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Is HIV Prevention Failing?

 2
qxmagazine.com

3,250 gay men were diagnosed with HIV in 2013. It’s 
the highest number recorded since the start of the epidemic. 
Increased testing testing will have contributed, but the 
harsh reality is that rising transmission rates are primarily 
responsible for this surge. And the problem is set to worsen.

The rising levels of STI diagnoses like gonorrhoea (up 
32% between 2013 and 2014) and syphilis (up 46%) among 
gay men are strong indicators that future HIV transmission 
rates will continue rising. If it isn’t already, the situation is on 
the verge of once again becoming a public health crisis.

“In one year those are massive spikes in STIs amongst 
gay men,” says Yusef Azad, director of policy & campaigns 
at the National Aids Trust (NAT). “They suggest very 
significant increases in unsafe sex. Gonorrhoea especially is 

considered to be an indicator of HIV transmission rates and future diagnoses of HIV.”
Though more people than ever are getting tested, hook-up apps have increased 

partner turnover, unsafe sex and access to ‘chillouts’ for many gay men. The 
persistent rise of transmission rates suggests the current prevention strategies are 
failing to adapt to these changing behaviours, leaving a huge demographic unmoved 
or unreached by dated campaigns.

“Gay men especially…need intensive targeted interventions that make sense to 
them. It is, in the end, a question of money,” says Azad. “Money doesn’t necessarily 
equal impact and effectiveness, you need to prove that money works, but on the other 
hand no money can’t work. 

“I don’t think there is, as of yet, a coherent London wide strategy for HIV that includes: 
schools and young people strategies, the roles of sexual health clinics where many 
gay men attend regularly, engaging with social media apps and gay venues, which is 
advocating for PrEP and which significantly increases the amount of HIV testing.”

Compared to a lifetime of treatment (estimated between £280,000 and £340,000) 
the cost of prevention is fractional. Treating the 3,250 gay men diagnosed in 2013 
would cost at least £910 million – and that’s a conservative estimate. 

But according to NAT, the NHS is spending 55 times more on treatment for people 
living with HIV than is spent by local councils on HIV prevention. And while all but one 
of the London local councils are designated high prevalence areas, where two people 
in every 1000 have been diagnosed with HIV, just 81p per person was spent on HIV 
prevention in the capital during in 2013/2014.

Let down by a now decimated HIV prevention budget, 

a record number of gay men were diagnosed with 

HIV in 2013. Chris Godfrey speaks to the National 

Aids Trust, GMFA and ACT UP London to find out how 

current HIV prevention strategies are failing and what is 

needed to curb the worrying increase in transmissions. 
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Since 2001, the budget for HIV prevention designated to 
local authorities for HIV prevention services has been slashed 
from £55 million to just £10 million. With funds severely limited, 
those financing the programmes want to maximise their return on 
investment, the goal being to reach as many people as possible. But 
this drive towards ‘efficiency’ has effectively eliminated the likelihood 
of any new prevention strategies being adopted, or for checking the 
efficacy of those currently underway. 

“Room for real innovation on the front line is slim,” says Dan Glass, 
an activist with ACT UP London. “HIV prevention work is so tied up with 
tick box exercises, delivering the minimum and ‘ticking all the boxes’ 
to satisfy the authority that work is being delivered. But often room for 
providing excellence or going above and beyond is not encouraged.”

Without any meaningful research into the potency of campaigns 
there’s no way of knowing exactly who is being reached. But with 
all current government-funded prevention programmes designed to 
reach as wide an audience as possible - providing that all-important 
‘return on investment’ - there’s a feeling that 
they’re only leaving an impression on a certain 
kind of person. 

“It’s not that these campaigns shouldn’t exist, 
it’s the fact that they’re the only ones that do,” 
says Liam Murphy, campaigns manger at GMFA. 
“And the sort of person they might appeal to, 
maybe they wouldn’t be taking those risks with 
their sexual health in the first place. There’s 
a large group of gay men that aren’t being 
reached. We’d target them in a different way…
and talk the way they talk. If you don’t recognise 
yourself in the campaign it doesn’t resonate.”

Gay men and the African community are 
the two high-risk groups most vulnerable to 
these rising transmissions. But these are two 
ostensibly different demographics, and for 
prevention interventions to resonate effectively 
with them separate approaches would be 
needed. It’s one of major the concerns with 
nationwide programmes: by trying to appeal 
to everyone, they reach no one. Gay men in 
particular stand to benefit from a more nuanced approach.

“We need to see more sex. I don’t think it has to be crude or overt, 
but it has to be something somebody recognises in themselves,” 
says Murphy. “We’re trying to put the sex back into the sexual health 
which has been taken away. It’s not there and I feel people aren’t 
making the connection. You can’t shy away - people are fucking and 
they’re having great sex, so why is that not being brought into our HIV 
prevention and sexual health.”

Just as the response to shifting demographics has been slow, so too 
has the response to behavioural changes. The well-documented rise 
of chemsex is believed to be part of the reason for rising transmissions 
among gay men, yet thè  government-funded response aimed at 
addressing the issue has been minimal. 

“There’s been a failure to recognise and respond to emerging new 
scenes,” says James Johnson, also a member of ACT UP London. 
“Many HIV prevention organisations have been ill equipped to deal 
with the escalating numbers of chemsexers and the impact this is 
having on rising HIV rates.” 

That more people than ever are getting tested is one of the big 
successes of campaigns like THT’s ‘It Starts With Me’. But testing alone 
isn’t going to halt rising transmission rates; a more nuanced approach 
is needed, one which incorporates these large scale programmes with 
refined interventions that resonate with the high risk categories, as well 
those who remain unmoved and unreached by current campaigns.  

“We need more partnership work, more community led responses, 
less reliance on old methods,” says Johnson. “We need less 
organisations relying on the fear factor to elicit donations and more use 
of mass media to impart simple messages about living with HIV.”

And of course, there is the ongoing NHS decision-making process as 
to how to distribute PrEP, potentially one of the most effective prevention 

techniques for curbing new transmissions. 
“PrEP is not the answer to reducing HIV, 

it is just one tool,’ says ACT UP’s Dan Glass. 
“It is likely to be most useful and successful 
with very high-risk group. But it won’t reduce 
transmission numbers overnight as the one in 
four who remain undiagnosed continues to 
be the pool of HIV that is hardest to tackle.”

PrEP is unlikely to be the silver bullet 
that finally brings an end to HIV, but it is 
a very potent weapon, particularly for the 
gay community. And at a time when local 
councils in London are neglecting their 
responsibility to confront the problem and 
when transmissions are rising to levels not 
seen since the eighties, it’s a weapon the gay 
community, not only needs, but deserves. 
As the NHS budget comes under even more 
scrutiny, the fight to make PrEP as widely 
available as possible is on. 

“We’re arguing very strongly that it should 
be made available to enough gay men to 

make a public health difference,” says NAT’s Azad. “In the end that 
will be cost effective because it will reduce the amount of HIV in the 
community and significantly reduce over time HIV transmissions.  So 
at a time there’s real pressure on NHS budgets we have to make the 
argument very strongly that gay men’s health matters, that prep is 
something that absolutely has to be funded.”

Current HIV prevention strategies have been hit hard by budget 
cuts and the drive towards efficiency. Ill equipped to address evolving 
demographics and behaviours, the current provisions are now wholly 
inadequate. It’s short-termism, and it’s failing. If the government wants 
to avert an impending public health crisis then serious innovation is 
required, more money desperately needed. Until they recognised this, 
transmission rates are only going to go in one direction. 
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Hey Luke. Firstly congratulations on 
completing your A-Levels! How did you feel 
going back to college after your diagnosis?
It was incredibly daunting actually. If I remember rightly 
I was diagnosed three months before I went back into 
my education and I remember one of the first thoughts 
on my mind was that I didn’t really want to be judged. I 
would be older as well, so that would be something to 
take into consideration. 

The whole thing was daunting because you don’t know 
how young people are going to react and in that time 
frame between being diagnosed and going to college 
I’d met a few young people who were very ignorant, 
not through their own accord but just through the lack of 
knowledge that they haven’t received which 
they probably should’ve done. 

So I was a bit daunted, a bit scared 
actually, to think I don’t know how I’m going 
to handle this because it only takes one 
person to add me on social media to even 
find out.
So how was it being there in the end?
It was brilliant! I didn’t go out shouting about 
it, but if anyone asked I was there to give 
some information and after about eight 
months of being there I actually had the BBC 
in for a radio piece they were doing on HIV. 
I had them in college on a lunch break so 
everyone was really intrigued. So that was 
quite a big step for me. 

I was also given an assignment where you had to 
write about something in your life, so I wrote about my 
HIV diagnosis. At the end I had to read it out to my 
whole English class and they were quite shocked. But 
overall I think I got more questions than ridicule and 
that was something I welcomed very much. Anyone 

Luke Alexander:

For those who lived through the AIDS crisis 
HIV stigma is still a huge issue, but for those 
born after the epidemic there’s a different 
issue entirely: ignorance. Chris Godfrey talks 
to young HIV activist Luke Alexander about his 
generation’s worrying lack of knowledge and 
the danger this poses. 

who is young and unaware asking me questions is 
a good thing. 
Do you think that ignorance about HIV is a 
serious problem in the young generation?
I think it’s a massive gap in knowledge between 
the generations. But also stigma isn’t fixed in any 

generation. I’ve always said from day one that I’ve discovered there’s 
two demographics: there are those who remember the John Hurt ‘Don’t 
Die of Ignorance’ AIDS advert in 1986, who lived through the horror of 
the eighties and saw things such as the activism from Princess Diana and 
Elizabeth Taylor. There are people who witnessed all that and they hold 
AIDS in their minds as the death sentence that it was.

Then we have another demographic, people like me who were born 
in the 90s and who pretty much skipped over it; we were never told, 
we were never taught. It was something we had to look at in films like 
Philadelphia and Trainspotting. 

When I was at college and got a bit more comfortable with my status 
I went around and did a very mini questionnaire and I asked 16 and 17 

 HIV Activist
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Erasing Ignorance



year olds what HIV is, what did it do, is there a cure for it - just very 
mundane questions. Some of them had never heard of it, half of them I 
asked thought it was curable, and I think about a third thought it could 
be passed on through kissing or sharing a glass. It just goes to show that 
these people didn’t know. It was really disheartening to find these young 
people, my generation, have absolutely no idea.

That same week I got a horrible message, which really made me cry, 
from a young boy, 17, who’s just been diagnosed. He sent me a message 
and he was asking me where he would have to hide his medication from 
his mother when he starts. I asked him what do you know about HIV and 
he said practically nothing, I’ve heard of AIDS and I’ve heard it kills you.

People are either stuck in the 80s or have no clue at all.
Given the ignorance around the subject what do you think 
is the most important thing young people should know that 
they might not already?

The main message I would give to anyone is to get tested. I’m not the 
type of person to scream condoms and throw them at people. I have 
the philosophy that most people who don’t like condoms won’t use them 
ever. But most new transmissions come from those who do not know they 
have HIV because they have a high viral load, because their virus isn’t 
suppressed, so it is much easier to pass on and most people who acquire 
HIV get it from someone who doesn’t know they have it themselves. 
Even with the ignorance among the younger generation, is 
stigma still a big issue?

Personally I’ve seen the majority of stigma come from within the gay 
community. A lot of young people I’ve spoken to about HIV don’t even 
really know what it is. So there isn’t that stigma built in to a lot of people. 
It obviously does still exist but I’ve had young people think they could get 
it from touching, so that stigma is present in their mind. But the majority 
of the stigma I’ve found is from within the gay community, probably out 
of fear because it’s a high-risk demographic. 

The older generation actually still regard HIV as the AIDS death 
sentence that it was. That’s where the stigma is most strong. I think 
that’s where most of it comes from today. It’s very mismatched and all 
over the place, you never know who you’re going to talk to and what 
they’re going to know.
What would be your advice to someone who has just 
received a positive diagnosis?
I would advise them to not worry, to know that HIV is completely 
manageable condition. If you take your medication properly every 
day and you keep your body healthy and you do all the things that 
someone with HIV should do, you will live a long life, should you be 
diagnosed early. 

To young people specifically I would just say do the sensible thing 
and be yourself. Don’t let it get to you. The deadliest part of HIV now is 
the stigma and that is something you’re totally able to overcome if you 
have the right mentality. 



Hey Keiron, how’s married life 
treating you?
It’s funny because my relationship doesn’t 
feel any different apart from the fact we have 
a ring on our finger now. I think the only 
difference is that when I look at Carl now I 
think ‘oh my god, you’re mine, forever’. I see it 
like some kind of ownership!
And how was the wedding?
The day itself was magical and beautiful and 
everyone’s reaction and response to it has 
been positive. You’ve got so many people 
there and you want to make sure you say hello 
to everyone. It’s a shame it just goes so fast.  
Did you set up everything up? Were 
you the control freak?
Yeah absolutely, I had an idea in my head 
about 18 months ago, where I was like I 
Know what I want, I want brides instead 

of bridesmaids and I want a catwalk and 
I want this and I want that, and it was just 
getting ridiculous by the end. But I did have 
complete control. 
Is that indicative of your relationship 
as well?
Definitely. I always end up getting what I want!
Moving onto the Hollyoaks storyline, 
where your character Ste finds out 
he’s HIV positive, what’s the response 
been like so far?
I think the biggest response was the shock from 
people that were unaware of how easy it is to 
have a HIV test. I think people were putting it 
off because not too long ago you had to wait 
two weeks for the result. I can only imagine how 
long that two weeks takes. But now Hollyoaks 
has highlighted that you can go and have the 
test and get the result back in 60 seconds. 

Kieron 
 Richardson

With sex education still failing to deliver the 
meaningful, accurate education students 
need, TV shows like Hollyoaks are having 
to plug the gap, acting as conduits for 
getting vital information across to young 
people. Kieron Richardson speaks to QX 
magazine about his character Ste’s recent 
HIV diagnosis and the response it’s had.

So instead of putting it off you can find out 
there and then and I think that was the biggest 
reaction we got, people saying, “I can’t 
believe how easy it is, thank you I went and 
had a test myself.”
What sort of preparation did you do?

I went and had a HIV test myself, just to put 
myself into that situation. Even though I’d not 
long had a test, during the 60 seconds before 
was I like ‘oh my god, even though I know I’ve 
only been with my husband this result could be 
anything. So it was interesting to put myself in 
that position. 
Was there anything that shocked you 
when you were researching the topic?

I think probably just the ignorance - myself 
included - of the fact that whenever people 
in the past would mention HIV, I would 
automatically associate it with the 80s and 
the stigma around it and then thinking it’s a 
death sentence if you get it. It’s quite ignorant 
and I think lots of people would be quite open 
to say that.

But from doing research for the storyline 
and watching it back, I’ve learnt it doesn’t 
have to be like that anymore and you can live 
a happy life. It doesn’t have that stigma. 
It’s obviously a very sensitive 
subject with regards to the potential 
stereotyping of HIV as a ‘gay disease’; 
how nervous were you about 
portraying it?

The word stereotype coming up quite a 
lot, but HIV has been on the rise in every 
community, not just the gay community. And 
Emmerdale has portrayed it with the character 
of Val Pollard, who is heterosexual, so why 
not do it for the gay community seeing as it’s 
on the rise there as well? Why not have a gay 
person on the television showing that it does 
happen? I’m not too sure why other TV shows 
have shied away form doing it in the past. I 
was quite shocked that in this day and age it 
hadn’t been portrayed in this way.  
And with sex education in a rubbish 
state how important shows like 
Hollyoaks are providing something of 
an education which young people may 
miss out on without?

Absolutely, I’ve been quite open about the 
sex education in my old school. HIV wasn’t 
really handled as a subject or a topic to learn 
anything about it in school, which is why I was 
quite ignorant. 

So the fact I left school about 12 years 
ago and it hasn’t really changed much, it’s 
massively important for a show like ours, which 
has a really young demographic, that we can 
really heighten ways that this does happen. 
This is how you can get tested, these are the 
prevention drugs - everything you wouldn’t 
normally get from sex education in schools, 
you’re able to get from watching TV. It’s great 
for us to be the ones to tell them but it’s a 
shame that it isn’t really happening too much 
in schools. 
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Why not have a gay person on the 
television showing that it does happen?
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T h e  w h o ,  w h a t ,  w h y ,  w h e r e  &  w h e n  o f  g a y  L o n d o n …

T H E  I N F O R M E R

Russia! A country of poofy conundrums: hate gay fashion designers but wear thigh-high leather boots, ban gay 
porn but REALLY good at starring in it. Criminalise homosexuality but have a president who’s a total DILF.  
   And now they’ve done it again! Putin has unveiled a “Straight Pride” flag in a hilariously childish retaliation 
against the recent worldwide surge of support for gay marriage. Oh Putin. Oh Vlad (can we call you Vlad?). 
What’s next?! A free nuclear missile with each issue of FHM? Get a free Kalashnikov every time you skip past 
Cher on shuffle?  
   He really is batshit crazy isn’t he? It’s quite camp really. A straight pride flag! How ridiculous. Well, they’re 

welcome to it. Bad dancing and hours of sport on TV, that’s what straight pride’s all about. Meanwhile we’ve got Kylie, glow sticks and drag queens 
called things like Patty O’ Furniture. HAVE FUN RUSSIA. HAPPY STRAIGHT PRIDE!  
   *Waves glow stick*

Fucking Men, the play (obviously), will be running at the King’s Head throughout August. It’s based on Joe DiPietro’s 
serio-comic contemporary adaptation of Arthur Schnitzler’s La Ronde, set within the gay subculture of a big city. 
   The play is a moving portrayal of hunger and desire as it follows the erotic encounters of ten men in their 
interconnected search for sexual satisfaction. Each scene in the play is a frank, candid and sometimes brutally honest 
depiction of the lustful transaction between two men.  
   “Fucking Men is an incredible, important part of the history of LGBTQ theatre, especially at the King’s Head,” says 
Adam Spreadbury-Maher, Artistic director of the King’s Head. “ It represents what we stand for – taking smaller, 
less commercial productions and giving it a longer life. Fucking Men in particular asks many important questions, 
covering the fine detail as well as the big picture when it comes to LGBTQ issues – while also being a lot of fun!” 
   The show will run from August 5th – 30th at the King’s Head Theatre.

5th August – 30th August, 7pm (3pm matinees weekends), Tickets from £15
King’s Head Theatre, 115 Upper Street, Islington, N1 1QN
https://kingsheadtheatre.ticketsolve.com/shows/873533357/events

Fucking Men

Russia Unveils Straight Pride Flag

The Black Cap has had its Asset of Community 
Value (ACV) status upheld by Camden council. 
The decision severely limits the ability of any new 
owner to use the space as anything other than an 
LGBT venue. While the council’s decision will not 
necessarily lead to the venue reopening, it is seen as 
a step in the right direction.       
   The venue was closed without warning in April, 
just four days after receiving ACV status. Since then 
there have been numerous protests and vigils held 
outside, while a group of squatters recently occupied 
the building.  
   The new owners were appealing against the Cap’s 
status on the grounds that the first floor bar didn’t 
contribute to the social wellbeing of the community.  
   “I’m very excited by our win against the appeal 
to overturn Camden LGBT Forum’s nomination to 
make our Black Cap an asset of community value, 
says Nigel Harris, director of the Camden LGBT 
Forum, the group responsible for defending the 
Cap’s ACV status. “ As a result of the closure the 
Forum has seen a huge increase in our residents 
seeking out support with regards to the isolation its 
loss has inflicted. 
    “This is a great step in our campaign with 
‘WeAreTheBlackCap’ to reopen the venue. I hope 
this will put a stop to any sale going through and 
make the owners rethink their plans.”

Victory For The Black Cap
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52 Tuesdays

www.amazon.com/Shibari-Water-based-Hemp-
Lubricant-Bottle/dp/B00RNHPU4O

Presented by Peccadillo Pictures, 52 Tuesdays portrays Billie’s journey to 
independence when her mother reveals plans to gender transition, asks her 
to move out and live with her dad, and limits their time together to Tuesday 
afternoons. 
   Filmed one day, every week, for a year and shot in real time it won 
Best Director at Sundance and the Crystal Bear at Berlin International 
Film Festival. Over a year of Tuesday’s – exposing both characters’ 
transformations – it’s a remarkable and enthralling experiment in 
storytelling. 
   52 Tuesday’s will be available to view in UK cinemas from the 7th August. 

Did you see our cover 
last week? Aside from 
the fact it was pretty 
fucking awesome you 
may have noticed a 
‘cock-heart’ on our 
models T-Shirt.  Well 
you’ll be pleased to 
know that you can buy 
your own from the 
official COCKHEART 
website.  
   Originally associated 
with the LGBTQ scene 
in East London, the 
COCKHEART team met 
success with their brand 
of t-shirts and expanded 
into organising club 
night events in London 
and Berlin, promoting 
safe space policy for 
queer people. It now has 
an international social 
media following and 
trades globally through 
its online store. 
   So if you liked what 
our coverstar was 
channelling then check 
out the COCKHEART 
website for your own. 

COCKHEART

Made with natural hemp seed oil, vitamins A, C and E 
and aloe vera, Shibari Water-Based Hemp Lubricant is 
America’s top-selling personal lubricant. High-grade 
materials lead to optimal comfort, with a slick 
and sexy feel.  
   Unlike some lubricants that contain 
irritating preservatives that can cause yeast 
infections, Shibari Hemp Lubricant is 
fragrance and paraben-free and suitable 
for all skin types. It is also compatible 
for use with condoms. There are three 
Shibari water-based lubricants to choose 
from: Hemp, Kiwi and Intimate, and a 
fourth Shibari Silicone Lubricant. 
   Long-lasting and non-staining, Shibari 
personal lubricants are silky-smooth 
for enhanced sensation and intimacy.  
All four are designed to heighten the 
experience of both partners during 
intercourse and sexual play, and are 
ideal for use with adult toys and for 
spicing up the bedroom, not forgetting 
of course, they can also be used during 
masturbation. 
   Shibari personal lubricants are available to buy on 
Amazon.

Shibari Water-based 
Hemp Lubricant 

Not Suitable For Work
London’s favourite anarchic 
scratch night, Not Suitable For 
Work, is back at the Glory this 
Friday. Hosted by Trashbag 
Trish, the drag queen who 
always keeps the price tag on, 
this week’s show features both 
Beth Norris and QX’s very own 
Dom Top! So cast off your suit 
and slip into your jockstrap 
for a night of unfettered 
debauchery. 

   For would-be performers, five-
minute slots are available to 
be signed up for on the night, 
or by going through Facebook 
for longer ten-minute slots 
later in the show. Spoken 
word, performance art, joke-
cracking, pole-dancing, politi-
cal polemics, erotica, singing, 
queer-lesque in your gran’s 
home-knitted lingerie - if 
you’ve got an act, they’ve got 
the slot, and every penny fits in 
the basement of The Glory.

Friday 17th July, 7pm – 10pm, £5 (£3 concessions)
The Glory, 281 Kingsland Road, E2 8AS 
https://www.facebook.com/events/499820036834544/

Trashbag Trish

www.cockheart.com



Protocol, 6 South Lambeth Place, 
SW8 1SP. 11pm-11am.  
£4 before 1am, £8 after. 

Oh em gee it’s Shake Yer Dix! Yes 
those trashbags are back. They’ve 
finished buying their discount lube 
from Lidl in Hackney. Half-price 
ham hock terrine. What are we on 
about? Who cares! Our absolute 
fave pop tartlet Ronika is DJing, 
along with Ruby Waters, who 
looks like a member of Team 
Rocket gone wrong. And there’s 
special guest Hot Mess, who’s 
from Glasgow apparently. Woo!

 For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 50-54 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.C L U B  N E W S

It’s a TWELVE HOUR 
LONG PARTY! Delectable 
debauchery from A:M and 
the boys at Orange as they 
pull out all the stops with a 
kaleidoscopic sensory glitter 
cannon of energising house 
music, musclebound dance 
gods, and a rip-roaring start 
to your weekend. Hosted by 
Louise Port. 

17/07/15 

 A:M

17/07/15 
Shake Yer Dix Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland High 

Streetm E8 2PB. 9pm-3am.  
Free before 11pm, £5 after.

Frivolous frisky fit lads at 
Farringdon’s free-for-all 
fest! Alliteration! And we 
didn’t even say “fisting.” 
The boys down at Fitladz 
certainly know how to have 
a good time, and this week 
will be no exception. Get 
down there and get off. 

Fitladz East, 117 Charterhouse 
Street, Farringdon, EC1M 6AA. 

10pm-6am. £5 entry,  
free for members. 

 For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 48-52 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.C L U B  N E W S
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 FITLADZ

Tim Jones
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 C L U B  N E W SFor full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 48-55 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.

Fuzzy and hot. Furry and 
burly. It’s a night at the Royal 
Vauxhall Tavern for huskily 
hairy men and their admirers! 
Think Jamie Dornan. Think 
Gerard Butler. Do NOT think 
of Justin Bieber’s arse. There 
are already plenty of male 
rappers doing that already. 

Royal Vauxhall Tavern, 372 Kennington 
Lane, SE11 5HY. 10pm-4am. £5 entry. 

East Bloc, 217 City Road, EC1V 1JN, 
10:30pm-6am. £8 midnight to 1am,  

£10 after. 

17/07/15

Hot Fuzzz

Baby, can you handle this? Well you better or you’re fucked. Bootylicious is back at the Electric Brixton to 
give you a boatload of jelly for their BIRTHDAY BASH. They’ve got Chris McKoy, Nikki Lucas, loveable 
blondiebear Jeffrey Hinton, Kinky D and Sugabear Smoochie. They’ll be giving it R’n’B, garage, ragga 
and party classics (brush up on your Electric Slide, boo) and you’ll be giving it EVERYTHING on the dance floor. 

18/07/15 

Bootylicious

18/07/15

Blocheads

The gang at Blocheads are giving 
you FACE. They’re giving you 
BODY. They’re giving you BLOC. 
They’re giving you HEAD. They 
might give you a Red Stripe! Or a 
remix of Blue Jeans by Lana Del 
Rey! East Bloc’s well fit, get lost in 
its deliciously dark halls. PER QX 
is Djing. QX? He stole that from 
us. Probably.

Per QX

The Electric Brixton, Town Hall Parade, 
Brixton Hill, SW2 1RJ, 11pm-6am. £10 b4 

midnight, £15 after. Students/members £8.

Jeffrey Hinton



 For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 48-52 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.C L U B  N E W S
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Professional cocktease 
Nick Jonas is BACK, 
and he’s performing at 
a huge gay club under 
Charing Cross Station, 
where balloons fall from 
the ceiling and people 
wear fluorescent neon 
v-necks. WHO’DA 
THUNK IT. Get there 
early to avoid queues/
screaming 11-year-old 
girls/thirsty twinks.

Heaven, Under the Arches, 
Villiers Street, WC2JN 6NG. 
10:30pm-6am. Discounted 
entry wristbands available 

from G-A-Y Bar. 

The bears are back in 
town! Well, they're always 
at XXL, the notorious 
weekly club night at huge 
venue Pulse. Pull on your 
Timberlands and dig out 
your sluttiest vest because 
they’re here and queer. 
Large and in charge! 
Chunky, yet funky! It's 
XXL, and we love them.

Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, SE1 
9UF. 10pm-7am. £15 entry.  

£8 for members. 

18/07/15

   XXL

18/07/15 

 G-A-Y presents 

Nick Jonas
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 For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 48-52 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com 
For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store.C L U B  N E W S

She stole Raven’s ring, and then 
took a look at yours! It’s Drag 
Race’s sweetheart Jujubee this 
Thursday, followed by Empress 
of Subtle Makeup Looks, Trixie 
Mattel judgin’ your junk next week. 
To enter text 07789553868 or 
email info@g-a-y.co.uk

Heaven, Under the Arches, Villiers Street, 
WC2JN 6NG. 10:30pm-5am. Free entry 
wristbands available from G-A-Y Bar. 

20/07/15

    Popcorn

The Magic Roundabout, Old Street, EC1Y 1 
BE, 2pm-11pm. £5 advance, MOTD.

No, not a mug full of OXO cubes 
and gravy, it’s a tea party on 
OLD STREET ROUNDABOUT for 
crying out loud! The bears are 
going down to the (closest thing 
City Road has to) woods for a big 
surprise. The Magic Roundabout is 
about to get an extra sprinkling of 
BRUT fairy dust as Beefy Tea takes 
over Old Street for an all singin’, 
all dancin’, all day BEEFY BLOW 
OUT! Of course, what would a sexy 
bear’s picnic be without tunes? This 
one’s got them in ABUNDANCE 
from the likes of Ben Jamin, the 
Meat Boys, Wes Baggaley, 
Silverhook and MORE. Not only 
that, but awesome burgers served 
up by the delicious Burger Bear 
Tom and FREE afterparty at East 
Bloc! AH!

Meat Boys

23/07/15 

G-A-Y with  

Trixie Mattel

19/07/15

Beefy Tea

It’s the usual shenanigans at 
Popcorn, so get out your neon 
paint and roll in it like you’re 
Ke$ha. She LOVES rolling in 
neon paint. She told us last 
week when she popped by the 
office for a cuppa. POPCORN is 
always a blast, popping out of 
the pan with a salty and sweet 
mix of gay and straight, house 
and trance, drinks and DRINKS!

Heaven, Under the Arches, Villiers Street, 
WC2JN 6NG. 10:30pm-6am.  

Discount entry wristbands available from 
G-A-Y Bar.

Wes Baggaley
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XXL presents 
Hoxton Whores

11/07/15
Pulse, No1 Invicta Plaza, 

South Bank

Words by Chris John
Photos by Joel Ryder

QX beefed it up on the South Bank as XXL rocked the neighbourhood for a full-throttle instalment at 
Pulse last weekend. Taking in five feverish arches of hairy happenings and thundering DJ grooves, a crowd 
of hot hunks ‘n’ dishy dudes made it a sizzling summer party to remember at London’s biggest weekly 
bears bash. Plus-size action on the floor saw resident deck star, Christian M, entertaining the masses with 
pumped up anthems in the main room. Next door and DJ daddy, Joe Egg, raised the roof for a pop-pickin’ 
smash-hits rundown that had tasty disco totty throwing their hands up into the night. Elsewhere, there was 
plenty of through-traffic in the darkroom as a bevy of blokes explored the outer reaches of the cavernous 
cruise maze, whilst the laid-back lounge terrace hosted social shenanigans galore. Meanwhile, there was a 
legendary set to come from the Hoxton Whores as the wild and wonderful antics continued through to 7am!  

“A sizzling summer 
party to remember 
at London’s biggest 
weekly bears bash.”
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Sunday Social @ RVT
12/07/15

Royal Vauxhall Tavern, 
372 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5HY

Words by Jason Prince
Photos by Joel Ryder

“Welcoming herself 
on stage, Myra is 

met by a rapturous 
applause and 

hysterical laughter 
from the outset.”

5pm on a Typical English Summer 
Sunday in Vauxhall, Cloudy and rainy! 
That doesn’t stop the boys queuing 
around the corner at The institution that 
is ‘Sunday Social’. So with umbrella 
in hand I am met at the door by the 
Gorgeous Pippa and head straight into 
the commercial house sounds of DJ’s 
Johnny Kalifornia and Andy Louder. 6pm 
and the dancefloor is buzzing, along the 
terraces the Vauxhall massive are taking 
their positions ready to play their part as 
‘loudest audience’ as the cabaret show 
anticipation builds. Then from behind the 
curtain the voice of Myra booms ‘’Ladies 
and gentlemen, please welcome to the 
stage, as seen on TV, Myra Dubois!’’ 
Welcoming herself on stage, Myra is met 
by a rapturous applause and hysterical 
laughter from the outset. Dressed like 
Madonna circa Blonde Ambition meets 
Bet Lynch, Myra tells back to back ‘in’ 
jokes and makes friendly fun of her 
cabaret peers ‘’I was asked to judge the 
dog show at Vauxhall Gardens today’’ 
she jokes ‘’but I would have been wasting 
my time because there was obviously 
only one clear winner; La Voix!’’ Acting 
as her own PR agent Myra reminds us 
several times through her show of her 
recent BBC 1 appearance on The John 
Bishop show and has me belly laughing 
at her ‘same voice’ impressions of Cilla 
Black, Cher and Chewbacca. She even 
sang her ‘Margaret Thatcher’ version of 
‘Don’t Cry For Me Argentina’ and Abba 
‘Money Money’ while the audience threw 
money at her (£80 raised for charity!) 
The night was made complete by the 
birthday boy Sean Sirrs taking to the 
decks packing the dance floor with his 
house floor-fillers and club classics. 
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Fitladz East
10/07/15

117 Charterhouse Street, 
Farringdon, EC1M 6AA

Words and Photos 
by Mark Storey

It was the first time for this QX 
fittie to head down to new Fitladz 
East, since moving from Vauxhall. 
We must say, it still does what 
it says on the tin, offering great 
music, great decor, a good vibe 
and most important of all: Fitladz 
of all denominations! Over the 
course of the night it continued 
to get more hot and sweaty, 
as waves of lads filled in then 
heading down to the spunktacular 

cellar to do what most Fitladz love to do; get down to business. We 
didn’t venture too close to the cellar, as the sight of a zoom lens would 
have likely killed the mood or even given some lads a coronary or 
two! Anyhow upstairs was enough to satisfy anyone’s needs and all in 
all, it’s a great new venue for the club. Cosy, welcoming and friendly, 
both Steves -  Darragh and B  - are doing a great job. Welcome to the 
Eastside, Fitladz! Get down there now, you can even try out your new 
footie gear, just remember to wash it before the match!

“Great music, great 
decor, a good vibe 
and most important 
of all: Fitladz of all 
denominations!”





Brüt BBQ with Men Inc
10/07/15 

Eagle London, 349 
Kennington Lane,

Vauxhall, SE11 5QY

Words and Photos 
by Chris Jepson
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“All that and still only 
Friday! Lord help us 

for the rest of the 
weekend.”

Last weekend was a BRÜT of a 
weekend and we kicked it off at the Friday 
BBQ and beer blast in association with 
Men Inc at Eagle London. With pints only 
£1 before midnight the club was packed 
from early on and full of delicious man-
muscle, beefy blokes and mountains of 
furry fellas. Outside in the garden it was a 
balmy evening and total roadblock, and the 
queue for Pete’s hot meat wound it’s way 
all thru the bushes as the boys munched on 
burgers and knocked back the beer. Inside 
DJs Sugarbear and Severino kept it classic 
and funky, while onstage an all-American 
gogo show saw super-hot Rica Shay reveal 
the most perfectly peachy butt. All that and 
still only Friday! Lord help us for the rest of 
the weekend.
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Hard Cock Life 
Summer Party

11/07/15
Ace Hotel, 100 Shoreditch 

High Street, E1 6JQ

Words by 
The Soho Bitch Project

Photos by Peter Fingleton

If you decided to have a chilled out weekend, watching Netflix and 
catching up on your sleep, then you probably missed out on one of 
London’s hottest summer parties yet. Hard Cock Life took over East 
London for another night of amazing hip-hop and R&B jams and some 
absolutely sickening live acts imported from all over the world. The 
12-hour party marathon started off on the rooftop of the ACE hotel, 
which served a stunning view of London’s skyline. Truly incredible live 
performances from Roxxxan, Rica Shay, Prince Kongo & Dopeboy 
gave everyone their daily dose of life. Then, as if that wasn’t enough, 
the party moved down to the basement where things got a little bit 
more explicit. Sensational DJ sets were provided by Josh Cole, Mark 
Ashley Dupe, Jeremy Stubbing and Cummy Bear, leaving us gagging 
for more. We can’t wait for the next HCL. See you there in October!

“One of London’s 
hottest summer 

parties yet.”
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To quote the song ‘Big Fat Bass’ by Miss Britney 
Spears; “It’s gettin’ bigga, and bigga, and bigga!” BRÜT 
continued it’s bid for world domination last Saturday with 
a bash that left the surrounding streets road-blocked by 
boys, blokes, bears and more! Clearly word has spread 
about the atmosphere, energy and selection of sexy 
beats and brutes that having been frequenting the City’s 
Steel Yard. The aptly named Hot Fuzz took over Vault 
II, working the place into a sweaty frenzy of fierce tunes 
and vigorous rump shaking, whilst in the main hall, Tom 
Stephan threw down the aural gauntlet. Smashing us 
hard with pounding bass lines and rhythms that made us 
a little ha-zaayyyyy. Sets from Louis Lennon, Ross Jones 
and Ben Jamin took us to the edge and then finished us right off. But 
hey, it’s BRÜT, we weren’t going to go home without a second round 
and thankfully a few burly blokes we scouted on the dancefloor obliged 
us. Who could ever turn down an offer like “you can be the treble baby, 
I can be the bass?” Nobody, that’s who. Thank you BRÜT, it was HUGE.

BRÜT
11/07/15

The Steel Yard, 13-16 All 
Hallows Lane, EC4R 3UL

Words by Jaime Domingo 
Photos by LUXXXER

“Clearly word has 
spread about the 

atmosphere, energy 
and selection of sexy 
beats and brutes.”





 28
qxmagazine.com

Motherload
11/07/15

East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
EC1V 1JN

Words and Photos 
by Mark Storey

“Crowds packed 

out every space, 

making the most of 

the music and electric 

atmosphere.”

East Bloc is always a gem in the crown of East London, 
delivering time and time again. One of the unique things about 
is how quick it gets packed out, right outta the blue. It’s almost 
as if the crowd is psychically connected to know when the party is 
about to kick off! It was a very mixed crowd down having it large 
last Saturday, DJs Guy Williams, Gideon and D Ramirez served up 
banging tuneage. Crowds packed out every space, making the most 
of the music and electric atmosphere. As always, it was a shame to 
leave but needs (sleep, food, SHOWER) must. Great to see some 
friendly faces and have a big ol’ boogie. Plus we couldn’t leave 
without a big hug from the ‘Bloc’s Janisha Pem to finish off the 
night. What more could one ask for?



FREEFREE  
to anyone living with HIV in the boroughs of Brent, Camden, Ealing, Hammersmith and 

Fulham, Hounslow, Islington, Kensington and Chelsea, Wandsworth, Westminster
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BLOC PARTIES
Joiners Arms, Black Cap, Barcode, Madame JoJos, Nelson’s Head….with the slew of 
recent venue closures, things were starting to look at bit sparse in the city of London. 
However there is new hope on the horizon. City Road’s beat-filled basement, East Bloc, 
has birthed a new baby brother and he’s setting up shop in Camden!

Bloc Bar opens on July 30th, opposite Kentish Town station, placing something of a 
salve on the deep cuts left by the Black Cap’s brutal demise.

Spread over two floors, there will be food served during the day from the 
deliciously-named Burger Bear, as well as heady nights full of fantastic entertainment. 
We can’t tell you what just yet though, so keep your eyes glued to QX and make sure to 
head over to the grand opening on July 30th!

Camden Townies rejoice, there’s a gay venue in north London again! Solid proof of 
the old adage (and professional lush Karen Walker’s personal mantra) “when one bar 
closes, another one opens”. 

East Bloc have a SURPRISE new night starting on the 8th August! Wanna find out what it is? 

Keep up to date with our newsletter by signing up at the new website: www.eastbloc.co.uk.  

Our weekly Friday Le Coq is turning into 
a real destination night. Last week we had 
Billie Ray Martin and Mark Moore 
playing and it went off! The music policy 
starts more commercial and then later on 
moves into more house vibes. Coming 
up over the next few weeks are Jonjo 
Jury, Paris DJs PATSY on the 31st, Jim 
Stanton, Fredi Dimanche, Alessandro 
Londra plus a load more. It’s about having 
somewhere to go to start your weekend and 
be guaranteed great music and a friendly, 
up for it crowd.

Saturday 18th July we have Blocheads 
with an international flavour! Music 
producer and one third of Gutterslut, Per 
QX, is over from Berlin and will be playing 
a post-Lovebox set for us. He’s joined by 
New York DJ Steve Amoroso (Afro Acid), 
who’s flying in from Ibiza. He comes highly 
recommended to us by Tom Stephan and 
local boy Craig Llebpmac from ZigZag - 
expect bassy techno sounds. In the second 
room QBoy and Sugarbear will be 
serving R’n’B vibes.
Saturday 25th July it’s the return of 
Handsome with Hannah Holland and 
Dan Beaumont going back to back after 

resident Dave Kendrick. Handsome is about 
quality house - from the classic sounds of the 
past, to tougher, newer tech house. Always a 
great crowd, who really know their music. Plus, 
in the Bar, Mistamaker plays old skool hip 
hop and R’n’B.

Songs of Praise are back on August 1st 
for a night of pop and classics and the place 
to be if you want to get down to high-end 
pop with a hot, cool crowd.

Then on the 15th we’re super excited to have 
a true Chicago house legend coming over 
from Berlin for Night Sheen. K-Alexi has 
been involved in the story of house since the 
80’s and we’re very proud to have him join 
Hannah Holland and Josh Caffe for a 
night of seriously good house and techno.

Finally, later this summer we are 
super excited to have one of our 
favourite promoters starting a weekly 
Thursday. Watch this space!

Martyn Fitzgerarld

To give you an idea of the entertainment 
pedigree you can expect at Bloc Bar, let’s 
remind ourselves of the current monthly 
party platter at big daddy East Bloc. We 
got on the blower to promoter Martyn 
Fitzgerald for a rundown of what’s coming 
up down on City Road.

East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
EC1V 1JN
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1.  You can get your rocks off, man! Yep, it’s pretty straightforward. 
Best of all you don’t need to wipe things clean afterwards like 
you would do at home – since it is La Hoist there is a good 
chance that somebody will lick it clean for you afterwards. If 
that’s your thing....

2.  It’s London Fetish Week this week! And The Hoist is Europe’s 
biggest gay fetish club! So there’s plenty of space to roam 
around in and plenty of opportunities to dress up in rubber, 
leather, sports wear, skin or whatever your filthy mind tells you 
to do....

3.  Again: it is London Fetish Week! THE HOIST has more then 20 
special parties and events lined up for this week alone. You’ll 
be sore by the end of it...

4.  You can meet Bradley Cooper in there. No really! Rumour 
has it that quite a few Hollywood hunks sometimes nip down 
incognito to check out the British beef…never seen anyone 
famous in there? That’s because they usually wear sexy rubber 
hoods.

5.  It’s cool! Those thick-walled Vauxhall Victorian railway arches 
tend to be refreshingly cool even at the height of summer...so 
no need to use deodorant. Saves you a trip down to Superdrug.

6.  You can get your lips or whatever round some huge cocks! 
Believe me, I know…

7.  There even is a luxurious swimming pool. The tiled wet area 
in Bar Berlin – that’s our second super-sexy arch – is HUGE! 
Check it out especially when rubber is your thing. Or the term 
“Golden Shower“ means something special to you.

8. It’s wall to wall men-only! Always.

9.  It’s world-famous! They even made a movie about it last year 
that was in the cinemas. And if you’re more the Netflix type that 
doesn’t do cinemas, this week is your chance to check out the 
club for real by going there…

10.  It’s international! It’s the only gay Fetish club in London that 
gets the tourists in. Which is rather nice since there is always 
fresh meat around and plenty of it!

As if you needed even ONE reason to hang out at the Hoist. I mean really. 
There’s a whole host of horny delicacies on offer. Whether you want to 
be whipped into submission by a Scandinavian Tom of Finland-esque 
adonis, or be a dominant daddy top to a cute leather slut, you’ll be able to 
find whatever you want at the Hoist. There’s something for everyone. Like 
Disneyland! Except with slings and bukkake. Although who knows, maybe 
Disneyland has slings and bukkake going on too. We wouldn’t put it past 
Aladdin. We caught up with Hoist head honcho host Unkut Kurt, and 
he summed up the ten reasons why you should go, and why over the past 
years it has earned its status as the UK’s best fetish club. 

The Hoist, Railway Arches 47b and 47c, South Lambeth Road, SW8 1RH. 

AT THE HOISTTEN REASONS
TO HANG OUT





1. “You Love Me?” - 
Melissa Steel feat. 
Wretch 22 

The beat is so fresh! 
Such a cool, catchy 
tune. 

2. “Glass & 
Patron” - FKA 
Twigs 

Makes me wanna 
learn how to vogue.

3. “No Sleeep” - 
Janet Jackson 

Love the beat, such a 
sexy tune! Had it on 
repeat since it came 
out.

4. “Freedom” - 
Pharrell Williams 

I always play his tunes, 
I don’t think I’ve ever 
played a set without 
spinning some of his 
productions.

5. “Peaches & 
Cream” - Snoop 
Dogg

My new fave summer 
jam.

6. “Feeling Myself” 
- Nicki Minaj feat. 
Beyonce

People love it, when 
I play it the party is 
poppin’! 

7. “King Kunta” - 
Kendrick Lamar

Yassss for the funky 
beat! 

8.”LA LA LA” - 
Fergie feat. YG 

So good. Glad she’s 
back.

9. “2 On” - Tinashe 
feat. Schoolboy Q 

I love sexy R&B! 

10. “Work it” - 
Missy Elliott 

That’s my little 
throwback for you! 
Missy is headlining 
Bestival this year - I 
just can’t wait!

Miguel Dare is playing at Dirty Diana's 
Sinful (London Fields Brewhouse, 369 

& 370 Helmsley Place, E8 3SB) on 
Sunday 2nd August, 9am-9pm. 

£5 before midday, £8 after.

M igue l  D a r e’s 
S in f u l  Top  10

So, Miguel Dare, who are you?
Mr DJ and Hostess with the 
mostest!
What kind of tuneage do you 
supply?
An infectious amount of R&B and 
hip-hop, spiced up with some trap 
and bass tunes! I always try to 
interact with the crowd to make 
sure everyone’s having a good 
time on the floor.
Fill us in on your upcoming 
gigs?
I’m going to play at Latitude 
festival in Suffolk on July 17th. I’m 
super excited! Apart from that you 
can catch me hosting a lot around 
central London and got a few guest 
DJ gigs coming up this month one 
at Cafe Royal and one at Dirty 
Diana's Sinful - which I love! I’m 
also looking forward to re-launch 
my club night Truth or Dare very 
soon so stay tuned!

Miguel Dare @ Sinful
D J  O F  T H E  W E E K
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R A I S I N G  T H E  B A R

Two Brewers 
114 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ
 
The Power of Three will be bursting into the 
Brewers on Sunday 19th to supply you with 
a triple punch of cabaret pizzazz. Serving up 
a perfect Sunday afternoon, Sandra, La Voix 
and Miss Jason will be belting out blinding 
hits while you sup the Brewer’s selection of 
alcoholic beverages. Go on, treat yourself, 
you survived the Tube Strike babes.

BACKcounter 
Arch 50, 7-11 South Lambeth Place SW8 1SP

DJ Chillz is back this week from 9pm to 1am at Friday Night Fever on 
the 17th. Ease into one of their leather booths with a posse of your 
bestest peeps and settle in for the long-haul with some great cocktails 
and perhaps even a bite to eat. Our regular weekly line-up of DJs are 
spinning everything from soul and classic R’n’B to conscious hip-hop (is 
that a new thing?) and pretty much every type of house you can think of.

Ku Bar 
Ku Bar, 30 Lisle Street, WC2H 7B

They’re well posh at Ku Bar. They’ve got a 
lovely fish tank. The bar boys are primped 
and preened. Host Nieko wears expensively 
cut Italian suits. They’re classy, they are. 
Except Lady Lloyd, she’s a common slag. 
She puts her Vivienne Westwood bags 
through the washing machine. And she only 
has them because she stole them from Boy 
George. On Sunday 19th she minces down 
from her boudoir and DJs retro hits until 
midnight.

The White Swan 
556 Commercial Road, E14 7JD

She’s crusty, she’s cheesy and she tastes a bit beefy; it’s Lola Lasagne! 
She’ll be entertaining the White Swan’s burly baying crowd on Saturday 
18th, with the help of the totes masc DJ Stud! Send us your location! 
Actually, don’t bother, we’ll meet you round the back of Chicken 
Cottage on Commercial Road.

City of Quebec 
12 Old Quebec Street, W1H 7AF

It’s a second dollop of Lola Lasagne this 
week! She’s heating up the City of Quebec 
on Sunday 19th until her toppings turn a 
nice golden brown. Give her taste, she’s 
perfect Sunday night comfort food if the 
weekend ain’t treated you as kindly as 
you’d like. KIDDING! She’ll rip to shreds. 
Go see her anyway and toughen up, kiddo.
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C A B A R E T

Well hello, Dolly, you’re looking 
swell...actually I can’t see you 
because you’re still in Australia, so 
I’m assuming, and I thought it’d make 
for a suitably camp opener. BUT by 
the time this goes to print you’ll have 
landed in London. ANYWAY, how are 
you? Been busy? Long time no chat...
Hi Jason, I’m well thanks. Living in Australia 
keeps me very busy. I’ve just finished doing 
some big band shows with a Christmas in 
July theme, any excuse to get the tinsel out. 
Are you coming to the UK to escape 
the Australian winter, if there is such 
a thing? 
Melbourne most definitely has a winter, and 
as I approach my 40’s I’m hating the cold 
even more, so London’s Summer is a must. I’ll 
be out and about as much as possible, and 
catching up with my old friend Rose Garden.
Ahh, good old Rose. As a dear friend, 
what is it that you admire about her 
most?
That she’s still alive.
Oh Dolly, she’ll love that! You two 
perform as part of a double act too: 
Pie & Mash. Will you be doing your 
bit for Anglo-Australia relations and 
resurrecting that act on this trip? 
Yes, I’m doing Brighton Pride with Rose. I was 
poisoned the last time I performed there, by 
a young girl from Trashville in Tennessee if 
I remember correctly. I won’t be so quick to 
put my nose to the fence this time, well not 
without asking what the fark it is? 
How strange! How would you describe 
your onstage connection with Rose? 
We’ve always had great chemistry. She’s 
always pie-eyed and I’m always mashed! 
Best way to be! As an Aussie born and 
bred, why do you think the country has 
such an appetite for drag? It’s almost 
in the blood. 
It’s been going on for years here, but it really 
found it’s footing after Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert. Most performers mime over here, so 
as a live artist, I’m quite the novelty. Let’s face 
it, we all like an excuse to dress up!

By Jason Reid

Having performed in both countries, 
do you think there’s much of a 
difference between UK and Australian 
styles of drag? 
In the UK it’s more of a nod to the old variety 
days, with an emphasis on comedy and I’ve 
brought that style to Melbourne. It’s a bit 
rough and ready in Australia, but there’s 
room for both.
How about the audiences?  
My shows are theatre style, so they pay their 
money and listen...well most of the time. 
There’s always some dick-head who thinks 
he’s gonna talk while I am, they’re wrong, 
dead wrong.
Who are the current big drag stars 
Down Under right now, apart from 
yourself OF COURSE?
It’s hard to separate myself from this question. 
I’ve been watching the same faces, (although 
a little more stretched) over here for years: 
Miss Candy, Paris, Millie Minogue and Rita 
La Coqe Eater. They’re fun loving girls, and a 
few of them were extras in Cocoon.
And who are your UK favourites?
I grew up watching Sandra - that potty mouth 
we all know and love. And Miss Jason and 
Drag With No Name are always worth a trip 
to Brighton and beyond to see. BUT if I don’t 
say Rose Garden I’ll have no accommodation 
in London, so ROSE GARDEN - she makes me 
laugh (at her, not with her).

Winging her way in from Melbourne, Australia, Dolly Diamond is in the UK for a month 

of shows, sightseeing and sunning herself with drag pal Rose Garden. She’ll be bringing 

her unique brand of live drag and comedy to Halfway to Heaven, Admiral Duncan and 

Brighton Pride during her visit. Jason Reid took time out to chat to Dolly this week about 

Australian drag, Pie and Mash and her favourite performers.

Dolly’s welcome and leaving party are 
at Halfway to Heaven: Sunday’s July 

17th & Aug 15th.

Other dates & venues are:

In the UK it’s more of a nod to the old variety days, 
with an emphasis on comedy and I’ve brought that style to Melbourne.

A Diamond 
From Down Under



Weekday 12pm-12am Weekend 12pm-3am
art.performance.disco

www.voguefabricsdalston.com
66 Stoke Newington Road London N16 7XB

Thursday 16th July 
TRASH FASHION 

Cheap drinks and cheap music,  
£3 drinks all night!,  

9pm

Friday 17th July 
LOTUS EATERZ DISCOTHEQUE II 
Second installment of this new fun Discotheque,  

10pm-3am,  
£4

Saturday 18th July 
CHEAP N GREEK 

Hosted by our favourite Greek Amantopet.  
With support from Octopussies Fancy Chance and Tranny Dad. 

Expect performances and Tzatziki,  
and plate smashing  

 
10pm-3am,  
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Mirrors, a hit at the BFI Flare earlier this year, tells the story 
of two young gay guys falling for each other in the toilet 
of a Manchester nightclub. Hot. Forming part of the newly 
released Boys On Film 13 collection, QX magazine caught 
up with the film’s director, Neil Ely.

The film is pretty true to life – are there really hot, undecided ‘straight’ 
guys in Manchester’s gay clubs?
I could get into trouble answering this! Erm I’ve known a few, I was an unconvincing 
“straight” or “undecided” guy myself once so I suppose I attracted guys in a similar 
situation. Manchester’s gay scene has provided many adventures.
Where did the idea for the film come from?
I am going to get in trouble for this interview! I experienced a similar situation in a 
night out. A guy I was talking to who had taken M.D had a bit if a revelation and came 
out to me (though unlike the film, we weren’t in a toilet cubical). However, we ended 
up in one while he vomited; he had never said the words “I’m gay” out aloud. I think it 
all became too much for him and the bouncers then took over. That’s where the initial 
concept came from. It feels a bit naughty admitting that! 
Did you know you were going to get Jody Latham (Shameless) and 
Liam Boyle (Skins) in the short? 
I’ve worked with Jody before on my last feature Three In A Bed so he was on board 
from the get go. I contacted a few other actors before Liam but they weren’t right, then 
Jody suggested Liam. We spoke over the phone and he really got the script - as soon 
as we meet I knew he was that man for the job. 
How did Kavana’s drag cameo come about?
The club that I based the film on always has a drag queen redoing their makeup in 
the mirror - so I had to keep that in there! I’ve written another short script, Desperately 
Seeking Something, that the drag character was taken from. I’d already discussed Kav 
playing her so it just made sense that he played the role in Mirrors. It was the funniest 
part to film for sure. 
The film played at BFI Flare earlier this year – how was it received?
It was a great festival to be part of and Mirrors was received really well. I was shitting 
myself to be fair as I had to introduce the film in front of 600 people. A few people 
came and said how much they enjoyed it - so that gave us all a buzz. It was good to 
be able to spend a few days with the cast and enjoy the film. 
The performances from the boys are pretty stellar, especially when it 
comes to coming up on MDMA. Did you rehearse with them? 
We did a few workshops before hand and talked a lot about what it’s like to be 
under the effect of MDMA. The guys are good friends so that helped. I was confident 

that they would pull it off as it’s not good seeing actors 
portray being under the influence badly. We agreed to 
allow time on the day of filming to improv some of the 
script. They did a good job. 
MIRRORS forms part of a collection of short 
films on Boys On Film, now in its 13th volume. 
Do you think we’re in a good time for gay 
cinema?
I’m buzzing to be part of such a great set of short films. 
It’s really exciting. I think there are so many brilliantly 
LGBT films being made; Pride, Love is Strange and I really 
enjoyed Appropriate Behaviour. I look forward to seeing 
a few gay blockbusters in the not so distant future. 
What’s next for you?
I’ve got a few scripts I may dust off and start pre-
production on soon! I’m also working with a fantastic 
writer, Lisa Howells, on the feature version of Mirrors - so 
people who enjoyed the short will get to see what led the 
guys to meet and what happened after they did.

Mirrors forms part of the Boys On Film 13th volume. 
Presented by Pecadillo Pictures, it’s now available to buy 
on DVD.
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Jody Latham and Liam Boyle

Kavana





ACTION & COMEDY
 
Paul Rudd is terrific in 
the hugely entertaining 
mini-hero romp 
ANT-MAN, a witty 
adventure with some 
of the best action 
sequences of the year 
so far. The perfect 

Mark Wahlberg is 
back for TED 2, 
another consistently 
funny comedy with a 
relentless stream of 
laugh-out-loud rude 
jokes and a mushy 
emotional centre.

DARK DRAMA
 
Based on true events 
little known outside 
Germany, 13 
MINUTES is the story 
of a man who almost 
killed Hitler with a 
homemade bomb 
in 1939. The film is 
choppy, but the story is 
riveting.

Film of the week

THE SALT OF THE EARTH (12)
Both staggeringly visual and powerfully resonant, this Oscar-nominated documentary traces the 
journey of Brazilian photographer Sebastão Salgado, who travelled the world to capture epic 
images of human struggle. Worn out, he then turned his attention to the grandeur of nature, and 
has changed the world in the process. Salgado’s photos are awesome, and his personal story 
carries an equally strong kick. Essential.

 

Video of the week
ANGELS WITH TETHERED WINGS (18)
So bad it’s worth watching with a group, this absurd gay romp ineptly mixes romance, 
crime thriller and zombie revenge comedy, all set in the gay porn industry. The twink actors 
are defeated by the stiff dialog, but they all go full-frontal in sex scenes that veer wildly from 
a brutal rape to a sweaty threesome. Nothing about this movie works, but it does have its 
moments. (TLA)

S C R E E N  T E S T   by Jack Leger

IN THE WORKS
 
Ben Affleck and Matt 
Damon will reteam for 
Houses Of Deceit, about 
the American football 
official who helped the 
FBI bring down Fifa 

Ezra Miller 
(pictured) is joining 
Eddie Redmayne in 
JK Rowling’s Harry Potter 
prequel trilogy Fantastic 
Beasts And Where To 
Find Them.
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Have you ever had those days 
when you just can’t seem to get 
started? I’m having one now...
massive fail! Never mind, there’s 
always FAGGY OKAY! at The 
Glory (281 Kingsland Road, 
E2 8AS), on Thursdays to put 
you in the mood. It’s a weekly 
karaoke party in the basement 
hosted by some gorgeous ‘girls’. 
Jonbenet Blonde and Ginger 
Johnson switch on the mics at 
8pm ‘til late. 

Also this week on Thursday 16th 
July A Man To Pet goes live for 
a late night supper party session 
at Hoi Polloi (Ace Hotel, 100 
Shoreditch High Street, E1 6JQ) 
from 10.30pm ‘til 1am. Watch in 
awe as Miss Pet cavorts in true 

style singing live with a multitude 
of costume changes as you slurp 
on a Hoi Polloi camp cocktail! 

Big moment in our social 
calender this weekend, it’s 
Miss Sink The Pink 2015 on 
Saturday 18th at Bethnal Green 
Working Men’s Club (42 Pollard 
Row, E2 6NB). Who will steal 
the crown off last year’s winner 
Rodent Decay? The celeb panel 
cast their vote while you scream 
for your favourite! Doors 9pm, 
get there early and don’t miss a 
second of this wonderful night!

Did you know there’s a disco 
bar in the middle of Old Street 
roundabout? Well there is dears 

and it’s called The Magic 
Roundabout (Old Street 
Roundabout, EC1Y 1BE) and 
it’s about to have a Sunday 
takeover from Brut’s BEEFY-TEA 
on Sunday 19th from 2pm ‘til 
11pm. Serious afternoon blowout 
with DJ’s Louis Lennon, Ben 
Jamin, Ross Jones, The 
Meat Boys and the gorge Wes 
Baggaley amongst others. Plus 
you can grab a bit of sustenance 
from Burger Bear who will 
be cooking up the most delish 
burgers for you to guzzle on. 
Free entry to East Bloc (217 
City Road, EC1V 1JN) after if you 
decide to carry the party on! 

I’m very pleased to announce 

the start of a theatre run at The 
Glory with The East London 
Session Players starting on 
Monday 20th July, of Tennessee 
Williams’ camp classic Suddenly 
Last Summer. It’s all very 
experimental, with a star-studded 
lineup of who’s who on the 
London club and performance 
scene; Moa Johansson, John 
Sizzle, Giorgio Spiegelfeld, 
Jonny Woo, Little Jimmy 
Johnson and me! Who knew? 
The nerves are kicking in! 
Additional film installation from 
Jeffrey Hinton, and styled up by 
Max Allen in charge of the drag 
wardrobe btw. Starting at 7.30pm 
on 20th, 22nd, 27th 28th, 29th 
and 30th July. See you there!

# J U L I A S A Y S . . .
b y  P r i n c e s s  Ju li a

Meat Boys

D O M  P O P

b y  D o m  To p

H ITS,  BITS  &  S H ITS

The final member of Girls Aloud to go solo is The Sun’s favourite 
‘Caner of the Year’ Sarah Harding, and, well… You tried it, Saz. To 
nobody’s surprise, it’s crap. The track (‘song’ is too generous a term) 
entitled ‘Threads’ consists of every trend in pop from the last ten years 
or more, including horrendous abuse of Auto-Tune, some dubstep-lite 
breakdown, a bizarre chanted “chorus” and Harding’s foghorn voice 
blaring through all of it like a seal pup getting clubbed to death. Best 
leave the solo stuff to the singers eh, Sarah? Sign yourself up for another 
season of Dating in the Dark and be done with it. That or head back 
to the Rovers Return. I think we can safely say that The Bum Note will 
remain the best thing you’ve ever done.

Moving on to actually decent songs and la princesa chiquita Selena 
Gomez has slung out another corker. She’s over Baby Beiber and 
his disappointing arse (seriously, that kid had one chance to redeem his 
existence, but that butt looks like a sad child with mumps), gifting us with 
total-fuck-tune ‘Good For You’. Open all the windows, whip down your 
knicks and roll around the wetroom with whatever guapo is currently 
tickling your pickle. Sluts, this is your song of the summer.

Fifth Harmony have taken full advantage of having multiple bi-lingual 
members by re-recording their latest single ‘Worth It’ in Spanish. Titled 
‘Dame Esta Noche’ it’s a nice adaptation. Though the lack of translation 
for Kid Ink’s rap verse strikes us as lazy, making it seem more like a quick 
cash-in on the Spanish-speaking market than an actual artistic choice. 
Next time girls, get the flower of Sabadell, La Pelopony, on the remix. 
Mi corazón knows how to spit a verse en español. Oh well, at least they 
didn’t involve Sr. Calvo himself, Pitbull. DALE! No, wait, DON’T.

Sarah Harding
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Theatre
Positive
Park Theatre, Clifton Terrace, N4 3JP. 
7:45pm, Tuesday – Saturday til’ 01/08/15. 
Tickets £18, £15 concessions.

A R T S   b y  D yla n  Jo n e s

As soon as the lights dimmed 
and the first knells of ‘Til The 
World Ends’ by Britney Spears 
filled Park Theatre’s auditorium, it 
was clear that this play was going 
to be FUN.

The concept of a fun play 
about being HIV positive is 
unorthodox, but that’s the point. 
And it is executed flawlessly 
by way of a brilliant script and 
an effortlessly charming cast, 
managing to be respectful 
and appropriate without being 
preachy or threatening. 

Lead character Benji (Timothy 
George) has been living with HIV 
for a year and we’re thrown into 
his life midway through a night 
out at a Soho bar that’s open 
on Sunday nights, serves super 
cheap drinks and is populated by 
a mix of young twinky students 
and old men. HMMM. Wonder 
where THAT could be?

We rapidly meet the 
gaggle of increasingly neurotic 
characters surrounding him, 

from his perpetually panicked 
best friend Nikki (played with 
brilliant awkwardness by Nathalie 
Barclay), to his hilarious, plummy-
posh mother (Sally George). 

The undisputed highlight 
though is love interest Matt, 
played by Shaun Kitchener. His 
comic timing and slightly madcap 
sardonic sarcasm is perfection, 
as is the chemistry between he 
and Benji.  

Kitchener also wrote the 
play and should be proud of his 
achievement. It’s truly a tipping 
point, one of the first of many 
signifiers of changing attitudes 
towards HIV. Sensitive issues were 
covered with impressive insight 
and confidence, and there were 
enough irreverent laughs in there 
to keep it from being too trite or 
saccharine.  

The feel is very mainstream, 
and that’s certainly not meant as 
a criticism; making a play about 
being HIV positive mainstream 
is a hell of an achievement. The 

comic tone and very British, 
farcical nature is reminiscent of 
perkily middle-class BBC sitcoms 
like Miranda or My Family.

That is EXACTLY what’s 
needed. These days it’s not East 
London club kids, or drag queens, 
or left-wing literati that need to 
see these things. We already 
know. It’s your mate’s mum Carol 
that needs to see it. It’s your best 
girlfriend Charlotte who wears 

gladiator sandals and watches 
Geordie Shore. It’s your straight 
friend Clive who works in the City 
and lives in Clapham. 

Positive doesn’t just break 
down stigmas, it brushes them 
aside like dry leaves. The 
message comes through loud 
and clear. Being uptight about 
HIV is like Britney’s 2007 VMA 
performance; lazy, outdated and 
not properly thought through.
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highly electric atmosphere. Open 
7 days. 
Stripladz at Fitladz East at 117 Char-
terhouse St, 69 Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, EC1M 6AA. 10pm-3am. 
Amateur strip contest with Jason 
Prince and Matt Unique

BARS & CABARET
CJ Live on Piano at BJ’s White Swan 
556 Commercial Road, E14 7JD. 
5pm-2am. Open Mic night followed 
by DJ Demon
 Circa, 62 Frith Street, Soho, W1. 
4pm-4am. Soho’s intimate but 
packed-out bar/club spot with the 
most amazing DJ booth in town. 
 Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. From 8pm. 
Weekly dance session at the popular 
Soho bar. 
Dr Woof’s Thursday Surgery at Kazbar, 
50 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL. 
4pm-3am. Free. Dr Woof presents 
his weekly cabaret turn at the funky 
Clapham bar.
Tasty Tim’s Takeover Comptons of 
Soho at 51-53 Old Compton Street, 
Soho, W1D 6HN. 12pm-midnight. 
One of Soho’s best loved traditional 
gay pubs, always busy and always 
friendly and always fun. DJ Tasty 
Tim plays the delicious tunes.
Zeeteah Massiah and the Disciples at 
the Hippodrome at Leicester Square, 
WC2H 7JH. 8pm Sensations jazz, 
blues and soul. Tickets from £15. 
Followed by Baby Grand Live at 
11:30pm. London’s biggest night 
out. From £15. 
Two Brewers, 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. Bar open 4pm-
2am. FREE b4 10pm, £3 after. 
Popular South London cabaret/
club spot. 
Gossip at West 5, Pope’s Lane, South 
Ealing, W5 4NB. Open from 8pm. 

THURSDAY 16TH JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS

Clam Jam at Dalston Superstore, 
117 Kingsland High St, E8 2PB. 
9pm-2:30am. Free. The Premiere 
Thursday night for lesbians and their 
gay boyfriends.  
Trash Fahsion at Vogue Fabrics, 66 
Stoke Newington Road, Dalston, 
N16 7XB. 9pm-1am. FREE b4 
11pm/£5 after, NUS £3. The 
Dalston basement of decadent disco 
invites all students for a night of 
pished revelry.
G-A-Y Porn Idol with guest judge 
JuJuBee at Heaven, Villiers Street, 
WC2N 6NG. 10pm-5am. Dis-
count wristbands from G-A-Y Bar. 
London’s biggest amateur strip 
night. Get yer kit off and win £100 
TONIGHT, or £1000 in the final. To 
enter email info@g-a-y.co.uk or text 
07789 553 868. TONIGHT: Guest 
judge JuJuBee
Grunge at East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 10.30pm-
late. 90s theme pop and anthems 
night with alt. cabaret, messy drag 
queens and club kidz.
Ted’s TV/TS Night at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 7pm-2am. 
£5. The night for fellas in frocks and 
their admirers. 
KINK ‘JOCKS’ at Eagle London, 349 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5QY. 9pm-3am. £3 entry, free entry 
for members. Hot tunes, play area 
and you might get laid. TONIGHT: 
get kinky in your jockstrap. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, Leices-
ter Square, WC2. 6pm-3am. FREE. 
Pop sounds and floor fillers. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, off 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 11pm-
3am. Hot pop sounds get played 
out across the club, drink specials, 
cute guys and an almost unrivalled 

9pm-3am. Free b4 11pm/£5 after. 
TONIGHT: Mchl Kelly is back for 
another round of queer electro 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm, £5 
after. Pop perfection and hot floor 
fillers as Ku’s hot 3 spin the tunes in 
its downstairs basement club spot. 
G-A-Y Camp Attack at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 11pm-4am. 
FREE with wristband from G-A-Y Bar. 
Room 1 plays 70s, 80s, 90s, 00-05. 
Rm 2 is ‘05 to present day. Musical 
theme sing-along in Rm 3 and Life 
Before R&B (i.e. Rihanna & Beyonce) 
with classic R&B in Room 4.
A:M at Protocol, 6a South Lambeth 
Place, SW8 1SP. 11pm-11am. £4 
before 1am, £8 b4 6am with QX 
ADVERT/NUS/Conc, £13 others. 
The original Saturday morning 
afterhours beast that continues to 
light up the weekend early spinning 
out boomin’ house beats across two 
rooms. 
Men Inc. at Eagle London, 349 Ken-
nington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-3am. Free b4 10pm, £5 after. 
Free for Eagle/Paris Gym members 
before midnight. Sexy social night 
night with men of all kinds; lads, 
rugby players, daddies and more! 
Free mega-buffet, free shots, big 
tunes and BEER. Get involved!
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
7.30pm-3am. Hot pop sounds, 
drink specials, cute guys and a pop 
perfect atmosphere. 

BARS & CABARET 
 Two Brewers, 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. 10pm-4am. FREE 
b4 10pm, £7 after. South London’s 
legendary club, bar and cabaret 
spot.

FREE. Ealing’s hugely popular club, 
bar and cabaret spot. 
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, 
Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. Popular 
central London karaoke fun with 
Kevin Walsh.  Showtime at 8pm. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last entry 
1am. Soho’s multi-floored gay 
wonder. 
Queer Question Time: Pride RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. 7pm-11:30pm, Free. A live 
political debate from Vauxhall 
chaired by the wonderful Stewart 
Whoo.
Quiz Night at The City of Quebec at 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, 
W1H 7AF. 12pm-3am. 

FRIDAY 17TH JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS

Fitladz East at 117 Charterhouse St, 
69 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, 
EC1M 6AA. 10pm-6am. Fitladz 
club spunktacular.
Le Coq Discoteque at East Bloc, 217 
City Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-6am. £5 before midnight, 
£8 after. A mash-up of pop edits, 
disco, Italo, house classics, 90s 
anthems.
Not Suitable For Work at The Glory, 
281 Kingsland Road, E2 8AS. Doors 
7:30pm. £5. With a pub vibe 
upstairs from 5pm, there’s a queer 
basement disco downstairs from 
10pm. TONIGHT: Not Suitable For 
Work featuring Dom Top and hosted 
by Trashbag Trish
Lotus Eaterz Discotheque at Vogue 
Fabrics, 66 Stoke Newington Road, 
Dalston, N16 7XB. 10pm-3am. £5. 
TONIGHT: Lotus Eaterz Discotheque
Shake Yer Dix at Dalston Superstore, 
117 Kingsland High St, E8 2PB. 

M U S T S  &  M A Y B E S16 July -
22 July

Y o u r  g u i d e  t o  t h e  w e e k ’ s  b e s t  B A R ,  C L U B  &  C A B A R E T  e v e n t s  i n  L o n d o n



Finger in the Pie Showcase Cabaret at 
RVT, 372 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5HY. 7pm-7;30pm. £12. 
TONIGHT: Finger in the Pie Show-
case Cabaret followed by Hot Fuzz, 
10pm-4qm, £5 all night
Funky Friday at BJ’s White Swan 556 
Commercial Road, E14 7JD. 5pm-
4am. TONIGHT: Lola Lasagne
Ku Bar Soho, 25 Frith Street, WC1D 
5LB. Open ‘til 3am. Ku Bar’s little 
brother stretches across two floors 
for that perfect Soho warm-up 
drinking session and a little dance 
with downstairs DJs.  
West 5 at South Ealing, Pope’s Lane, 
W5 4NB. The popular West London 
club, bar and cabaret spot, with 
added Piano Lounge fun. 
Official Fetish Week Dinner at Counter, 
South Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, 
SW8 1SR. 6:30pm-9:30pm. 
TONIGHT: Dare to dine with devi-
ants? Followed by Friday Night Fever, 
9pm-1am
Friday Night Live at Halfway 2 Heav-
en, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. 9pm-3am. The 
central London cabaret hot spot. 
TONIGHT: Dolly Diamond at 10pm
Sarah-Jane Morris at the Hippodrome 
at Leicester Square, WC2H 7JH. 
8pm. Tickets from £15.  British Soul, 
Jazz & RnB singer Sarah Jane Morris 
performs at the Hippodrome. 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
9pm-2am. The grand dame of 
Soho. 
Karaoke at Central Station at 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings Cross, N1 
9SD. Open from 6pm til 3am or 
later... FREE The super-friendly Kings 
Cross bar. DJs ‘til late. Hosted by DJ 
Chris Reardon
New Bloomsbury Set at 76 March-
mont Street, Bloomsbury, WC1N 
1AG. 4pm-11.30pm. London’s only 
21+ bar! for the more social gays 
around the Kings Cross/Bloomsbury 
area and those after a refreshing 
new experience. 
Camp As Hits at The City of Quebec, 

12 Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, 
W1H 7AF. 12pm-3am. Venerable 
institution of the gay scene rocks out 
some pop classics for an evening 
of fun. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. Midday-3am. Last entry 
2am. FREE b4 10.30pm. Four floors 
of fun! DJs spin a blend of commer-
cial, house, pop and chart remixes. 
Guilty pleasures upstairs. 
Circa at 62 Frith Street, Soho, W1D 
3JN. 4pm-4am. Soho’s intimate but 
packed-out bar/club spot watches 
Munroe Bergdorf and friends werq 
the floor! 

SATURDAY 18TH JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS

XXL at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, 
Southwark, SE1 9UF. 10pm-7am. 
£15 guests, £8 members. Big, bear 
night that’s open to anyone in vast 
super club Pulse. With resident DJs 
Christian M, Joe Egg and co. Plus, 
chill space and cruise zone.
KuKlub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. The party continues in 
Ku’s basement club with hot pop 
and floor fillers from the DJs
Savage at Metropolis Strip Club, 
235 Cambridge Heath Road, E2 
9NN. 11pm-5am. £5. A new weekly 
Saturday club night from the Sink 
The Pink crew. DJs on rotation Raf 
Daddy, Jonjo Jury, Josh You Are, 
Gaff-E, Severino and more at this 
bonkers venue.
Cheap n Greek Vogue Fabrics, 66 Stoke 
Newington Road, Dalston, N16 
7XB. 10pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm/£5 
after, NUS £3. TONIGHT: Cheap n 
Greek hosted by Greek Amantopet
Papercut at Dalston Superstore, 117 
Kingsland High St, E8 2PB. 9pm-
late. Free before 10pm/£6 after. 
TONIGHT: Miltos B & Wandson 
Maxx are ready for more summer 
techno deviancy
The Glory, 281 Kingsland Road, 
Haggerston, E2 8AS. Doors 5pm, 
show 9pm, club 10pm-2am. Free 

b4 9pm, £5 afterThe new Fag-
gerston super-pub from Jonny Woo 
and John Sizzle hosts cabaret on the 
ground floor and goes clubby in the 
basement. 
G-A-Y presents Nick Jonas at Heaven, 
Villiers Street, WC2N 6NG. 10pm-
5am. Discount wristbands from 
G-A-Y Bar. The palace of pop and 
quite possibly the world’s most 
famous gay club. TONIGHT: Special 
Guest Nick Jonas
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, off 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 11pm-
3am. Hot pop sounds, drink spe-
cials, cute guys and a pop perfect 
atmosphere. 
Fitladz East at 117 Charterhouse St, 
69 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, 
EC1M 6AA. 10pm-6am. The search 
for the face of Fitladz is on.
Skinhead Eagle London, 349 Kenning-
ton Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 3pm-
9pm, tickets from £8. TONIGHT: 
FWL Official event – Skinhead party 
for all horny skins. Followed by Black 
Eagle – Red Light, 9pm-4am free 
before 10pm for members, £5 after, 
£6 OTD, £8 after midnight.
The Bootylicious Birthday Party at 
Brixton Electric Town Hall Parade, 
Brixton, SW2 1RJ, £8 before 1am. 
TONIGHT: The Bootylicious Birthday 
Party
Blocheads at East Bloc, 217 City Road, 
Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 10.30pm-
6am. £5 before midnight, £10 
after. With New York guest Steven 
Amoroso
Helmet Club at Klub Trop, 182 Stoke 
Newington Road, N16 7UY, 10pm 
– 2am Lock in. Members £5, Guests 
£7. TONIGHT: Hard core dance 
action and homo-socialism. 
Beefy-Tea at The Magic Roundabout, 
Old Street Roundabout, EC1Y 1BE, 
£5 advanced tickets, MOTD. The 
Magic Roundabout is about to get 
an extra sprinkling of BRUT fairy 
dust as Beefy Tea takes over Old 
Street.
Sweatbox Foam Party at 1-2 Ramilies 
Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 24 hours. 

24hr pass £17, 48hr pass £19. Un-
wind and release some tension after 
a stressy week with the all the fun 
of the foam at Sweatbox’s original 
weekly party. 

BARS & CABARET 
Duckie RVT, 372 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5HY. 9pm-2am, £6. 
TONIGHT: Duckie’s flag ship rock 
‘n’ roll honky tonk
SaturGay at BJ’s White Swan 556 
Commercial Road, E14 7JD. 
9pm-5am. Free entry b4 10:30pm. 
TONIGHT: Sugar with DJ Stevie Tee
Happy Birthday! At West 5 at South 
Ealing, Pope’s Lane, W5 4NB. 
7pm-3am. The popular West 
London club, bar and cabaret spot, 
with added Piano Lounge fun. 
TONIGHT: celebrating 17 years of 
cabaret with over 20 acts.
Rose Gardens Saturday Market slash 
Swap Shop at Halfway 2 Heaven, 7 
Duncannon St, WC2N 4JF. Open 
‘til 3am. Rose Garden and DJ Little 
John from 4pm. Showtime at 5pm.
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. 8pm-mid-
night. Cabaret: 8.45pm. Free. Local 
gay bar in East London’s Limehouse. 
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. Cabaret and club-
bing ‘til late at the famous venue. 
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open 
‘til 4am. FREE b4 10pm. Cabaret 
then DJs ‘til late. TONIGHT: Lola 
Lasagne
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
5pm-2am. The grand dame of Soho 
pulling in a more blokey crowd. 
Ku Bar Lisle Street, Chinatown, 
WC2H 7BA. 8pm-3am. One of 
London’s hottest gay bars and clubs, 
with the hottest boys both behind the 
bar and in front of it, stretching over 
three floors. 
New Bloomsbury Set at 76 March-
mont Street, Bloomsbury, WC1N 
1AG. 4pm-11.30pm. Open seven 
days a week for the more social 
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gays around the Kings Cross/
Bloomsbury area and those after a 
refreshing new experience. London’s 
only 21+ bar!
Kazbar presents Push Push at 50 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL. 
4pm-1am. Free entry. Funky 
Clapham bar with stylish swish. 
Counter and BackCOUNTER South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1SR. 
11am-late. Serving brunch ‘til 5pm, 
with Lady Diamond in residence 
1-4pm. Open ‘til late for cocktails 
and food. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. Midday-3am. Last entry 
2am. FREE b4 10.30pm. Four floors 
of fun! DJs spin a blend of commer-
cial, house, pop and chart remixes. 
Guilty pleasures upstairs.  
Pick N Mix at The City of Quebec, 12 
Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, 
W1H 7AF. 12pm-3am. Top tunes 
and late night fun at the legendary 
gay boozer near Marble Arch.
 Ku Bar Soho at 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. 12 midday-late. Perfect 
for that Soho warm-up drinking 
session and cheeky dance with 
downstairs DJs.  
 G-A-Y Bar at 30 Old Compton 
Street, Soho, W1D 4UR. Midday-
Midnight. FREE. Soho’s palace of 
pop with the hottest videos screened 
out across the venue, great drinks 
deals and discount entry wristbands 
for G-A-Y @ Heaven. 
Circa at 62 Frith Street, Soho, W1D 
3JN. 8pm to 5am,
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, Soho, 
W1D 7PL. Midday til Late. FREE. 
Renowned as one of Soho’s most 
unique and popular destination 
venues, with terrific outdoor space. 

SUNDAY 19TH JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS

MSC London Leather Market & Kit Sale 
at Eagle London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 1pm-
5pm. Followed by Horse Meat Disco 
8pm -3am. £6. The HMD gym-
khana continues to shake Vauxhall 
down every week.
Sunday Social at the RVT at Royal 
Vauxhall Tavern, 372 Kennington 
Lane, SE11 5HY. 3pm-3am. £6. All 
new afternoon/evening clubbing 
session slot playing huge dance 
anthems with cabaret shows. Simon 
Le Vans and co. play you anthems 
to spice up your Sunday, while Myra 
DuBois gives you world class caba-
ret at 5:30pm.
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, off 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 11pm-
3am. Hot pop sounds get played 
out across the club, drink specials, 
cute guys and an almost unrivalled 
highly electric atmosphere. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 
30 Lisle Street, Leicester Square, 
WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE. The party 
continues in Ku’s basement club with 
classic 80s, 90s and 00s tracks from 
DJ Pablo and the lovely Lady Lloyd. 
Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland 
High St, E8 2PB. 9pm-3am. Free 
before 10pm/£6 after. 
Orange at Fire, South Lambeth Road, 
Vauxhall, SW8 1RT. 9pm-8am. £7 
before 1am with ad/flyer/conces-
sion/NUS card. The weekend ends 
here with funked-up house sounds 
from the resident disc jocks. 
Rock Queer at Fat Gay Vegan, 43 
Tulse Hill, Brixton, SW2 2TJ , 1pm-
7am. Free. Alternative rock and 
indie day club for LGBT Londoners 
and friends.  
Beyond (afterhours) at Ministry. 103 
Gaunt Street, SE1 6DP, 5:30am-late. 
London’s finest after hours moves to 
the world’s most famous club.
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BARS & CABARET
CK Sunday Halfway 2 Heaven at 7 
Duncannon Street, Charing Cross, 
WC2N 4JF. Open ‘til 11pm. Hello 
Dolly with Crystal D’Canter and 
Kelly Mild from 4pm with special 
guest Dolly Diamond.
Leather Social’s 2nd Birthday at 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
5pm-2am. The grand dame of Soho 
pulling in a more blokey crowd. 
George & Dragon at 2 Blackheath Hill, 
SE10. 8pm-2am. FREE. The friendly 
Greenwich local. The Duchess hosts 
the weekly Piano Bar with Ian Parker 
on the keys. 
New Bloomsbury Set at 76 Marchmont 
Street, Bloomsbury, WC1N 1AG. 4pm-
11.30pm London’s only 21+ bar! 
for the more social gays around 
the Kings Cross/Bloomsbury area 
and those after a refreshing new 
experience. 
Power of Three at the Two Brewers at 
114 Clapham High Street, SW4 
7UJ. 4pm-2am. FREE b4 8pm, £3 
after. South London’s legendary 
club, bar and cabaret spot. TO-
NIGHT: starring Miss Jason La Voix 
and Sandra
The Imperial Arms at 8 Lillie Road, 
SW6 1TU. From 7pm. Making West 
London queerer! Nye & Jimmy 
welcome all to their new venue in 
Fulham. 
The Roebuck at 84 Ashmole Street, 
SW8 1NE. New gay venue in the 
Oval area. Serving top Sunday 
Roast every week. 
Miss Hope Springs at the Hippodrome 
at Leicester Square, WC2H 7JH. 
7pm. £15. London’s biggest night 
out. TONIGHT: Miss Hope Springs
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open 
‘til 4am. FREE b4 10pm. Cabaret 
then DJs ‘til late. 
Davina Sparkle at the Old Ship at 17 
Barnes Street, Limehouse, E14 7NW. 
8pm-midnight. Cabaret: 8pm. Free. 
Local gay bar in East London’s Lime-
house. TONIGHT: Davina Sparkle
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last entry 
1am. Soho’s multi-floored gay 
wonder. Ground floor DJs spin top 
40 and radio edit chart dance and 
commercial and chart R’n’B on the 
2nd floor. 
The City of Quebec at 12 Old Quebec 
Street, Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. 
12pm-1am. Legendary gay boozer 
near Marble Arch features weekly 
cabaret. 
#LOVEHangover at Circa at 62 Frith 
Street, Soho, W1D 3JN. 4pm-4am. 
Soho’s intimate but packed-out 
bar/club spot with the most amaz-
ing DJ booth in town. Disco Clas-
sics, pop and sexual sounds with 
Jonathan Bestley.
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West 5 at Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, 
W5 4NB. 7pm-late. FREE. West Lon-
don’s giant club/bar/cabaret home 
invites you to chill out here. 
Brunch By Request at Counter, South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1SR. 
12pm-3pm. The funniest brunch 
this side of Bleecker Street. Followed 
by Rubber Relax at BackCounter, 
4pm-7pm and So Sunday Sunday, 
6pm-12am. 
Kazbar presents Flow at 50 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UL. 12pm-12am. 
Free entry. Funky Clapham bar 
with stylish swish. Nu disco, funky 
and deep house from DJ Eduardo 
Hererra.

MONDAY 20TH JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS 

Popcorn at Heaven, Villiers Street, 
WC2N 6NG. 11pm-5.30am. £5 
b4 1am, £8 after, Last admission 
3:30am. FREE with wristbands 
from G-A-Y Bar b4 1am. Massive 
mixed mash-up with four rooms of 
top sounds, from upfront, progres-
sive house to chart hits, via R&B 
tuneage.
RuPaul’s Drag Race hosted by Meth 
followed by Hot ‘N’ Hairy vs Bear 
Hole  ‘Locker Room’ at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. Free before 
10pm, £5 incl. drink and coat 
check. New night hosted by Luis 
and the very hairy Dave The Bear.
Hard-Up Mondays at Sweatbox, 1-2 
Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 
24 hours. Under 25s FREE all day, 
£16 others. Finding Mondays hard 
to handle? Relieve the pressure 
with this discounted day for under 
25s (ID required) at Soho’s only 
gay sauna. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. 
FREE. DJs play the weekend out on 
a wave of hot pop. 
Desire (Tuesday morning) at Union, 
66 Albert Embankment, Vauxhall, 
SE1 7TP. 1am-11am. Monday’s 
guilty pleasure: a 10-hour house 
music marathon with scene favou-
rites Alan K and Steven Geller.  

BARS & CABARET 
Comptons Say’s Relax Comptons of 
Soho at 51-53 Old Compton Street, 
Soho, W1D 6HN. 12pm-11.30pm. 
The real queen of Soho. Bar £2.50 
on popular drinks from 5pm. Play-
ing the best of the 70’s, 80’s and 
90’s.
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon St. WC2. 
7.30pm. Karaoke with singer Kevin 
Walsh on hosting duties. 
Karaoke at The City of Quebec, 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. From 9pm. Chris 
Reardon hosts the singing fun at the 
famous gay boozer in Marble Arch. 
Mrs Moore at Two Brewers at 114 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ, 
5pm-2am, £3 after 10pm. The 
landmark south London cabaret, 
bar and club. 
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Local gay bar 
in East London’s Limehouse. 
The Big Bingo Show at The RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. 7pm – 12am Free Entry, £1 
per game. Timberlina with Hey 
Baylen bring you bingo-cabaret-
mayhem at the Royal Vauxhall 
Tavern every Monday

TUESDAY 21ST JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS

Summer Screen Party at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. 
Free. Cruise spaces to explore with 
darker, deeper beats to play to.  
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, off 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 11pm-
3am. The weekend begins early or 
finishes late to a melodious mix of 
classic chart pop and current hits.

BARS & CABARET
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 4pm-late. Last entry 
1am. Soho’s multi-floored gay 
wonder. 
Bar Wotever at The RVT, 372 Ken-
nington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5HY. 
7pm-midnight. £5. Genderbending 
cabaret, live music and performance 
at the monumental Vauxhall Tavern. 

Miss Jason at The City of Quebec, 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble 
Arch, W1H 7AF. Showtime 10pm. 
The legendary gay pub in the heart 
of London presents a new show to 
dispel your mid-week blues with 
cabaret from Miss Jason.
Tango nights at the Hippodrome 
at Leicester Square, WC2H 7JH. 
8pm. £12. Immerse yourself in 
the atmosphere of Buenos Aires, 
brought to you by Tango-Ar Dance 
Company. 
Cocktail Masterclass witnh ABSOLUT 
Vodka at Counter, South Lam-
beth Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1SR. 
7:30pm-9:30pm. TONIGHT: learn 
the trade secrets from the experts.
Karaoke Two Brewers, 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. Bar open 4pm-
2am. FREE b4 10pm, £3 after. 
Popular South London cabaret/club 
spot. Karaoke hosted by  
Kevin Walsh.
Industry with Sam DMS Circa, 62 Frith 
Street, Soho, W1D 3JN. Open ‘til 
1am. Soho’s intimate but packed-
out bar/club spot with the most 
amazing DJ booth in town. 
The Old Ship – Quiz Night at 17 
Barnes Street, Limehouse, E14 
7NW. 9.30pm. Local gay bar in 
East London’s Limehouse. 

WEDNESDAY 22ND JULY
CLUBS & EVENTS

XXL at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, South-
wark, SE1 9UF. 9pm-3am. £15 
guests, £8 members. Midweek griz-
zly fun for bears and their admirers.
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE. 
The party continues ‘til late in the Ku 
basement. 

BARS & CABARET
VIV GROSKOP – Say Sorry To The Lady 
at The RVT, 372 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5HY. 7pm. £5. 
TONIGHT: stand up show about the 
great British cult of apology
Mary Mac’s Mastermind at West 5, 
Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, W5 4NB. 
Open from 8pm. FREE. Mary Mac 
presents her inimitable quiz. 

OPENING HOURS
MON-THURS 12PM-2AM

FRI-SAT 12PM-3AM
SUN 12PM-1AM

NEAREST TUBE: MARBLE ARCH

@cityofquebecW1H
facebook.com/CityOfQuebec

LOLA LASAGNE 

12 Old Quebec Street
Marble Arch, London W1H 7AF

TEL: 020 7629 6159

MON 20TH JULY
9pm

      HOSTED BY  
Chris Reardon

FRI 17TH JULY 
10pm ‘til 3am

THURS 6TH AUGUST

Camp As Hits
DJ STEVIE JAMES  
IN THE CLUB BAR

SAT 18TH JULY
DJ STEVIE JAMES 
IN THE CLUB BAR

LOLA LASAGNE

First Thursday of every month

MONTHLY QUIZ
NIGHT WITH 

tthhth

ZZ

SONNY

SUN 19TH JULY
9pm

TUES 21ST JULY





Wanna get down and dirty? 
Download the ‘QX Gay London’ iPhone app from the app store now and get yerself sorted!

cruisy dark areas.
Cruise/Darkroom at Ted’s 
Place, 305a North End Road, 
W14 9NS. 7pm-midnight. 
£3. Horny night in the cruisey 
basement club in West 
London.
Vault: Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
1pm-1am. £7 b4 7pm/£8 
after. Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Horny cruise 
spot minute’s from the West 
End. 
The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
10pm-3am. Sweat vs Oi M8. 
Dresscode: Leather, rubber, 
nasty pig, sports, industrial, 
uniform or jock boots and 
socks.

SATURDAY 18TH JULY

Full Fetish London 
at Coronet Theatre, 28 
New Kent Road, SE21 
6TJ. 10pm-6am. £25 
advance/£50 VIP. Recon’s 
international fetish party 
returns to the Coronet. The 
team continues to introduce 
new and exciting elements 
to the event to enhance 
your fetish experience and 
exceed your every fetish 
expectation. The cruising 
areas evolve every year. 
There’s an incredible line-up 
of international DJs setting 
the stage for an amazing 
sound and light show on the 
largest fetish dancefloor in 
London.
SATURDAYNIGHT at 
The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 

10pm-4am. £12.50 The 
anti-dance party of the year! 
2 arches, the world’s biggest 
wet area. Live performances 
by Armin Berlin and Larry 
Bucks. Exclusive SBN 
naughty zone.
Rubber Gear Party 
at Union, 66 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 
7TP. 6pm-11pm. £12. No 
fetish event would be complete 
without a dedicated Rubber 
Gear Party for you sleazy 
rubber and latex pups and 
pervs. STRICT DRESS CODE.
Skinhead at Eagle London 
349 Kennington Lane, 
SE22 5QY. 3pm-9pm. £8. 
Dresscode: Skin gear and 
boots. Recon brings back the 
sleaziest skinhead party in 
London. Outdoor BBQ too.
Mastery Classic at MA1 
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THURSDAY 16TH JULY
The Official Recon 
Sports Party at The Hoist, 
10pm-4am, dress sports 
and jocks. at Arches 47b & 
47c, South Lambeth Road, 
Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. Shoot, 
score or just play with some 
balls, it’s offical Recon sports 
party! Wash your kit. Or 
don’t. Your choice.
Fitladz East at 117 
Charterhouse St, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, 
EC1M 6AA. 10pm-4am. 
The fittest lads have hit 
Farringdon in a brand 
new sexy bar, with all the 
facilities you need to have 
fun. TONIGHT: Stripladz 
competition to find the face 
of Fitladz!
Cruise Control at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-late. £3 entry, free for 
members. Cruise spaces to 
explore with darker, deeper 
beats to play to.  
The Underground Club, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
Underwear fun. SPANKZ 
(6pm-10pm) CP night for 
rougher, tougher play. 
Followed by COME TO 
DADDY (10pm-2am).
Mastery Cigar at MA1 
Backstreet, Wentworth Mews, 
Mile End, E3 4UA. 8pm-late. 
£10 members, £15 guests. 
Join CigarMaster Brew 
Hunter and London’s hottest 
cigar daddies, bois, slaves, 
pubs and ashtrays. 

FRIDAY 17TH JULY  
Into the Tank at Fire 
39 Parry Street, Vauxhall, 
London, SW8 1RT. 
10pm-4am. £10. Recon and 
Sleazy Madrid present a FWL 
edition of Spains fittest and 
filthiest party.
Fetish Week Dinner at 
Counter, Arch 50, South 
Lambeth Road, SW8 1SP, 
6:30pm-9:30pm Tickets 
£50. Sumptuous three course 
Fetish Week menu created 

exclusively for the event, 
plus pre-drinks reception. 
Dress code: Nipples okay, 
no crack.
Fetish in the Mix at The 
Hoist at Arch 47c, South 
Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, 
SW8 1RH. 10pm-3am. 
Dresscode: Leather, rubber, 
sports, skins, industrial or 
jock boots and jocks. Plus: 
Berlin Dungeon Master 
exclusive play zone
Fitladz East at 117 
Charterhouse St, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, 
EC1M 6AA. 10pm-6am. 
The fittest lads have hit 
Farringdon in a brand 
new sexy bar, with all the 
facilities you need to have 
fun. TONIGHT: Friday Night 
Spunktacular
FWL Soho Social at 
Comptons of Soho 51-53 
Old Compton Street, Soho, 
W1D 6HN. 6pm. Free entry. 
Join your friends in the 
upstairs bar for Fetish Week’s 
official meet and greet. No 
dresscode but gearing up is 
encouraged!
Mastery Cruise at MA1 
Backstreet, Wentworth 
Mews, Mile End, E3 4UA. 
10pm-late. £10 members, 
£15 guests. Mastery’s 
sleaziest cruise night returns 
with an appetite for hungry 
gimps and fetish pigs, 
handcuffs, gags, collars, 
cuffs, chains and plugs.
Suited at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile End, 
E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. £6 
members, £5 b4 6:30pm. 
Suit party. Strict dresscode 
of suit/tie. Dark rooms, 
smoking terrace, full bar
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1pm-6pm) then buckle 
down for FETISH BOUND 
(7pm-Midnight) £6, No Dress 
Code, meet guys into feet, 
socks and footwear. REMIX 
(12pm-3am) FREE, with DJs 
an electric atmosphere and 

Get Your Rocks Off
LISTINGS INCLUDING 

FETISH WEEK LONDON

CHARIOTS 
Situated in four prime locations around the capital, Chariots is the undisputed emperor of 
London’s sauna empire! More steam, towels and muscles than you can shake a locker key at!
Shoreditch: 1 Fairchild St, EC2A 3NS.
12 midday – 8am Monday to Thursday, 12 midday – 9pm Friday to Sunday.
£19 entry. 
Vauxhall: Rail Arches 63-64, Albert Embankment SE1.
12 midday – 8am Monday to Thursday, then 12 midday Friday til’ 8am Monday.
 £19 entry. 
Waterloo: 101 Lower Marsh, SE1 7AB.
24 hours all week. 
£14 entry. 
Streatham: Rear of 292 Streatham High Road, SW16 6HG. 
11am – midnight Monday to Thursday, then 11am Friday til’ midnight Sunday.
£15 entry.

PLEASUREDROME
Widely regarded as the city’s most famous sauna, providing fun in a clean and classy 
environment!
124 Cornwall Road, SE1 8XE
24 hours all week. 
£17 entry, £12 under 25’s with proof of age. 

STABLE
29 Endell St, WC2H 9BA
Sexy steamy fun tucked away in the heart of London’s classiest shopping district. Who’d 
have thought it! 
11:30am – 11:30pm Monday to Friday, 12:00 midday – 23:30pm Saturday, 12:00 
midday – 22:00pm Sunday. 
£17 entry, £10 before 1pm or anytime for under 25’s. 

LOCKER ROOM
8 Cleaver St, SE11 4DP
Cosy sauna in a convenient corner of Kennington. Lock yourself into the Locker Room for 
fun and frolics. 
11am – midnight Monday to Thursday, 24 hours Friday – Sunday (closes midnight 
Sunday). 
£12 entry, £10 before 1pm, £18 weekend pass. 

SWEATBOX
1 – 2 Ramillies Street, W1F 7LN.
Soho’s only sauna attracts a young hot crowd with its ambient lighting and under 25 
discounts. There’s even a mirrored room! Scintillating.
24 hours all week. £17 entry, £10 for under 25’s. 

LONDON SAUNA GUIDE



members, £9 guests. Horny, 
naked cruise party. Dark 
rooms, smoking terrace, 
full bar
 Vault: Underwear/
Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
UNDERWEAR (1-7pm. £7). 
CRUISE (7pm-1am. £8). 
Free drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Just pants b4 7pm, 
then cruise ‘til late. 
S.O.P. at The Underground 
Club, Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. 1pm-midnight. 
£7. Yellow fun for waterworks 
fans. 

MONDAY 20TH JULY
TV/TS Admirers & Gay at 
Ted’s Place, 305a North End 
Rd, W14. 7pm-midnight. £3. 
Night for lovers of trans, drag 
and gay beauties. Something 
for everyone!
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at Vault, 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. CRUISE 
(1-7pm. £7). STRIPPED 
(7pm-1am. £8). Free drink, 
cloakroom and re-entry. 
Horny cruise session first 
before naked time (except 
footwear).
The Underground Club 
at Central Station, 37 

Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
BUTT NAKED (6pm-10pm) 
Strip down and get off with 
like-minded guys. HARD 
CRUZ (10pm-1am, free entry) 
Hard cruzing for horny guyz.

TUESDAY 21ST JULY
Underwear/Naked at 
Ted’s Place, 305s North End 
Rd, W14. 7pm-midnight. £4. 
Strictly underwear only. 
Club CP at Bunker Bar, 217, 
City Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 
1JN, 7pm-11pm, £6 non 
members, £5 members. Full 
bar, loads of areas to play 
in, video room, equipment 
to use. 
 Vault: Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
1pm-1am. £7 b4 7pm/£8 
after. Cruising session at this 
horny hot spot.
Cruise Control at Eagle 
London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-late. £3 entry, free for 
members. Cruise spaces to 
explore with darker, deeper 
beats to play to.  
The Underground Club at 
Central Station, 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1. S.O.P. 
(6pm-1am) Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 

WEDNESDAY 22ND JULY
Vault: Cruise/Underwear 
at 139b-143 Whitfield Street, 
W1T 5EN. CRUISE (1-7pm. 
£7) Then UNDERWEAR 
(7pm-1am. £8) Free drink, 
cloakroom and re-entry. Get 
down to your underwear.
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile End, 
E3 4UA. 7pm-11pm. £8 
members/£9 guests (free 
drink/coat check). Horny, 
naked cruise party. Heated 
outdoor ‘naked’ smokers 
terrace. 
The Underground Club 
at Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. HARD CRUZ 
(10pm-1am), hard cruising 
for hard men. SWEET 
WEDNESDAY, 1pm-9pm. 
£10 for TV/TG Girls / £20 for 
admirers
The FWL Dungeon 
Workshop at The Hoist, 
Main Arch, 8 pm-late: SM 
Gays. No dresscode. at Arches 
47b & 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
OFFICE (5pm-1am) new pary, 
relax chill and score after work. 
NEARLY BOLLOCK NAKED 
(9pm-1am) 9pm-1am. City. 
Boots or trainers with jocks, 
shorts underwear or naked. 

Backstreet, Wentworth 
Mews, Mile End, E3 4UA. 
10pm-late. £10 members, 
£15 guests. Brew Hunter’s 
dark, sweaty night of sex, S/
Moke and Submission with a 
Tom of Finland vibe and the 
classic leather cubs.
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile End, 
E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. £8 
members, £9 guests. Horny, 
naked cruise party. Dark 
rooms, smoking terrace, 
full bar. 
Fitladz East at 117 
Charterhouse St, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, 
EC1M 6AA. 10pm-6am. 
The fittest lads have hit 
Farringdon in a brand new 
sexy bar, with all the facilities 
you need to have fun. 
TONIGHT: Londons sexiest 
lads battle it out to be the 
Face of Fitladz!
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm, £4) Best undies 
for the boys. COLLARED 
(6:30pm-midnight) 
£5 members, £10 
non-members. REMIX 
(12pm-3am) £5, with DJs 
an electric atmosphere and 

cruisy dark areas.
Vault: Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 5EN. 
1pm-1am. £7 b4 7pm/£8 
after. Free drink, cloakroom, 
re-entry. Dark corners, catch 
a dirty movie, indulge your 
carnal side. 
Hoist Goes Daytime at 
The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
2pm-10pm. £5. New cruise 
maze in Bar Berlin, plus men, 
men, men!

SUNDAY 19TH JULY
SBN FWL Special Party 
at The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
2pm-9pm. £12. Dress code: 
Naked! Extended for XXXtra 
pleasure. Donkey Dick on 
the loose! New visuals, live 
shows and a huge men-
only crowd. Followed by the 
Official FWL Closing Party 
by Recon.
Chill Out at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 
7pm-2am. £3 b4 10pm, £5 
after. Mixed/gay crowd of 
cruisey guys. 
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile End, 
E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. £8 
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Hi Dr Alex,
I had a routine sexual health check last week and was shocked 

it has shook me up. How often should I test tested?
Cheers

Unfortunately new data shows 
that the number of sexually 
transmitted infections being 
spread in gay men is soaring. 
Figures for last year show 
that syphilis infections have 
almost doubled and there 
has been a 32% increase in 
gonorrhoea, 26% in chlamydia 
and 10% Genital warts. In all 
other groups in England, the 
number of sexually transmitted 
infections fell by 0.3% from 
the previous year. A report 
into these new figures said 
that the main cause is the high 
levels of sex without a condom 
in particular, it suggested, 
amongst HIV-positive men. 

In general gay men are 

advised to have HIV and STI 
testing every year, or every 
three months if they have sex 
without a condom or with casual 
partners. Whilst more frequent 
testing will reduce the spread of 
STIs using condoms is equally if 
not more important. 

You say you were shaken up 
by your test result but I wonder 
why that is. Perhaps you have 
been unlucky and have had few 
sexual partners in the last two 
years, or perhaps you are just 
not aware of how common STI 
are amongst gay men. In 2014 
there were over 3,000 cases of 
syphilis, 18,029 of gonorrhoea 
and 11,468 of chlamydia. So 
the more partners you have the 
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greater your chance of picking 
something up and then passing 
something on. Remember that 
even if you use condoms for 
anal sex you can still pick up 
the majority of STIs through oral 
sex without a condom. And 
that includes HIV if you perform 
oral on a guy who is positive, 
especially if he ejaculates in 
your mouth. 

A lot of guys say they are 
surprised that they have an 
STI because then have no 
symptoms. But you can have an 
STI and be completely unaware. 
Sometimes they just don’t cause 
symptoms and in other cases 
the symptoms can be so mild 
they can pass by unnoticed. In 
your case the syphilis bacteria 
is picked up and passed on 
if you have contact with an 
infected sore or ulcer, normally 

during anal or oral sex, or by 
sharing sex toys. Between 10 
days to three months you will 
develop and a small, painless 
sore or ulcer on the part of your 
body where the infection was 
transmitted. But because it is 
small and painless it can easily 
be missed. This sore will heal 
naturally and it may only be 
through a blood test or later on 

developing a rash that syphilis 
will be picked up. And the delay 
in diagnoses means that you 
may have passed the infection 
on to others. So frequent testing 
every 3 months to a year is 
best. Chlamydia in your dick 
and gonorrhoea in your throat 
are other examples where you 
can have an infection but be 
unaware is they rarely cause 
symptoms but can still be passed 
on to others.

Do you have an emotional or health worry? Contact Dr Alex via email: editorial@qxmagazine.com
H E A L T H  W A T C H  by Dr Alex Vass, GP & author of ‘Gay Health, Gay Sex’

“ In 2014 there were over 3,000 cases of syphilis, 
18,029 of gonorrhoea and 11,468 of chlamydia.”
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