clubs, 
with the hottest boys both behind the 
bar and in front of it, stretching over 
three floors. TONIGHT: Lady Lloyd’s 
Eurovision Party with show from Soul 
Divaz.
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-2am. The grand dame of Soho 
pulling in a more blokey crowd. 
TONIGHT: Eurovision final party! 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. Open ‘til 1am. Kick 
Saturday night off with sounds from 
the hottest DJs at this lively Soho bar. 
TONIGHT: DJ Phil Marriott. 
G-A-Y Bar at 30 Old Compton Street, 
Soho, W1D 4UR. Midday-Midnight. 
FREE. Soho’s palace of pop with the 
hottest videos screened out across the 
venue, great drinks deals and discount 
entry wrist bands for G-A-Y @ Heaven. 
TONIGHT: Screening the Eurovision 
Final.
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. 8pm-late. Local 
gay bar in East London’s Limehouse. 
TONIGHT: Eurovision Party with a 
surprise guest. 
The Victoria at 186 Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow, E17. Open ‘til 3am. Free 
b4 9.30pm, £5 after. Lively East End 
pub that turns extra flamboyant on the 
weekends! TONIGHT: Drag Idol heat 
hosted by Jacquii Cann with celebrity 
judges and DJ LP DexSta. 
Saunabar at 29 Endell Street, Covent 
Garden, WC2H 9BA. 11.30am-2am. 
£16. £5 off entry with QX advert. Unwind 
after a night of clubbing at the only 
licensed gay sauna in the West End. 
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open ‘til 4am. 
FREE before 10pm. Cabaret then DJs 
‘til late. TONIGHT: Cabaret from Lola 
Lasagne. 

West 5 at South Ealing, Pope’s Lane, 
W5 4NB. The popular West London 
club, bar and cabaret spot, with added 
Piano Lounge fun. TONIGHT: Eurovision 
party and cabaret from Vanity Von Glow 
in the Piano Bar. 
White Swan, 556 Commercial Road, 
Limehouse, E14 7JD. 9pm-3am. A 
legendary East End gay pub with a 
wild atmosphere, sexy lads and great 
entertainment on the stage. 
Saturday Market + Bears 
Downstairs at Halfway 2 Heaven, 7 
Duncannon St, WC2N 4JF. Open ‘til 
3am. Cabaret fun times from Rose 
Garden at 4pm. Bears go down with the 
gruff guys and Justin Swift. TONIGHT: 
Eurovision Song Contest Live upstairs 
from 8pm! 
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, Soho, W1D 
7PL. Open till 12am. FREE. Renowned as 
one of Soho’s most unique and popular 
destination venues, with terrific outdoor 
space. 
Ku Bar Frith Street, 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. Open ‘til 3am. Ku Bar’s 
little brother stretches across three 
floors for that perfect Soho warm-up 
drinking session and a cheeky dance 
with downstairs DJs. 
Circa at 62 Frith Street, Soho, W1D 
3JN. 4pm-1am. Soho’s intimate but 
packed-out bar/club spot with the most 
amazing DJ booth in town! 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 12noon-3am. FREE b4 
10.30pm. Open super-late with DJs 
spinning upfront vocal house, with hot 
gogo dancers gyrating away as Felicia 
Van Cartier exudes fabulousness. 
Kazbar at 50 Clapham High Street, 
SW4 7UL. 4pm-3am. Free entry. 
Funky Clapham bar with stylish swish. 
TONIGHT: DJ Mark Norton & Glendora.  
Pick N Mix at The City of Quebec, 12 
Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, W1H 
7AF. Top tunes and late night fun at the 
legendary gay boozer near Marble Arch. 

SUNDAY 11TH MAY

CLUBS & EVENTS
SPQR at The Joiners Arms, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-2am. DJ Romano plays the 

sounds out for the Sunday crowd at the 
bustling Joiners. 
Sundays at the RVT at RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, SE11 5HY. 2pm-2am. 
£6. The afternoon/evening clubbing 
session slot playing huge dance 
anthems and commercial house. Plus, 
multi-media entertainment from Charlie 
Hides TV at 5.30pm. 
Horse Meat Disco at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5QY. 8pm-4am. £8. The HMD 
gymkhana continues to shake Vauxhall 
down every week. Residents spin super-
disco sounds with weekly guests. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-1am. Free. The party continues 
in Ku’s basement club with hot pop and 
floor fillers from the DJ Lady Lloyd. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, off 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 11pm-3am. 
Hot pop sounds get played out across 
the club, drink specials, cute guys and 
an almost unrivalled highly electric 
atmosphere. 

BARS & CABARET
The Black Cap at 171 Camden High 
Street, NW1 7JY. 7pm-late. £5. The 
long-running cabaret, club and pub 
nestled in the heart of Camden. 
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 4pm-2am. 
FREE b4 8pm, £3 after. South London’s 
legendary cabaret, club and pub. 
TONIGHT: Triple cabaret with The Power 
of 3!
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. 8pm-midnight. 
Free. Local gay bar in East London’s 
Limehouse. TONIGHT: Cabaret from 
Cookie Monstar. 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. Chic Soho bar with 
ambient beats and brilliant drinks. 
Cabaret Sundays at The Riverside 
Tavern, 8 Canal Road, Strood, Kent, 
ME2 4DR. From 9pm. FREE. One of 
Kent’s premier gay venues presents 
weekly cabaret. 
Halfway 2 Heaven at 7 Duncannon 
Street, Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. Open 
‘til 11pm. Long running popular Central 
London cabaret pub. DJ David Robson 
from 3.30pm with CK Sunday, followed 

by An Evening with Mrs Moore and 
Tanya Hyde. 
Molly Moggs at 2 Old Compton Street, 
Soho, W1D 4TA. From 2pm. FREE. 
Dame Julie Paid entertains the guests at 
this intimate Soho boozer.  
The City of Quebec at 12 Old Quebec 
Street, Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. 
Legendary gay boozer near Marble 
Arch features weekly cabaret. TONIGHT: 
Cabaret from Topsie Redfern. 
Manbar, 79 Charing Cross Road, Soho, 
WC2H 0NE. 6-11pm. Wind down the 
weekend in style at one of Soho’s 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-12am. The grand dame of Soho 
pulling in a more blokey crowd. 
Love#Hangover at Circa, 62 Frith 
Street, Soho, W1D 3JN. 4pm-1am. 
Jonathan Bestley brings you amazing 
beats on the block, and a little sparkle to 
the heart of Soho! 
West 5 at Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, 
W5 4NB. Open from 7pm. FREE. Disco 
with Aaron from 10.30pm. Happy hour 
all night. TONIGHT: Cookie’s Karaoke.
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 3pm-11.30pm. Soho’s 
multi-floored gay wonder, which every 
gay man of London needs to visit at 
least once! 
Kazbar at 50 Clapham High Street, 
SW4 7UL. 4pm-3am. Free. Eduardo 
Herrera spins a nu-disco sound for 
Sundays.  

MONDAY 12TH MAY

CLUBS & EVENTS 
Let’s Talk About Gay Sex & Drugs 
at Manbar, 79 Charing Cross Road, 
Soho, WC2H 0NE. 6-8pm. Free entry. 
QX Assistant Editor Pat Cash hosts an 
open communication forum for gay 
men to talk about how they perceive 
sex and drugs in the capital. Everyone 
who wants to speak gets five minutes 
on the stage. No judgement, all 
welcome! 
Popcorn: 54 at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 11pm-5.30am. 
£4 b4 1am, £5 after, £8 after 2am. 
FREE with wristbands from G-A-Y 
Bar b4 1am. Massive mixed mash-



COMPTONS OF SOHO
Sohos Biggest EUROVISION Party!

SATURDAY 10TH MAY FROM 8PM

Support your country in beautiful surroundings! 
Huge HD surround sound screen upstairs! 

Also showing in the downstairs bar
Arrive early to get the best view!

COMPTONS OF SOHO, 51-53 OLD COMPTON STREET, LONDON, W1D 6HN
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up with four rooms of top sounds, 
from upfront, progressive house to 
chart hits, via R&B tuneage. Perfect 
polysexual party to start the week 
as you mean to go on. TONIGHT: A 
night dedicated to legendary New 
York club 54 with DJs Adam Turner, 
Tony English and Paulo Moreno play 
the tunes. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE. 
DJs play the weekend out on a wave 
of hot pop. 
 G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
of Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Late night dancing spot 
for pure-pop enthusiasts doing the 
funky chickens.
Hard-Up Mondays at Sweatbox, 
1-2 Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 
24 hours. Under 25s FREE all day, 
£16 others. Finding Mondays hard to 
handle? Relieve the pressure with this 
specially discounted day for under 
25s (ID required) at Soho’s only gay 
sauna. 
Desire at Union, 66 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1. 3am 
(Tuesday morning) – 11am. £5 before 
5am with this listing. Progressive, 
tech, tribal, electro and deep house 
with DJs Steven Geller, Alan K, Bruno 
Nouer and Julia Nouer.
Cub Club at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
9pm-3.30am. Free entry before 
11pm, £3 entry after. Bear Quarterly 
UK Launch Party with Tom Goss goes 
live! Top DJs, happy sounds, all-star-
cabaret, hot’n’hairy gogos and drinks 
specials! 

BARS & CABARET 
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon St. WC2. 
7.30pm. Kevin Walsh gets the pub 
going with this karaoke weekly. 
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. The landmark 
south London cabaret, bar and club. 
TONIGHT: Mrs Moore’s weekly 
Monday cabaret session.
Karaoke at The City of Quebec, 12 Old 
Quebec Street, Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. 
Steve Tee hosts the singing fun at the 
famous gay boozer in Marble Arch. 
So You Think You Can Sing! at 
Kazbar, 50 Clapham High Street, 
SW4 7UL. Showtime 7pm. Donovan 
presents a night of song and fun with 
pianist sensation Eric Robinson at 
Claphams friendly, funky gay bar. 
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Local gay bar in 
East London’s Limehouse. 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. The trendy Soho 
drinking spot celebrates Monday with 
Bar £2.50!
Eagle London, 349 Kennington Lane, 

Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. Free 
before 10pm, £3 after. The renowned 
Eagle Bar is now open seven days a 
week, come for an after-work tipple, 
a cheeky midweek night out with the 
boys or a night cap and cruise on your 
way home. 
Man Health at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
5pm-8.30pm. FREE. Sexual Health 
Clinic 56 Dean Street provide this free 
and confidential HIV and sexual health 
testing clinic.
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-11.30pm. The real queen of 
Soho. Bar £2.50 on popular drinks 
from 5pm. 

TUESDAY 13TH MAY

CLUBS & EVENTS
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. The weekend begins early 
or finishes late to a melodious mix of 
classic chart pop and current hits. 
Eagle London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. Free 
before 10pm, £3 after. The renowned 
Eagle Bar is now open seven days a 
week, come for an after-work tipple, 
a cheeky midweek night out with the 
boys or a night cap and cruise on 
your way home. 

BARS & CABARET
Mecca Rock and Roll Bingo at The 
Black Cap, 171 Camden High Street, 
NW1 7JY. Midday-Midnight. The long-
running cabaret, club and pub nestled 
in the heart of Camden presents bonkers 
bingo.
Halfway 2 Heaven – Drag Idol Heat 
1 at 7 Duncannon Street, Charing Cross, 
WC2N 4JF. From 8.45pm. Join cabaret 
scene queen Bette Rinse for cabaret and 
fun at this landmark gay venue. Bette’s 
only weekly residency! TONIGHT: Drag 
Idol continues its Halfway Heats!
Cookie Monstar at Molly Moggs, 2 
Old Compton Street, Soho, W1D 4TA. 
8.30pm. FREE. Song and sinful fun 
from Cookie. 
Kazbar Doggy Style at 50 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UL. 4pm-3am. Free. 
Don’t leave Scooby at home! The Clapham 
bar invites all puppy lovers to bring their 
pooch to Kazbar and mingle with other 
doggies! Water bowls and treats provided. 
Tiffaney Wells Double Thrill at The 
City of Quebec, 12 Old Quebec Street, 
Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. The legendary 
gay pub in the heart of London. Tiffaney 
Wells presents two shows at 9pm and 
10pm. 
Karaoke at Two Brewers, 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-2am. £3 
b4 10pm, £4 after. Sing-along the mid-

week blues with Kevin Walsh.

WEDNESDAY 14TH MAY 

CLUBS & EVENTS
Misfits at East Bloc, 217-219 City 
Road, EC1V 1JN. 10pm-3.30am. 
FREE b4 11pm/£5 after. London gets a 
reinjection of midweek urban glamour 
as R’n’B scene star Mark-Ashley Dupé 
presents his ghetto fabulous in the 
infamous basement of debauchery. With 
DJs Jeffrey Hinton and Nasty McQuaid.
XXL at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, South 
Bank, SE1 9UF. 9pm-3am. Members 
free, others £3. Midweek, dance, booze 
and cruise at the world famous club for 
hunks, chunks, bears and admirers. 
Foam Party at Sweatbox, 1-2 Ramilies 
Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 24 hours. £16. 
If you can’t make the weekend wet fun, 
why not head down tonight? Relieve the 
midweek stress! The foam flies at 7, 8 
and 9pm. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE. 
The party continues ‘til late in the Ku 
basement. 

BARS & CABARET
Detained at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1D 3JN. Open ‘til 1am. Circa 
goes all-out with the dance, pop and 
R’n’B remixes every Wednesday. DJs 
Attack Attack Attack, Kingsley, Munroe 
Bergdorf and Kris Di Angelis on rotation.
Come Mime With Me at West 5, 
Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, W5 4NB. 
Open from 8pm. FREE. Mitzi Macintosh 
presents her inimitable sing-along. 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-11.30pm. Super social pub 
downstairs, more chilled club lounge 
upstairs with guest pianist tinkling the 
ivories. 
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. FREE b4 10pm, £3 
after. South London’s famous bar/club. 
Wednesday Naughties at Central 
Station, 37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross N1 9SD. 10pm. FREE. Excellent 
cabaret to fire up your Wednesday 
evenings. Hosted by Cookie Monstar.
Come Mime With Me at Halfway II 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. From 9pm. Mitzi 
Macintosh hosts Halfway’s mime night 
special. 
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Quiz from 
9.30pm. Local gay bar in East London’s 
Limehouse.
Eagle London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. Free 
before 10pm, £3 after. Come for an 
after-work tipple, a cheeky midweek 
night out with the boys or a night cap 
and cruise on your way home. 
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THURSDAY 8TH MAY
The Underground Club, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
Underwear fun. SPANKZ 
(6pm-10pm) CP night for 
rougher, tougher play. 
Followed by COME TO 
DADDY (10pm-2am). 
SexVibe at Barcode, 
69 Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-late. £5. Cruise 
session, dark room and 
horny house beats while 
Vibe and PopVibe spin 
urban and pop tunes 
downstairs.
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. DAY 
CRUISE (1-7pm. £6). 
STRIPPED (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Get nude and 
rude. Strictly naked, except 
footwear. 
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, £3 
after. Men-only cruise bar 
for blokes, bears, and their 
mates. 

FRIDAY 9TH MAY 
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm, £4 entry) Undies 
only! FETISH BOUND 
(7pm-midnight) Bondage 
play. PAUNCHY (midnight-
4am) The club for big 
bellied men and those that 
admire them. 
Cruise/Dark Room 
at Ted’s Place, 305a 
North End Rd, W14. 
7pm-midnight. £3. Dirty, 
sexy cruise night. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
DAY CRUISE (1-7pm. £6). 
NIGHT CRUISE (7pm-1am. 
£7). Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Horny cruise 
spot minute’s from the 
West End. 
Fitladz at Barcode, 69 
Albert Embankment, 

Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
9pm-9am. £8 members, 
£10 guests. Get sexy at this 
cruise/club sesh! Horny 
lads, hot grooves, plus 
extended cruise space. 

SATURDAY 10TH MAY 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
all day and night with plenty 
of rooms to play. Licensed 
bar.  
The Backstreet at MA1 
Backstreet, Wentworth 
Mews, Mile End, E3 4UA. 
10pm-3am. Free members 
b4 10.45pm/£4 after, £7 
others. Free all night in 
rubber.  
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm, £4) Best undies 
for the boys. COLLARED 
(7pm-midnight) Friendly 
BDSM night.
Harder at Bar Berlin, Arch 
47c, South Lambeth Road, 
SW8. 10pm-4am. Macho 
night of leather, rubber, 
skin, uniform, industrial, or 
just boots/jocks. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
DAY CRUISE (1pm-7pm. 
£6) NIGHT CRUISE 
(7pm-1am. £7). Free drink, 
cloakroom, re-entry. Dark 
corners, catch a dirty 
movie, indulge your carnal 
side. 
The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
BOYS & SIRS (2pm-7pm) 
Spanking/CP/punishment 
event. SBN AFTERDARK 
(10pm-4am) Naked cruise 
session. 
Harder at Bar Berlin, The 
Hoist, 47b South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
10pm-4am. Leather, rubber, 
skin, uniform and industrial 
cruise night.

SUNDAY 11TH MAY 
Gummi at The Hoist at 

Arches 47b & 47c, South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, 
SW8 1RH. 6pm-midnight. 
The popular, monthly 
rubber party at the famous 
Hoist for lovers of figure 
hugging Latex and other 
smooth on the skin fun.
Sex on Sundays at SE5 
Dungeon, 156 Wells Way, 
Camberwell, SE5 7ST. 
1.30pm-7.30pm. £12, £8 
advance. Welcome tops, 
versatile guys and big ass 
bottoms to this afternoon 
blow out and chill out. Get 
cum drenched and open 
some holes with these 
boys. All ages welcome. 
Condoms and lube 
provided. Dress code: jock 
strap, boots or naked. Full 
access to play rooms and 
cruise area.
Vault: Underwear/
Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
UNDERWEAR (1-7pm. £6). 
CRUISE (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Just pants b4 7pm, 
then cruise ‘til late. 
S.O.P. at The Underground 
Club, Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. 1pm-midnight. 
£7. Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 
Chill Out at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 
7pm-2am. £3 b4 10pm, £5 
after. Mixed/gay crowd of 
cruisey guys. 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
day and night, plenty of 
rooms to play. Licensed bar.  
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. 
£8 members/£9 guests 
(free drink/coat check). 
Horny, naked cruise party. 
Stay on for after-party ‘til 
late - arrive before 9.30pm! 
The Hoist at Arches 47b & 
47c, South Lambeth Road, 
Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. S.B.N. 
(From 2pm) Fully naked 
cruise club. N.B.N. (from 
7pm) Nearly naked cruise. 
S.E.X. (10pm-1am) Wear 
what fetish you like, do who 
ya want. 

MONDAY 12TH MAY 
Sportswear Cruise 
at Ted’s Place, 305a 
North End Rd, W14. 

OffROcks
Get

Your 7pm-midnight. £3. Football 
shorts freaks, Speedo 
lovers, basketball tops (and 
bottoms), rugby buggers 
and trackie sluts unite!
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at Vault, 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. CRUISE 
(1-7pm. £6). STRIPPED 
(7pm-1am. £7). Free drink, 
cloakroom and re-entry. 
Horny cruise session first 
before naked time (except 
footwear).
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
BUTT NAKED (6pm-10pm) 
Strip down and get off with 
like-minded guys. HARD 
CRUZ (10pm-1am, free 
entry) Hard cruzing for 
horny guyz.
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
day and night with plenty of 
rooms to play. Licensed bar.  

TUESDAY 13TH MAY
Club CP at Bunker Bar, 
217 City Road, Shoreditch, 
EC1V 1JN. 7-11pm. £6. 
For rough play, spanking 
and all things harsh. No 
membership. Judgement-
free atmosphere. 
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. S.O.P. 
(6pm-1am) Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, £3 
after. Men-only cruise bar 
for blokes, bears, and their 
mates. 
Underwear/Naked at 
Ted’s Place, 305s North End 
Rd, W14. 7pm-midnight. £4. 
Strictly underwear only. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. 1-7pm, £6. 7pm-1am. 
£7. Cruising session at this 
horny hot spot.

WEDNESDAY 14TH MAY
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, £3 
after. Men-only cruise bar 
for blokes, bears, and their 

mates. 
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 7pm-11pm. £8 
members/£9 guests (free 
drink/coat check). Horny, 
naked cruise party. Heated 
outdoor ‘naked’ smokers 
terrace. 
The Hoist at 47b South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, 
SW8 1RH. OFFICE 
(5pm-9pm) Post-work 
stress relief. Wear what 
you like. Or less. N.B.N. 
(9pm-1am. £8.50) Nearly 
Bollock naked midweek 
night. 
Vault: Cruise/
Underwear at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. DAY CRUISE (1-7pm. 
£6) Then UNDERWEAR 
(7pm-1am. £7) Free 
drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Get down to your 
underwear.
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. DIRTY HEELS 
(3-10pm) The night for 
guys who like to wear 
stilettos, lingerie, stockings 
and more. HARD CRUZ 
(10pm-1am).

THURSDAY 15TH MAY
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, £3 
after. Men-only cruise bar 
for blokes, bears, and their 
mates. 
The Underground Club, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
Underwear fun. SPANKZ 
(6pm-10pm) CP night for 
rougher, tougher play. 
Followed by COME TO 
DADDY (10pm-2am). 
SexVibe at Barcode, 
69 Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-late. £5. Cruise 
session, dark room and 
horny house beats while 
Vibe and PopVibe spin 
urban and pop tunes 
downstairs.
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. DAY 
CRUISE (1-7pm. £6). 
STRIPPED (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Get nude and 
rude. Strictly naked, except 
footwear. 
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ON THE COVER
MACHINE
T IME

Issue 55 / Trademark Issue 234 / Jay Eff Issue 314 / Jay Eff

Issue 580 / picsbygaz.com Issue 632 / davidrothwell.com Issue 633 / magnushastings.co.uk

Issue 727 / magnushastings.co.uk Issue 756 / patrickmettraux.comIssue 750 / ethanjamesphotography.com

By Cliff Joannou 

The QX cover. Part worshipped by lustful readers, part reviled by those opposed to 
the deluge of idealized images that permeate our gay scene. 



Issue 467 / Jamie McCleod Issue 536 / Thorsthen Horvath Issue 573 / picsbygaz.com

Issue 634 / roughgods.com

Issue 965 / chrisjepson.com

Issue 793 / dylanrosser.com Issue 835 / shootmeup.co.uk

Issue 714 / magnushastings.co.ukIssue 713 / Tony Preece

QX has never apologized for celebrating gay sex. That would be like 
being ashamed of being born gay. And sex is often about fantasy, and 
for many guys, fantasy is a handsome guy with a six-pack. It’s not reality. 
Any level-headed person that’s been to a gay club will be able to tell the 
difference between the Adonis-like gogo boy on the podium and the guy 
they’re eyeing up on the dancefloor. 

Of course, the QX cover isn’t always tanned topless torsos with their titties 
out. It’s sometimes political (see pages 70-71) and even occasionally camp, 

especially whenever there are drag queens involved (see pages 86-89).
However, when all is said and done, QX is a gay magazine for gay men, 

and we’re pleased to have featured some truly masturbatory cover 
photography over the years. 

And so, in celebration of QX’s front page, to mark our 1000th issue we 
picked out just a tiny selection of some of the front covers that have run 
over the years, by some of the photographers whose names have became 
synonymous with ours. 



 50

Sex
QX was the first gay magazine to publish 
an erect penis and did so in one of its first 
editions. The printers initially refused to 
print the magazine unless I got clearance 
from a specialist lawyer. We got his 

approval in writing, which was forwarded 
to the printers. In those days the ‘Mull of 
Kintyre’ principle was applied to a penis 
which meant that it could be shown in 
print providing the angle was no greater 
than the peninsula itself, and as Jeff 
Stryker’s cock was very vertical it was a big 
problem. The article written by myself was 
encouraging the wearing of condoms and 
the lawyer’s ruling was that as the image 
was intended to educate and not titillate it 
could be printed.

QX was also very much credited with 
getting the male escorts off the street 
by allowing them to advertise, a job that 
was happily fulfilled by Stewart Who? 
shortly before his fame came from his 
creative writing. Street prostitution 
was a big problem as some guys selling 
themselves were very young and often 
got themselves into serious trouble 
with unscrupulous punters. Several 
documentaries were made highlighting 
the problem such as the BBC’s ‘Johnny 
Come Home’ a few years earlier. Many 
asked how we got away with such 
advertising and the answer was that the 
police and politicians knew that we were 
probably saving lives and also putting 
pimps out of business. We were even 
asked if we would consider producing a 
magazine that female ecsorts could use 
to advertise in, thus cleaning up phone 
boxes and hurting pimps. However, we 
declined.

Internet
I am proud to say that I put the first gay 
publication on the web. It happened like 
this; the office at the time was located in 
my home, Shaldon Mansions on Charing 
Cross Road. Egg owner Lawrence Malice 
and Troy Wear also had flats there and 
were regular visitors. Unannounced one 
day, Lawrence banged on my door and 
he had the owner of Dircon with him 
clutching a modem. I was told that I was 
going online, was connected up and was 
given my first email address. The modem 
speed in those days was 264K, extremely 
slow by modern standards, but I stuck with 
it and trolled the internet to download 
naughty jpegs and gifs which we sometimes 
used in the mag, which you could watch 
and wait as it unrolled on the screen, but 
nonetheless was very exciting.

I went across the road and bought 
a book on HTML design and painfully 
created the first QX website and decided 
the new title should be QX International 
as it could be read all over the world. 
Danny Grealy saw my efforts and offered 
to do a much better job of it and we 
never looked back from that day.

Drugs
When QX started the most common drug 
in use was ecstasy and the pills came in 
many varieties, the most popular being 
Doves. We always kept our readers 
informed as to which ones should be 
avoided and I was even threatened by a 
dealer because we had criticised his supply. 
But we also had a bit of fun, and in one 
particular story we described a pill we 
called ‘Elephant E’ which we reported as 
being everything you could ever want from 
a pill but the downside was that it caused 
ageing and the enlargement of body parts 
plus we showed pictures to support this 
claim (Photoshop) and dreadful pictures 

THIS IS QX
Tony Claffey worked on MX magazine 
from 1992. After it folded, he tweaked the 
concept and re-launched it with a new team 
and a new title, QX. Ben Schubert came on 
board as co-publisher soon after, helping 
to grow the business from its first office 
in Tony’s flat, to the multi-platform media 
operation it is today. The two have remained 
at the helm of QX’s publishing company, 
Firststar, ever since. Tony shares his thoughts 
on the continuing legacy of London’s most 
popular gay magazine…

MACHINE
T IME

Tony and Sinitta

By Tony Claffey
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of an ugly old drag queen. It was horrific, 
but to our amazement we had phone calls 
asking where these could be purchased!

DJs and Promoters
Up until QX came along the only 
celebrities on the gay scene were the 
drag queens and they were some of the 
best even to this day. We knew that to 
create an interesting scene we needed 
more well-known people that would make 
interesting reading and which our readers 
could take an interest in so we started 
publishing the names of club promoters 
and their DJs. It is amazing today to 
think that in those days a DJ’s name was 
unknown unless they were American and 
worked at the Sound Factory in New 
York. It has been recognised that without 
QX there would not have been such 
a vibrant gay scene and we might have 
never known these creators were such as 
Laurence Malice of Trade, David Inches of 
Heaven and, of course, Jeremy Joseph.

‘Hairspray Henshaw’ (Gary Henshaw 
of Ku Bar) started the early bar scene as 
the Village Bars, which he managed, grew 
as we did. It created a Soho scene which 
barely existed before then. It was made by 
people like himself and the promoters such 
as Wayne Shires who, in conjunction with 
QX, made this an in-your-face gay scene. 
We were dealing with AIDS/HIV and 
unashamedly getting on with our lives in a 
vibrant community.

MACHINE
T IME

I ran a club ‘The Glory Hole’ at Central Station in Kings Cross. It was probably the first raunchy 
club in London with an enormous back room and a DJ, sometimes Tony Calvo and other times 
Stewart Who? Music and sex… what more could you want? It became very popular and paid 
the mortgage. Naturally, there were incidents and pick-pockets were a great cause of concern. 
Michael Murphy, who was an occasional writer of ours, decided that increased awareness by 
the punters might help put a stop to it so he printed up slips of paper which he poked into 
the back pockets of the guys cruising. It simply stated: ‘You have been dipped by the Gay Pick-
Pocket Group’. It was just a bit of fun but we realised that we had over-stepped the mark when 
a policeman asked to interview us in relation to this. We told him that there was no such group 
and he told us he was very disappointed as he had got Scotland Yard to fund an investigation 
into this gay pick-pocketing group. How embarrassing!

Blondie, as our designer 
Denise Flower liked to 
be known, had a good 
relationship with many of 
the promoters and DJs that 
frequented the pages of QX. 
One of her favourites was 
Troy who also lived in Shaldon 
Mansions where the office (my 
home) was located.

She decided to tease him 
and his picture would appear 
somewhere in the magazine 
each week and he had to 
find it, which he usually did 
and thoroughly enjoyed the 
search. She might stick his 
head in a crowd shot or on 
someone’s T-shirt. On one 
occasion he was driven to 
distraction trying to find 
his image and hammered on 
my door around midnight 
demanding that I show him 
where it was. I did. She had 
made a wallpaper of his head 
repeating the image over 
and over and placed it in the 
background of a pub picture. 

We decided to call that game 
to an end before it became too 
serious and took up too much 
of our designer’s time.

“  In those days the 

Yvette hosted 
Ciao Baby 
and later Love 
Muscle at The 
Fridge. She was 
a great fluffer 
and succeeded 
in getting the 
strippers into 
a good state of 
arousal prior to 
their appearance 
on stage. It was 
a job she was 
very fond of 
especially as she 
was getting paid 
for all of this. 
She was the first 
to admit that 
she couldn’t sing, 
dance or tell 
jokes and yet 
became a star on 
the gay scene.

On a trip to 
Paris where she 
was appearing 
with the 
club, she was 
introduced to 
local French 
celebrities as 
Yvette and one 
Parisian asked 
her where she 
practised. 

Yvette was at 
a loss to answer, 
and then the lady 
said she could 
not understand 
why an English 
vet was needed 
in Paris!
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GAY SHAME
QX has never pretended to employ the most upstanding examples of the perfect 

By Cliff Joannou, Editor

The editorial department’s propensity for causing a fuss is sometimes 
second only to our in-house finance department’s ability to cause 
offence. It’s no secret that at QX Towers we’re ‘sometimes’ hounding 
clients for payment of booked advertising space. As a result, we’re 
kinda used to irate people calling us all sorts of names under the sun 
when they are chased for payment. One client in particular, Mr Clint, 
called and released a torrent of unrelenting abuse over the phone. 
We couldn’t figure out why?

After some investigating, it transpired that the former bookkeeper 
here was doing her duty of sending out the invoices and chasing 
up payments as is part and parcel of what she does. As much as 
we loved her, she was one of the more ‘on edge’ members of staff 
we’ve employed in that role. In her haste (although I think maybe 
subconsciously) she’d inadvertently addressed Mr Clint’s demand for 
payment and invoice to the less than flattering ‘Dear Mr Cunt’.

Needless to say he never advertised again. 

Driving round 

By Tony Claffey, 
Publisher

Former QX writer 
Michael Murphy had 
hired a car that he 
failed to return and 
was driving us to a pub 
to celebrate my 60th 
birthday where upon 
we were surrounded 
by police cars whist 
driving through the 
City in the evening. 
Apparently the tight 
security meant that 
the number plate had been picked-up by a camera and identified as a 
‘stolen’ car. We were all arrested: Michael, our web designer at the 
time Daniel Greally, my co-publisher Ben Schubert and myself. We 
spent several hours in police cells while the mess was sorted out. 

When we were released Danny could hardly 
walk because, as soon as we were stopped, he 
had swallowed a chunk of hash and an ’E’ that 
he was terrified the police would find! We did 
manage to drag him away before the police 
noticed - with a big grin on his face.

C%*@

MACHINE
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Piles of Fun 
By Tony Claffey, Publisher

Barry Laden, who at one time or another worked for 

every gay publication but ended up doing press for 

Andrew and Susan at The Fridge, always sent us a very 

high resolution image for our back cover. That week he 

sent us the same, but of a gogo boy dancing naked on a 

podium. We fitted it neatly onto our page and off it went 

as a Quark document along with the Tiffs and fonts to our 

printers that had to be sent in those days on Syquest. This 

was before we could transmit them as PDF documents 

where no errors were possible. All seemed well until 

we received the printed magazines where the image had 

been blown up to such a great degree that every detail 

of his bum hole could be seen… including his piles! Barry 

phoned up to ask for a refund but was laughing as he knew 

that every gay man in London was talking about THAT 

ADVERT. 
The gogo boy went back to his day job and never danced 

naked again.
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GAY SHAME

Shit happens…
By Cliff Joannou, Editor

It was my first day in the office as Editor. I 
was just 26 years old and admittedly a little 
nervous. I was the youngest one in the team 
(not any more – ahem) and eager to make a 
good impression. At the time we had three 
office dogs (‘dogs’ as in animals, not rancid 

staff of which there were many). I was never brought up around pets at home, so having three 
dogs sniffing around my ankles while I was proofing Club News was a little distracting. In an 
effort to be ‘nice’ I let one of the older of the dogs, Marley, lick the leftovers of my tuna salad 
out of its plastic container. Within minutes Marley was shitting up and down the office. 

“Who gave him oil?” came a familiar screech from the dark side of QX Towers. 
I pleaded ignorance. 
Let that be a lesson to you: don’t ever be nice to a scrounging dog, and don’t ever let a bitch 

lick your trash out.

By Matt Joshua, former Deputy Editor

There was a graphic designer, Suren
Who felt rather gymnastic now and then
To avoid the door fee at HMD
Over the wall he would leg it, happily

Now Suren likes a tipple and she loves 
a good bump
But cat like she aint’ and she came down 
with a thump
Was she monumentally high, or 
stupendously pissed?
Not so light on her feet, just a limp, 
broken wrist

For Suren missed her footing and 
teetered and fell
She lay on the Vauxhall pavement feeling 
pretty unwell
Back at QX with her wrist caked in plaster
Oh egg the on her face… much giggles 
and laughter. 

(You know QX staff get guest list, right love?) 

By Tony Claffey, Publisher

It seems our craziest nights often 
occurred at The Fridge. We had all been 
given free shots of Absinthe by owners 
Susan and Andrew, a drink none of us 
was accustomed to and had us all rolling 
around the floor tripping, and some even 
attempting to shag! When the most 
upstanding of us realised that a friend, 
John, had gone out into the yard at the 
back and disappeared, yet the rear gate 
was well and truly locked! We eventually 
gave up looking for him. The next day he 
told us that he had somehow decided to 
climb up onto the roof of the Fridge and 
leave the club that way. Fortunately he 
made it off the roof of the Fridge in one 
piece, with no injuries other than ripping 
his leather jacket to shreds in the process. 
He had no idea why he had decided to 
leave that way.

We all thought that his disappearance 
was purely imaginary and part of the trip 
we were on, and were very reluctant to 
accept any more invitations to that bar by 
the owners. Andrew always claimed that 
he was the first to import Absinthe into 
the UK after it had been banned for years.

By Cliff Joannou, Editor

It was the launch party or birthday of a 
gay venue in Soho. There have been so 
many over the years I can’t for the life 
of me remember which one it was. A 
bunch of guys from QX Towers were also 
in attendance. All that is scarred on my 
memory is the horror of what was to come. 

It was a rare hot summer, so I’d left my 
bag and coat in the office to collect later. 
After several hours of getting blasted in 
whatever Soho venue I was in, I staggered 
back to the office to collect my bag. As I 
climbed my way up the stairs I found the 
office door unlocked and the lights were on. 

Fuck! Had I forgotten to lock office? 
Were we being burgled? I snapped out of 
bitch mode and into butch mode (I took 
my earrings off and rolled up my sleeves 
to accentuate my biceps). I opened the 
door slowly not to startle the intruder. 

I nearly vomited to find a certain 
member of shrill staff who shall remain 
nameless for legal reasons cavorting 
naked with some rather hideous bloke 
he’d pulled from the party. 

Years of therapy, counseling and 
hypnosis have failed to remove this 
terrifying image from my memory. 

(or a shot too far)
By Cliff Joannou, Editor

A few years ago we published a photo of 
a famous London club’s manic dance floor 
packed full of hot guys, gogos, lasers and 
happy faces. Oh, and in our haste on press 
day nobody noticed that in the foreground 
of the photo was one clubber passing a 
dropper bottle and pipette to his friend. 
Oops. Cue irate phone calls from the 
venue owner. *

* QX does not condone drug taking, 
especially in gay night clubs! We just 
sometimes inadvertently report on it 
happening. 
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Meet the Editors
The past 1000 issues of QX have seen a plethora of writers and contributors give their talents to 
the publications. From notable political activists (Peter Tatchell) to celebrity comedians (Alan Carr, 
Paul O’Grady) via more familiar gay scene personalities, these pages have been graced (and proudly 

people that put their own personal stamp and identity on the magazine during their tenure here. QX 
as a product is something that exists, survives and continues only because each contributing talent has 
meshed their unique viewpoint into its wider identity. We invited the Editors and Deputy Editors from 
the formative years and more recent times to write a lil’ something looking back at their time here…

y life at MX was 
spawned via a 
snippy letter to 
the publishers. 
It praised the 
editorial, critiqued 
a perceived slavery 
to advertisers and 

challenged them to review my dwindling 
Sunday club night in Chiswick. Tony 
Claffey and Vince Tassone picked up the 
gauntlet, bringing Jeremy Joseph with 
them to the curious Platform 3. Owned 
by two very eccentric men, it was housed 
in cavernous railway arches and featured 

tanks and a library. Too drunk to notice 

grabbing a mic and miming to Lou Reed’s 
‘Goodnight Ladies’ whilst swaying with a 
pint of Guinness. They offered me a job on 
the spot. 

My initial, faltering approach at the MX 

you could fax money to people and wrote 

my features in long hand, before typing 
them into the computer. John Major was 
the Prime Minister. The internet was yet to 

and I had LOADS of hair. What happened 
over the next decade 
was extraordinary and 
from my perspective, life 
changing. They sacked 
me from the advertising 
department, but let me 
run riot on the editorial. 
MX split, became QX and 
it found a new vigour.

The magazine was 
highly ground breaking; 

fearless lipstick lesbian 
that was Jacqui Gibbons. 
She held court at Trade 
in a peroxide pixie crop 
and a skimpy mix of 
Lacroix, Westwood and 
fetish wear. La Gibbons 
infuriated the lesbian 
community to such an 
extent that the Lesbian 
Avengers removed 
copies of the magazine 
from every venue across 
London. We had arrived. 
Again. QX proudly 
embraced a cocky philosophy that was 
politically incorrect, dangerous and FUN. 

Jacqui was an inspirational mentor and 
stepping into her killer heels was daunting 
- but also, the gig of a lifetime. I feel very 
blessed to have worked for such a radical, 
provocative, underground and creative 

publication. Tony Claffey gave me free 
rein to experiment with the editorial - but 
the WHOLE venture was an unhinged art 
project. From the acid house, Bauhaus, 
psychedelic and ultramodern graphic 

design from Denise The 
Lady to the hot, semi-
pornographic butcher’s 
platter of the escort 
section, QX howled from 
the page. It was a weekly 
explosion of queer and 
chaotic content, both dark 
and glorious. It pleases me 
no end, that the magazine 
continues this tradition. 
It’s STILL the most edgy 
and informative free 
magazine in London, if not 
the world. Yes, the fucking 
world. Have you seen the 
free gay mags in other 
cities? 

Of course, QX is a little 
sharper these days. More 
professional, one might 
say. In the early days, it 
was Devil Wears Prada 
Vs Trainspotting. For one 

we chopped out a line of 
“coke” on the photocopier 

and scanned an image of someone snorting 
the alleged ‘line’ (see above, right). It was a 
dreadful cover, but we didn’t care, because 
being rock and roll idiots was way more 
important than competing with Tatler. In 
many ways, I bled my life onto the pages 
of QX during a somewhat chaotic period 

the most 
edgy and 
informative 
free 
magazine in 

the world. 

fucking world. 
Have you 
seen the free 
gay mags in 
other cities?”

M

MACHINE

Former QX Contributing Editor and Writer
1994-2003



Keith McDonnell
Former QX Editor, 2001-2003

ine was a ‘rags to 
riches…to rags’ 
modern day QX 
Cinderella story 
that alas involved 
no high-heels or 
charming princes. 
It was the dawn of 

the new millennium and I had just left a 
demoralising job at CNN, so was on the 
lookout for something new and challenging. 
My friend Stephen Moore was running the 
sales department at QX and he wanted 
someone to join him at the coal face, as 
it were. I was available, had ten years of 
sales’ experience, and needed to pay the 
rent, so I thought ‘why not?’ 

I hadn’t been in my role long when 

Monday, which was press day, as the Bar 
News’ writer had gone AWOL. “Hold 
the front page,” I cried. 
Having done some 
writing in the past I 
jumped in and dashed off 
Bar News in an hour or 
so. It went down well, so 
from that moment on Bar 
News was mine. Within a 
year, after having proved 
my mettle by editing, if 
that’s the word, some 
truly execrable examples 
of Club News I was 
promoted to the position 
of Editor. 

For a while I really 
did think I was the cat’s 
pyjamas, my arrogance far 
outstripping my abilities, 
but as Spider-Man says, 
“with great power comes 
great responsibility,” and 
in hindsight being able to troll around gay 

I could physically consume was not really 
the best course of action for me. 

Having said that, it was exciting to be 
at the helm of QX, as big changes were 
happening. The ‘sex’ elements of the mag 
were excised into a companion publication 
called QC (which current QX Editor 
Cliff edited), allowing a greater breadth 
of editorial in QX than had gone before. 
I interviewed and made Pam Ann a cover 
star before anyone else saw her mega-

and Simon Happily wrote for the mag, as 
did Kiki and Herb, whilst Stewart Who?’s 
new column, The Three-AM Boys was 

nothing short of 
genius. Of course, 
being Editor of a 
free publication 
that is paid for by 
advertisers often 
caused problems, 
and whilst most club 
promoters were a 
joy to work with, I 
found that those with 
the least amount of 
talent or originality 
unfortunately had the 
biggest egos. 

I certainly learned 
on the job, and it 
provided me with 
invaluable experience 
– yes I made mistakes 
along the way, but 
who doesn’t? And 

it’s only fair to say that Cliff has done a 
fantastic job as my successor over the last 
eleven years. Happy 1000th. 

“ In hindsight 
being able to 
troll around gay 

as much free 
alcohol as I 
could physically 
consume was not 
really the best 
course of action 
for me”

MACHINE
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in my life. In amongst interviews with pop stars, 
short stories and book reviews, I charted nervous 
breakdowns, relationship angst, family trauma, 
righteous fury about HIV awareness, polemic 
rants, experiences of therapy and a persistent, 

that is the gay scene. Today, everyone seeps their 
personal life into the public sphere via social 
media. Back then, it was brave and unique of QX 
to allow a debauched and rave-damaged queen 
to document their bumpy ride from disco to 
downfall… and back again. 

My years at QX were eye-opening, hugely 
instructive, stupidly exhausting, occasionally 
violent, brilliantly social, highly emotional, morally 
challenging, chemically fuelled, utterly hilarious, 
often shocking, sporadically heart breaking, 
highly addictive, harsh on the liver, politically 
inspiring, persistently insane, creatively nourishing, 
spiritually draining, wild beyond redemption and 
never, ever boring. We were a dysfunctional family, 
but a passionate one - we believed in the product 
and fought its corner with the passion of parents 
protecting their child. You should, too. QX is a 
slick gift, a weekly slice of saucy, honest, sassy 

miss her when she’s gone. 1000 issues? Boom! 

The tequila 
boy pic was 

used in an ad 
campaign that 
ran in MX, be-

fore I started 
work there. 
It was used 

to launch The 
Box. QX pub-

lisher Tony 
recognised 

me from the 
advert. That 

was the other 
thing that got 

me the job. 
Makes me 
feel dirty.

M
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It was the best of times (guest list, drinks 
tickets, experiments with dr…ag, free 
porn and pants, and a whole lot of 
laughs), it was the worst of times (reviews 
in the arse end of nowhere, in the cold, in 
the wet, the hangovers, the long-suffering 
boyfriends), it was the age of wisdom (who 
has the list, who has the drinks tickets, 
who lets you backstage), it was the age 
of foolishness (10 inch platforms and a 
baby doll in February! Seriously?), it was 
the epoch of belief (against my better 
judgement, I believe I’ll have another 

it was the epoch of incredulity (especially 
during my QXMEN days - “he put all 
of that in there?!”), it was the season 
of Light (Chris Jepson, c’mon on, gisa 

it was the season of Darkness 
(and darkrooms and dungeons - it’s like 
method acting, innit?), it was the spring of 
hope (hoping my Mum never found out 
what I did for a living), it was the winter of 
despair (and discount tents – camp, gurl!), 
we had everything before us (sometimes 
new escorts will give you a freebie if 
they think you work in sales - I didn’t, 
but certain others did!), we had nothing 
before us (especially on Bank Holiday 
Mondays when we had a rota for the 

cold pizza. Oh wait. There was no sofa! 
we were all going 

direct to Heaven (and Trade, and G-A-Y, 
and Trannyshack, and Fruit Machine, and 
Orange, and the RVT, and HMD, and the 
Hoist, and Ted’s and the White Swan and 
the Black Cap, and on, and on) and…we 
were all going direct the other way (Oy vey, 
duckie! I’ll never be the same again!)
Congratulations on your 1000th issue! 

A Tale of 2 Editors
– an ode to 
Clifftina, with 
sincere apologies 
to Charles Dickens
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By Matt Joshua 
(aka Tilda Basmati Rice)
Former QX Deputy Editor and QXMEN Editor, 2004-2008
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X was such an 
insane period 
for me, and 
it takes some 
distance and 
time from 
stepping off 
the party train 

to fully appreciate how it affected 
my life. Five years of mincing, 
networking, gurning, learning, 
long hours and living in a bubble of 
extreme queenery, drag and wide-
eyed topless torsos. You really 
get to see ‘behind the curtain’ of 
London’s glittering gay scene™.

to choose between going on my 
friend’s private jet to party in the 
country manor of a rock star he was 
doing publicity for… or reviewing 
Barcode Vauxhall. I made a choice of 

time in my life, but the two would be 
intertwined for the next half decade. 
After a month or so, I was made 
Editorial Assistant. Our Glorious 
Leader Kletus went on holiday and 
suddenly I was managing a magazine 
with zero experience in journalism. 

the way at QX Towers.
 I must have done all right, as I 

was made Deputy Editor. I’d already 
been pounding the London gay 
scene for eight years when I got 
the job, but suddenly I was being 
handed free drinks left, right and 
centre, as my friends and I sashayed 
past the queues, getting into the 
hottest nights for free. I knew all 
the secrets, gossip and politics that 
affected the drag queens, DJs, gogos, 
bar managers, club promoters in this 
microcosm of madness.

Patrick Cash
Assistant Editor, 2013-present

hat does QX mean to me? I 

gay community in London, and a 
means of reaching that community. 
Occasionally, when I’ve interviewed 
people in my time at the magazine 
and asked them how they perceive 
that gay community in London, 

they’ve questioned whether there is a sense of community 
at all. Does being gay automatically join us together? 

I think it does. 
Whatever our 
age, we know that 
being gay has set 
us apart from the 
greater cross-
section of society. 
We’re aware of the 

have been through, 
and that many of 

will have been very 
similar. Growing 
up gay with no one 
else gay or mention 
of it in schools, 
the widespread 
normality of 
homophobia 
amongst 
adolescents, coming 
out to friends, 
coming out to family 

out to the scene. 
Where of course, the story never stops. The gay scene 

in London is a wonderful, vibrant, brilliant creation that is 
continuously evolving and changing its spots. You can enjoy 
a different facet of the gay scene’s jewel every night of the 
week in London, and QX both turns and spurs on those 
ever-revolving doors. And I’d have to admit that during 
my time here of just over a year, I’ve taken many a swing 
around those revolving doors myself, staggering into and 
falling out of various venues around town with drink, fag 
and keys clutched in hand. 

But, if the city is a theatre, a scene is only one part of a 
greater whole. So, amongst the great and constant celebration 
of all that’s electric and happening in the clubs and bars, QX 
also integrates all other parts of that whole, which are often 
the darker parts that need to be spoken about. 

During my time here so far we’ve featured a lot of stories 
I’ve been proud to be a part of, from ‘Growing Up Gay 
and Muslim’ to the Russian situation, to living with HIV. 
However, possibly most pertinently as to what’s currently 
affecting the gay community of London, are the ‘chemsex’ 
issues, where HIV rates are soaring due to drug-fuelled 
sex involving high risk. We’ve covered this extensively, and 
not just by moaning ‘this is bad’ repeatedly, but by trying 

and, through identifying a source reason, possibly moving 
forward with a means toward a solution. 

And I get to do this kind of work at QX because I’m 
lucky enough to work with a team that care about all 
aspects of the gay community in London. So, that’s what 
QX means to me: community, and a sense of ongoing, 
supportive solidarity.  MACHINE

T IME

Lee Dalloway
Former Deputy Editor, May 2008 to Feb 2013

I got to meet amazing people, 
seek out and hire great talent, 
interview celebrities, write 
ridiculously silly pieces and also 
serious ones that affected our 
community. Those particular 
articles often allowed me to let 
go of my own demons. One of the 
greatest moments was receiving an 
email from a young guy who read 
my personal account of depression 
and told me his article had made 
him think twice about ending his 
own life. It’s a humbling reminder 
that the words I typed out, often 
feeling like a hamster on a never-
ending gay wheel, could actually 
resonate with people.

When I started I was 25, naïve, 
immature and full of wide-eyed 

I was 30, exhausted, frustrated and 
had developed a cynical crust it took 
me a while to shake off. People think 
QX is a life of drinking, decadence 
and deviance - and it is - but it’s 
bloody hard work, too. I also gained 
invaluable experience that later 
allowed me to become Assistant 
Editor of Gay Times.

QX has the most dedicated staff 
I’ve ever seen; people who work 
extremely hard to promote and help 
keep alive probably the greatest 
gay scene in the world, who I miss 
working with to this day. None 
more so than my Editor and dear 
friend Kletus (that’s Cliff to you). 
We constantly fought like an old 
married couple, but, as a creative 
partnership, no-one could touch us, 
and I wouldn’t be the person I am 
today if it wasn’t for this wonderful 
man and insane magazine. Long may 

cheek, face-down-in-the-gutter-view 
of all things homosexual. 

Q

W
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1994
February: In the reform of the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Bill in Parliament, 
Conservative MP Edwina Currie tables 
an amendment for the gay male age of 
consent to be lowered from 18 to 16. It is 
defeated by 307 votes to 280. Gay rights 
group OutRage! clashes with police outside 
Westminster in anger at the outcome. 

Wendyl Harries 
of OutRage! 
says: When we 
were taking on the 
age of consent battle, 
you had all these 
organisations working 
together focussing on 
the campaign for the 
age of consent from 
twenty-one, and we 
all agreed the same 

policy: sixteen or nothing. A compromise would 

all over again. If you’re going to discriminate 
against us you might as well leave it as it is. 
That was the big push… And then Angela 
Mason from Stonewall nearly got strung up on 
a lamppost outside the Houses of Parliament. 
They had the vote on a cold February, and 
we’d worked really hard, there must have been 
more than a thousand of us waiting outside 
in a candlelit vigil, whilst Angela Mason was 
inside. Derek Jarman had just died a couple of 
months before and all he wanted was the age 
of consent, and I’m glad that he’d died before 
this, because it would have broken his heart 
to see us lose. Then Mason comes out and 
says: ‘We’ve won! It’s eighteen!’ There was 
nearly a massive riot, and we had to start the 
campaign all over again. 

8th June: Stonewall and sixteen-year-
old Euan Sutherland launch an appeal 
regarding the age of consent to the 
European Court of Human Rights, in a case 
named ‘Sutherland vs United Kingdom’. 

October: 
QX launches 

issue after 
reinventing 
itself from the 
short-lived 
‘MX’. The tag 
line is ‘Clubs, 
Bars, Food, 
Fags and Lots 

of Other Stuff’. We dropped the food bit 
shortly after. 

November: OutRage! names ten 
Bishops as gay at the General Synod of 
the Church of England and urges them to 
‘Tell the Truth’. 

1995
June/July: 200,000 people attend London 
Pride in Victoria Park, the biggest ever.

1996
OutRage! warns twenty closeted gay MPs 
that they’ll be outed if they keep voting 
against equality. Most stop. 

1997

1st May: New Labour wins General 
Election, with seats to out-gay men 
including Stephen Twigg (right) and 
Ben Bradshaw (left). 

3rd May: Chris Smith becomes 

1998
22nd June: House of Commons votes to 
set the age of consent for gay men at 16.

22nd July: House of Lords defeats the 
clause. 

1994 – 2014:  
TWENTY YEARS OF GAY HISTORY

By Patrick Cash



63 

1999

30th April: Bomb goes off in the Admiral Duncan gay pub on Old Compton Street, following 
similar attacks on Brixton and Brick Lane by the ‘London Nail Bomber’. Three people at the 
Admiral Duncan die, and several are injured. 

Mark Healey of 17-24-30 No to Hate Campaign says: I passionately believe that it is as 
important today as it has always been to remember what happened during the London Nail Bomb 
attacks that took place in April 1999 which is why I founded the group 17-24-30 No To Hate Crime 
Campaign. It is important to remember what happened so we can prevent it happening again. Over 
the period of two weeks David Copeland set out to stir up fear and hatred in the hope that it would 
lead to the election of the British National Party. Luckily he was caught and his plan failed but not 
before he had killed three people and injured many more. It is important we remember those who 
lost their lives - John Light, Nick Moore and Andrea Dykes and her unborn child, that we continue to 
support those affected by these horrendous events and that we continue to encourage the black, Asian 
and gay communities to work together to eliminate hate in our communities. 

28th July: 
fostering and adopting. 

2000

12th January: The ban on LGBT people 
serving in the British armed forces is 
repealed by the New Labour government. 

2001
8th January: Gay age of sexual consent 
reduced to 16. 

5th September: Two same-sex couples 
in London are ‘married’ under the London 
Partnerships Scheme, witnessed by current 
London Mayor Ken Livingstone. 

Linda 
Wilkinson, who 
participated 
in a ceremony 
with her partner 
Carol Budd said: 
“We are doing this 
because we believe 
it is another nail 

prejudice that denies us our fundamental 
rights as human beings and makes us second 
class citizens in our own country.”

2002
7th November: The Adoption and 
Children Act affords equal rights to same-
sex couples applying for adoption. 

2003
18th November: 
Section 28 is repealed from the law. 

Section 28 of the Local Government 
Act 1988 prohibited local authorities 
from ‘promoting’ homosexuality or gay 
‘pretended family relationships’ and 
prevented councils spending money 
on educational materials and projects 
perceived to promote a gay lifestyle. 

2004
1st May: The Sexual Offences Act 2003 
comes into force and repeals the anti-
gay sexual offences of buggery and gross 

criminal code that does not discriminate 
on the grounds of sexual orientation. 

MACHINE
T IME

gay law in Britain for over 100 years. 

impacted lesbians. It led to a huge 
crackdown by schools and local 
councils. They feared prosecution, 
so most of them cut funding and 
facilities to LGBT organisations. It 
hit support for LGBT youth really 
hard; betraying a whole generation. 
I was overjoyed when Section 28 
was repealed after 15 years. But 
I also realised that repeal would 
not automatically result in LGBT-

positive education in 
schools and more 

gay-friendly local 
services. These 
are battles we are 

than a decade after 
Section 28 was 

scrapped.

Peter Tatchell
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2005
5th December: Civil Partnership Act 2004 

registered taking effect from the 21st 
December. A civil partnership is described 
as a legal status similar to a marriage but for 
two people of the same sex. 

2008
May: The Criminal Justice and 
Immigration Act offers legal protection 
against incitement to hatred on grounds 
of sexual orientation, although has a 
religious defence after amendment by the 
House of Lords. 

2009
April: Equality Bill introduced to 
Parliament in an aim to replace separate 
laws on gender, race, disability, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and religion or 
belief with an all-inclusive legal framework. 

However, Peter Tatchell writes in 
The Guardian in December of that year: 
‘The equality bill denies LGBT people 
protection in cases of homophobic 
harassment by school authorities, by 
the owners and managers of properties 
and by the providers of services. Similar 

the grounds of age, disability, race and 
sex. This omission gives a green light to 
homophobes. Under this section of law, 
they won’t face sanctions for anti-gay 
victimisation.’

25th September: 
Ian Baynham, a gay 
man, is attacked by 
three teenagers as he 
walks through Trafalgar 
Square holding hands 
with his partner. One 
attacker, Ruby Thomas, 
stamps on his head 

when he lies on the ground. He dies in 
hospital eighteen days later. 

30th October: Thousands of people 
attend a candlelit vigil against hate crime, 
organised by Mark Healey of 17-24-30, 
in Trafalgar Square. 

2010

May: General election results in a 
coalition government of the Conservatives 
and Liberal Democrats with David 
Cameron as Prime Minister. More openly 
lesbian and gay MPs are elected to the 
House of Commons than ever before. 

June: Government publishes its LGB 
and T policies paper which covers 
religious civil partnerships, lobbying 
other countries to repeal homophobic 
laws, remove historic convictions for 
consensual gay sex from criminal records, 
tackling homophobic bullying, better 
recording of hate crimes and ending the 
deportation of LGBT asylum seekers 

Four years 
later, 
when QX 
interviews 
Russian 
LGBT 
asylum-
seeker 
Irina 
Putilova 
in 2014, 
she says: 
People just 
asked me all 

information from my passport and information 
that doesn’t say anything about you. There 
was just one question to do with why I left 
Russia and you’re supposed to answer in a 
couple of sentences and that’s it. And that’s 
how they make a decision. So basically all 
this hour, this person was asking me all these 
facts, date of my birth, where I lived, all this 
factual information, nothing about me as a 
person but me as a piece of paper. And then, 
based on this information, they decided to put 
me on the fast track for detention. They put 
me in a so-called ‘removal centre’, the place 
from where people are usually sent back, so 
they probably wanted to send me back as 
fast as possible just to get rid of me. (‘From 
Russia For Asylum: Ira Must Stay’ – see 
Article Links: 1). 

2011 

January: Civil partners Martyn Hall 
and Steven Preddy are successful in 
their case against B&B owners Peter and 
Hazelmary Bull. The Bulls refused Hall and 
Preddy a double room at the B&B on the 
basis of their sexual orientation. 

January: Ruby 
Thomas, 18, and 
Joel Alexander, 
20, are convicted 
of manslaughter for 
their involvement 
in the killing of 
Ian Baynham, with 
sentences enforced 
by the 2003 Criminal 
Justice Act. 

MACHINE
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“ Thousands of people attend a candlelit vigil 
against hate crime, organised by Mark Healey 
of 17-24-30, in Trafalgar Square”
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2012
20th January: Three Muslim men are 
convicted at Derby Crown Court of 
inciting hatred on the grounds of sexuality 

under hate crime legislation. 

12th April: Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson

7th July: 
The 40th 
anniversary 
of London 
Pride is 
held in the 

conjunction 
with World 
Pride. 

at an 
emergency 
meeting on 
27th June the 
festivities 
are scaled 

mismanagement. A new Pride organisation 

2013
5th February: The Marriage (Same Sex 

House of Commons. 

27th March: 

Councils calling for effective action to 

Drawing on evidence from Antidote 

Club Drug 
Clinic and the clinic at 56 Dean 
Street
the massive increase in the use of these 
drugs by gay men in the context of high 
risk sex. There are also high rates of 

Deborah Jack, Chief Executive of 
NAT, says: HIV prevention services for 
gay men in London have failed to effectively 
address this issue. They have been too slow 
to respond to the fast changing trends in 
drug use on the gay scene.

2
3

Conversation 
With’ interview 

David Stuart
formerly of 
Antidote and now 

Dean Street (4

May: Leading 
gay men’s charity GMFA has the majority 

5

30th June: President Vladmir Putin 

of the word gay on the streets in order 

during the year: 

July: 6

September: Cliff 
Joannou

with Peter Tatchell 7
The event results in Tatchell meeting with 

Cameron raises the subject with President 
Putin at the G20 summit. 

MACHINE
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Article Links

1. ‘From Russia for Asylum: Ira Must Stay’ 
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/from-
russia-for-asylum-ira-must-stay/

2. ‘It Starts With You’ 
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/it-starts-
with-you/

3. ‘What’s Up, Doc?’ 
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/it-starts-
with-you/

4. ‘In Conversation With: David Stuart’
www.qxmagazine.com/blog-event/in-
conversation-with-david-stuart/

5. ‘Cut To Your Heart’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/cut-to-
your-heart/

6. ‘To Russia, With Hope’ 
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/to-russia-
with-hope/

7. ‘Love Russia, Hate Homophobia’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/love-russia-
hate-homophobia-day-of-action-2/

8. ‘To LGBT Russia With Love’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/to-russian-
lgbt-with-love/

9. ‘Beautiful Minds’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/beautiful-
minds/

10. ‘Me, My Life & HIV’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/me-my-life-
and-hiv/

11. ‘Let’s Talk About Gay Sex & Drugs’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/lets-talk-
about-gay-sex-and-drugs/

12. ‘Is Gay Marriage Making Us the Same 
or Tame?’
www.qxmagazine.com/feature/is-gay-
marriage-making-us-the-same-or-tame/

October: When we cover Rachael 
Williams (of the Dalston Superstore)’s 
event, organised in conjunction with 
Daniel Vais of TedXHackney, ‘To Russian 
LGBT With Love’ (8). 

October: The ‘States of Minds’ report 
is released, covering the mental wellbeing 
of HIV+ men, and revealing that three-
quarters experience mental health 
problems. QX speaks to a selection of 
gay men living with the virus within the 
London LGBT community about this issue 
in ‘Beautiful Minds’ (9). 

December: Following on from this 
initiative, and to mark World AIDS 
Day on the 1st December, QX speaks 
to another selection of men about what 
it’s like living with HIV in London’s gay 
community in ‘Me, My Life & HIV’ (10). 

2014
March: With the ‘chemsex’ and attendant 
HIV/STI infections still rising in London’s 
gay community, QX Assistant Editor 
Patrick Cash 
Talk About Gay Sex and Drugs’ event at 
Manbar, Soho, in association with David 
Stuart from 56 Dean Street. An 
open-communication forum for gay men to 
come talk freely, and without judgement, 
about how they perceive sex and drugs 
within the LGBT community, the event is 
a success. The next one is scheduled for 
Monday 12th May. QX reports on why 
they’re running the event in the magazine 
in ‘Let’s Talk About Gay Sex & Drugs’ (11). 

29th March: Same-sex marriage is 

under the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) 
Act 2013. QX interviews a selection of 
voices from around the scene on their 
opinions of what this means for the 
modern gay community in ‘Is Gay Marriage 
Making Us the Same or Tame?’ (12). 

8th May: QX publishes its 1,000th 
issue, marking nearly twenty years of 
weekly gay publishing. 

MACHINE
T IME

“ Same-sex 
marriage 

the Marriage 
(Same Sex 
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THE LIVE EUROVISION 
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By Cliff Joannou

Fighting the good fight

MACHINE
T IME

ince its inception, QX has championed 
gay rights and issues like no other 
magazine can. 

Of course, there are other magazines 
that proudly represent the queer voice, 
like Attitude and Gay Times. Both of 
them are tremendously impressive 
titles as national publications that are 

distributed across the UK and, equally as vital, reach those 
gay guys in the more remote parts of the UK where there is 
little or no gay scene. In the days before the internet and social 
media (and still even today) those titles were often the only 
lifeline to a gay community for many people.

However, QX was different in that it focused its attention on 
the burgeoning London scene. With such a dense population 
of LGBT people, combined with the capital being the political, 
financial and creative centre of the UK, QX was in a position to 
shout louder and be heard directly by the influential figures that 
needed to hear our message. As a weekly title, QX could also 
react faster to news and the pertinent issues of the moment; 
after the Admiral Duncan bombing in 1999, the story made 
our cover. And crucially, as a free title that was distributed in 
clubs, bars, gay friendly retailers and health centres it spoke 
directly to the people that needed to hear about the issues that 
affected the gay community. While we may not have enjoyed 
the high profile of the newsstand titles, the reach of our 
readership was undoubtedly impressive and spoke directly to 
the heart of the community. 

Yes, QX adorns on its covers reams of handsome men, and 
runs pages upon pages of frivolous gays kicking their heels up in 

Issue 16 / February 1995

Issue 975 / November 2013

Issue 616 / December 2006

Issue 951 / May 2013

Issue 244

Issue 54

Issue 187

S

“QX has made a 
difference.” 
– Peter Tatchell
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Issue 691

bountiful abandon in clubs and bars across the 
city. Yes, we celebrate the sometimes more 
flighty aspects of gay culture, from pop music 
to fashion to the body beautiful. But life is all 
about Balans, right? Sorry, I meant BALANCE. 
Life is all about balance, and if we’re going to 
celebrate the exuberance of living an indulgent 
lifestyle, then we are very much aware that we 
have a responsibility to also tick our karmic 
boxes and do some good, too.

We at QX know that we have a responsibility 
to educate and inform people in a non-
judgmental manner about the drugs they 
are necking every weekend. (And weekday, 
knowing some of you as we do.) We know we 
have to highlight the problems that gay men 
face today, from mental health issues to HIV 
awareness. We also need to let you know 
which political parties and institutions are 
looking to halt the march towards equality. 
Finally, we have a duty to inform you about 
the gross injustices that continue to take place 
around the world to LGBT people who live in 
fear of being open about their sexuality. 

So, that’s just what we do. 

Issue 819 / November 2010

Issue 716 / November 2008

Issue 986 / January 2014

Issue 925 / November 2012

Issue 994 / March 2014

“Congratulations to QX on its 
1000th issue. I’ve been reading 
since the start. A terrific 
magazine with an admirable mix 
of fun and serious issues. Party 
plus politics. It entertains and 
educates; informs and inspires.
“With a strong commitment to 
the welfare and empowerment 
of the LGBT community, QX 
has been in the forefront of 
HIV awareness and safer sex. It 

has supported and publicised the campaigns for LGBT equality. During every UK law reform 
campaign QX alerted its readers and encouraged them to get involved, from the age of consent 
to same-sex marriage. It has also supported the LGBT struggles in Russia, Uganda and many 
other countries. QX has made a difference. 

“I am so grateful for the way you have reported my human rights work and the Peter 
Tatchell Foundation, as well as the endeavours of many other LGBT community and campaign 
organisations. We owe QX a lot. I am proud to offer my huge thanks to the whole QX team. 
Happy 1000th!”

Peter Tatchell, Director, Peter Tatchell Foundation www.PeterTatchellFoundation.org

Issue 709



 72

WE ARE GA
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Issue 8 / December 1994

Issue 430 / April 2003

QX lives and breathes 
gay London. We won’t let 
anyone take that from us. 
No other magazine is more 
representative of this city’s 
gay scene than QX. When 
it comes to celebrating the 
characters and people that 
contribute to making London 
the gay capital of the world, 
we provide the platform for 
that to happen. 

We’ve celebrated the DJs, 
drag queens, cabaret artists, 
performers, hosts and other 
heathens that all contribute 
to what our gay scene is 
today. And we will continue 
to do so…

#QXGayLondon

Issue 84 / July 1996

Issue 596 / July 2006

Issue 499 / September 2004

Issue 619 / January 2007

Issue 588 / May 2006
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AY  LONDON
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Issue 669 / December 2007

Issue 619 / January 2007 Issue 680 / March 2008 Issue 875 / December 2011

Issue 842 / April 2011 Issue 872 / November 2011

Issue 912 / August 2012 Issue 773 / December 2009

Issue 901 / June 2012
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The Soho Takeover

MACHINE
T IME

or four years, QX 
was part of the huge 
dance party that 
took over swathes of 
our central London 
village. Soho Pride 
ran 2006-2008, 
before Gaydar 

presented Soho Live in 2009. 
When we were approached by Soho 

Pride to sponsor the dance stage on 
Rupert Street in 2006, I nearly creamed my 
pants. ‘Yes’ had to be the answer. 

Of course, I had to get the ‘OK’ from 
my publishers. It took a lot of convincing 
to persuade them that this would be a 
wise move for the magazine. It was a 
huge financial investment for effectively 
no return. After all, it’s not like we were 
selling anything or charging people entry. 
But I persevered and they eventually 
agreed. Organising such an event is a 
massive undertaking when you’re also 
trying to churn out a weekly magazine. 
But as challenges go, I didn’t care. This 
had to happen. Everyone at QX Towers 
got involved too, from designing visuals to 
helping staff the backstage VIP area. It was 
a huge team effort.

I booked some of the scene’s best house 
DJs that I knew would deliver the right 
sound. I programmed PAs, dance acts and 
MCs. While the main Soho Square stage 
was a more straight-up dance affair, this 
would be a day of non-stop, high octane 
entertainment.

The day came and we were nervous 
about hosting what effectively was the 
second stage of the whole party. But as the 
hours ticked on, the crowds flocked in, and 
by 3pm the street was absolutely going off. 

Over the years, our DJs included the 
likes of Mike Dower, Kris Di Angelis, 

F
Photos by Chris Jepson

By Cliff Joannou
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“ What 
was most 
impressive – 
and gave me 
most pride – 
is that unlike 
most street 
parties, the 
seem to leave”

Jodie Harsh, Jamie Head, Per QX and the 
GutterSlut bitches, and many more. Dance 
troupe The Powder Puff Girlz were a 
constant thrill, along with other surprise 
acts, and singer Therese provided the 
vocals. Finally, Crystal MC kept the crowd 
whooping along to the very end. It was a 
formula that delivered. 

What was most impressive – and gave 
me most pride – is that unlike most street 
parties, the crowd didn’t seem to leave, 
they came to check us out, and they stayed 
for the party, screaming for that one extra 
track when closing time came. The police 
were impressed enough to let us carry on, 
for a good few encores. When we closed, 
the street exploded in applause after the 
last track. 

The DJs, performers and team at QX 
were all utterly elated. It was one of the 
most uplifting days of my life, watching it 
all unfold. After that reaction, everyone 

agreed, it was worth every penny. 
We continued to host the event for the 

following Soho Prides (where we hosted 
two stages – the second one Old Compton 
Street, which featured pop DJs and cabaret 
acts.). After it folded, we came on board 
with the first Gaydar-run Soho Live party.

But this was to be the last street party 
of its kind that Soho was to enjoy other 
than the annual Pride celebrations. Largely 
due to the uncooperative authorities and 
local residents that resisted it, costs of 
staging an event on such a scale as well as 
the worldwide recession that had just hit, 
it became unfeasible to produce another 
Soho Pride/Live. 

But for those who were there, and those 
who have only just joined us on London’s 
gay scene, here’s a tiny selection of the 
shots our resident snapper Chris Jepson 
took to give you a taste of what was a 
phenomenal experience for us at QX…
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Mark Oakley, The Eagle

Career: The creation of the world’s first Gay 
Cinema sections in a high street retail chain with 
Virgin Megastores in the early 90s which evolved 
into ‘Gay Shopping Nights’ with 
exclusive titles like Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert. Beautiful 
Thing topped the national charts 
although only available from our 
own Virgin Megastores!

Personal: My personal highlight is the happiness, love and 
life I am sharing with my partner of twenty-seven years: Ian, 
my rock and my best friend.

Suzi Krueger, Hardon

Career: Having a float at Gay Pride 
for my last club FIST in the 90’s and 
having a FIST dance tent at all the 
Gay Pride’s in the 90’s.

Personal: Being able to work with 
so many people on the gay scene 
and creating so fantastic events over 
the years!

Jodie 
Harsh, 
Room Service

Career: Being fired from 
Heaven in 2003 (don’t worry, 
I got back in there years 
later). Being thrown out of 
Clone Zone for laughing 
at the sex toys (I didn’t 
realise they come in so many 
different shapes!) Being 
barred from The Village for 
serving drunken shows by 
breaking a table I was dancing 
on – and subsequently 
breaking my wrist – when I 
was 18. I think I’m allowed 
back in now. 

Personal: When Madonna 
performed at G-A-Y. It was 
such an amazing moment. I 
remember it being really hot 
and sweaty and she came on 
quite late, and the second 
the lights dropped, the 
clock started ticking at the 
beginning of ‘Hung Up’ and 
the disco ball opened, I just 
lost my shit. Biggest thing in 
gay London ever.

MACHINE

Mark Ames, XXL

Career: Simply starting XXL. It’s 
brought me highs and lows, brought 
me friends and foes but I still pinch 
myself at times. I knew nothing 
about running a night let alone 
owning a club. When I started it 
really was just a mad leap of faith. 
All I really knew was what not to do 

and the people I wanted to come, related with mostly bears, 
and the rest is history. I still remember the look on staff’s 
faces in the QX office when I exposed the idea for XXL... 
Happy to say we are mostly all still here.

Personal: Going to Number 10 Downing Street as a gay 
community representative. I had, prior to XXL worked 
in politics for years so I’d been there numerous times for 
work, but being there representing my community was a 
whole different thing. I was very humbled and proud to 
have done that, I even chucked out my own reasoning and 
agenda and went in saying ‘I’m gay first, and this is what 
gay people need’! And what I believe personally 
was secondary, odd as I knew many of the 
politicians there and I have been since told I 
was a bit stand-offish towards them and ‘this 
is not enough and we need more’... Hey ho, 
sometimes my poker face is just too 
good and bitches need to be told. 
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Wayne Shires, East Bloc

Career: Has to be the opening night of Crash. We were 
the first dance club in Vauxhall back in 1998 and had an 
amazing ten years there; the highlight was Yoko Ono doing 
a PA and Madonna’s brother getting wasted after her 
wedding with Jean-Paul Gaultier and Rupert Everett.

Personal: My 40th at the Rivoli Ball Room. Panti Bliss 
performed (before she was an international gay icon). 
I am still recovering 9 years later! Ha! 

Patrick Lilley, Queer Nation

Career: My favourite highlight of my own club work 
was literally last year on the night of Pride in London, 
when we hosted ‘Urban World Pride’, the biggest urban 
LGBT club event in the UK at Club Colosseum. We had 
all the best urban and world club brands working together 
like Queer Nation, Work, Urban Desi, Queer Nation, 
Bootylicious and even gay arab club Habibi in under one 
roof – a spectacular 1500 attendance embracing black, 
white, Asian, Arab, huge numbers of people from all 
backgrounds… Each with their own sound. Urban R’n’B 
bashment, house, desi/Bollywood, pop and Arab sounds. 
It was amazing. A few weeks earlier I had wondered if it 

was worth putting stuff on… then wham! Your biggest hit 
ever. I am immensely proud of Urban World Pride which 
is an annual event now in its third year and will be at The 
Scala in 2014.
 
Personal: To be honest I love both Brighton Pride and 
Summer Rites, but personally I guess those early Summer 
Rites caught the zeitgeist of London in the 90s. Just five clubs 
in the park. There was friendliness, and a great mix of people, 
I think it was even free. Although not a Pride event as such 
it has a London community feel… Personally I also adored 
some of the boutique nights like Marvellous and Rebel Rebel. 
There is so much still on in London. As someone said five 
hundred years ago: bored of London, bored of life!

Jeremy Joseph, G-A-Y

It’s hard to say one personal highlight 
over 1000 issues of QX, as every time 
I pick up QX, it’s a new highlight in 
my life. But I think the highlight is how 
G-A-Y has grown over the 1000 issues. 
When QX first started, G-A-Y was in 
LA2, below the Astoria. From LA2 to 
The Astoria, expanding by taking on a 
business partner and opening G-A-Y 
Bar and G-A-Y Late. And then the 
biggest investment of all, when Astoria 
was knocked down for Crossrail, a sad 
day in the history of music venues, but 
a silver lining: buying Heaven, and then 
not forgetting G-A-Y Manchester. But 
as you take one risk and think you 
can relax and breathe again, survival 
meant no longer sharing the day-
to-day responsibilities of G-A-Y as 
a business and having to go it alone, 
buying out my business partners with 
a huge loan. So when I think of 1000 
issues of QX, I don’t think of one 
highlight, I think of all the highlights 
that brought G-A-Y to where it is 
today – Gawd Bless QX and all who 
have sailed in her! 

Chris Amos, Manbar

Career: Hard to pick one 
highlight out of dozens! When I 
was editor of Bent Magazine I got 
to interview the original Duran 
Duran band members. I grew up 
in outback Australia and was a 
massive fan as a kid so to meet 
them each individually for one-to-
one interviews, in London, was 
electrifying and a bit surreal.  

Personal: Actually, I think my 
own personal highlight may have 
happened this week. I saw the 
first viewing of the rough cut 
edit of a feature documentary 
film I am producing with Colin 
Rothbart starring six East London 
performers. It is so funny, touching 
and amazing, I am blown away by 
how good it is! We raised about 
£10,000 through Kickstarter 
and are now in the process of 
completing the film which was 
filmed over the last five years. It’s 
called ‘Dressed As A Girl’ and will 
be in cinemas next year, hopefully.  
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Neil Hodgson, Comptons 

Career: Reflecting on the 
last fifteen years at Comptons, 
I think one of the greatest 
highlights of my career, and 
certainly the most memorable, 
has to be the reinstatement of 
the top floor and the overall 
refurbishment of Comptons 
façade. It’s certainly been the 
most challenging but very much 
worth it!

Personal: The most personal 
highlights of my life must be back 
in my teenage years, marching 
for equality when “Pride” 
really meant something. Also, 
the candlelight vigils outside 
Parliament, showing strength in 
numbers for the lowering of the 
age of consent. It’s great to see 
where we have got to in terms 
of equality, it was really tough 
growing up gay in the 90s for 
many reasons.

Jason Woodson, SweatBox

Career: When we first opened SweatBox and had yet 
to build up a customer base, we had this one really sweet 
foreign guy who came every day for our foam party, and even 
though some days he was completely alone in the room, he 
loved every minute of it. He called it his sexy fun time and said 
that in his country he didn’t get to do things like this, which 
made it all the more worth it for us.

Personal: It’s hard to pick one highlight, because we are 
so fortunate to have such a vibrant scene. The things that 
stand out for me are my nights spent at Queer Nation and 
Barcode, painting a mural live at the first Hotwired event, 
Suzie Krueger’s Sweat parties @ SweatBox, and, of course, 
being fortunate enough to live in a country where I can say 
that I am marrying my partner, Mark, this time next year.

Dan Beaumont, Dalston 
Superstore 

Career: Definitely opening 
Dalston Superstore and 
proving that actually London 
queens know their music and 
appreciate a proper drink.

Personal: For me being 
part of the most vibrant and 
creative gay scene in the 
world is an ongoing privilege 
that I am forever thankful 
for. When QX landed, 1994, 
was actually the year that I 
came out! 

Jimmy Smith, Two Brewers

Career: Taking over The Black 
Cap for the first time was the big 
move in my career. I was so proud 
to be a part of such history. Lets 
hope it continues and wins its fight 

to stay a major part of 
London’s Gay Scene.

Personal: Gay 
Marriage! And yet 
we are still fighting 

predjudice and 
ignorance.

MACHINE

Chris Selby, Popcorn

Career: It’s hard to pinpoint one 
moment – lots of great things have 
happened, big and small, and they’re 
so very special for different reasons.  
Launching and maintaining a record 
breaking night and brand, to this day, 
seeing it grow, through good times and 
bad, has been incredible and something I 
am grateful for everyday.

Personal: Probably maintaining my sanity! (Anyone who works 
in this industry will understand!)
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Craig Elder, Orange

Career: My biggest moment happens 
continuously, to feel how lucky I am time 
and time again as I see the most talented 
men and women who make my clubs not 
just the best in London but the best in 
the world. It never amazes me to see how 
much passion they have. It humbles me 
and made me realise how London has to 
change with the times. And I am so proud 
that Orange Nation holds the mantle that 
keeps London clubbing. 

Personal: What is there not to say 
about being gay in London. London is the 
epitome of being free. This is not possible 

in most countries. We should all be proud to love under a 
regime that allows freedom and equality for all

Paul Kemp, 
Wild Fruit/Brighton Pride 

Career: Well, I guess Brighton’s the other 
end of the London train line and London’s 
my second home. I’ve had some of my best 
nights out partying in London and some 
great Wild Fruit collaboration parties: 
Trade, Queer Nation and Mama Yvette.

Personal: My highlight each year is the 
exodus of London to Brighton for Pride. 
Brighton Pride’s always been hugely 
popular with Londoners and we love 
playing host for the weekend. 

Gary 
Henshaw, 
Ku Bar

There have been 
so many personal 
highlights in my 
career. 

I arrived in London in 1991 so some predate 
QX including the opening as general manager 
of The Village West One in Hanway Street 
followed by The Village in Wardour Street 
and then Kudos in Adelaide Street.  

QX arrived in October 1994 whilst myself 
and my then business partner Michael Joyce 
were running The Gay Tea Dance at The 
Limelight. That was a fun event every Sunday 
evening from 6pm – midnight, with Dusty O 
on the decks and some fabulous and some 
rather dodgy cabaret performances.

In December 1995, 14 months after QX 
arrived, Ku first opened 
its doors at 75 Charing 
Cross Road. That was a 
great high point in my life. 

Ku was to have a bumpy 
ride over the next twelve 
years as the London 
scene went through the 
ups and downs of a major 
terrorist attack, and as 
Old Compton Street 
established itself as the 
heart of gay London.

In January 1997, Ku Charing Cross Road 
closed its doors and in February of the 
same year I gambled my life’s savings and 
my home on a massive venue in Chinatown. 
Many said I was insane. On the opening night 
,February 14th, in the presence of my family 
and friends, Ku Leicester Square opened to 
a massive queue and has been packing them 
in ever since.

It’s been almost 20 years since QX launched, 
1000 issues, and so much has changed on the 
scene in London. Most importantly, attitudes 
and laws regarding our rights. 

QX has been there through all these years, I 
have always advertised and had great editorial 
support. Of course, I have had the odd strop 
but hey, we all argue in relationships.

Overall QX has been there as both myself 
and my business have grown. My personal life 
and my business life are so intertwined it’s 
very difficult for me to differentiate: perhaps 

therapy is needed.
But there is no doubt 

in my mind about one 
thing. London remains 
the ‘Best Gay City in 
The World’, bar none. 
And I am very proud, 
as QX should be, be to 
have played a part in its 
continuing evolution.   

A big congrats to Tony, 
Ben and all the team at 
QX. Well Done.  

MACHINE
T IME

Personal: THAT 20 years encapsulates 
so much in gay history: our legal 
framework is radically different, of course, 
but so is our ‘cultural’ world. Capital Gay 
was still going, ‘Thud!’ magazine was about 
to be born (and only lived two years), we 
invaded the airwaves, Manchester Mardi 
Gras started about that time. We still 
didn’t have combination therapy, and that 
was a stark, dark background against which 
we frankly glittered. 

Attitude started in May of that year, and 
I think QX was already up and running 
then. I know THUD was, ‘cos, scathingly, I 
reviewed Attitude for it, and QX was in my 
remit for a ‘what the gaypers say’ column. 
Capital Gay was still going, as was the 
Tory government, and there was nothing 
in the medicine cabinet except the failed 
experiment with AZT to deal with HIV/
AIDS. It was a time crowded with incident 
for Queers (hence your title): clause 
28 was still firmly on the statute books, 
AND in February of that year Parliament 
had refused an equal age of consent by 
rejecting Currie’s amendment. The fury as 
we did a vigil outside the Commons was 
amazing - the road was invaded and the 
traffic stopped, and the party at G.A.Y. 
afterwards was almost triumphalist. The 
memory of Angela Mason dancing on a 
table drinking champagne from the bottle 
is as clearly blurred in my memory as the 
sight was then. 



Cabaret Bar
MOLLY MOGGS

2 Old Compton Street Soho W1 4TA.  Tel: 020 7434 4294

Sunday @ 5pm and  
Wednesday  @ 8.30pm  
Julie Paid  
 
Monday and Thursday @ 8.30pm
Jeff Kristian   
 
Sunday @ 8.30 pm and  
Tuesday @ 8.30
Cookie Monstar  
 
Friday and Saturday @ 8.30 
Diamond Pearl 
and Divas Unlimited 
Open Mic

Happy 

1000th 

issu
e  

QX Magazine 

and Thank 

you for all 

your su
pport!
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Sweaty nights at Action 
in the Renaissance Rooms 

(and its notorious dark 
room maze!)

DO YOU REMEMBER…

basement club Ghetto, 
where every night had 

its own personality, 

alternative scene was 
born before eventually 

moving East. 

Rubbing up against all the 
muscle marys at Juicy

Kicking the weekend off 
early at Discotec

Friday nights at The Cock

Saturday nights lost at Crash

DTPM recreating itself, 
from Villa Stefano to Bar 
Rumba to The End and 

eventually Fabric

Summer nights chilling on 
the Fiction terrace as house 
music boomed from inside

Fruit Machine at Heaven

boys at Love Muscle

The arrival of the 21st 
century club kidz with 

NagNagNag

Student indie rock heaven 
with the Rebel Rebel boys

The creative genius 
of Act Art

Trash Palace
indie central

The buff and the beautiful 
cramming into the Box 

Friday and Saturday

When Vauxhall got its own 
glorious outdoor festival 

with Milk in the Park

What other events 
do you remember?

Tweet them to 
@QXMagazine

#QXtimemachine
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NEVER FORGET
The gay scene is a forever growing and constantly evolving place. The current landscape of prominent gay 
villages in Soho, East London and Vauxhall, with numerous pockets of surrounding venues, was predated 

people who helped create it that are sadly not with us to celebrate our 1000th issue. While they may not be 

Chris McKoy, 
DJ and promoter

By Thomas Mutke, 
Bootylicious promoter 

Chris McKoy was bubbling with 
infectious excitement and enthusiasm. 
A 19-year-old from Derby when he first 
hit the gay scene in London, he soon 
discovered that there was nothing out 
there specifically for black gay people and 
the music they were listening to. The first 
club he did as a co-promoter/DJ, ‘With 
Love’ at the Vox, and then the Pressure 
Zone, addressed that particular problem 
with spectacular results. Practically 
overnight there was a big weekly gay club 
in Brixton for the new sounds of R’n’B or 
Swingbeat as it was called, with the likes 
of Mary J Blige, Joe, Biggie, Faith Evans, 
Sean “Puffy” Combs who were then just 
starting out, and Reggae/Ragga. He was 
the life and soul of any party, as well as 
probably the most outspoken and visible 
black gay man out there, frequently on 
TV and in press interviews. Especially 
so during the Buju Banton furore where 
Chris tried to steer a course that 
wouldn’t demonise a whole music genre 
just because powerful people saw gains 
to be made from “populist” homophobia, 
something that we still see in many parts 
of the world. During the last few years 
he started playing his particular brand 
of House music and soon became a 
successful DJ for Trade Lite and Factor 
25 amongst others. It was his success 
as a House DJ that brought him to 
Amsterdam where he died in December 
2001. His legacy lives on to this day in 
Bootylicious, the club he co-founded and 
for which he coined the name. As usual 
he knew how to pick a hit.
 

www.qxmagazine.com/blog-event/chris-
mckoy/

Transformer
By Chrissy Darling, interviewed by Jonny Woo

I met him back in the 90s at a club in Birmingham. I was 
working on the door and a guy turned up with a bag with 
some very glittery material protruding, and I knew it was 
him. I had heard of him, because we both worked for Miss 
Monneypenny’s and he had appeared on their CD cover 
and I thought, WOW, this guy’s good.

He was doing stuff that nobody else was doing. He was 
wearing birdcages as shoes for example. He was utilising 
things that other people wouldn’t have dreamt of using. 
We would be walking down the street and he would find 

things that had been thrown in the rubbish, or just left on the street and he’d say ‘Oh Miss 
Thing, I’m going to make something fabulous out of this!’ I’d say ‘Yeah Yeah, whatever’ and he 
always surprised me with an amazing creation made from some plastic he’d found in a skip.

I remember him wearing a headpiece that was made from two giant cones which lit up and 
flickered like a spaceship. People were mesmerized, yet he was very dismissive of his own genius.

He wasn’t drag as such, but of course there was a transgender element going on, but it was 
more like performance art. Whatever anyone else tried to do, you couldn’t out do him. He was 
always two steps ahead of everyone else.

He was fearless going to a club. He knew he could walk in and all eyes would be on him. He 
was never scary, but people were totally fascinated by him.

Out of drag he was very handsome and very sweet. Also very intelligent to an extent which made 
others feel less so, but not because he was superior but because he truly was, a creative genius.

Many people who arrived on the scene after his death may not have heard of him. He doesn’t 
have the legacy that other club stars may have. He never had a celebrity entourage. He never 
ingratiated himself to people just for the fame and he did all the work himself. There was no 
team sewing on sequins or making his outfits. It was all his own work. It’s a shame that his 
legacy has been lost in the midst of time, because in my opinion, he was the best.

Tony De Vit 
By Laurence Malice, Trade creator
 
Tony was not just a fundamental and much loved member of the 
Trade family who certainly inspired a magical era for the club 
from his debut set, which broke so much ground with his musical 
take on what we were establishing. He was also one of my best 
friends. We simply clicked when we met, on word of mouth, 
he used to travel from Birmingham with friends to experience 
Trade. From our first introduction his enthusiastic charm won 
me over, and then I listened to his mix tape! He felt inspired to 
push a new style of the tougher end of House & Techno, which 
completely fitted our ethos and went on (before social media) 

to establish Trade globally. His style is still held in high respect all these years on. Pete Tong once 
commented that Tony’s mixing was so flawless it was very hard as a DJ to follow him! 

Before anyone else he brokered his tuff edged sound in Ibiza which raised so many eyebrows 
including a comment from the legendary DJ Alfredo who was concerned that Tony’s set at 
Manumission was too fast - Tony had over 7,000 people on the floor at Privilege going crazy and 
finished his set with new TDV remix. As he pulled his headphones out, he commented to Alfredo; 
“Too fast? Mix out of that!” The power of his reputation speaks for itself after all these years, a 
completely unique tour de force, a pioneer who will never be forgotten - and most importantly; a 
much missed friend.
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Steve Elliott

Salvation Promoter
Steve Elliott made his name on the London gay scene when he began working for 
Alex Erfan’s Salvation club after its second birthday in 1999. Alongside Alex, they 
established the brand as one of London’s most popular regular events and one 
of the UK’s most famous internationally recognized brands. When the club was 
sold to new owners, Steve and Alex parted ways with Steve continuing to work 
for Salvation as Director and Promoter. Steve was key to taking the Salvation 
experience to over sixty countries around the world, something that his partner, 
Ian Durston, cites as one of his proudest achievements.

Simon Hobart, Popstarz promoter
By Dusty O, DJ and promoter

Simon was and is a huge hero of mine. When he took over The Ghetto, my 
night ‘Babe’ was the only one he kept and after a little tweaking it became 
‘Don’t Call Me Babe’ and a nighttime legend was created. 

Simon could do that. He had an inner sense of what people wanted from a 
club and the talent to deliver. He was always spot on trend wise and unafraid 
to try new things, but keep the best of what was there. He went from promoting Goth clubs 
to the spectacularly successful Popstarz, which tuned in perfectly to those discontent with the 
generic gay clubs of the time. He was fearless and innovative. 

On a personal level, I adored him. Simon was subtle, gentle and kind. He treated his staff, his 
customers and his friends with respect and grace. The perfect gent. We shared every Tuesday 
night together for several years so I got to know him a little and I never saw him lose his temper 
or be rude to anyone, ever. He was a beautiful, clever and inspiring man and I was heartbroken 
when he died and as were so many others. I will never forget this charming man and his clever 
mind, gentle heart and the best jewelry on the scene. I miss him enormously. 

www.qxmagazine.com/blog-event/simon-hobart/

Steffan 

By Vicky Lee, Way 
Out Club promoter

Numbers are strange 
aren’t they! QX 
has produced 1000 
issues. Last year the 

WayOut Club completed 1000 nights. On 
the 23rd August Steffan Whitfield would be 
celebrating his birthday, but we lost him to 
cancer in 2005 at the age of 40. This year 
the WayOut Club is 21 years old – that’s 
more than half of the number of years that 
Steffan was given.

I can’t believe nine years have passed – 
Steffan would have loved where the scene 
has gone to in these last years. He was a 
bit of a ‘luddite’ with computers, but he 
loved his phone and I can imagine him now 
with a tablet blogging and Facebooking and 
videoing and YouTubing, knocking us dead 
with his creativity. 

He aspired to being La Voix vocally and I 
see a lot of Steffan in La Voix’s performance 
and image. He may even have beaten Dusty 
O to ‘Tranny Academy’, and if he hadn’t he’d 
have been kicking his own arse that he hadn’t 
thought of it first. He would have been an 
advocate, judge, mentor and he would have 
promoted ‘Drag Idol’ worldwide. He would 
have SO loved the platform that social media 
provides us now.

It was this love of the platform and an 
audience that he taught so many of us 
to embrace. But with a platform comes 
the opportunity to spread a message and 
Steffan’s message was: “Age, race, sexuality, 
gender have NO boundary and… neither 
does LOVE.” 

Since losing him WayOut has raised more 
than £7000 for cancer charities. It seemed, 
to me, to be logical on Saturday 23rd August 
to remember Steffan, raise more money 
for charity and celebrate WayOut’s 21st 
anniversary all in one amazing night.

I call on all of my ‘sisters’ to pledge their 
support and join us in a mega show and on 
that night we will open both halves and both 
bars at The Minories. I will also ask for an 
extension for an hour or two. Alan Bugg 
and Cancer is a Drag will join with us and it 
will be a phenomenal night. 

www.qxmagazine.com/blog-event/steffan-

Tallulah, DJ (1948-2008)  
By Patrick Lilley, Queer Nation promoter

Tallulah was not just one of London’s most prominent and 
pioneering DJs, but my very best friends but also a mentor and 
lovely to work with: a class act, a gentleman and everybody’s 
friend. I never heard anyone say a bad word said about him and he 
was kind to strangers and friends alike. My favourite thing would 
be to pop round and watch Leni Reifanshal films like Olympia, 
with some modern soundtrack he chose (Lemon Jelly?), smoke 
joints and have afternoon tea… Or on the phone watching Crime 
Watch as Tallulah would suggest the most ineligible men to date 

from the most wanted posters or CCTV of guys leaping over counters! He had a wonderful 
sense of un-PC humour and so many of us miss him.

www.qxmagazine.com/blog-event/tallulah/

By Mark Oakley, Eagle London owner

One of the most influential and important people in my life, I had 
known Paul from his Wilde Artist Management Days back in the early 
Eighties. He put Divine on the back of an Elephant at the Hippodrome, 
he managed Lilly Savage in her early career and then went on to 
create Wilde Ones Events who were responsible for London’s original mega Prides in Clapham and 
Hyde Park. His proudest production achievement was Brighton Pride from the early few tents in a 
park to the UK’s most popular Pride event. He also created a hugely successful retail business with 
his life partner Gregg Ohanian, Wilde Ones on Kings Road, and his co-ownership of Eagle London 
with myself and Ian Cullen. All of which survive today as a vibrant legacy to his amazing love, character 
and ability to see an opportunity and partner with the right people. Paul was also one of the original 
founders of London’s gay business organisations, and a tireless supporter of the early Aids awareness 
campaigns, ensuring everyone was treated with love and respect. Always and forever, one in a million.
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Phil Starr Adrella

This week as QX celebrates its 1000th issue, Jason Reid pays homage to some 

CABARET GREATS! 

With a career that spanned over fifty 
years, Phil Starr (Arthur James Fuller) 
was one of the most recognisable 
and respected names on the cabaret 
circuit, performing all over London 
and the South East. Known for his 
impeccable comic timing and skill, 
Starr possessed the gift of the gab, a 
unique tone, the ability to time and 
deliver a gag perfectly, and a natural 
charm that kept audiences engrossed 
wherever he went.

During the early part of his career 
he regularly performed at The 
Black Cap, Camden, and The Union 
Tavern, Camberwell, alongside the 
likes of (now legendary names) Mrs. 
Shufflewick, Marc Fleming and Lee 
Sutton. He then moved on to run 
the Two Brewers, Clapham, with 
his partner Perry, in the seventies, 
turning it from a failing straight bar 
into a hugely successful gay bar. It 
was here that a young act going by 
name of Paul O’Grady (Lily Savage) 
made his debut. 

Starr was also an integral part 
of the music hall, variety and adult 
pantomime productions at London’s 
Brick Lane Music Hall. In 2000 he 
settled in Brighton, running Starr’s 
Hotel and Bar, teaming up regularly 
with Maisie Trolette as ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’. 

Phil Starr continued performing 
right up until two days before his 
death. He is often described as one 
of the most naturally gifted drag 
comedians of all time. 

The character of H.I.H (Her Imperial 
Highmess) Regina Fong (Reg Bundy) 
was a striking figure onstage in both 
appearance and presence. Adorned in 
a trademark ball gown with fire-red 
hair, she was a Russian princess of 
the Romanoff family who had escaped 
to Britain after the Revolution - the 
last of the Romanoffs. Regina came 
to prominence proper in 1985 after 
performing as part of the drag trio 
The Disapointer Sisters in the early 
eighties. A regular Tuesday night spot 
at The Black Cap, as well as shows at 
the RVT, followed. 

Appearing on the scene when drag 
artistry either fell into the category 
of dwindling music hall performance 
or glitzy mime acts, she was instantly 
and ultimately distinctive. Regina’s 
audiences joined in with synchronised 
routines, that became commonplace, 
tapping into contemporary culture 
such as television, adverts and popular 
personalities. These routines were 
often intermingled with memorable 
jingles, ditties and soundtracks.  

Regina redefined the gay cabaret scene 
with her characterisations and shows 
that appealed to a broader spectrum 
of audiences, reigning supreme at The 
Black Cap for seventeen years. A feat 
that is surely unparalleled.

Following Reg Bundy’s death in 2003, 
The Winter Palace Gala celebrated his 
ingenuity and iconic status annually up 
until 2013, remembering the performer, 
the charity supporter and the man. 

After winning a talent contest at The 
Black Cap in 1975, Adrella (Peter 
Searle) performed as a solo artist and 
with partners mostly in London, and 
brief tours of Europe, throughout his 
cabaret career. 

A traditional old-school drag act, who 
for the most part mimed humorously to 
show tunes, he was best known for his 
Liza Minnelli routine. But his repertoire 
of impersonations was wide reaching 
and varied. 

From 1977 Adrella hosted The Black 
Cap a staggering six nights a week, 
working with some of the biggest acts 
around. Partnered with David Dale, a 
ten year residency at the RVT as ‘High 
Society’ in 1982 was next on the cards, 
with Dale later being replaced by Lily 
Savage. The RVT ‘Sunday School’ shows 
were the busiest Sunday afternoon 
gatherings of their time and still hold 
legendary status among the drag 
fraternity today. Adrella also toured 
with Ebb-on-knee and Ruby Venezuela 
as The Bizarre Sisters. 

During the late eighties he was also 
known for his charitable work and 
outspokenness during the AIDS crisis, 
speaking publicly about his own positive 
diagnosis in a time when fear was 
rampant. He was held in high regard for 
this charity work, so much so that he 
received an award from the Terrence 
Higgins Trust in 1987.  

Sadly his ill-health resulted in early 
retirement. But in recent years he made a 
comeback, delighting new audiences with 
his star quality and masterful humour. 

H.I.H Regina Fong
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LIFE IS A CABARET
MACHINE
T IME

I have so many treasured memories from 
performing over the years. For example, I 
was on at The White Swan when Michael 
Barrymore appeared on stage behind me 
and decided to come out as gay. Mind you, 
what really annoyed me about all that, was 
when his wife blamed me for his coming 
out, IN HER BOOK, calling me a Bet Lynch 
lookalike. What a cheek! Another highlight 
was working with Danny Dyer in the film 
‘Malice In Wonderland’. He was so cool; 
I remember him saying to me: “I wouldn’t 
care if I was gay but I just don’t like the 
taste of spunk”.

I seem to create bedlam and attract 
trouble wherever I go! I shouted at a table 
for talking and not paying attention once, 
only to find out afterwards they were all 
deaf; I’ve slipped on strippers’ baby oil, 
falling flat on my back; I’ve tripped down 
stairs on TV; had my bollocks drop out my 
knickers mid-show and even slut dropped 
on a man’s face on stage once, only to 
break wind with all the excitement! But 
the worst, and most painful, moment for 
me, was when I dive-bombed the crowd in 
Birmingham, from a very high stage, only 

to have the people who were supposed 
to catch me decide to drop their hands to 
their sides at the very last minute, letting 
me fall flat on my face and ribs in front of 
a packed pub. The Drag with No Shame 
doesn’t even cover it.

In eleven years of drag, one highlight that 
stands out is being part of the first NYC 
Downlow at Glastonbury in 2007 (the 
first gay stage at a British festival) with 
Jonny Woo, John Sizzle, Ma Butcher, Le 
Gateau Chocolat and the creative East End 
glitterati. It was pure combat drag; muddy, 
cold and it rained non-stop, but we laughed 
so much over the weekend that my face 
ached for weeks after. And, of course, there 
was the incident with the tea tree wipes...

The Downlow has grown so much in 
size and stature, it’s fabulous to be part of 
the best homo club in the world, bringing 
queer disco to the masses.

The most embarrassing moment of my 
career so far was when I was standing 
in for a vacationing Bette Rinse, hosting 
karaoke at the now defunct CXR; a 
gorgeous man caught my eye, attention, 
and before long, my hungry kissing red lips. 

Suddenly, however, there was a wretched 
scream coming from behind me, upon 
which I was thrust aside and my hunk 
went storming after the source of the 
anguish. It turned out it was the shrieks 
of his new wife and it was the first day of 
their honeymoon. I could’ve died. Happy 
anniversary QX and much Tutu Love.

Meth
Whilst playing host to DWV at The 
Meth Lab, I explained to the girls how 
the dressing room at the Black Cap has a 
door that opens straight into the men’s 
lavatory. Needless to say, less than three 
seconds had passed before one of them 
(who shall remain nameless) burst in and 
assisted a gentleman with his business at 
the urinal. It gave the term ‘helping hand’ 
a whole new meaning. 

Waaaaaay back, when I was just starting 
out, before the Internet and social media, 
we had to use landlines for everything; 
remember those? It was much harder 
getting gigs and establishing yourself 
then, too. Especially for me, as I wasn’t as 
‘draggy’ as some of the other acts on the 
circuit. You had to be ruthless, so I was. 
I can admit it now, as it was a long time 
ago; I would ring venues pretending to be 
a customer, putting on a different voice, 
asking when Lady Imelda was performing. 
Sometimes I did this a few times a week 
until eventually the manager would call 
to book me, clearly due to the ‘demand’ 
[laughs]. Love you long time, QX.

I loved working at the piano bar above 
Madame JoJos, for Paul Raymond, in the 
mid ‘90s. It was a crazy, fabulous place, 
full of kooky characters. Su Pollard, Julian 
Clary and George Logan, from Hinge and 
Brackett, were regulars, and they’d sit 
around the grand piano, singing along. I 
was there on Mondays and Wednesdays 
with various acts such as a Ruby Venezuela 
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and Ziggy Cartier. Times move on but I do 
miss it, and would love there to be another 
venue just like it in the West End again. 

Bette Rinse
One crazy night really sticks out in my 
mind: I was performing at the old Brief 
Encounter, about ten years ago, while you 
(Jason) were working there. Everyone 
got me trashed on vodka, and punters 
were ‘making’ me sniff poppers while I 
was on stage. I ended up taking my shoes 
off and my tits out, causing chaos. It got 
worse though, as we staggered home to 
a friend’s house, somehow I got shot in 
the leg with some sort of pellet gun. After 
arriving at the flat we called the police and 
paramedics, but typically I was still in my 
tights when they arrived. However this 
didn’t stop us drooling over them. You and 
I shared a bed that night too! That’s why I 
always say you’re the only queen I’ve ever 
slept with [laughs]. Like a true pro, though, 
I was at Molly Moggs the next afternoon 
for my show, even with my gammy leg. 
NEVER AGAIN DEAR! 

I learnt a valuable lesson early on in my 
drag life, which was to be very wary of 
accepting too many drinks from the crowd. 
Whilst hosting karaoke at West 5, some 
of the regulars thought it would be funny 
to slip vodka into my wine and ply me with 
me shots of sambuca. I ended up toppling 
forward off the stage, catching the karaoke 
screen on the way and was suspended 
between the top step and the telly; two 
punters had to help me get upright. I spent 
most of that night in the bath with a cold 
shower on my back because I wasn’t sure 
which end was going to go first. I’ve tried 
to work on a more ladylike demeanour 
ever since!

Sandra 
I remember during a show in the late 
‘90’s, at a venue called The Mildmay, I was 
confused as to why guys kept disappearing; 
I thought, surely my singing wasn’t that 
bad? So I asked the sound guy what was 
going on. He told me they were going for 
a fiddle in the darkroom. I hadn’t realised 
they had one, so that was like a red rag to 
a bull for me. I went straight in for a piece 
of the action, with the microphone still 
on, and ended up getting stuck in there 
because it was so rammed with cock and 
bodies. I had to announce the next act 
in between courses, whilst I was slipping 
around on my knees. Arrrrrrrright! 

Baga Chipz
I was performing at a Mecca Bingo in West 
Bromwich once (I know, the glamour 
eh?) and halfway through belting out Jane 
McDonald’s ‘The Hand That Leads Me’ 

some chav in a West Bromwich Albion 
top pulled me skirt down from behind me, 
in front of a crowd of bingo-mad old age 
pensioners and council estate trollops. 
Me gin soaked tights and Liz McDonald 
mini skirt was round me bastard ankles! 
Ya couldn’t see me feet; I felt like Oscar 
Pistorius hopping off that stage, covering 
me tuppence with me handbag. At least I 
got a shag from Barry the bingo caller and 
a nice carriage clock that night. 

Jonny Woo

My award for funniest, silliest moment/s 
goes to Gay Bingo’s straight trans – Ma 
Butcher. For someone who spent the 
best part of 10 years mute, despite the 
occasional oink, much hilarity emanated 
often unwittingly from our number 
cruncher. Throwing cat food onto the 
crowd at Soho Theatre, CATFOODGATE; 
coming up on a pill mid-game at Shoreditch 
House; being stuck on the ceiling at The 
ICA, literally; running off stage to throw-
up at Glastonbury; those dance moves; 
none of us can remember anything from 
TEA Bar so it must have been mega lolz! 
Oh, and then our little japes in the disabled 
toilet at Shoreditch House, with the seat 
underneath the shower head. Just sit there 
Ma, have a drink… oops! Sorry, didn’t see 
the tap there. Best friends. Best laughs. 

1000 issues of QX? Good lord, do take 
a moment to remember the trees that 
gave their lives so that each week we can 
know which gays took their shirts off and 
where. I remember the first time I ever 
picked up a copy of QX, it was in a bar and 
they were out of beer mats. The second time 
I picked one up it was because I was in it! 
Most performers will tell you we don’t do it 
for the glory, but we do. It’s our every dream 
to see our name in lights. For me, this has yet 
to happen, but seeing it in 
small print in the listings 
of QX is a close second. 
Happy Birthday, or 
whatever the right 
greeting for a 1000th 
issue is, QX. Here’s to 
the next 1000!

Meth

Baga Chipz

Bette RinseSandra
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0045

LONDONSENSUALMASSAGE.COM

EROTIC NUDE MASSAGE
CENTRAL LONDON, VICTORIA SW1 1AA

IN & OUT CALLS
TAO MASSAGE

ANDRES

07772909013

MEN WITH XXL LUTON VAN. 
DOMESTIC REMOVAL. RELIABLE & 
FRIENDLY SERVICE. ONLY £30 PER 
HOUR (MINIMUM 2 HRS). 07961 192 
525  OR  FREEPHONE 0800 211 8623

ARE YOU TIRED OF CLEANING? 
DO YOU LONG FOR THE SMELL OF 
A FRESHLY CLEAN HOUSE? CALL 
AIDEN ON 07999 692 285 

WWW.M2M-MASSAGE.CO.UK

INEXPENSIVE MASSAGE? 
SPANKING? TED: 07807 695 176

DAN

07775 667 707
ITEC QUALIFIED

SPORTS, SWEDISH OR 
SENSUAL MASSAGE

NAKED HOTEL FOR MEN
HUGE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

SPECIAL WEEKEND BREAKS

HALF PRICE SUMMER HOLIDAYS

TANTRIC SEX / MASSAGE 

WORKSHOPS

COCK & BALL WORKSHOP

JACK OFF / PUMPING / RED 

WEEKENDS

BOURNEMOUTH

01202 399 227
www.hamiltonhall.info

gaymen@hamiltonhall.info

KAMAGRA 100MG
(ERECTION PILL)

20 FOR £30
40 FOR £40

100 FOR £80
200 FOR £140

BULK DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE.

ALSO AVAILABLE 
ORAL JELLY &  

THE WEEKENDER.
CALL 07972 696 294

LONDON

TANTRA/TANTRIC. 07940 570 271

Film Change Twice A Week - 
Air Con Cinema

Membership FREE Open 11am - 7.45pm
42 Northdown Street,  

Kings Cross, London N1 9BP 020 7837 0188

Showing Adult Hardcore Gay Movies
Gay Cine Club

NEW !!!! 
ANTONIO
21Y
YOUNG 
AND CUTE.

60£ INCALL
90£ OUTCALL

SENSUAL MASSAGE AND A MAGIC SURPRISE! 
2 MIN FROM PADDINGTON TUBE 

07438 637 457

www.QXShop.co.uk

GREAT DISCOUNTS

NEXT DAY DELIVERY

FULL BODY 
MASSAGE, 
SWEDISH, 
DEEP TISSUE, 
SENSUAL 
MASSAGE
GL 
23 
ATHLETIC 
AMERICAN 
COLLEGE 
STUDENT.

OUTCALLS HOTEL VISITS ALL WELCOME 

07903 146394 
EMAIL:DAVISDWIGHT89@GMAIL.COM
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM

 22, BOYISH,  
FRIENDLY, VGL,  

8.5IN U/C, IN/OUT  
(24/7), LANCASTER GATE/ 

PADDINGTON.

07851 110 467

DANIEL
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27
VGL

HORNY  
& SEXY 

VERSATILE 
DISCREET
CENTRAL  
LONDON 

 (W2)  
24/7 

 (IN/OUT/ 
HOTEL). 

DUOS AVAILABLE

Mob:  
+44 7864 612 164

FRED
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95RAMON

07736361018
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HOT AND  
HANDSOME  

 
TOP

 
9”, THICK  

COCK. 
 

FIT, STRONG BLACK MALE 
READY TO TAKE  

YOUR FANTASIES  
TO THE NEXT LEVEL…

 ARE YOU READY FOR AN 
UPGRADE? 

 
BAYSWATER

TYSON TYLER 
07902 871 048
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PROPER LITTLE FIT LAD. ATHLETIC, 
DEFINED, LOADS OF TATTOOS, HOT 
LITTLE ARSE. CENTRAL LONDON. 
ROB 07472 384 678

TOP/BOTTOM BOYS: 07445 747 424

FUCK MACHINE BOY FOR SERIOUS 
ARSE ADDICTS. FIT & HORNY 
34YO, BIG COCK & AMAZING ARSE. 
RESTRAINTS DILDOS FF & SLEAZE. 
CALL THOMAS 07815 899 394

HORNY SOUTH LONDON GEEZER. 
SLEAZY AS FUCK, GOT LOADS OF 
SPORTS KIT & INTO MOST STUFF. 
TOM 07815 899 394

GOOD LOOKING EAST AFRICAN.  
07904 202 018

07424 599 676

ROMEO INDIAN

TOP 
SERVICE

24/7
IN / OUT

MARYLEBONE 
£80
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89

REDONE

23Y
SLIM 
DEFINED
HOT TONED BODY
MASSAGE/SEX
LOVE OLDER GUYS

PADDINGTON

07529 238 224

BLACK AFRICAN,  
CUT 9" TOP

INTO MOST FETISH - WS ETC.

07438 958 671 
AVAILABLE FOR SESSION, 
OVERNIGHT OR WEEKEND

ROLAND

IN/OUT

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0191

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM

HI. I’M DANIEL
HANDSOME BOY  
IN TOWN
FRIENDLY  
AND DISCREET
VERSATILE  
AND HOT 
 
 

AVAILABLE  
IN/OUT/  
CENTRAL LONDON
BAKER STREET.

07949 657 722
WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0219 WWW.TOPBEAR.COM/BLKSTUD42

VWE 
ENJOYS 

ARSEPLAY, 
EXTREME2MILD 

ALL COLOURS 
CONSIDERED

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0037
WWW.XTREMEFISTMEN.COM/BLKFISTER

CARL  
07960 872 226

BLACK
FISTER
SLEAZY TOP 

07756 966 522 
WWW.GAYDAR.CO.UK/,,,,,,,,,,,SEAN (11COMMAS)

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0027

SEAN 27
OUT CALLS / OVERNIGHT ONLY  

CENTRAL LONDON

07528 434 627

TOM  
LEATHER MASTER

TOUGH
MUSCLED

MASCULINE
HUNG

WELL EQUIPPED
SEX ROOM WITH SLING

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0006
WWW.GAYDAR.CO.UK/LEATHERMANTOM

COSTAS
VWE

07940 
030 518

HORNY ENGLISH BRIT  
AVAIL 4 OUTCALLS/OVERNIGHTS

07850 274 727
EMAIL BOYTESER@GMAIL.COM

07815 159 668
www.gaydar.co.uk/black_david

BLACK 
DAVID
10” THICK 
& UNCUT

DANIEL 
25YO

BRAZILIAN
 
 
 

ALWAYS ACTIVE
8.5 INCHES

IN, OUT & HOTELS

07742 189 176 
DISCREET, QUIET PLACE

NEAR TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD
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07853 211 028 

NYC VISITING (HOLBORN)
10” CUT. 

TOP ONLY.
TONY 31
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GIO CRUZ
SOHO

TOP/VER 

AVAILABLE 24/7

IN OR OUTCALL
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040

6’1”
MASCULINE

DUNGEON WITH EVERYTHING YOU CAN TAKE 
AND MORE.
WEST END
DISCREET 

£80 1/2 HOUR - £150 1 HOUR

07799 682 165
WWW.MASTERKURT.COM

THE MASTER

VERY HOT BOY,
HUNG

 HORNY 
AVAIL 24/7 

PICS 100% REAL

MARCO 
SANTOS

07472 61 97 33 
WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0196

 
STILL THE  

BIGGEST  
AROUND

07798 830 740
www.othellonow.co.uk
WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0014

OTHELLO  
12” 
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM

BLACK-TOP, 23Y/O
6FT 4, EROTIC MASSAGE

FISTING & MORE
150 IN/200 OUT

07597 747 752
WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0206

PRO POWERLIFTER
MEHMET
PERSONAL 
TRAINING
HARD BODYWORK
WRESTLING
WORSHIP
DOMINATION

07
96

0 
06

9 
72

2

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0213

STEVE SOHO
6’ TALL CZECH 

PICCADILLY CIRCUS
TUBE STATION
NAKED 
MASSAGE 
OR TOP
34.YO, 
8 INCHES 
UNCUT
MEDIUM 
MUSCULAR, 
VERY 
GOOD LOOKING
£130 IN
£150 OUT

07531 670 623

HUNG 
MUSCLED MAN

ROCK HARD 
MEAT 8.6
SMOOTH 
MUSCLE 

BUBBLE BUTT
TOP/VERS

OPEN TO IT ALL

MATT  07886 208 332
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TYSON  
BRAND

#1 MALE ESCORT 2014
 

BLACK BRITISH 
HOT, HUNG & HORNY

24 YEARS OLD
LUXURY BAYSWATER APARTMENT

INCALL/ OUTCALL BOOKINGS
BISEXUAL 

VWE - XXXL
TOP/ VERSATILE

07552-450-969






