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’ve never been 
very good at 
doing things in 
moderation. I 
see my whole 

life as jumping from one 
addiction to another. I 
would always have a bit 
of anxiety before I would 
go out and so would use 
drinks and drugs just to 
help me relax, but then it 
grew to the point where 
I couldn’t have one drink 
without needing drugs, 
my body would literally 
go into withdrawal. The 
idea of going into any 
club or bar without drugs 
terrified me and I became 
very sneaky and secretive 
particularly with how much 
I was using. I justified the 
intensity of my drug use 
by comparing it to the 
people I had surrounded 

myself with who all behaved similarly, so it felt normal. When I was hosting and promoting 
club nights more I felt I needed to get wasted and to encourage others to get wasted with 
me. Drugs were all very accessible, I would make bargains with dealers, like free entry and 
drink tickets to wherever I would be. I was working sometimes three parties a week and my 
life just became playing a dangerous game of catch up, getting myself back together again 
before the next party. It got very boring, every night started being the same, I’d hung out with 
everyone, I was no longer excited, I was constantly getting ill and I was very miserable. I knew 
something had to change. It was very much a eureka moment when I decided I needed to 
live a sober life. I’m now celebrating over seven months clean from drink and drugs.

OLY
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Ollywood and Ted 
Rogers dish the dirt on 
sobriety and why they are 
still in clubland…

Clean and 
Sober 

in Clubland
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stopped taking drugs and alcohol near 
the end of my professional musical 
theatre training. It had come to a 
point where I was using drugs just to 
get through the day. I was spending 

money that wasn’t mine to spend and didn’t like 
the person I was becoming and had become. It 
became clear to me that I was really sick again 
(I suffer from mental health differences) and I 
couldn’t see an end other than continued drug 
use leading towards death. I had resigned myself 
to this life until a violent situation caused me to 
get some perspective and seek help. I am now 
celebrating over two years without drink or drugs.

I never ventured into the clubs I am a part 
of now when I was using drugs as I was busy 
hating my sexuality and hiding away from 
anything remotely celebratory of it. So, for me 
going to a gay or queer club sober and seeing 
all of this new stuff and meeting new people 
has been totally eye-opening. I expected to feel 
really uncomfortable around all the drugs and 
alcohol that are part and parcel of this scene. 
The first time I went out sober I thought I would 
probably have to leave the club quickly after 
arriving. But instead I had a lot of fun and felt 
welcomed into a new environment. Over time 
I have found myself becoming part of a vast 
community of creative and loving people. I now 
have an entirely new family and support network 
who I can learn things from, who encourage 
me in my creative ventures and who support 
me emotionally and socially. There are certain 
things that your birth family understandably 
may not be able to teach you, such as true 
acceptance of your sexuality and an open mind 
to explore yourself in this way. 

Getting over the fear of being in a club sober was the hardest part, but 
once I had done it a few times I was fine. I still get tempted, of course, but I 
run through what will happen if I give in; one drink will turn into five, I’ll get 
in touch with a dealer, I’ll want to go to an after-party and I won’t be able to 
stop. Every time I think about that it puts me right off.

 Most of my friends I have met through going out, so that’s still how we 
socialise. I still like the release of being in a crowded room and feeling the 
music. But it’s now a very different experience for me. I’m now much more 
in tune with actually using this time to be with my friends and not to be seen. 
I’ve always admired the amount of creativity there is especially in the east 
London club scene which is so inspiring for me. I’ve also found dressing-up 
occasionally for me has been a great way to distract myself from wanting 
drink and drugs on a night out and it helps me feel more confident.

A lot of my drug taking came down to the fact that I’m a very shy person 
but was constantly thrown into extremely social situations and I felt like people 
expected a lot from me. As a club host and party promotor I felt like I needed 
to be an entertainer which isn’t natural for me, so I would medicate myself 
purely to get to the level of numbness where all my inhibitions vanished. The 
greatest thing I’ve realised since I’ve gone sober is I no longer care what 
people think about me. I don’t need to be anything other than what I am 

and I don’t have to entertain anyone. There are times now when I go out 
and feel awkward and wish I was on the same level as my friends just to 
relax my nerves and I definitely get bored quickly, but when that happens it’s 
no problem I just go home. I never get bored of waking up in the morning 
hangover free. 

I now have a smaller group of amazing friends rather than before where 
I needed to be best friends with you, your mother, your cousin and your 
cousin’s best friend. Before I knew I had a lot of people around who were 
just there to get into all the clubs for free and get free drinks and didn’t care 
about me. People’s reactions have been very telling. It’s amazing how you can 
think you are connected with someone, then you take away drugs and you 
realise you have nothing in common. The majority of my friends think what 
I’m doing is great. Some have found it unsettling, I think because it forces 
people to examine their own habits and they find it too confronting. I know a 
lot of people who clearly have addiction problems and you just hope they will 
realise it before its too late.  

I will always love nightlife, since being sober I have a new job in events, 
which is something I’ve always wanted to do but feared it would be too 
dangerous because of my addiction. But now I’m able to do the job with 
professionalism and with no fear. I choose where I go out carefully, I avoid 
places I know will be dangerous triggers for me. It’s been the greatest decision 
I’ve ever made so far. I want to carry on living a clean and sober life and I’m 
really excited about the future.

TED

“ The greatest thing I’ve 
realised since I’ve gone 
sober is I no longer 
care what people think 
about me.”

I
“ I have found that there 
are lots of other sober 
people in the clubs 
and that actually not 
everyone is wasted! This 
has broken many pre-
misconceptions for me.”
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My first lessons in self-acceptance were taught 
to me through friends I met in 12 step fellowships. 
They help me to understand how to love myself 
and I’m so grateful for what I have been given 
within those fellowships as it is my utter core and 
get’s me out of bed and functioning - but this 
other network has truly extended my perceptions 
on life and given me further routes to explore 
it. The freedom I have within this scene to 
experiment with myself is more liberating than 
anything I have experienced before and I would 
not wish to go back to the place I was in before 
the club scene became a part of my life.

I have always struggled with social 
interactions and my diagnosis of Aspergers can 
probably explain some of the reasons for this. 
Using drugs and alcohol definitely helped me to 
be more confident in social situations. Cocaine 
was particularly helpful as it allowed me to ‘talk, 
talk, talk’ for hours. I thought that everyone loved 
me for it. But fast forward the tape and I was a 
total mess. Using drugs for me was going to cost 
me more than my confidence.

Now without the drugs and alcohol I find it 
very difficult to interact again. Although starting 
drag and working as a club host and performer 
has helped me to build my confidence, and I 
have learned how to surround myself with people 
who are loving and can teach me these skills with 
patience and understanding, some from 12 step 
fellowships and some from clubland. Another 
thing I always felt such shame around was my 
body. I have learned some truly invaluable 

lessons around this from my friends in clubland 
and now I often enjoy being without clothes and 
the feelings of freedom this brings.

In the digital age I think that it is no surprise 
that we have issues interacting on a face to 
face level. There is little motivation to start a 
conversation further than on an iPhone since 
the invention of dating apps. I’m still working 
and asking my more experienced friends on 
how to interact with people in this way as I think 
true friendship is invaluable, human contact is 
imperative for a happy soul and I’d like to have a 
high level of social confidence not in drag, too.

Furthermore, I have found that there are 
lots of other sober people in the clubs and 
that actually not everyone is wasted! This has 
broken many pre-misconceptions for me and 
I have often found myself indulging in deep 
philosophical discussions with other sober people 
in the corners of clubs.

Expectations can be overwhelming and I think a 
lot of people are expecting craziness from me, and 
probably some level of nudity and a strong sexual 
nature. But this is fine, I gave them this sober from 
the start and this is pretty much accurate of me 
most of the time. It is up to me to hold boundaries 
if I don’t fancy it on that particular night. If I’m 
booked to host but I don’t feel sexy that particular 
night then I dance a bit and find my mood has 
probably changed, and if it hasn’t then this is an 
opportunity to explore a different side of myself. I 
can be creative around my feelings. 

If I really feel awful and have to leave for my 

safety then I leave, and if I’m struggling to leave I 
call a sober friend and they help me to leave. Being 
clean comes with it’s own set of issues, particularly 
around work, but if anything I have found clubs the 
most easy, flexible and understanding places of 
work. Expectations are just that. They will not always 
be met as we are humans and often this allows us 
to develop and grow.

I am often asked why I am in clubland and 
isn’t it dangerous for my addiction, so I ask 
myself why, too?

In conclusion, clubland is more than serving 
a purpose for me. It is where a lot of my friends 
and chosen family are, it is helping me to develop 
as an individual, it is mostly paying my rent 
in a city which no longer caters for artists and 
people with mental health differences and it is my 
second (and sometimes first) home.

I hope to remain clean and sober for the rest 
of my life as I know that I am an addict and when 
I pick up the first drink, drugs, shopping, food, 
or unhealthy sex, it will eventually lead to utter 
turmoil. I believe that this is the way I will achieve 
many of my dreams. I hope to continue to open 
my mind so that others can open theirs too, and 
I plan on having a business that is sustainable 
and helps other people as well as myself whilst 
also articulating myself through the release of art. 
Within sobriety I can remain teachable. When I am 
tainted by too many externals I become spiritually 
bankrupt and behave in an unconsidered manor. 
The club scene is crazy enough without drugs, and 
I am too. So for now I will enjoy it like that.

The Service is a one–off no alcohol, no drugs event with DJ Kele Okereke 
(Bloc Party) spinning soulful, vocal Chicago house at St Peter’s 

(310 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5HY) on Saturday 16th May 16th, 7.00pm. 
No entry after 7.30pm.
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Hercules and Love Affair is the irrefutably cool dance music outfit created 
by Andy Butler. This year they headline Brighton Pride. Andy talks to Cliff 
Joannou about his coming out years around leather bars, hard drugs, meth, 
bathhouses and dance music… and why gay pride matters to him.

ndy Butler, creator of 
über cool dance outfit 
Hercules and Love Affair 
is moving to Ghent. Not 
Berlin, Amsterdam, or 
Chicago even, where 
you might think one 
of the music industry’s 

more highly regarded artists would be based. 
He currently resides in Brussels. “It’s not 

the prettiest city. There’s not a whole lot of 
stuff that interests me here in terms of culture, 
whereas Ghent is very music orientated. It’s 
like a big hippy town. I was in London for a 
month and I was reminded of why I left New 
York. After twelve years of living there, I just 
wanted to be able to come home and have a 
chilled experience.”

It’s not the lifestyle I imagine a highly in-
demand DJ/producer to have. “I need a middle 
ground. I need a small town vibe that allows me 
to relax after travelling but that still allows me 
some stimulation.”

Butler has served his time on the other 
side of the decks partying, getting wasted 
and losing weekends in a haze of clubs and 
after-parties. “I know how to do it. I know 
how to do it to the point of complete and utter 
destruction. I’m quite able to cause a ruckus. I 
was non-stop,” he tells me. 

“There’s a quote someone told me from 
Suzi Quatro, who had this wild persona on 
stage. Someone asked her if she was the same 
off stage and she said she wouldn’t be alive if 
she was. So, I think it’s a rare breed that really 
personifies that rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle.”

With a massively hectic schedule like 
Butler’s its not physically possible to deliver 
at a gig and cane it hard 24/7, hence the 
move to Ghent. Since Hercules debuted, he’s 
been touring non-stop. “It’s been like this 
for six or seven years. I’m super-blessed. It’s 
insane, a bit grueling. Not many bands have 

been through their off-cycle between albums 
yet are constantly being booked. Hercules is 
lucky in that regard because there has been a 
sustained interest between albums. 

“It’s not like we have something that 
comes out every nine months, because it 
takes collaboration and relationship building, 
experimenting in the studio, finding the 
right guest singers. You can’t just kick it out. 
Considering that there have been lulls between 
output, we’re really lucky to be touring so 
much with live shows.”

This summer they have a run of gigs ahead, 
from the Secret Solstice Festival in Iceland to 
headlining one of the UK’s most popular gay 
events, Brighton Pride. “Pride is always festive. 
It’s like we’re preaching to the converted 
already. I talk to the singers after every show 
and we all have different opinions about what 
makes a good show. One of the guys likes 
being in front of an audience that he needs 
to win over and pushing them to say ‘fuck 
it, they’re great’. But for me, at Pride we’re 
playing for an audience that are looking to 
celebrate their identity and their freedom. That 
makes for a good party. When that energy is 
already in the room, I like that.”

They’re not new to Pride gigs. From 
having played at Prague (“It was just 4,000 
people but for Eastern Europe it’s an 
important event”) to Toronto (“Which was 
about a million people, and it was just too 
big, too chaotic. It was a crazy show, but 
it was amazing to see that many people 
celebrating.”). 

Hercules aren’t immediately identified 
as a ‘gay’ band, for which Butler says is fine 
because ‘the music should come first’ but he’s 
quick to highlight that it’s not like they hide 
their sexuality. “There’s all kinds of sexual and 
gender variants in the project and we express it 
outwardly, but it’s very important that the music 
and art speak first.”

Butler’s journey to discovering his own 
sexual identity was “pretty nuts”, and this is 
where his previous reference to his excessive 
partying originates. “I was very much baptized 
by fire in the most extreme way with my 
introduction to gay culture. At around 16 years 
old it was leather bars, hard drugs, meth, 
bathhouses and dance music. I’m very fortunate 
to have lived through coming out.”

He laughs when I ask where the hell were 
his parents? “I was in Denver, Colorado and 
I came out in a family that was on some level 
a middle-American experience. First of all 
there’s repression: ‘do not talk about it, do 
not express yourself’. Often in those situations 
a young person figures out a way to express 
who they really are and it can be not the 
healthiest way.”

He did what a lot of guys do and went to the 
places where sexual activity was happening. 
He realizes that retrospectively, it was “insane 
to think about” hunting out sex in parks and 
hitting warehouse parties at such a young age. 
He describes his behaviour as living the life of a 
rebel while having his first run-in’s with the law.

Artistically, he praises John Waters’ cult 
classic Pink Flamingos as opening his eyes to an 
idea of counter-culture a world away from his 
conventional upbringing. “I was fifteen. I was 
like, ‘OK, not everything is pretty, and that’s 
actually beautiful. Trash is kinda cool.’ I think 
I didn’t fully understand what was being said 
in that message, but I ran with it. I got a crash 
course in aesthetics.”

For readers unaware of John Waters early 
films - look them up, and get involved in the 
conversation about why many gay men have an 
innate association with such trashy underground 
culture. Butler has his own theories: “A large 
majority of us are drawn towards things that 
aren’t gender appropriate, and finding beauty 
in things that we’re not supposed to, like men 
dressing up as women.”

Hercules’ Pride
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As with other young people growing into 
adulthood, he journeyed through a range of 
emotions. “I remember being a really sad, young 
adult having just turned 21 and having thoughts 
that life was going to be over soon. I would start 
drinking at one or two in the afternoon, and 
behaving in a way that wasn’t functioning. I 
didn’t feel like I had many adults in my life that 
were willing to sit down and take me through the 
nitty-gritty of having a functioning fulfilling life. 
My parents were neglectful.” 

He says he’s since reconciled with his family, 
but acknowledges how during those years there 
was a lot of turning a blind eye on their part and 
generally not being interested in what was going 
on, or feeling that they could do anything about it.

Today his mother gives him the expected 
parental disapproval when he discusses these 
subjects during interviews. “The first time my 
mum read about me talking about meth, she 
asked if I really had to. I don’t know if I have to 

talk about all that, but I’m not ashamed to. If on 
some level it can shine a light on something our 
community deals with, and I can be something 
of an example of getting through that, then 
maybe it’s useful.”

From a wayward teen to an erstwhile 
figurehead, he acknowledges the nature of 
being a gay guy in the spotlight in a world that 
is still hostile about our very existence. “I feel 
like I’ve become more receptive and inquisitive 
about what’s going on in the world than I ever 
was in my life. I’m lucky that I have first-hand 
experience from traveling and having gay kids 
from all over the world come to my shows. I 
have a ton of interaction and I get to hear a lot 
about what’s going on in different countries.”

Life experience has opened his eyes to the 
realities of modern life. “Nothing’s all good or 
bad, either. I’m sick of this thinking that drugs 
are good or bad, or sex with lots of people is 
good or bad, or that anything has to be normal 
on any level. I’m really not interested in it. That’s 
just not how life works. 

“It’s more important to get a grip around 
the idea that nothing’s either black or white, 
and take care of yourself and others. That’s 
why I need to live in a city and act like grandpa, 
because I spent years acting like that insane 
fifteen year old.”

Hercules and Love Affair headline Brighton Pride on Saturday 1st August. 
More info and tickets: www.brighton-pride.org

“ I know how to do 
it. I know how to 
do it to the point 
of complete and 
utter destruction.”
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“ Asking 
For It?”

Why do we permit a culture of groping on the gay scene?

Gay US magazine The Advocate published 
photos from last month’s Miami Beach Pride, 
saying that Number 13 had caused a stir. 
Straight American television star Mario Lopez 
was groping another guy’s ass. The tagline for 
the photo breathlessly reads: “Mario Lopez 
got into the spirit of the day… Saying he 
couldn’t help himself!”

Woah there, nelly. Back up. 
Firstly, there’s no indication of consent. 

If Lopez had grabbed a woman’s ass non-
consensually and then shrugged “I couldn’t 
help myself”, the MailOnline would be all over 
it. The image would be retweeted worldwide; 
furious op-eds demanding apologies would 
be spewed. Lopez would be on a par with 
Robin Thicke in terms of feminist popularity. 

But what’s more intriguing is The 
Advocate’s none-the-fuck-fussed assessment. 
Groping, by their own words, is “the spirit 
of the day” - a day that just happens to be 
called Pride. Pride, a celebration of gay 
liberation. I suspect Miami Beach Pride 
may not have Stonewall ‘69 as number one 
priority on its reasons for existing, but it’s still 
a strange conflation: gay male freedom is a 
freedom to grab.

“I have a twin brother who’s straight and 
he came with me one night to a London gay 
bar,” says Scott Westron, who often enjoys the 
gay scene in Soho. “Somebody came up to 
me, an older gentleman: a hand straight on 
my cock. My brother was silent but you could 
see he was very angry. I thought he was going 

to punch him. I said: “Oi! Oof!” And then the 
guy came back and did it again! At that point 
I thought I was going to punch him.

“Afterwards my brother said, ‘Why didn’t 
you lay into him more? You seemed a bit too 
calm. Is that normal?’ While it’s not normal, 
but it’s become a norm. If that was my sister 
in a bar and somebody came up and put 
their hand on her vagina, the police would be 
called. But when talking about [my incident], 
the first thing that everybody says is: ‘Oh 
well, it’s a gay bar.’ Whereas women through 
feminism have said ‘we should be treated 
better’, gay men haven’t.”

According to the Met Police website, 
“a person commits sexual assault if they 
intentionally touch another person, the 
touching is sexual and the person does 
not consent.” In these terms, I’ve definitely 
been assaulted in bars myself. Two weeks 
ago I was chatting to a friend who worked 
behind a bar. I had to lean forward to hear 
him over the pumping pop. Evidently the 
resultant position was provocative enough to 
quickly constitute ‘consent’ from a drunken 
neighbour for a full-on ass grope.  

I turned around, put a hand out between 
us and said, “No, thanks”. 

As I resumed my conversation, the groping 
immediately began again.

I was angrier, and pushed him away from 
me. “I said, no.”

He gave me a look that was genuinely 
pained. As if I had no right to spoil his fun 

and protect my own body. Yet until I came to 
write this article I didn’t consider the incident’s 
wider connotations. It was just being out on 
the gay scene. 

“I think the lax attitude comes from gay 
shame,” says performance artist Pretty Miss 
Cairo, who intertwines issues of consent into 
some of her work. “When we enter a ‘gay 
club’ we become ‘our authentic selves’ or 
a version of that. We enter a playground of 
allowing our repressed feelings of attraction 
and blurt them out with hands and eyes over 
everything we can see. In that moment, we 
forget how uncomfortable others can make us 
feel and have a sense of privilege.

“This lack of respect does come from one’s 
[own] self-respect and self-worth. If you don’t 
feel worthy enough to be loved or be intimate, 
you disengage. I’m all up for self-expression, 
I’m all up for getting sexy in clubs, I’m all up 
for one-night-stands and filling the void, but 
you need to know where it’s coming from. 
When you don’t, you’re lost. When you’re lost 
you lash out or cling to whatever’s nearest.”

 Cairo’s theories align with current scientific 
research regarding the psychological effects 
of being gay in a straight man’s world. 

“People often assume that individuals with 
a concealable stigma (like being gay) escape 
much of the prejudice and discrimination 
faced by visibly stigmatised groups (ethnic 
minorities or women) because they can 
hide their identities,” says Dr Qazi Rahman, 
Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London. 

By Patrick Cash
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“But in fact, concealing an identity results 
in considerable distress about being found 
out, being detached from one’s true social 
identity which impairs self-esteem, and 
having to make constant decisions to disclose 
one’s status.”

The feeling of sexual availability as release 
is ubiquitously peddled on the scene. If there’s 
one thing gay bars know how to do, it’s glorify 
the male body. There are pretty, semi-nude 
boys behind the bar, on the walls and in the 
magazines. Close-ups of Andrew Christian 
model’s bulges and ass shots thrust from the 
screens. It’s a sexually charged candy shop 
that screams: ‘lick me!’ 

But then the other men are obectifying you, 
too. We’re not only stripping each other in 
our heads, but also of emotional investment. 
Writing this piece has made me consider my 
own behaviour as a perpetrator. I’ve never 
grabbed anyone’s crotch but ass-slapping has 
long been a way of saying hello to my gay 
friends, in a manner it could never be to, say, 
my mum’s Bridge friends. In a manner that’s 
different from hugging: because an embrace 
is shared as equals, whereas an ass-slap 
implies ownership. Equally, I have to consider 
the impression of gay culture I’m giving to 
younger guys who witness my actions.

“I sometimes think back to my 18-year-
old self, who used the touches of strangers 
as affirmation; to validate my fragile gay 
identity,” says actor Rich Watkins, 25. “Seven 
years later and the touches often still happen. 

These days, however, I’ve - finally - learnt how 
to say no. Just remember that the young boy 
whose bum you squeeze might be feeling a 
bit insecure and out-of-his-depth, and that a 
genuine ‘hello’ would give him so much more 
than a grope.”

My housemate is blonde and pretty. She 
complained to the council last month for 
being verbally harassed by a male worker. It 
wasn’t so much her upset about the incident 
itself, but it was her standing up to the culture 
it perpetuated; that it’s not fine for guys to 
do that to women on the street. Because the 
“harmless” acts may pave a path to actual 
harm. Some of the darkest stories on our 

own gay scene - of guys overdosing on drugs 
and waking up being raped - might find their 
sources in our casual attitudes towards each 
other’s bodies. 

For Scott, Cairo and Rich, the solution 
is all the same: dialogue. Scott upbraided 
his assailant when he saw him again in the 
same bar. The guy was astonished and hadn’t 
thought he’d done anything wrong. “Treat 
others how you want to be treated, you are 
an advertisement to the world,” says Cairo. 
“People have genuinely realised groping me is 
wrong and apologised enough times to make 
me continue being fearless about how I let the 
world engage with me.”

We can show the world our worth at Pride, 
but we can also begin showing ourselves with 
our speech and actions. We just need, as the 
Erasure once said, a little respect. 

“ I’m all up for getting sexy in clubs, I’m all up 
for one-night-stands and filling the void, but 
you need to know where it’s coming from.”

Rich Watkins

Scott Westron

Pretty Miss Cairo
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number of years before I felt comfortable 
discussing this openly beyond my immediate 
circle of friends. Having been diagnosed 
at the age of twenty-four was hard. I was 
petrified I would no longer be perceived as 
sexually desirable. At this age I drew a lot 
of validation from sex. I was frightened of 
losing the intimacy and affection of other gay 
men. My HIV was easier to assimilate into 
my identity than my Hep C. It is a wonderful 
reflection of how inclusive and empathetic 
the gay community is that people living with 
HIV are increasingly accepted. My Hep C left 
me feeling remote from many of the people 
around me.
There was uncertainty regarding my 
treatment. In 2010 NHS policy was that, 
if diagnosed within a few months of 
contracting the virus, a course of interferon 
be commenced at once, the success rate 
for interferon higher if commenced in the 
initial period following infection. However, 
my diagnosis was probably longer than 
six months after initial infection. I tested 
positive for Hep C in January 2010 and had 
last been tested in the first half of 2009. In 
2010 I was told that there was only a sixty 
per cent chance that a course of interferon 
would eradicate my Hep C. Patients treated 
with interferon are often left feeling sick and 
weak. My doctor and I decided I should 
not do the lengthy course of the drug, 
approximately nine months, as I was worried 
about the implications this could have on my 
career. This was a pivotal moment in my life 

and I did not want to destroy this opportunity 
with one of the world’s leading law firms. 
Between 2010 and 2015 there have been 
incredible advances in treatment. My doctor 
and I periodically reviewed my health. In 
2013 I once again considered interferon, 
but medical developments were taking place 
so rapidly that NHS policy was not to treat 
unless an individual was at immediate risk or 
they fell into the initial infection category. 
I am lucky to have the support of an 
amazing doctor. I try to abstain from alcohol, 
which is the most dangerous factor regarding 
Hep C progression. For the first two years 
after my diagnosis I did not drink alcohol at 
all. My doctor and I discussed this in 2014 
and he said that I could drink seven units a 
week without significantly damaging my liver. 
This was an approach that I could safely take 
and my liver is very healthy.
I now live happily with HIV and Hep C. 
I received the news last week that an 
incredible new treatment will be available, 
probably by the end of the year. It lasts 
only twelve weeks, has few side effects 
and is over ninety per cent effective. This 
has already been available to those with 
advanced Hep C for a few months. The NHS 
is currently negotiating pricing options with 
pharmaceutical companies, the expectation 
being that the price will fall significantly. Hep 
C treatment now has a shorter duration, 
fewer side effects and better success rate. 
My advice? Take charge of your health and 
get tested at least every six months. 

“I drew a lot of 
validation from sex. 
I was frightened of 
losing the intimacy 
and affection of 
other gay men.”

hortly after my diagnosis, 
when a friend confided in 
me that he had Hep C, I 
did not have the courage to 
tell him that I had Hep C as 
well. I was frightened. I felt 
touched that he trusted me, 
yet guilty for not sharing my 

secret with him. I hated lying and wish I had 
been able to support him better. I thought 
that people would gossip about my Hep C. 
My own fear manifested itself in paranoia. 
There were no role models in the media 
for co-infection with HIV and Hep C, which 
made it harder to be open. I had fought so 
hard to be an out gay man, and now I was 
hiding something that was inextricably linked 
to my sexuality, to my identity and to my core 
sense of who I am.
I was diagnosed with Hep C a week after 
my initial HIV diagnosis in 2010. I caught 
both from the same sexual partner. Each 
diagnosis was traumatic and came as a 
massive shock. I still felt numb and confused 
as a consequence of the HIV diagnosis when 
I was suddenly informed that I was also Hep 
C positive. From the beginning I discussed 
my HIV status broadly in the gay community. 
I have only rarely experienced HIV stigma. 
Regarding Hep C, the story is much more 
nuanced. There is a lack of knowledge  
and uncertainty. I felt shame on many 
different levels. 
I was not as candid regarding my Hep C 
status with other gay men and it was a 

S

The Shame & Sexuality series

Philip Christopher Baldwin
talks about living with Hep C in the gay community
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T h e  w h o ,  w h a t ,  w h y ,  w h e r e  &  w h e n  o f  g a y  L o n d o n …

Bear club XXL has announced their sponsorship of the London Titans 
FC to coincide with their 15th and 10th anniversaries, respectively. The 
Titans consists of four teams competing in three leagues, both Sunday 
league and gay friendly. Since 2012 the Titans have raised over £7000 
in charitable giving, and players will shortly be seen in branded XXL 
sportswear and be working closely with the organisers on events and 
projects throughout the year.

6 May -
13 MayT H E  I N F O R M E R

www.londontitans.com

12th July – 19th July
www.fetishweek.com

XXL & London Titans FC

Recon Presents 
London Fetish 

Week 2015
This July, the deviants 
will be coming out to 
play for Fetish Week 
London 2015! From all 
around the world, gay 
men into fetish and kink 
will be making their way 
to London to meet up, 
celebrate and be part of 
this huge annual event. 
This year the theme of 
the event is gritty London 
neo-noir, with a schedule 
consisting of 12 official 
events, including a 
Bondage Masterclass, art 
exhibition, Sports Gear 
Party, Rubber Gear Party, 
Fetish Week Dinner, and 
the crowning jewel of the 
week, Full Fetish London 
at The Coronet.

Polari

www.polariliterarysalon.co.uk

LGBT literary salon, Polari, has 
been awarded Arts Council England 
funding for a seven month series of 
events outside of the capital: Polari 
on Sea in Hastings, and a second 
nationwide tour. Beginning on June 
30th, Polari on Sea, is a six month 
residency in Hastings, while a second 
national tour will run September to 
December, ending at the Southbank 
Centre, the salon’s London home. This 
year’s events will showcase local LGBT 
literary talent and help raise further 
awareness of The Polari First Book 
Prize, which is now in its fifth year. 
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Let’s Talk About Gay Sex & Drugs is an open communication forum for 
anyone to come talk about how they perceive sex and drug use amongst 
the gay male community of London. No judgement and no villainising 
drugs for the sake of it, just an open and honest discussion. Everyone 
who wants to speak gets five minutes and all are welcome, whether to 
speak or listen. For the May event we will have a non-obligatory theme 
of happiness, with six featured speakers including: Dr R Justin Hunt 
with his paper on comedowns and chillouts; Glitter Crisis the blogger 
who masquerades as literary heroines on Grindr; brilliant spoken word 
‘naked’ poet Ernesto Sarezale; gay Islamic artist Tareq de Montfort; 
host of ‘A Change of Scene’ Simon Marks; and peerless drag 
performer Fabulous Russella guiding us out into the night!

Ku Klub, 30 Lisle Street, Chinatown, WC2H 7BA
Thursday 14th May, 6.30pm. Free.
www.facebook.com/LetsTalkAboutGaySexAndDrugs

It has been confirmed that the second application to the proposed 
redevelopment of The Yard has been withdrawn by the landlord. The 
application proposed to cover the existing courtyard with a glass canopy 
and build a number of flats above two historic Victorian roofs. The 
proposals were unanimously refused by Westminster City Council’s 
Planning Sub-Committee in March, with Chairman, Andrew Smith, 
calling the significantly historic building ‘a rare survival of its type’ and 
an ‘important relic of Old Soho.’ Yard owner Andy Jones said, ‘I would 
like to thank everyone for their support towards the campaign. Hundreds 
of objections were formally made against both applications by residents, 
customers and the greater Soho community.‘ It is not known at this time if 
the landlord plans to submit further planning applications.

The Yard

The Yard, 57 Rupert Street, W1D 7PL
www.yardbar.co.uk

Fanny & Stella: The 
Shocking True Story
Ernest Boulton and Frederick Park were a bank clerk and a lawyer’s son 
who enjoyed parading around 19th century London in evening gowns 
and makeup. When they were arrested at The Strand Theatre in 1870, 
they arrived in court the next morning proudly still in full regalia, wigs 
and all. If that’s not a good premise for a play we don’t know what is. 
Penned by Taggart creator Glenn Chandler, with original music by 
composer Charles Miller, Fanny & Stella tells the touching and true 
story of two young men who cast off constrictions and corporations in 
favour of camp Campari-fueled carriage rides. Fabulous!  

Above The Stag Theatre, 17 Miles Street, SW8 1RZ
13th May – 14th June. £18.
www.abovethestag.com

Russella

The UK’s first legally approved HIV self-testing kit will be going on sale 
at Freedoms Shop for £29.95, to encourage people who might not be 
comfortable in a clinic setting to test, receive the results at home and 
know their status. Using a very small amount of blood from a finger prick 
sample to detect the presence of HIV antibodies within 15-minutes, the 
test comes with a bag in which the used testing kit can be sealed and 
disposed of in household waste.

www.freedoms-shop.co.uk

Freedom Shop

Let’s Talk About 
Gay Sex & Drugs - 

Happiness



Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland High 
Street, E8 2PB. 9pm–3am.  
Free before 11pm, £5 after.

Whip out the v-necks and 
high-top trainers…it’s boyband 
A1! The fresh-faced boys are 
famous for hits ‘Take on Me’ 
and ITV show The Big Reunion. 
Well, one of them anyway. 
Don’t miss their triumphant 
return to the palace of pop.

 For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 50-54 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.C L U B  N E W S

Dalston Superstore will be a 
hot gay mess with the return 
of Greg & Greg and a set 
from red-hot special guest 
Hesseltime. The vibe is 
intergalactic techno twink 
house. Host Leeloo (a.k.a. 
Orange Gina) will be setting 
her phasers to stun and her 
iPhone to vibrate. Prepare to 
board.
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08/05/15 

 Fhloston Paradise

09/05/15 
G-A-Y present A1

Heaven, Villiers Street, Charing Cross, 
WC2N 6NG. 10.30pm – 5am. £3 entry 
wristbands available from G-A-Y Bar.

07/05/15 

 G-A-Y 
Porn Idol  
with Michelle 
Visage

It’s election night and 
Michelle Visage is judging 
Porn Idol at G-A-Y. There 
isn’t a ballot box big enough. 
Next week it’s Bianca Del 
Rio so gird your loins! And 
with the chance to win £100 
in every heat and £1000 
in the final, the stakes are 
higher than the heels.

Bianca Del Rio

Heaven, Villiers Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 6NG. 10.30pm–5am. 

Free entry wristbands available  
from G-A-Y Bar.
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 C L U B  N E W SFor full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 50-54 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.

09/05/15: 

 XXL ‘Bear’

It’s XXL ‘Bear’ time! Everyone 
from cubs to polar bears will be 
ambling across the Thames for 
Mark Ames’ notorious night 
of furry fun. If you like big beats 
and big men, there’s nowhere 
better to spend your Saturday 
night. And if you can’t make it 
this week, remember XXL are 
also hosting Bear Pride on the 
23rd with rugby hunk Ben 
Cohen! Rawr!

Pulse, No 1 Invicta Plaza, SE1 9UF. 
10pm–7am. £15 guests, £8 members.

Attention, disco soldiers! Motherload is back and now bi-monthly (as opposed to 
bi-curious) from Saturday 9th May at East Bloc. Resident DJs D Ramirez and Guy 
Williams will be bringing the deep, jackin’ sounds, supported by the marvellous 
Martyn Fitzgerald. Infamous party boy Nan Atichatpong AKA ‘Nanimal’ is on 
hosting duties and holding court in the Den with DJs Richard Jones, Matt Carter 
and newcomer Luke Heard, plus it’s his birthday so expect shenanigans a-plenty!

East Bloc, 217 City Road, EC1V 2JN. 10:30pm-6am.  
£5 before midnight/£8 after..

09/05/15:  

 Motherload

Martyn Fitzgerald

Guy Williams



 For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 50-54 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.C L U B  N E W S

Best. Name. Ever. It sounds like the sort 
of club night Flash Gordon would go to. 
He’d love a good discosodomming. Two 
floors of shamelessly sleazy disco hole 
filth, with a heinous host of DJs including 
Gilb’r, Amateurboyz, Terry Childs, 
Sanjay Slur and Sex Video Tapes.

Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland High Street, E8 2PB. 
9pm–5am. Free before 10, £5 after.

Summer is (allegedly) en route to us 
now, but if you need things to heat up 
faster, then head over to Barcode for 
their FutureLovesSexyHouse edition 
of Dirty Disko! The head honchos of 
house Johnny Kalifornia, Alex 
Giorgiou, Mattias Dabo and 
Steven Artis will be keeping you 
moving all night, but if you can’t 
enough, there’s always Unchill 
afterhours immediately after!

Barcode, 69 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 
7TP. 10pm-late. £8 before midnight/£10 after.

09/05/15 

Dirty Disko

St Peter’s, 310 Kennington Lane, SE11 5HY, 7pm-10pm. £10.

For those of you who don’t indulge in the demon 
drink, there’s The Service, a totally sober soiree, 
where all you’re high on is life and amazing 
music! DJ Kele Okereke will be providing you 
with three hours of soulful, vocal Chicago house 
for you to move to. Why not challenge yourself 
for totally different clubbing experience? Just 
indulge your desire to dance as one! Come as you 
are, lose your inhibitions and bring water, you’re 
gonna work up a sweat!

16/05/15
 

The Service
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09/05/15 

Discosodoma

Alex Giorgiou

©
 So

ph
ie 

All
en

Kele Okereke





Vogue Fabrics

This month the gorgeously trashy, sequin-spattered disco 
bathtub that is Vogue Fabrics has a new Thursday night 
schedule tighter than Johnny Rapid’s jeans, so we took a look 
at what’s in store at the hottest haberdashery in East London.

This week sees Radical People 
editor Reba Maybury’s Election 
special, on May 7th. Think 
Sam Cam vomiting up Bacardi 
Breezer in Chicken Cottage. 
There’s gonna be election 
electro and political pop from 
good old Jeffrey Hinton and 
upcoming scenesters Disco 
Smack. There’s also going to 
be a live PA by Sayeeda Warsi, 
who will be launching her debut 
studio album “The Baroness”. We 
wish. It’s 12am-3am, £5 entry. 
£4 if you bring your poll card. 
All proceeds will be going to 
Shelter (the homeless charity, 
not the nightclub in Haggerston). 

Then on the 14th it’s the launch 
of Trash Fashion, a new 
night for fash mag slags and 
struggling students. It’s free 
before 11pm or £3 after with an 
NUS card. They’re promising 
cheap hookers, cheap rent, 
cheap girls and a free plastic 
tumbler of ‘bin juice’. 

On May 21st CHARIZA kicks 
off a kaleidoscopic mix of 
Thursday art openings at Vogue 
Fabrics over the coming months. 

Chariza works with emerging 
and underrepresented artists 
in fashion, music and art. 
Something that is genuinely vital 
in our increasingly grey, Pret-A-
Manger fuelled, X Factor ruled 
world. FKA Twigs, Charli XCX 
and Chloe Sevigny will all be 
there. Well, that’s not confirmed. 
But you never know. 

Then there’s more artsy action 
on the 28th with OTHER. They’re 
showcasing three promising 
young artists; James Burgess, 
Olivia Savage and Camilla 
Perkins. There will be a range 
of pieces for sale at fashion 
student prices. There’ll also be 
drinks and music of course. 
And ice cream. They wanted us 
to really push that. They were 
determined for EVERYONE to 
know. Ice cream, ice cream, ice 
cream, all night! 

Vogue Fabrics has become 
about much more than Aaliyah 
remixes and sucking someone’s 
face in the kissing booth. It’s 
about politics. It’s about cultural 
expression through art and 
music. It’s the revolution!

Vogue Fabrics are now open on Thursdays, starting with 
Radical People! Election Special on Thursday 7th May, 

12am-3am. £5/£4 with polling card.
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Thursdays at

1.Man Power -  

‘Trans’ 

In between acid and neo-

trance, quite fresh and trippy.

2.Etienne Jaumet - 

‘Metallik Cages’ (Gilb’r 

remix)

Recent obsession that keeps 

returning.

3.Todd Terje -  

‘Strandar’ ( Justin Van 

Der Volgen Remix)

Summery, trippy version of a 

masterpiece.

4.Moscoman - ‘ 

Fernadez’

Combines a psychedelic 

melody with far west 

elements.

5. Fantastic Man -  

‘Snake Charmer’ 

Quirky, full of a exotic 

trippyness.

6. Headman/Robi 

Insinna feat Brassica - 

‘Work’ (Manfredas Remix 

feat. Autarkic)

Hypnotic, sexy dance rhythm.

7. C.A.R -  

‘Idle Eyes’ (Roman Flugel 

Remix)

Eccentric lyrics, with a great 

bassline.

8. Boyz in the Oud - 

‘Cosmique Arabe’

Dance floor filler, still 

remember everyone being 

ecstatic when I played it at 

the first Discosodoma last 

year.

9. Christian S & Bryan 

Kessler -  

‘Nebel Dance’

Loving the drums.

10. Donna Summer -  

‘I Feel Love’ (original or 

12’’ mix)

Timeless.

Sex Video Tapes is at 
Discosodoma on Saturday 

9th May at Dalston 
Superstore (117 Kingsland 

High Street, E8 2PB), 
9pm-5am. Free before 10,  

£5 after.

S e x  V i d e o  Tap e s ’ 
D i s c o s o doma  Top  10

Tell us who you are in one 
juicy sentence. 
A boy who loves to dance. 
What kind of music do you 
play? 
From acid disco and psychedelic 
folk to voodoo house and cinematic 
techno. Basically a selection of 
genres that are considered as 
obscure dance music. 
And what can people expect 
from your next set? 
An extra dance-y set with some acid 
oriental surprises. 

SEX VIDEO TAPES
D J  O F  T H E  W E E K
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So we hear A1 are playing 
G-A-Y at Heaven soon… 
Yes we are indeed, on the 9th.
Are you excited? 
Yes, always a great gig. We’ve 
actually played there about eleven 
times now. We used to do a gig 
there every time we released a new 
single. It’ll be great to go back there.
So, you’re quite seasoned 
clientele then? 
I guess so! After playing there 
more than ten times, I think we 
would qualify. 
Didn’t you have your comeback 
gig at G-A-Y? 
Yeah! That was a really interesting 
one because it was way before Big 
Reunion and all that. We had been 
planning to come back to the UK for 
a while. We had been together a lot 
longer before that. We ended as a 
three-piece around 2003 and then 
myself, Ben and Christopher actually 

got together back in 2009. We just 
went over to Norway for a one-off 
gig, and things went so well! We 
got a TV show over there, which got 
really great ratings, and they wanted 
us to do an album over there. 
Christian’s Norwegian so we’ve got 
Norwegian in the blood. 
What’s kept you going back to 
G-A-Y so many times? 
Definitely the atmosphere, they’re 
always the best gigs. Any time we’re 
in London we jump at it. Back in the 
day it was always one of the wildest 
gigs, it was always one of the most 
appreciative audiences. Sometimes 
when you do some shows you feel 
like you have to play it a little bit 
cool; and think you need to shy 
away from some of the things that 
actually brought us to the dance. We 
can’t do the cheesy dance routines, 
we can’t do this, we can’t do this… 
Some audiences embrace it more 

than others. The G-A-Y audiences 
really enjoy us doing the full-on dance 
routine, so we’re happy to do it again. 
It must be fun just being a bit 
camp and silly. 
Absolutely! It’s so much fun. You 
can’t really generalise and say one 
audience is different from the other, 
but generally they’re always up for 
a really good time at G-A-Y, and it’s 

just party night from the moment 
you get on stage. 
Well it was great to speak to 
you Mark. We’ll come and see 
you on the 7th 
No the 7th is Porn Idol, we’re playing 
on the 9th! 
Oh. 
Just go to both. Porn Idol, can’t miss 
that.

Dylan Jones 
interviewed A1’s 
Mark Read ahead of 
their performance at 
G-A-Y this weekend.A1

A1 are at G-A-Y @ Heaven (Under the Arches, Villiers Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 6NG) on Saturday 9th May, 11pm-5am. 

Discount entry wristbands available at G-A-Y Bar.
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G-A-Y Porn Idol with Alaska 
Thunderfuck
30/04/15

Heaven, under the Arches, 
Villiers Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 6NG

Words and Photos 
by Joel Ryder

What a thunderous fucking Porn Idol it was this past Thursday at G-A-
Y! Our pants were wet through with some of the contestants on stage, 
especially the winner. Woof! The special guest judge this week was 
Alaska Thunderfuck from RuPaul’s Drag Race, holding court alongside 
resident G-A-Y Porn Idol judges, purely elegant bastard Baga Chipz and 
the Scot who’s haggis is always fresh; Mary Mac. It got rather raunchy 
on stage, even Mary Mac got off of her throne and started to strip the 
contestants bare with her dragula claws, like us if we ever get to meet 
Tom Daley #JustSayin. While Baga Chipz kept it elegant with her legs 
wide open playing with her battered sausage! But, in all seriousness, the 
people that get on that stage and get in to their birthday suits are braver 
than us, so well done to all of them. This week sees the return of Michelle 
Visage as the guest judge. That’s one you do not want to miss.

“What a 
thunderous fucking 
Porn Idol it was.”
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XXL ‘KINK’
Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, 
Southwark, SE1 9UF

2/5/15

Words by Yaf Brown
Photos by Joel Ryder

XXL is the gay man’s playground; every Saturday filling to the brim 
with broadly built, bulky chunks and boyishly curious guys with keen 
sense of adventure - not to mention the ability to party BIG between 
the hours 10 to 7. Big is what the frankly gargantuan SE London club 
has become synonymous with, both in and out of its sexually charged 
labyrinth of a red room at the back end of the cavernous network of 
dance and chill spaces. This time the theme was Kink, and getting 
trussed/tied-up to get turned on (and out) something the crowd that 
frequents the club is a dab hand at.  Meanwhile, resident DJs Christian 
M, Joe Egg and co tended to the dirty bassline-needs of the baying, 
slaying crowd. As a commited weekend reveler what can I say? This 
place just has it all; so I’m sure you’ll hear from me again.





Circuit Pre Party
03/05/15

Ministry of Sound, 103 
Gaunt Street, SE1 6DP

Words and Photos 
by Mark Storey

Oh my days, QX were in the Circuit house, and the 
house’s circuits were in overload! Ministry of Sound was 
filled to capacity with summer-hungry twinks, super-size 
beefcake, and (our favourite type of guy) just plain hawt, 
hawt, hawt! It took a little while to adjust to the hot sparks 
firing in every blink of our photographer’s eye. “Deep 
breath, brave the crowds…” and in we went, camera aloft, 
papping the crazed, happy partying peeps. We must say 
this has to be one of the most monumental parties to start 
the summer that we’ve been to in a long while. If these 
crowds are a taste of what summer 2015 has to offer, 
count us in for a big portion! Bring on the sun and bring 
on those banging tunes!
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“This has to be 
one of the most 

monumental 
parties to start the 

summer.”



GAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All areas covered - We can save you money £££sss  
170 Lavender Hill London SW11 5TG

Wind, Storm, Fire & Flood Damage  Victorian Tiling Footpaths

www.gayhomeimprovements.co.uk

Loft Conversions & Extensions

FREE ESTIMATES FREE ADVICE  
CALL NOW ON: FREE PHONE 0800 474 8357 

DIRECT LINE: 07440 698 556  

All areas 
covered in 

and outside 
London

Experienced 
Staff  

Needed

Various
Uniformed 
Staff on 

request and 
Part nude

Plumbing 

We aim to please the gay community

  Patios 
Gardens 
Fascias 
Flat roofs 
New Roofs 
Guttering 
Driveways 
Sash Windows 
Brick Restoration 
UPVC Windows & Doors 
All types of Roof repairs 
Painting & Decorating Int 'Ext' 

Tiling  
Pointing  

Plumbing  
Pathways  

Plastering  
Brickwork  
Rendering  
Bathrooms  

Kitchens  
Damp Proofing  
Refurbishment  

Basement Conversions  

h i
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“The place was so 
busy that we don’t 
think we’ve ever 

seen the Tavern so 
packed.”

Sunday Social @ RVT
03/05/15

372 Kennington Lane, 
SE11 5HY

Words and Photos 
by Mark Storey

After a banging bank holiday weekend so far, this QX boy 
needed a rest, but RVT was calling! We threw our skates on and 
set up our camera at speed. But upon arrival, star of the evening 
Charlie Hides was having none of our not-so-prompt entry, calling 
out! “Late are we, mister photographer?” “No,” we said “bang on 
time to catch your last number!” whilst hiding our red face behind 
the lens. The place was so busy that we don’t think we’ve ever seen 
the Tavern so packed. With wall-to-wall bodies packing every inch 
of space, the bank holiday buzz was in full swing everywhere. After 
a couple of sherries and lots of photos ‘twas time for us to hit the 
next gin joint. Until we meet again Miss Hides, it was fabulous 
seeing you, as always.
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Hotwired Sports
02/05/15

Ewer Street Car Park, 29 
Great Suffolk Street, 

SE1 0NS

Words by Michael Smith
Photos by Joel Ryder

What is by far one of the hottest clubbing events in the 
international leather and rubber scene calendar became a 
strong contender for the hottest night out for lovers of sportswear 
after Suzie Krueger and Rob Rutt pulled off a seamless fusion 
of the two fetishes on the May Day Bank Holiday weekend. We 
took a trip to London’s coolest car park when Hotwired returned 
for a special one-off springtime event with a difference. Called 
Hotwired Sports, the event’s usual ultra-strict leather and rubber 
dress code had been expanded to include sportswear. The night 
saw some of the hottest muscle leather men and fit rubber lads 
from across Europe party and play shoulder to shoulder with 
horny sportswear dudes. As many partygoers got down to some 
serious fun in the venue’s various play areas, others cruised and 
socialised in the bar while DJs Jon Delano, Brent Nicholls and 
Tony Bruno bashed out electro/techno/house in the dance room, 
and Lucious Flajore and Wes DB played dirty grooves in the play 
area. Promoters Suzie and Rob have said from the word go that 
this would be a special one-off event, but following the success 
of this party, it would be a crime not to put on another inter-fetish 
Hotwired Sports.

“Following the 
success of this 

party, it would be a 
crime not to put on 
another inter-fetish 
Hotwired Sports.”
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Dalston Superstore 
6th Birthday
03/05/15

117 Kingsland High St, E8 2PB

Words by Ted Rogers
Photos by LUXXXER

“This truly was 
a birthday to 
remember.”

And a very Happy Birthday it was too! To celebrate their six years 
strong as a thriving queer venue, the Dalston Superstore crew threw 
themselves an epic birthday bash. With such a Mega line up of hosts 
and DJ’s it would be difficult for this not to have been an awesome 
party and it most certainly did not disappoint. A sexy, mixed crowd 
utterly packed both floors of the venue. The buzzing upstairs bar 
was gleefully decorated with drag hosts A Man to Pet and Arial Bold 
alongside gender bending gogo girl/boys Orange Gina and well, 
yours truly! Meanwhile, downstairs was a steamy, sweaty pit of funky 
vibes, headlined by Panorama Bar’s Virginia (Ostgut Ton), who tore 
down the house with her live vocals! By the time the night was through 
most of the staff had become a drag queen or bar dancer! This truly 
was a birthday to remember and reaffirms Dalston Superstore as a 
great venue that truly understands fun, love and great music. It’s a 
good job every one had bank holiday Monday to recover… 





 34
qxmagazine.com

R & She: 3rd Birthday
25/04/15

Tipsy, 20 Stoke Newington 
Road, Dalston, N16 7XN

Words by
The Soho Bitch Project
Photos by Mark Storey

We were ‘nasty girls’ on that dance floor last Saturday, as R & She 
celebrated its 3rd birthday at Tipsy in Dalston. A night dedicated to 
R&B divas from the 90s to present was perfect for us, as we were those 
crazy teens slut-dropping to Destiny’s Child on MTV! The venue was 
filled with hot guys and their even hotter hags. Some even initiated a 
dance battle when Missy Elliott came on and it got more interesting 
from there, as resident DJs QBoy, David Oh and Neil Price provided 
us with the beats, both old and new. With not a single filler track to 
be heard, we were shaking our pom pom non-stop, no time for even 
a quick cigarette! Definitely one of the best R&B nights we’ve been to, 
those boys knew exactly what we wanted and we’ll definitely keep an 
eye out for the next one.

“With not a single 
filler track to be 
heard, we were 

shaking our pom 
pom non-stop.”
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Counter 
Arch 50, 7-11 South Lambeth Place, SW8 1SP

Cutlery tinkles, champagne sprinkles and sequins twinkle at new 
restaurant Counter’s Sunday brunch sessions. It’ll be the most 
civilised afternoon you’ve EVER spent under an arch in Vauxhall. Not 
that that’s saying much. This week tantalising Topsie Redfern and 
dashing Duncan Day (known to friends as “Drunken Gay”), will be 
belting out musical piano numbers. All while a waitress who looks 
like Kelly Rowland drifts between the tables with plates of buttery 
chicken. Lovely. 1-4pm.

G-A-Y Bar
30 Old Compton Street, W1D 4UR

Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you’ll know that it’s 
the general election on Thursday May 7th. G-A-Y are pressing 
pause on the pop music for 36 hours, screening the live results 
of the election as and when they get them on BBC News. Head 
over, grab a cocktail jug and find out who will be running the 
country. You may need several more drinks when the results 
are announced…

R A I S I N G  T H E  B A R

The Two Brewers 
114 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ

On Friday 15th May, Clapham’s Two Brewers will be 
playing host to…Ben Cohen! Along with host La 
Voix, the chunk of rugby hunk will be arriving on 
stage shortly after his pectoral muscles for a night 
of burliness and beer. The name of the event is “An 
Audience with Ben Cohen.” Our imaginations are 
running wild! It’s probably going to be far more 
wholesome than we’re hoping. But you never know.

Ben Cohen La Voix

Topsie Redfern
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Hippodrome  
Cranbourn Street, Leicester Square, 
WC2H 7JH
 
It’s The Velma Celli Show at the 
Hippodrome on the 7th! She’s been on 
Eastenders, she’s been at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, she’s been in Chicago, she’s been 
in Catz...and she’s probably been in your 
bedroom! She’ll be firing from both breast 
pads all night long from, 8pm. Can’t ask for 
more than that. Tickets £10. 

Halfway 2 Heaven 
7 Duncannon Street, WC2N 4JF
 
Planning a quiet weekend to recuperate 
after Bank Holiday shenanigans? Not if 
Sandra’s got anything to say about it! She’ll 
be at Halfway at 10pm on the 8th, stalking 
up and down the stage and mouthing off, in 
the way that only Sandra can do. DJ Little 
John will be spinning tunes too. 

City of Quebec  
12 Old Quebec Street, W1H 7AF
 
It’s a jolly old knees-up at City of 
Quebec on 10th May as City of Quebec 
celebrate 70 years of VE Day! VE Day is 
the anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War. There’s some trivia for you. 
Seasoned scene stalwarts Tiffany Wells 
and Titty Monroe, who both probably 
remember the end of the Second World 
War, will be performing. 

Velma Celli

Sandra

Tiffaney Wells

Idol Gossip
The Drag Idol news column  By Jason Reid

Anyway, let’s crack on, as I have 
a tanning booth with my name on 
it waiting. Admiral Duncan was 
the first of the London heats last 
week. A great atmosphere, an 
enthusiastic host in Son Of a Tutu, 
tipsy judges with plenty to say, and 
three very different acts made for a 
cracking night. It was The Bear Did 
Lady who took the win - a favourite 
with both the judges and audience. 
Later in the week, everyone flocked 
South of the river to witness the 
iconic RVT pop their Drag Idol 
cherry. And they went BIG! I shan’t 
prattle on about it though, there’s 
a full review on this week’s cab-
aret page. Other heats this week 
included The Two Brewers, won by 
Roxx, and Central Station, won by 
Alex Fear. 

Away from the hustle and bustle of 
London, Birmingham’s Eden Bar 
were the first out of the blocks this 
year, and have already held two 
heats, producing heat finalists Sum 
Ting Wong (LOVE that name) and 
Jade Justine.

The Palace, Bristol was where the 
main event of the week took place 
though. Their sole heat being 
hosted by 2008 finalist, Cherry 
Popppin, with a judging panel 
that included local favourite Miss 
Beaver. Cherry described the night 

to me as being like ‘The Hunger 
Games with hairspray’. Five acts 
battled it out and eventually it was 
Ruby Rawbone the judges chose. 

She told me: “This is all super excit-
ing. It’s such a new thing for me.” 
And her act? “I’d describe it as 
high-energy lip sync. I base a lot of 
it around physical comedy and just 
having a good time”.

All the best to Ruby in the Semi-
Finals. Over and out drag addicts, 
‘til next week.

“ Who’d have thought it? 
Drag queens and drama.”

The heat stages of this year’s competition are now well underway, and isn’t the 
excitement just palpable? The correct answer to that is ‘yes’ by the way. There’s 
already been a shed-load of variety, glamour and high camp. Oh, and a gen-
erous sprinkling of drama too, on and OFF stage. Who’d have thought it? Drag 
queens and drama. Honestly, my sarcasm knows no bounds...

Ruby Rawbone

The Bear Did Lady





 40
qxmagazine.com

Ku Bar 
03/05/15

30 Lisle Street,
Chinatown, WC2H

Words by Joe Worricker
Photos by Joel Ryder

“Ripped contoured 
bodies sliding up 

and down a pole is 
our new favourite 
performance art.”

May Day, May Day! Ku-Bar’s 
pole dancers will diminish your self-
confidence, whilst comfortably moistening 
the front of your pants. Ripped contoured 
bodies sliding up and down a pole is our 
new favourite performance art, which we 
were very happy watching last Sunday 
bank holiday, accompanied of course by 
our trusty companions Heineken and Gin. 
Vicki Vivacious had taken the night off 
touring with her drag band, The Supreme 
Fabulettes, spinning the best of pop and 
dance anthems while looking wonderfully 
drag-tastic and pristine. The crowd was 
young, juicy and friendly, just as we 
have come to expect at Ku Bar. One 
encounter with a hot German guy even 
ended with a cheeky snog and number 
exchange for us, happy days! It was a 
spring/summer night bursting with fun, 
and as the alcohol worked it’s magic, the 
pole-dancing hotties seemed to become 
even more beautiful and were evidently 
pleasing the crowd. What a way to spend 
the bank holiday, sign us up for next May!
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Picture it. Soho. Bank Holiday 
weekend. Pulling up to Circa’s 
front entrance, we were greeted 
with a gaggle of over-gesturing 
drags, fit boys and tiddly regulars 
queuing to re-enter the little bar 
that packs a mighty punch. Why? 
Well, because it’s one of the best 
bars in all of Gay Land! But more 
specifically, because Circa’s been 
sparkling at the top of Soho for 
four years now, and their birthday 
bash was THE place to be this 
party weekend! Inside, the Who’s 
She of London’s glittering West End 
covered every square inch of the 
bar, as a thundering pop-house 
soundtrack was provided by not 
one, not two but SEVEN of Circa’s 
top-drawer spinners. The place 
where everybody knows you have 
an alcohol problem ramped up the 
promo all week with some DIVINE 
Human Nature-era Madonna 
artwork, and more than delivered 
on the birthday hype. An electric 
atmosphere and an eclectic bunch 
of sassy ravers ensured we were 
there ‘til the early hours. If this is the 
4th birthday celebrations, what the 
frick are they gonna pull out for the 
5th? We’ll pretty much be waiting at 
the bar all year to find out…

Circa 4th Birthday
03/05/15

62 Frith Street, Soho, W1

Words by Lee Dalloway
Photos by Joel Ryder

“If this is the 
4th birthday 

celebrations, what 
the frick are they 

gonna pull out for 
the 5th?”
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C A B A R E T

It is nice to see the RVT joining the ranks of amazing venues across the 
country hosting Drag Idol, bringing a fresh diversity to the competition 
that is now in it’s eleventh year. Five contestants camped it up and battled 
it out in the RVT’s first heat of the season, with ten minutes on stage each, 
in front of an esteemed panel of judges. Including Dave Cross, star of the 
scene Vanity Von Glow (in boy form, Hi Thom!), RVT mother Jason and 
from the World of Wotever the neutrally fabulous Ingo. From lip-syncing to 
punters sucking on chocolate cocks, there was a grand old mix amongst 
the gaggle of gays, performing their arses off to get through to the next 
stage of Drag Idol. In the end though, there can be only one. In this 
particular heat, the victress was the cockney countess Vinegar Stroke who, 
in the words of our judges, ‘could go all the way!’ Stay tuned to QX for all 
the Idol gossip, until next time.

Drag Idol @ RVT
30/04/15

372 Kennington Lane,  
SE11 5HY

Words and Photos 
by Joel Ryder

“From lip-syncing 
to punters sucking 

on chocolate cocks, 
there was a grand 
old mix amongst 

the gaggle of gays.”
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GAY THREESOME?
 
Rural Hungary 
is the LAND OF 
STORMS, where a 
fit young footballer 
tries to start a quiet 
life with a rough-
hunk builder and 
perhaps his German 
ex-teammate as well. 
But homophobia is 
everywhere. A strong, 
meaty drama. And very 
sexy. (TLA DVD)

MUST-SEE DRAMA
 
Iconic TV pundit Jon 
Stewart wrote and 
directed ROSEWATER, 
the true story of a 
journalist (the superb 
Gael Garcia Bernal) 
imprisoned in Iran. 
Balanced, riveting 

from Celine Sciamma 
(Tomboy), GIRLHOOD 
is a bracingly sharp 
exploration of a 
teen girl discovering 
her queer sexuality. 
Goosebump-inducing 
cinema.

Film of the week

FUTURO BEACH (15)
Ambitious and very clever, this gay drama starts in Brazil, where muscular lifeguard Donato 
(Wagner Moura) finds himself falling for hot German biker Konrad (Clemens Schick), whom he 
rescues from the surf. So he follows Konrad back to Berlin. Where this goes is unpredictable 
and emotional, as filmmaker Karim Ainouz explores how these characters are drawn to each 
other in ways they may never understand. Visceral and powerful.

 

Douglas Booth 
(pictured) will star with 
Alan Rickman in The 
Limehouse Golem, 
about 1880 London 
serial murders so brutal 
that people blamed a 

And Sam Claflin and Riz 
Ahmed may star in Star 
Wars: Rogue One, the 
standalone adventure 
about a rebel mission.

Video of the week

DRINK ME (15)
This sexy British gay thriller makes the most of its low budget as a loved-up couple (Darren 
Munn and Emmett Friel) find their happy domesticity threatened by a lodger (Chris Ellis-
Stanton) who seems to be a vampire. Simple but very effective, the minimalistic approach 
centres on unspoken interaction rather than plotting. The three hot actors superbly add 
humour and implied horror. And they’re often naked too. (TLA)

S C R E E N  T E S T   by Jack Leger

Ex-teacher Chris Woodley’s 
debut play Next Lesson focuses 
on the noxious legacy of Section 
28, the law that forbade the 
“promotion of homosexuality” in 
British schools. Implemented in 
1988 by Thatcher’s Conservative 

government, it remained in law 
until 2003. Next Lesson traces its 
effects in the classroom, through a 
kaleidoscopic montage of sharply 
scripted vignettes.

We begin in 1988 with a 
14-year-old boy (Stanley Eldridge) 

Next Lesson
The Pleasance, North Road, Islington, N7 9EF
Tuesday 28th April

A R T S   b y  P at r ic k  C a s h confessing to his mother that 
he’s gay. His Mum admonishes 
he must never tell his father. As 
the boy grows older he moves 
into teaching before his fractured 
relationship with his parents 
reaches a cathartic climax towards 
the play’s end.

The rest of the material 
consists of disconnected scenes 
each exploring a different angle 
and theme. At times this lack of 
cohesion can feel confusing as 
the six highly talented actors are 
playing several different roles 
between them, but the non-linear 
approach also provides a freedom 
of depth, which may otherwise 
feel laboured. We travel through 
the years with the aid of a chalked 
date on a blackboard door, and 
choice pop music: from the Spice 
Girls to Blur to Snow Patrol.

Most memorable of these 
scenes include a teacher (Lucas 
Livesey) denying himself to the 
short shorts-wearing school 
handyman (Cole Michaels) who 
asks him out on a date. Two 
boys, one a rugby jock (Samuel 
Lawrence) and the other overtly 
‘femme’ (Livesey again) appear 
to be completely at ease and 
happy as gay teenage friends 
discussing what boys they fancy. 
A PSHE teacher (Esme Patey-Ford) 

berates her Head of Department 
for being prejudiced against 
gay people. The utterly brilliant 
Anne Odeke gives a hilarious 
but moving account of being a 
teenage lesbian who stands up 
for herself and her form teacher 
against homophobia. Odeke and 
Patay-Ford both shine as a lesbian 
couple trying to reconcile the 
progression of their careers with 
being out about their love.

Next Lesson isn’t a perfect 
play. The quicksilver slipping of 
the facets is engaging, and you’re 
never disinterested, but it also 
makes it difficult to emotionally 
invest in characters that are on 
stage one moment, gone the 
next. You may feel like you’re 
watching an intelligent sketch 
show. However, it is an impressive 
play. Director Andrew Beckett 
skillfully guides his cast around 
the Pleasance’s small studio space 
and Woodley’s well-constructed 
lines. The stories, while fleeting, 
all feel like they need to be told.

It’s unlikely you’ll be moved 
to tears by Hyphen Theatre 
Company’s first production, but 
it will no doubt inspire anger, 
thought and dialogue about our 
schools that Section 28 sought 
to deny, and the changes we still 
need to see today.
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GETTING HARD 
ON A BUDGET

The Samurai starts as one 
film and takes us somewhere 
unexpected.
That’s what I’m hoping! I try to 
give the audience that sense that 
the journey is not quite going 
where they think. And you end 
up in a place where you feel like, 
“How the hell did I get here?” I 
just love that feeling myself.
Where did the idea come 
from?
For me it always starts with one 

image that pops into my mind. 
I was travelling by train through 
the German countryside and I 
saw these houses looking like they 
were huddled together, bracing 
against some kind of threat from 
the surrounding forest. I imagined 
this alluring but destructive man 
in a dress rattling a sword along 
the fence in those empty streets.
The lead actor, Pit Bukowski, 
also played the provocateur 
in Cowboy.

Yeah, he’s sexually charged and 
quite frightening to a square, 
uptight person who needs to be 
liberated! Pit has this cleft upper 
lip which makes him very wolfish, 
and I just love to have him play 
these rock star-like mythical 
creatures.
Well, he’s essentially playing 
raw sexuality.
Yeah, definitely! And I think he 
does a tremendous job. He took 
a lot of sword training, but funnily 
enough there’s only one scene 
where he had to put it to use. The 
most difficult scene was the nudity 
at the end. But that’s all him, 
obviously.
That hard-on isn’t a 
prosthetic?
No, and it was important to him. 
But the mood has to be right. 
Actually, we had to try it three 
times. We used chemical help, not 
Viagra because we were a low-
budget film. It was bootleg viagra!
Did he have a fluffer?
No, he didn’t want anything like 
that. But it’s not a situation where 
it’s easy to be aroused, and the 
more you talk about it and think 
about it the less comfortable you 
are that everyone around you is 

thinking, “Oh God, how can we 
get it up?” So that was definitely 
the most challenging thing for Pit! 
And that erection got a 15 
certificate.
Yes, take your whole family to see 
The Samurai! But it fits, because 
even though there’s bloodletting 
and sex, eventually the film is 
tender and sweet. It’s about a 
man who’s forced to come out 
of his shell and liberate himself 
from the background noise and 
expectations of hetero-normative 
society. That’s why I think it may 
be good for teenagers. 

 
The Samurai is out now on 
Peccadillo DVD and VOD.

German filmmaker Till Kleinert 
won Cardiff’s prestigious Iris Prize 
with his LGBT short film Cowboy back 
in 2008, and has just unleashed his 
fierce feature The Samurai, about a 
small-town German cop confronting 
his own repressed sexuality. JACK 
LEGER spoke to him about the 
challenges of swordplay, low budgets 
and getting an erection on cue.
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What makes a person ‘radical’? 
This week writer, editor and 
model Reba Maybury pays 
homage to a group of people in 
her newspaper Radical People 
and asks them for their definition 
of the word in the context of their 
lives. Launching on Thursday 
7th May at Donlon Books (75 
Broadway Market, E8 4PH) she 
cites a cross-section of writers, 
activists, performers and artists 
with the premise of being over 50 
years old and having a wealth of 
knowledge to impart. Amongst 
the roll call are Roy Inc, Jeffrey 
Hinton and Peter Tatchell to 
name just a few. 

Catch up with the radical gang 
at Vogue Fabrics (66 Stoke 
Newington Road, Dalston, N16 7XB) 
with !Radical People! Election 

Night Party! where the launch 
party continues from 11pm-3am on 
the 7th. Disco Smack and Jeffrey 
Hinton will be DJing, with all 
proceeds going to charity Shelter.  

On May 8th WUT? CLUB moves 
house  to a secret East London 
location, while say ta-raa to 
founder Larry Tee as he goes on 
his travels. On the night resident 
DJ Attack Attack Attack! teams 
up with Touch The Wood 
UK, plus surprise guests and 
faves from the past four years. 
10pm-3am. Check facebook.
com/thewutclub? for more info.

Up at The Glory (The Glory, 281 
Kingsland Road, Haggerston, E2 

8AS) on Friday 8th, The Hole 
give it alternative queer 
disco action with a two floor 
take-over by Figs In Wigs and 
John Sizzle. A night of mayhem 
playing everything from rock, pop, 
indie, disco and synth ‘til 2am!  

We haven’t been up the Retro 
Bar (2 George Court, WC2N 
6HH) in a while, but it’s the perfect 
place to rendezvous if you’re 
up west. On Saturday 9th May 
they’re having a Bowie Night, 
Wuzza Wuzza, with Heidi 
Heelz and Gareth Joyner (aka 
Myra DuBois), from 8pm-11pm 
features not only the music of 
Bowie but films, sing-a-longs and 
a coach-load of surprises! 

Damn, there are some tunes out right ‘bout 
now! Fifth Harmony, aka The Saturdays 
with swag, have released another addictive 
belter ‘Worth It’. Which is just as well really, 
because after ‘Sledgehammer’ the repeat 
button on our phone is more tired than 
Mariah’s vocal chords. It reminds me of the 
L’Oréal ads - if L’Oréal was dragged through 
Harlem and given a hoochie makeover, 
“because I’m worth it” *hairflip*. And though 
we’re gagging over those edgy hip-hop beats, 
it’s the catchy innocence of the bridge that 
really sells this track. 

Can we take a moment to talk about 
Tinashe? This girl. Honestly, I can’t decide 
whether I wanna be her, or just be straight 
for the day so I could bang her. She oozes 
sex appeal like something gross that we’ve 
certainly never experienced after a weekend 
of casual sex. ‘All Hands On Deck’ is a sultry 
new R&B jam that we can only describe as 
musical viagra. Like, if you’re next to me 
when this tune drops, I’mma have to rub 
myself against you. Again, sorry to Rita on 

the 176 bus. Definite tune of the week, and 
check out the video for some tantalizing 
choreography. 

Next up, Janelle Monae serves an exotic 
fusion of R&B, reggae and plenty of sub-
genres in between. ‘Yoga’ is something 
we’d expect from the likes of Rihanna, with 
Caribbean vibes and killer styling in the 
video. It’s another sexy slow jam that we’re 
totally hooked on; and here’s a hint - it has 
nothing to do with yoga. Well, ain’t no yoga 
class we’ve ever taken gone down like this. 
Anyone know where we can sign up for one? 
Anyway, you best believe that when that 
tribal beat drops you’re gonna be bogling 

round your bedroom and telling every leech 
in your life “get off my areloa”. *sips tea*

Finally, we saved the best for last... Just 
kidding. It’s Carly Rae Jepsen. Not that 
we have anything against the girl, but 
compared to the queens she’s up against 
this week, she doesn’t stand a chance. ‘I 
Really Like You’ is another chirpy, painfully 
desperate, annoyingly catchy, squeaky-
clean piece of pop piss. OK, maybe ‘piss’ is 
a bit strong for something so lyrically weak. 
But yeah, that’s her style! As much as we 
wanna hate it, we’re kinda singing along 
(while stabbing ourselves in the forearm 
with a Bic). 

Catch up with the Debbie 
lot on the 9th for their hugely 
popular underground night at 
the Resistance Gallery (265 
Poyser Street E2 9RF) from 
10pm. Playing a selection of 
girls-only vocal songs, Debbie 
really is one of the cutest nights 
in town!

Those behind the Dalston 
Superstore and the Dance 
Tunnel tell me their eatery 
Voodoo Rays is taking up a 
new residency in Shoreditch. 
Grab one of their mouth 
watering pizzas at Box Park (2 
Bethnal Green Road, E1 6GY ), 
you’ll need the sustenance for 
the night ahead! 

Larry Tee

# J U L I A S A Y S . . .
b y  P r i n c e s s  Ju li a

G I L É T ’ S

B y  A nt h o n y  G i l ét
P L AY S

Fifth Harmony





  2 

QX MAGAZINE ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/qxmagazine

PLEASE BE PATIENT
WHILST THE NEWS FEED LOADS



 50
qxmagazine.com

drink specials, cute guys and an 
almost unrivalled highly electric 
atmosphere. Open 7 days.  
Room Service at 49 Greek Street, 
Soho, W1D. 10pm-3am. Don’t 
you dare miss this fiercely social, 
sexy club spot, playing edgy and 
upfront house. Expect hot gogo 
eye candy and hosted by fab 
scene faces. Get snapped by the 
legendary resident papper!  
Decoded at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 
7TP. 10pm-5am. £5. Non-stop 
pumping house, plus a mix of 
nu-disco and uplifting deep vocal 
house from DJ’s Alex Georgiou 
and Steven Artis at Vauxhall 
industrial Barcode club spot. 

BARS & CABARET
G-A-Y Bar – Election Special at 
30 Old Compton Street, Soho, 
W1D 4UR. Midday-Midnight. 
FREE. Soho’s palace of pop 
goes political by screening the 
election results from 1am. Open 
for 36 hours until the new Prime 
Minister is announced.   
RVT Drag Idol Heats at 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. Doors 6pm. Show 8pm. 
FREE. The annual contest now 
takes over the RVT for its own 
run of heats. Hosted by former 
Drag Idol winner Son of a Tutu. 
The Meth Lab at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5QY. 8.30pm-2am. The 
#AAAgirls featuring Alaska 
5000, Courtney Act and Willam 
hit the Meth Lab in its new 
home at Eagle with a full live 
show, including their hit single 
American Apparel Add Girls. 
Hosted by Lily Snatchdragon and 
the Familyyy Fierce. 
Velma Celli at Hippodrome, 
Liecester Square, WC2H 7JH. 
From £20. Velma’s back with 
a new cabaret revue show and 
firing from both breast pads.  

THURSDAY 7TH MAY
CLUBS & EVENTS

G-A-Y Porn Idol with guest judge 
Michelle Visage at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 10pm-5am. 
Discount wristbands from G-A-Y 
Bar. London’s biggest amateur 
strip night. Get yer kit off and 
win £100 tonight, or £1000 in 
the final. To enter email info@g-
a-y.co.uk or text 07789 553 
868. TONIGHT: The RuPaul’s 
right hand woman, Michelle 
Visage will be judging your 
genitals.  
Radical People Election Party 
at Vogue Fabrics, 66 Stoke 
Newington Road, Dalston, N16 
7XB. 11:45pm-3am. £5. Post-
election party, featuring music 
from Disco Smack & Jeffrey 
Hinton, hosted by Max Allen, 
James Davison and Jacqui 
Potato. 
Grunge at East Bloc, 217 City 
Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-late. 90s theme pop 
and anthems night with alt. 
cabaret, messy drag queens and 
club kidz. 
Create at the Shadow Lounge, 
5 Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 
0RF. 10pm-3am. £8, £10 with 
Gravity (afterhours) ticket. 
Orange Group steps back into 
Soho with a new weekly venture 
bringing a selection of house 
DJs into this slick new space for 
a decidedly hot weekend warm-
up.  
Ted’s TV/TS Night at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 7pm-
2am. £5. The night for fellas in 
frocks and their admirers.  
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
Leicester Square, WC2. 6pm-
3am. FREE. Pop sounds and 
floor fillers.  
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds 
get played out across the club, 

legendary pub holds its monthly 
quiz night with Sonny. 

FRIDAY 8TH MAY
CLUBS & EVENTS

Le Coq Discoteque at East Bloc, 
217 City Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 
1JN. 10.30pm-6am. £5 before 
midnight, £8 after. A mash-up 
of pop edits, disco, Italo, house 
classics, 90s anthems.  
Nancy’s + Fhloston Paradise 
at Dalston Superstore, 117 
Kingsland High St, E8 2PB. 
9pm-3am. Free b4 11pm/£5 
after. The ‘Superstore deliuvers 
a weekly fresh injection of kewl 
clubbing in the basement while 
Nancy’s takes over the upstairs. 
TONIGHT: Greg and Greg of 
Fhloston Paradise take over the 
basement for an intergalactic 
journey through techno and 
house with guest DJ Hessletime. 
G-A-Y Camp Attack at Heaven, 
Villiers Street, WC2N 6NG. 
11pm-4am. FREE with wristband 
from G-A-Y Bar. Room 1 plays 
70s, 80s, 90s, 00-05. Rm 2 
is ‘05 to present day. Musical 
theme sing-along in Rm 3 and 
Life Before R&B (i.e. Rihanna 
& Beyonce) with classic R&B in 
Room 4. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 
30 Lisle Street, Leicester Square, 
WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE b4 
11pm, £5 after. Pop perfection 
and hot floor fillers as Ku’s hot 
3 spin the tunes in its downstairs 
basement club spot.  
A:M at Protocol, 6a South 
Lambeth Place, SW8 1SP. 11pm-
11am. £3 before 1am, £7 b4 
6am with QX ADVERT/NUS/
Conc, £12 others. The original 
Saturday morning afterhours 
beast that continues to light up 
the weekend early spinning out 
boomin’ house beats across two 
rooms.  
STP 2nd Birthday at Vogue 

VS at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1. 4pm-4am. Munroe 
Bergdorf and Adam Turner 
get you warmed up for Room 
Service with some unrivalled 
Thursday night hotness!   
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. From 8pm. 
Weekly dance session at the 
popular Soho bar. TONIGHT: 
Enriched with DJ Rich B. 
Dr Woof’s Thursday Surgery at 
Kazbar, 50 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UL. 4pm-3am. 
Free. Dr Woof presents his 
weekly cabaret turn at the funky 
Clapham bar. 
Comptons of Soho – Tasty Tim 
Teaches House at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 12pm-midnight. One of 
Soho’s best loved traditional gay 
pubs, always busy and always 
friendly and always fun. DJ Tasty 
Tim plays the delicious tunes. 
Quiz Night at The Roebuck, 84 
Ashmole Street, SW8 1NE. 8pm 
onwards. £1 entry. Cash prizes 
to be won at The Roebuck for 
their awesome Quiz Night.  
Two Brewers, 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. Bar open 4pm-
2am. FREE b4 10pm, £3 after. 
Popular South London cabaret/
club spot.  
Gossip at West 5, Pope’s Lane, 
South Ealing, W5 4NB. Open 
from 8pm. FREE. Ealing’s hugely 
popular club, bar and cabaret 
spot.  
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. 
Popular central London karaoke 
fun with Kevin Walsh.  
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last 
entry 1am. Soho’s multi-floored 
gay wonder.  
Quiz Night at The City of Quebec 
at 12 Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. 12pm-3am. The 
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Fabrics, 66 Stoke Newington 
Road, Dalston, N16 7XB. 10pm-
3am. £5. The STP Boys celebrate 
the second birthday with special 
guest DJs stormin’ the Dalston 
basement club. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
7.30pm-3am. Hot pop sounds, 
drink specials, cute guys and a 
pop perfect atmosphere.  
George & Dragon at 2 Blackheath 
Hill, SE10. 8pm-4am. The 
friendly Greenwich local. DJ 
Tony Tim on the decks playing 
80s and 90s camp until 4am. 
FMAS (Female Masculinity 
Appreciation Society) at RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. 8pm-1am. £8. Calling 
all LGBT queers and allies with 
a sense of humour for this 
Las Vegas style showcase of 
performance and party tunes 
from Ingo and Wotever World 
that challenges the stereotypes 
of gender. 
Fitladz at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 
7TP. 10pm-9am. £8 members, 
£10 guests. The club session for 
horny lads with hot grooves from 
the DJs and an extended cruise 
space. Followed by Bodyshakers 
(afterhours).  
The Hole at The Glory, 281 
Kingsland Road, E2 8AS. 5pm-
2.30am. £3 after 10pm. With 
a pub vibe upstairs from 5pm, 
there’s a queer basement disco 
downstairs from 10pm.  
Men Inc. at Eagle London, 349 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5QY. 9pm-3am. £5. Free for 
Eagle/Paris Gym members. For 
blokes, butch guys, bears and 
their pals after a social time and 
seriously good tunes. 

BARS & CABARET 
The Two Brewers, 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-
4am. FREE b4 10pm/£6 after. 
South London’s legendary club, 
bar and cabaret spot.  
Friday Night Cabaret at 
Hippodrome at Leicester Square, 

WC2H 7JH. 8pm. From £20. 
The legendary central London 
casino and cabaret venue.  
Ku Bar Soho, 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. Open ‘til 3am. 
Ku Bar’s little brother stretches 
across two floors for that 
perfect Soho warm-up drinking 
session and a little dance with 
downstairs DJs.  
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 7PL. Open till 1am. 
FREE. Renowned as one of 
Soho’s most unique and popular 
destination venues, with terrific 
outdoor space.  
West 5 at South Ealing, Pope’s 
Lane, W5 4NB. The popular 
West London club, bar and 
cabaret spot, with added Piano 
Lounge fun.  
The Roebuck at 84 Ashmole 
Street, SW8 1NE. 6-11pm. 
Happy hour all night at this 
enticing gay friendly venue in the 
Oval area where you can meet 
local lads and sexy drinkers.  
BackCOUNTER at Counter, South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 
1SR. 11am-late. Newcomer 
to the Vauxhall scene, 
BackCOUNTER serves cocktails 
and food in a relaxed, plush 
environment, with brunch from 
11am-5pm and Lady Diamond 
in residence from 1-4pm.  
Friday Night Live at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. 
9pm-3am. The central London 
cabaret hot spot. TONIGHT: 
DJ Little John with special guest 
Sandra 
Kazbar at 50 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UL. 4pm-1am. 
Free. Funky Clapham bar with 
stylish swish. TONIGHT: Kazbar 
Retro with all the best from the 
70s/80s/90s.  
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 12noon-3am. 
FREE b4 10.30pm. Four floors of 
fun! Ground floor DJs spin top 
40 and radio edit chart dance 
and commercial and chart R’n’B 
on the 2nd floor.  
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 

Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 12pm-2am. The grand 
dame of Soho.  
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 
9SD. Open ‘til 4am. FREE 
b4 10pm/£3 after, £5 after 
10.30pm. The super-friendly 
Kings Cross bar. DJs ‘til late.  
New Bloomsbury Set at 76 
Marchmont Street, Bloomsbury, 
WC1N 1AG. 4pm-11.30pm. 
Open seven days a week for the 
more social gays around the 
Kings Cross/Bloomsbury area 
and those after a refreshing new 
experience. London’s only 21+ 
bar! 
Camp As Hits at The City of 
Quebec, 12 Old Quebec Street, 
Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. 12pm-
3am. Venerable institution of the 
gay scene rocks out some pop 
classics for an evening of fun.  
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. Midday-
3am. Last entry 2am. FREE b4 
10.30pm. Four floors of fun! 
DJs spin a blend of commercial, 
house, pop and chart remixes. 
Guilty pleasures upstairs.  
Circa at 62 Frith Street, Soho, 
W1D 3JN. 4pm-4am. Soho’s 
intimate but packed-out bar/club 
spot watches Munroe Bergdorf 
and friends werq the floor! 

SATURDAY 9TH MAY
CLUBS & EVENTS

XXL - Bear at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, 
Southwark, SE1 9UF. 10pm-7am. 
£15 guests, £8 members. Big, 
bear night that’s open to anyone 
in vast super club Pulse. With 
resident DJs Christian M, Joe Egg 
and co. Plus, chill space and cruise 
zone. TONIGHT: Get yer grizzle on 
for XXL Bear. 
G-A-Y presents A1 at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 10pm-5am. 
Discount wristbands from G-A-Y 
Bar. The palace of pop and quite 
possibly the world’s most famous 
gay club packs out this cavernous 
venue. TONIGHT: Big Reunion boy 
band A1 return to G-A-Y. 
Motherload at East Bloc, 217 City 

Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-6am. £5 b4 midnight, 
£8 b4 1am, £10 b4 4am, £5 after. 
Deep jackin soultech and classic 
house sounds from producer D. 
Ramirez and Guy Williams with 
Richard Jones, Matt Carter and 
Luke Heard. Hosted by birthday 
boy Nanimal. 
Discosodoma at Dalston Superstore, 
117 Kingsland High St, E8 2PB. 
9pm-5am. £8 b4 midnight/£10 
after. Two floors of sleazy disco 
fun with special guest DJs Gilb’r, 
Amateurboyz, Terry Childs, Sanjay 
Sur, Diet Clinic and resident Sex 
Video Tapes.  
Dirty Disko at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
9pm-very late. FREE b4 10pm, £6 
b4 midnight with QX ADVERT/£10 
after. Vauxhall’s full-throttle late 
night, industrial chic nightclub. 
TONIGHT: FutureLovesSexyHouse 
edition! Johnny Kalifornia, Alex 
Giorgiou, Mattias Dabo and 
Steven Artis will be keeping you 
moving all night. Followed by 
Unchill afterhours (see below). 
Forever Tel Aviv at Fire, South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 
1RT. 11pm-late. The Tel Aviv club 
sensation returns to London for 
another session of circuit style 
beats. Guest DJ Sagi Kariv from 
Tel Aviv joins London faves Steve 
Pitron and Zach Burns, Maze & 
Masters, Chris Brogan and Michel 
Mizrahi. 
The (Unofficial) Smash Hits Poll 
Winners Party Reunion (issue 
3) at Vogue Fabrics, 66 Stoke 
Newington Road, Dalston, 
N16 7XB. 10pm-3am. £3 b4 
11pm/£5 after. Neil Prince and 
David Robson invite you to do the 
‘Locomotion’ to a destination of 
unapologetic pop pleasure. 
Savage at Metropolis Strip Club, 
235 Cambridge Heath Road, 
E2 9NN. 11pm-5am. £5. A new 
weekly Saturday club night from 
the Sink The Pink crew. DJs on 
rotation Raf Daddy, Jonjo Jury, 
Josh You Are, Gaff-E, Severino 
and more at this bonkers venue. 
Bearracuda at Eagle London, 349 
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Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5QY. 9pm-4am. £6. American 
bear night lands at its new home. 
Beefy blokes, fuzzy faces, bears, 
cubs, otters and other wildlife 
dance to the sounds of Hifi Sean 
and Severino. 
The Shadow Lounge at Brewer Street, 
Soho, W1G 0RF. 9pm-3am. £10 
entry, half-price with guestlist. 
Soho’s sexy and slick club spot, 
digitally remastered and looking 
hot.  
Sweatbox Foam Party at 1-2 
Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 
24 hours. 24hr pass £17, 48hr 
pass £19. Unwind and release 
some tension after a stressy week 
with the all the fun of the foam at 
Sweatbox’s original weekly party.  
Duckie at RVT, 372 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5HY. 9pm-
2am. £6. Alternative London club/
entertainment night. Hosted by 
Amy Lamé, with music by Readers 
Wifes.  
Queer Vegan Disco at 4 Coburg 
Road, N22 6UJ. 8pm-2am. £5. 
Monthly dance party for LGBT 
Londoners who wanna dance 
to 80s, 90s, pop, indie and 
alternative tunes. Hosted by Fat 
Gay Vegan. 
The Glory, 281 Kingsland Road, 
Haggerston, E2 8AS. Doors 5pm, 
show 9pm, club 10pm. The new 
Faggerston super-pub from Jonny 
Woo and John Sizzle hosts cabaret 
on the ground floor and goes 
clubby in the basement.  
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds, drink 
specials, cute guys and a pop 
perfect atmosphere.  
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
Bar: 8pm-3am. Club: 10pm-3am. 
FREE b4 11pm, £5 after. £3 with 
wristband/membership. The party 
continues in Ku’s basement club 
with hot pop and floor fillers from 
the DJs.  
Beyond (afterhours) at Fire, South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RT. 
4.30am (Sunday morning)-late. 
£12 before 7am with ad/flyer/

concession/NUS card. The link 
between your Saturday night club 
session and your Sunday carry-
on as this late night party beasts 
brings the beats to Fire. 
Unchill (afterhours) at Barcode, 
69 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, 
SE1 7TP. 6am (Sunday morning)-
super late. £5. Sunday morning 
afterhours with DJs spinning fresh 
uplifting house music into Sunday 
morning.  

BARS & CABARET 
West 5 at South Ealing, Pope’s 
Lane, W5 4NB. 7pm-3am. The 
popular West London club, bar 
and cabaret spot, with added 
Piano Lounge fun.  
Saturday Market Slash Swap Shop 
& Xanadu at Halfway 2 Heaven, 
7 Duncannon St, WC2N 4JF. 
Open ‘til 3am. Rose Garden 
provides Saturday shopping 
light relief followed by DJ Justin 
Swift’s camp disco Xanadu, 8pm  
The Old Ship - Drag Idol Heat at 17 
Barnes Street, Limehouse, E14 
7NW. 8pm-midnight. Cabaret: 
8.45pm. Free. Local gay bar 
in East London’s Limehouse. 
Hosted by Mandy Gap! 
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-
4am. FREE b4 10pm, £7 after. 
Cabaret and clubbing ‘til late at 
the famous venue.  
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open 
‘til 4am. FREE b4 10pm. Cabaret 
then DJs ‘til late. TONIGHT: Lizzy 
Drip does Dolly Parton! 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 2pm-2am. The grand 
dame of Soho pulling in a more 
blokey crowd.  
George & Dragon at 2 Blackheath 
Hill, SE10. 8pm-4am. The 
friendly Greenwich local. 
TONIGHT: Cabaret from Martha 
D’Arthur. 
The Imperial Arms at 8 Lillie Road, 
SW6 1TU. From 7pm. Making 
West London queerer! Nye & 
Jimmy welcome all to their new 
venue in Fulham.  

Ku Bar at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
Chinatown, WC2H 7BA. 8pm-
3am. One of London’s hottest 
gay bars and clubs, with the 
hottest boys both behind the bar 
and in front of it, stretching over 
three floors.  
New Bloomsbury Set at 76 
Marchmont Street, Bloomsbury, 
WC1N 1AG. 4pm-11.30pm. 
Open seven days a week for the 
more social gays around the Kings 
Cross/Bloomsbury area and those 
after a refreshing new experience. 
London’s only 21+ bar! 
Kazbar presents Push Push at 50 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL. 
4pm-1am. Free entry. Funky 
Clapham bar with stylish swish.  
Counter and BackCOUNTER South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 
1SR. 11am-late. Newcomer to 
the Vauxhall scene, Counter 
serves brunch ‘til 5pm, with Lady 
Diamond in residence 1-4pm. 
Open ‘til late for cocktails and 
food.  
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. Midday-
3am. Last entry 2am. FREE b4 
10.30pm. Four floors of fun! 
DJs spin a blend of commercial, 
house, pop and chart remixes. 
Guilty pleasures upstairs.   
Pick N Mix at The City of Quebec, 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. 12pm-3am. 
Top tunes and late night fun at 
the legendary gay boozer near 
Marble Arch.  
The Roebuck at 84 Ashmole 
Street, SW8 1NE. Gay venue 
in the Oval area. Worship the 
weekend with Bar-Buck-Q’s in 
the secluded garden.  
Ku Bar Soho at 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. 12 midday-late. 
Ku Bar’s little brother stretches 
across three floors for that 
perfect Soho warm-up drinking 
session and a cheeky dance with 
downstairs DJs.   
G-A-Y Bar at 30 Old Compton 
Street, Soho, W1D 4UR. Midday-
Midnight. FREE. Soho’s palace 
of pop with the hottest videos 
screened out across the venue, 
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great drinks deals and discount 
entry wristbands for G-A-Y @ 
Heaven.  
Circa at 62 Frith Street, Soho, 
W1D 3JN. 4pm-4am. Soho’s 
intimate but packed-out bar/club 
spot with the most amazing DJ 
booth in town.  
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 7PL. Open till 1am. 
FREE. Renowned as one of 
Soho’s most unique and popular 
destination venues, with terrific 
outdoor space. 

SUNDAY 10TH MAY
CLUBS & EVENTS

Beyond (afterhours) at Fire. 
4:30am-late. See Saturday.  
Unchill (afterhours) at Barcode 
6am-late. See Saturday. 
Later at Fire, 39 Parry Street, 
SW8 1RT. Midday –late. £10. 
Continue Beyond vibes into 
Sunday afternoon as Later funks 
it up. 
Horse Meat Disco at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 8pm-
3am. £6. The HMD gymkhana 
continues to shake Vauxhall 
down every week.  
Sunday Social at the RVT at Royal 
Vauxhall Tavern, 372 Kennington 
Lane, SE11 5HY. 2pm-3am. 
£6. All new afternoon/evening 
clubbing session slot playing 
huge dance anthems with 
cabaret from Charlie Hides TV. 
TONIGHT: Open ‘til 3am with 
special guest DJ Moto Blanco! 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds 
get played out across the club, 
drink specials, cute guys and an 
almost unrivalled highly electric 
atmosphere.  
Ku Klub May Day Bank Holiday at 
Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 Lisle 
Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. FREE. The bank 
holiday party continues in Ku’s 
basement club with classic 80s, 
90s and 00s tracks from DJ 
Pablo and Lady Lloyd.  
The Glory, 281 Kingsland Road, 

Johnny 
Kalifornia @ 
Dirty Disko

Saturday

Martha D’Artha 
@ George & 
Dragon 
 
Saturday
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E2 8AS. 1pm-11pm. Free. 
John Sizzle and guests host a 
hoedown. Cowboy hats if you 
fancy, gingham if you like, just 
make sure you’ve got your 
dancing boots on. Sizzle and 
Woo pile the hair hight for a 
Dolly Parton lip-sync-sesh with 
special guests and prizes for the 
best turned out Dolly! 
Orange at Fire, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RT. 
11pm-8am. £7 before 1am with 
ad/flyer/concession/NUS card. 
The weekend ends here with 
funked-up house sounds from 
the resident disc jocks. 

BARS & CABARET
Halfway 2 Heaven at 7 
Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. Open ‘til 
11pm. Long running popular 
Central London cabaret pub. 
TONIGHT: CK Sunday from 4pm 
followed by An Evening with Mrs 
Moore and Tanya Hyde. 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 2pm-midnight. The grand 
dame of Soho pulling in a more 
blokey crowd.  
George & Dragon at 2 Blackheath 
Hill, SE10. 8pm-2am. FREE. The 
friendly Greenwich local. The 
Duchess hosts the weekly Piano 
Bar with Ian Parker on the keys.  
Hippodrome at Leicester Square, 
WC2H 7JH. 8pm. From £15. 
The legendary central London 
casino and cabaret venue.  
Dusty O’s Musical Menagerie at 
the New Bloomsbury Set, 76 
Marchmont Street, WC1N 1AG. 
Doors 4pm, show 6pm. Well-
known scene matriarch Dusty 
O hosts a sing-along around 
the piano with guest vocalists, 
singers and pianists at this 
charming basement bar.  
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 4pm-2am. 
FREE b4 8pm, £3 after. South 
London’s legendary cabaret, club 
and pub. Triple cabaret punch 
with The Power of 3!  
Counter and BackCOUNTER 

South Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, 
SW8 1SR. 11am-late. Brunch Off 
Broadway from 1 ‘til 4pm, with 
Topsie Redfern and Duncan Day 
entertaining. Open ‘til late for 
cocktails and food.  
The Imperial Arms at 8 Lillie Road, 
SW6 1TU. From 7pm. Making 
West London queerer! Nye & 
Jimmy welcome all to their new 
venue in Fulham.  
The Roebuck at 84 Ashmole 
Street, SW8 1NE. New gay 
venue in the Oval area. Serving 
top Sunday Roast every week.  
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 9SD. 
Open ‘til 4am. FREE b4 10pm. 
Cabaret then DJs ‘til late.  
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. 8pm-
midnight. Cabaret: 8.45pm. 
Free. Local gay bar in East 
London’s Limehouse. TONIGHT: 
The Mandy Gap show 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last 
entry 1am. Soho’s multi-floored 
gay wonder. Ground floor DJs 
spin top 40 and radio edit chart 
dance and commercial and 
chart R’n’B on the 2nd floor.  
The City of Quebec at 12 
Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. 12pm-1am. 
Legendary gay boozer near 
Marble Arch features weekly 
cabaret. TONIGHT: All-day VE 
Day celebration! Double cabaret 
from 5:30pm with Tiffany Wells 
and Kitty Monroe! 
West 5 at Pope’s Lane, South 
Ealing, W5 4NB. 7pm-late. 
FREE. West London’s giant club/
bar/cabaret home invites you to 
chill out here.  
Kazbar presents Flow at 50 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL. 
12pm-12am. Free entry. Funky 
Clapham bar with stylish swish. 
Nu disco, funky and deep house 
from DJ Eduardo Hererra.

MONDAY 11TH MAY 
CLUBS & EVENTS 

Popcorn – Unzip Me at Heaven, 
Villiers Street, WC2N 6NG. 

11pm-5.30am. £4 b4 1am, £5 
after, £8 after 2am. FREE with 
wristbands from G-A-Y Bar b4 
1am. Massive mixed mash-up 
with four rooms of top sounds, 
from upfront, progressive house 
to chart hits, via R&B tuneage. 
Perfect polysexual party to start 
the week as you mean to go 
on. TONIGHT: Music from DJs 
Adam Turner, Jamie Hammond 
and Ale Amaral as Popcorn pulls 
the zipper down… 
Hot N Hairy vs Bear Hole at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. 
£5 incl. drink and coat check. 
The infamous Eagle London 
hosts a new night for cruisey 
bears and fuzzy blokes. Hosted 
by Dave the Bear and the hirsute 
Luis Busto. Dark room, play area 
and all-new Suckatorium.   
Hard-Up Mondays at Sweatbox, 
1-2 Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 
7LN. 24 hours. Under 25s FREE 
all day, £16 others. Finding 
Mondays hard to handle? 
Relieve the pressure with this 
discounted day for under 25s 
(ID required) at Soho’s only gay 
sauna.  
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. 
FREE. DJs play the weekend out 
on a wave of hot pop.  
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
of Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Late night dancing 
spot for pure-pop enthusiasts 
doing the funky chickens. 
Desire (Tuesday morning) at 
Union, 66 Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 1am-11am. 
Monday’s guilty pleasure: a 
10-hour house music marathon 
with scene favourites Alan K and 
Steven Geller.  

BARS & CABARET 
The Big Bingo Show at RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, SE11 5HY. 
Doors 7pm. Eyes Down 8.30-
10.30pm. FREE. £1 per game. 
Timberlina and Hey Baylen roll 
their balls out for their weekly 
bonkers bingo sesh. Banter and 

barmy bingo, plus dancing.  
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last 
entry 1am. Soho’s multi-floored 
gay wonder.  
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 12pm-11.30pm. The real 
queen of Soho. Bar £2.50 on 
popular drinks from 5pm.  
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon St. WC2. 
7.30pm. Karaoke with singer 
Kevin Walsh on hosting duties.  
Karaoke at The City of Quebec, 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. From 9pm. 
Chris Reardon hosts the singing 
fun at the famous gay boozer in 
Marble Arch.  
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. The 
landmark south London cabaret, 
bar and club. TONIGHT: Mrs 
Moore’s Monday Night Mayhem. 
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Local gay 
bar in East London’s Limehouse.  
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. The trendy 
Soho drinking spot celebrates 
with 2-4-1 classic cocktails all 
day!

TUESDAY 12TH MAY
CLUBS & EVENTS

Cruise Control at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5QY. 9pm-late. £3 entry, 
free for members. Cruise spaces 
to explore with darker, deeper 
beats to play to.   
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. The weekend 
begins early or finishes late to a 
melodious mix of classic chart 
pop and current hits.

BARS & CABARET
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last 
entry 1am. Soho’s multi-floored 
gay wonder.  
Industry at Circa, 62 Frith 
Street, Soho, W1D 3JN. Open 
‘til 1am. Delicious Sam DMS 

Ale Amaral @ 
Popcorn 
 
Sunday

Timberlina @ 
The Big Bingo 
Show (RVT) 
 
Sunday
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lays on a smorgasbord of R’n’B 
classics, chart toppers and deep 
house grooves at Sohos’ snazzy 
drinkery. 
Halfway 2 Heaven - Drag Idol 2015 
at 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. From 9pm. 
Bette Rinse hosts Halfway’s Drag 
Idol heats. HEAT 2! 
Bar Wotever at The RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5HY. 7pm-midnight. £5. 
Genderbending cabaret, live 
music and performance at the 
monumental Vauxhall Tavern.  
Miss Jason at The City of 
Quebec, 12 Old Quebec 
Street, Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. 
Showtime 10pm. The legendary 
gay pub in the heart of London 
presents a new show to dispel 
your mid-week blues with 
cabaret from Miss Jason. 
Karaoke at Two Brewers, 114 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ. 
5pm-2am. £3 b4 10pm, £4 
after. Sing-along the mid-week 
blues with Kevin Walsh. 
The Old Ship – Quiz Night at 17 
Barnes Street, Limehouse, E14 
7NW. 9.30pm. Local gay bar 
in East London’s Limehouse. 
TONIGHT: Saucy Sophie hosts 
the quiz with big cash prizes. 

WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 

CLUBS & EVENTS
XXL at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, 
Southwark, SE1 9UF. 9pm-
3am. £15 guests, £8 members. 
Midweek grizzly fun for bears 
and their admirers at the super-
cool Pulse club.  
Work! at East Bloc, 217 City 
Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-late. The midweek 
RnB night returns to the ‘Bloc for 
more urban anthems.  
Foam Party at Sweatbox, 1-2 
Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 
24 hours. 24hr pass £17, 48hr 
pass £19. If you can’t make 
the weekend wet fun, why not 
head down tonight? Relieve the 
midweek stress! The foam flies at 
7, 8 and 9pm.  
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 

Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. 
FREE. The party continues ‘til late 
in the Ku basement. 

BARS & CABARET
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. FREE b4 
10pm, £3 after. South London’s 
famous bar/club.  
BoomBox at Kazbar at 50 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL. 
4pm-1am. FREE. DJ DBwoi 
playing your favourite R&B beats.  
Mary Mac’s Mastermind at West 
5, Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, 
W5 4NB. Open from 8pm. 
FREE. Mary Mac presents her 
inimitable quiz.  
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Quiz from 
9.30pm. Local gay bar in East 
London’s Limehouse. 
Wednesday Naughties at Central 
Station at 37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open ‘til 
4am. FREE b4 10pm. Cabaret 
then DJs ‘til late. TONIGHT: The 
Whore of Hampstead Heath, 
Sandra! 
Detained at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1D 3JN. Open ‘til 1am. 
Circa goes all-out with the 
dance, pop and R’n’B remixes 
every Wednesday. DJs Attack 
Attack Attack, Kingsley, Munroe 
Bergdorf and Kris Di Angelis on 
rotation. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last 
entry 1am. Soho’s multi-floored 
gay wonder.  
Sing-Along-A-Sound at Halfway 
2 Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. From 
9pm. Connie Lingus hosts the 
midweek drag fun at the central 
London cabaret den.  
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 12pm-11.30pm. Super 
social pub downstairs, chilled 
club lounge upstairs with guest 
pianist tinkling the ivories. 

THURSDAY 14TH MAY
CLUBS & EVENTS

G-A-Y Porn Idol with guest judge 

Bianca Del Rio at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 10pm-5am. 
Discount wristbands from G-A-Y 
Bar. London’s biggest amateur 
strip night. Get yer kit off and 
win £100 tonight, or £1000 in 
the final. To enter email info@g-
a-y.co.uk or text 07789 553 
868. TONIGHT: Bitchy RuPauls’ 
Drag Race star Bianca Del Rio is 
the guest judge. 
Trash Fashion at Vogue Fabrics, 
66 Stoke Newington Road, 
Dalston, N16 7XB. 9pm-1am. 
FREE b4 11pm/£5 after, NUS 
£3. The Dalston basement 
of decadent disco invites all 
students for a night of pished 
revelry. 
Grunge at East Bloc, 217 City 
Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-late. 90s theme pop 
and anthems night with alt. 
cabaret, messy drag queens and 
club kidz. 
Create at the Shadow Lounge, 
5 Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 
0RF. 10pm-3am. £8, £10 with 
Gravity (afterhours) ticket. 
Orange Group steps back into 
Soho with a new weekly venture 
bringing a selection of house 
DJs into this slick new space for 
a decidedly hot weekend warm-
up.  
Ted’s TV/TS Night at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 7pm-
2am. £5. The night for fellas in 
frocks and their admirers.  
Cruise Control at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. £3 entry, 
free entry for members. Cruise 
spaces to explore to darker, 
deeper beats. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
Leicester Square, WC2. 6pm-
3am. FREE. Pop sounds and 
floor fillers.  
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds 
get played out across the club, 
drink specials, cute guys and an 
almost unrivalled highly electric 
atmosphere. Open 7 days.  
Room Service at 49 Greek Street, 
Soho, W1D. 10pm-3am. Don’t 
you dare miss this fiercely social, 
sexy club spot, playing edgy and 
upfront house. Expect hot gogo 
eye candy and hosted by fab 
scene faces. Get snapped by the 
legendary resident papper!  
Decoded at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 
7TP. 10pm-5am. £5. Non-stop 
pumping house, plus a mix of 
nu-disco and uplifting deep vocal 
house from DJ’s Alex Georgiou 
and Steven Artis at Vauxhall 
industrial Barcode club spot. 

BARS & CABARET
Abracadabra at the Bethnal 
Green Working Men’s Club, 
42 Pollard Row, E2 6NB. 7pm. 
Show 8.30pm. Tickets £10, door 
£12. Cabaret terrorist, savior, 
avant guardian David Hoyle 
comes East for a series of unique 
evenings of must-see, magical 
alternative performance, protest, 
laughter and song for election 
season. 
RVT Drag Idol Heats at 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. Doors 6pm. Show 8pm. 
FREE. The annual contest now 
takes over the RVT for its own 
run of heats. Hosted by former 
Drag Idol winner Son of a Tutu. 
VS at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1. 4pm-4am. Munroe 
Bergdorf and Adam Turner get 
you warmed up for Room Service 
with some unrivalled Thursday 
night hotness!   
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. From 8pm. 
Weekly dance session at the 
popular Soho bar. TONIGHT: 
Enriched with DJ Rich B. 
Dr Woof’s Thursday Surgery at 
Kazbar, 50 Clapham High Street, 
SW4 7UL. 4pm-3am. Free. Dr 
Woof presents his weekly cabaret 
turn at the funky Clapham bar. 
Comptons of Soho – Tasty Tim 
Teaches House at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 
6HN. 12pm-midnight. One of 
Soho’s best loved traditional gay 
pubs, always busy and always 
friendly and always fun. DJ Tasty 
Tim plays the delicious tunes. 
Quiz Night at The Roebuck, 84 
Ashmole Street, SW8 1NE. 8pm 
onwards. £1 entry. Cash prizes 
to be won at The Roebuck for 
their awesome Quiz Night.  
Two Brewers, 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. Bar open 4pm-
2am. FREE b4 10pm, £3 after. 
Popular South London cabaret/
club spot.  
Gossip at West 5, Pope’s Lane, 
South Ealing, W5 4NB. Open 
from 8pm. FREE. Ealing’s hugely 
popular club, bar and cabaret 
spot.  
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. 
Popular central London karaoke 
fun with Kevin Walsh.  
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, 
Soho, W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last 
entry 1am. Soho’s multi-floored 
gay wonder.  
Quiz Night at The City of Quebec 
at 12 Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. 12pm-3am. The 
legendary pub holds its monthly 
quiz night with Sonny. 

Saucy sophie 
@ The Old Ship 
 
Tuesrday



Wanna get down and dirty? 
Download the ‘QX Gay London’ iPhone app from the app store now and get yerself sorted!

(6pm-midnight) Changing 
room and coat check.
Chill Out at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 
7pm-2am. £3 b4 10pm, 
£5 after. Mixed/gay crowd 
of cruisey guys. 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
day and night, plenty of 
rooms to play. Licensed 
bar.  
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. 
£8 members, £9 guests. 
Horny, naked cruise party. 
Dark rooms, smoking 
terrace, full bar. 
 Vault: Underwear/
Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
UNDERWEAR (1-7pm. £7). 
CRUISE (7pm-1am. £8). 
Free drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Just pants b4 
7pm, then cruise ‘til late. 
S.O.P. at The 
Underground Club, 
Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. 1pm-midnight. 
£7. Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 

MONDAY 11TH MAY
Sportswear/Cruise 
at Ted’s Place, 305a 
North End Rd, W14. 
7pm-midnight. £3. 
Football shorts freaks, 
Speedo lovers, basketball 
tops (and bottoms), rugby 
buggers and trackie sluts 
unite!
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at Vault, 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. CRUISE (1-7pm. £7). 
STRIPPED (7pm-1am. £8). 
Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Horny cruise 
session first before naked 
time (except footwear).
The Underground Club 
at Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
BUTT NAKED (6pm-10pm) 
Strip down and get off with 
like-minded guys. HARD 
CRUZ (10pm-1am, free 
entry) Hard cruzing for 
horny guyz.

Hard-Up Mondays at 
Sweatbox, 1-2 Ramilies 
Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 24 
hours. Under 25s FREE all 
day, £16 others. Finding 
Mondays hard to handle? 
Get a load off. Free for 
under 25s (ID required) 
at Soho’s only gay sauna. 
Plus, free HIV testing 
and Hep vaccinations by 
the 56 Dean Street boys 
(5-9pm).
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
day and night with plenty 
of rooms to play. Licensed 
bar.  
Hot N Hairy vs Bear 
Hole at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. £5 incl. drink 
and coat check. Cruising 
for bears and fuzzy 
blokes. Hosted by Dave 
the Bear and the hirsute 
Luis Busto. Dark room, 
play area and all-new 
Suckatorium.  

TUESDAY 12TH MAY
Club CP at Bunker Bar, 
217 City Road, Shoreditch, 
EC1V 1JN. 7pm-11pm. £6. 
Dominant masters and 
submissive sluts get down 
here for a night of horny 
and hard, rough and tough 
fun.
Underwear/Naked 
at Ted’s Place, 305s 
North End Rd, W14. 
7pm-midnight. £4. Strictly 
underwear only. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. 1pm-1am. £7 b4 
7pm/£8 after. Cruising 
session at this horny hot 
spot.
Cruise Control at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-late. £3 entry, free for 
members. Cruise spaces to 
explore with darker, deeper 
beats to play to.  
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. S.O.P. 
(6pm-1am) Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 

WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY
Vault: Cruise/
Underwear at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
CRUISE (1-7pm. £7) Then 
UNDERWEAR (7pm-1am. 
£8) Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Get down to 
your underwear.
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 7pm-11pm. 
£8 members/£9 guests 
(free drink/coat check). 
Horny, naked cruise party. 
Heated outdoor ‘naked’ 
smokers terrace. 
Foam Party at Sweatbox, 
1-2 Ramilies Street, Soho, 
W1F 7LN. 24 hours. 24hr 
pass £17, 48hr pass £19. 
If you can’t make the 
weekend wet fun, why 
not head down tonight? 
Relieve the midweek stress! 
The foam flies at 7, 8 and 
9pm. 
The Underground Club 
at Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. Closed for 
Private Party (1-9pm); then 
reopens for HARD CRUZ 
(10pm-1am), hard cruising 
for hard men. 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
day and night with plenty of 
rooms to play. Licensed bar.  

THURSDAY 14TH MAY
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. CRUISE 
(1-7pm. £7). STRIPPED 
(7pm-1am. £8). Free drink, 
cloakroom and re-entry. 
Get nude and rude. Strictly 
naked, except footwear.
Cruise Control at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-late. £3 entry, free for 
members. Cruise spaces to 
explore with darker, deeper 
beats to play to.  
The Underground Club, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
Underwear fun. SPANKZ 
(6pm-10pm) CP night for 
rougher, tougher play. 
Followed by COME TO 
DADDY (10pm-2am).
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THURSDAY 7TH MAY
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. CRUISE 
(1-7pm. £7). STRIPPED 
(7pm-1am. £8). Free drink, 
cloakroom and re-entry. 
Get nude and rude. Strictly 
naked, except footwear.
Cruise Control at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-late. £3 entry, free for 
members. Cruise spaces to 
explore with darker, deeper 
beats to play to.  
The Underground Club, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
Underwear fun. SPANKZ 
(6pm-10pm) CP night for 
rougher, tougher play. 
Followed by COME TO 
DADDY (10pm-2am).

FRIDAY 8TH MAY  
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1pm-6pm) then buckle 
down for FETISH BOUND 
(7pm-midnight) Big boy 
bondage fun.
Cruise/Darkroom 
at Ted’s Place, 305a 
North End Road, W14 
9NS. 7pm-midnight. £3. 
Horny night in the cruisey 
basement club in West 
London.
The Stable at 29 
Endell Street, Covent 
Garden, WC2H 9BA. 
11.30am-2am. £10 b4 
1pm, £17 other times. 
FREE use of facilities when 
booking a massage. The 
only licensed gay sauna 
in the West End, open ‘til 
super late every weekend. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. 1pm-1am. £7 b4 
7pm/£8 after. Free drink, 
cloakroom and re-entry. 
Horny cruise spot minute’s 
from the West End. 
Fitladz at Barcode, 69 
Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
9pm-9am. £8 members, 
£10 guests. Get sexy 
at this cruise/club sesh! 
Horny lads, hot grooves, 
plus extended cruise 
space. 

SATURDAY 9TH MAY 
Sweatbox Foam Party 
at 1-2 Ramilies Street, 
Soho, W1F 7LN. 24 hours. 
24hr pass £17, 48hr pass 
£19. Foam from 10pm. 
All the fun of the foam at 
Sweatbox’s original weekly 
party. 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. Cruise 
all day and night with 
plenty of rooms to play. 
Licensed bar.  
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm, £4) Best undies 
for the boys. COLLARED 
(7pm-midnight) Fun for 
naughty pups.
The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
SBN AFTERDARK (Arch 
1, 10pm-4am) where 
the dress code is naked; 
HARDER (Bar Berlin, 
10pm-4am) for dressy, 
macho, strict. 
The Stable at 29 
Endell Street, Covent 
Garden, WC2H 9BA. 
11.30am-2am. £10 b4 
1pm, £17 other times. 
FREE use of facilities when 
booking a massage. The 
only licensed gay sauna 
in the West End, open ‘til 
super late every weekend. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. 1pm-1am. £7 b4 
7pm/£8 after. Free drink, 
cloakroom, re-entry. Dark 
corners, catch a dirty 
movie, indulge your carnal 
side. 
Heros at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. 
£4. Monthly night for those 
into tight fitting gear, from 
superheroes to scuba 
divers. 

SUNDAY 10TH MAY 
Gummi at The Hoist 
at Arches 47b & 47c, 
South Lambeth Road, 
Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. Slip 
into something a little 
more rubbery at Gummi 

Get Your Rocks Off
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Hi Dr Alex
I have IBS and I do have a hospital specialist. My main 

Gassy

Hi Gassy, 
IBS (irritable bowel syndrome), 
gastritis, Crohn’s disease and 
other bowel disorders, as well 
as food intolerances can all 
cause a problem with excess 
wind. It can also be caused by 
eating some high fiber foods, 
swallowing too much air when 
you eat, drinking gassy/fizzy 
drinks and smoking. A lot of 
guys report that they fart a 
lot the day after anal sex, as 

air can be let in and then get 
trapped inside the bowel.

Flatulence, whilst not a 
serious medical issue, does 
cause a lot of embarrassment. 
It is clearly affecting your day-
to-day living, which is not good. 
I guess you have tried being 
very careful with your diet the 
day before and after sex, as this 
would be the first thing to try. 

There are no real 
medications that can help 
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with flatulence. In general, the 
excess gas is better out than in! 
The sound that you make when 
you fart can usually be helped 
by shifting your sitting position. 
The smell is something that is 
harder to alleviate. 

It may be something you 
are unwilling to try but there is 
underwear that is specifically 
designed to help deal with the 
odour produced by passing 
too much wind. Basically, 

the underwear has a carbon 
lining that is supposed to trap 
and absorb the bad smelling 
odour before it can escape. 
You can then simply wash the 
underwear and the lining is 
then ready to do its job again. 

I can’t vouch for them 
working but they may be 
worth a try. If they do work 
you could use them for the day 
after sex so you can fart with 
confidence! 

Do you have an emotional or health worry? Contact Dr Alex via email: editorial@qxmagazine.com
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“ If they do work you could use 
them for the day after sex so 
you can fart with confidence!” 
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