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c text is not found in the Quran 

,” says Naseer. “The Hadith 

o the actions and thoughts of 

ammad (peace be upon Him). 

e Hadith was written decades if 

s of years after the death of the 

rthermore, the Quran clearly states 

ld be the only source of instruction 

ce for all Muslims.” 

makes it a contentious link and very 

much open to interpretation. One could argue 

that the homophobia is an added construct, 

an invention by later scholars who used some 

creative license or imagination to create these 

additional rules – not conformed to universally 

across the Muslim world.

And even if these later additions to the holy 

canon are to be held true, it is unnecessary 

for such hateful behaviour as demonstrated 

by the bigots in East London.  Rasheed Eldin, 

editor of the Eye on Gay Muslims website, tells 

me that it is a “fundamental teaching of Islam 

that a person is not blamed for their feelings, 

thoughts or even intentions so long as they do 

not act upon them. Even concerning those who 

openly practise homosexuality, Muslims must 

make clear their principled disagreement, but 

ultimately one must live and let 

live. One may only teach and 

advise on matters of morality, 

then respect the law and 

authorities.”

OUT & PROUD?

Gay marriage is another 

contentious issue. As the 

majority of Muslim MPs voted for 

gay marriage, counter meetings 

have taken place, to address 

what Muslims must do to oppose 

the ‘huge controversy’. Several 

extremist clerics have issued 

‘Fatwas’ against the politicians 

who voted in favour of equality. Human rights 

campaigner Peter Tatchell argues this isn’t 

representative of the population. 

“The people making the threats are a tiny 

extreme Islamist minority,”’ he says. “They do 

not represent most Muslims in Britain. The 

clerics who issued these fatwas are preaching 

hatred. Islam encourages love and marriage. 

Religious leaders should welcome the fact 

that gay couples love each other and want to 

get married.”

So if we are to suppose this more moderate, 

live and let live, Islam is adopted, could one 

live as an out and proud gay Muslim man or 

woman amongst the community of their faith? 

Unfortunately even the most moderate of 

Muslims would probably say, no. That would be 

“definitively contrary to Islamic teachings,” says 

Rasheed. What’s needed is further dialogue on 

the matter.

“The problem is that very little help is 

available to them, and people are too quick 

to condemn ‘homosexuality’ with all its 

meanings, not distinguishing between actions 

and attractions. When the Muslim community 

is allowed space to breathe from political 

pressures of the day, perhaps some serious 

internal dialogue will take place on our own 

terms.”

Naseer agrees that 

there needs to be 

more discussion. 

“There has never 

been an open and 

honest debate about 

homosexuality and 

Islam amongst British 

Muslims,” he tells me. 

“This is very much 

needed, if common 

sense is to overcome 

cultural bigotry. 

Having experienced 

homophobia, 

xenophobia and 

Islamophobia, I have come to the conclusion 

that bigotry has no friends. I always strive to 

respect the individual. An increasing number 

of British Muslims are coming out, but I 

suspect that many do not. Cultural bigotry and 

misinterpretation of their faith leaves many 

in the shadows. They are sadly living a double 

existence.

“The sad reality is that if Muslims followed the 

teaching of the Quran, homophobia would not 

be condoned in the Islamic world.” 

eated response from the gay community than religion. 

y and intolerance, hypocrisy and double standards rife 

me faiths in the UK, religions can seem as if they seek to 

e are wrong, and instruct us to change our ways.

kes control of the Vatican, influencing 1.2 billion Catholics 

ct it can have on our lives cannot be more obvious. But 

faith to make the news for perceived homophobia. Islam also 

f, a religion seen as totally incompatible with homosexuality 

reality?

Islam is not 

intrinsically 

homophobic. 

The Quran is 

ambiguous at 

best concerning 

homosexuality.”
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Visit Naseer’s blog at www.braki.co.uk and Eye on Gay Muslims at www.gaymuslims.org
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Naseer Muhammad
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This week Jonny Marsh looks at ISLAM…
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I was diagnosed late September.  

I had a really bad sero-conversion 

– which is the beginning stages of  

it – so I was ill for about three 

weeks and I was admitted to 

hospital for four days. Even the 

doctor didn’t know what was going 

on; I hadn’t eaten, I’d lost about 

three stone, being sick. Before that 

I was going to the doctor’s every 

day, saying ‘I’ve never been this ill, 

I visibily look like death’, and they 

just sent me away. One of them 

said I had vertigo. 

Had my step-mum not disputed 

it and demanded a blood test, they 

would have dismissed me again, but 

after they took the blood test the 

doctor who was going to send me 

away apologised so much. My liver 

was on the brink of collapsing, I was 

totally screwed. I had to be put on a 

drip for energy and water. 

Four days down the line they said 

you can go home. They said they 

didn’t know what it was, it was an 

acute viral illness. Two days later we 

went back and they said the results 

had come back inconclusive, that I might have HIV. I was in total shock. 

You don’t believe it. You just brush it under the carpet, it’s too big. 

Too big to cope with. In terms of just coming out of uni and looking 

for what career you want to go into, and dealing with what medication 

you’re going to be on for the rest of your life and coming to terms with 

an illness that’s never going to go away, it’s to
o much to deal with.  

I’m quite lucky with the medication, usually you have severe side 

effects but – fingers crossed – I’ve had nothing, and it’s been about 

three weeks now, and usually the main side effects kick in within 

a week. I started the medication now because of sero-conversion. 

The more ill you are, the better your outcome is, because your 

body can fight it better.  

My family are really bad dealing with it because they’re so emotional. 

They’re constantly crying and because my family are so weak, I’m a lot 

stronger. Particularly over the last few weeks, I’ve just got really cold, 

that’s the only way I can describe it. It’s not me consciously doing it, 

it’s also subconscious, the bigger the issue the more I’ll close it up. If 

something’s a shock to your body, then you’ll try and hide it away. 

I was having unsafe sex. I didn’t really do one-night stands, but I 

did do online dating and with gay people, particularly when you first 

come out, you feel like you want a boyfriend. And then you’re on 

this mad search for a boyfriend and it never works, so you break up 

with one person and you’re upset so you jump on to the next person 

because you never want to be single. And then before you know it, 

you’ve got a line of men that you’ve been with, and it’s like “shit, what 

have I done?” And then bang, it’s too late.  

I haven’t told many people. I think people look down on people 

with HIV so I don’t want anyone feeling that I’m a weak person or any 

less of a person than I was before, so I’ve told my immediate, best 

friends and I’ve not told anyone else. 

I have no sympathy for anyone having unprotected sex. I have no 

sympathy for myself. Good luck, because you’re asking for it. But if 

you get diagnosed: deal with it how you want to deal with it. There’s 

nothing worse than trying to deal with something and having people 

telling you that way is wrong. 
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uckie is the pioneering 

performance collective group 

who have been taking over the 

Royal Vauxhall Tavern every 

Saturday since 1995. During this 

eclectic journey they have become the heroes 

of London’s alternative gay scene, keeping 

the spirit of the South’s theatrical legacy 

alive against the more commercial clubbing 

atmosphere of the Embankment’s arches, and 

the largely drink-focused bars of Central Soho. 

Founder Simon Casson with host Amy 

Lamé and their crew of faithful dreamers have 

branched out their distinctive brand of nightlife 

to many other venues and pathways over the 

years. A staple of their appeal has always been 

of thought and discussion, and 

take over the 

cried that his Gardens were failing and he didn’t 

know whether to hang or drown himself. 

Pepys took the young Tyers into his study. 

No one knows what was said in this private 

discussion, but suddenly the Vauxhall Pleasure 

Gardens became a site for the most exotic, 

unusual visual entertainment in London 

and the crowds started to arrive. Hot air 

balloons, fireworks, Native American Indians, 

contemporary art, tightrope-walkers and many 

other attractions were all swirled into a heady 

mix. To ensure people didn’t lose interest, 

animals were brought into the hot air balloons, 

with horses being dragged up on boards and 

cats being thrown out in parachutes, and the 

tightrope-walkers found themselves having to 

balance through fields of fireworks going off. It 

was a huge hit. 

But the pleasures of the Pleasure Gardens 

r than mere spectacle; alcohol 

rostitutes 

drag shows, the other half being fo
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London 

Lesbian 

and Gay 

Switchboard
By Xav Judd

hen I was 29 the fear, 

doubts and insecurities 

about my sexuality very 

nearly pushed me over 

the edge. Fortunately, 

at my lowest point, 

it was possible for me to seek advice and 

support from the London Lesbian and Gay 

Switchboard (LLGS). They provided me with 

a different perspective on 

my troubles, which was 

the basis for overcoming 

depression and turning my 

life around.

Yet, I’m just one of an 

estimated three million 

people this amazing 

listening, information 

and referral service has 

managed to aid since it 

was founded in 1974. Back 

then, LLGS was in just one 

small room above a King’s 

Cross bookshop (it’s 

now in another location 

in Islington). Initially 

the helpline operated 

for only five hours every 

evening, however, due to 

phenomenal demand, there 

was an expansion to 24-

hour call-assistance within 

a few years.

In such a conspicuously 

materialistic world, it’s affirming to 

d d that it is possible to deliver such a 

ibution almost solely 

h

and if she didn’t, how could she best offer 

support in a tacit manner, etc.”

Sam, a spokesperson for LLGS tells me about 

volunteer training (core acceptance) in respect 

of the helpline: “It’s a rigorous selection process 

and lasts anything from two (the absolute 

minimum) to six months... We employ members 

of the LGBT community, as we feel that they 

are in the best position to empathise with non-

straight issues, such as, they will all have gone 

through ‘coming out’, and so forth.” 

Importantly, once new recruits have been 

ratified they receive continued support from 

ll agues in regards to their assistance 

if they’ve had a 
’

Choosing to 

volunteer 

can result in 

an enormous 

difference to 

the lives of 

individuals 

in the LGBT 

community.”

those in need of aid via emails and an instant 

messaging text service.

Since the 2008 financial crisis and the 

continuing recession it gave rise to, hundreds of 

charities have been hit by severe cuts in funding. 

LLGS is no exception – the establishment 

used to get backing from the Pan London HIV 

Prevention Partnership, but when this body was 

chopped and LLGS came under the remit of 

London Councils instead, their 

budget was slashed. 

“This makes absolutely no 

sense at all, as there’s only 

a £50-70,000 outlay per year 

to run the centre,” bemoans 

Sam. “Yet, there are many 

men who have sex with men 

who don’t identify as gay. As 

it’s anonymous, a service like 

ours might be the only place 

they’d get safe-sex advice. If 

that’s taken away, just think 

about it, if just one of these 

people who might have rung 

us gets HIV - treatment can 

run to £15,000-£20,000 in 

one year alone.” 

On average it costs LLGS 

£3 to answer a call. And 

they rely on the generosity of 

benefactors to enable them 

to cover these expenses as 

well as other charges for 

things like heating, IT, lighting,

and stationery, etc. Therefore, any financial 

support that they can receive is always much 

needed; so, if you’re thinking about a donation

consider becoming a Friend of the charity by 

making a regular gift. Alternatively, it’s possib

to contribute with a one-off payment. Choo

to volunteer can also result in an enormous

to the lives of individuals in the L

ils on volunteer
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ow this is where things can get a 

little confusing. Christianity is the 

religion based upon the writings 

of Jesus Christ. The Catholic 

Church is the world’s largest 

Christian denomination, headed 

up by the Pope from Rome. And the officially 

established religion here on our fair shores is 

the Church of England, which split from the main 

Catholic Church in 1534. However it is sti
ll 

considered a Catholic faith. 

And Catholicism has a very complicated, 

often somewhat ironic, relationship with same-

sex attraction, as can be easily confirmed by 

just a few examples of recent headlines. The 

Vatican has bought a 21 million Euro apartment 

in the same complex as the biggest gay sauna 

in Europe. Cardinal Keith O’Brien – once the 

most senior Catholic in the country and an 

outspoken homophobe  – is alleged to be in 

a long term relationship with another man. 

Many priests have over the years been found 

to be involved in sexual abuse and cover ups, 

traceable to the very top levels of the faith’s 

organisation. You couldn’t make this stuff up.

And with plenty of demonstrable evidence 

that the Church of England and the Catholic 

Church are homophobic, we must ask 

ourselves, why are they so determined to 

discriminate against gay people?

For Sharon Ferguson, Chief 

Executive of the Lesbian and Gay 

Christian Movement, this has 

everything to do with gender. 

“The church, and especially the 

Catholic Church, has always been 

very male dominated, misogynistic 

and patriarchal”, she tells me. “Gay 

men are seen as not conforming to 

the male stereotype and therefore 

undermine male authority - the same 

goes for lesbian women who are 

seen as emulating men. We also still have the 

emphasis in the Catholic church on procreation 

which again affects views on any relationship 

that is not open to child production.”

And as these faiths are based on the text of 

the Holy Bible, what does it actually say about 

homosexuality? Quotes such as “Thou shalt 

not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it 

is abomination”, are bandied around all too 

often by conservative Christian groups at Pride 

marches and gay events.

“There are six or seven passages that are 

quoted as condemning homosexuality,” says 

Sharon, “but the reality is that these are taken 

out of context both historical and cultural and 

really don’t apply to mutually loving, faithful and 

committed relationships between two people of 

the same gender as we understand them today.” 

“Christ said nothing at all about 

homosexuality. There are actually passages that 

hold same sex relationships in 

very high regard.” 

So, ultimately, is the Christian 

faith homophobic? “No it’s not!” 

says Sharon. “Christ was not 

homophobic but unfortunately 

some people who claim to follow 

Christ are.”

The Church of England denies 

that it is actually homophobic. 

“Sexuality is an on-going debate 

in the Church of England, 

where there is a wide range of 

views.” says Steve 

Jenkins, head of 

media relations 

at the Church. 

“In its statement 

Issues in Human 

Sexuality, the House of Bishops 

made clear that there is no place 

for homophobia in the Church 

of England and that those in 

an intentionally permanent 

homosexual relationship should 

find a welcome in our churches.”

Unfortunately for the Church – not just 

in England but across the developed world 

–  the end result of all this conservatism and 

officially sanctioned discrimination is ultimately 

disengagement with youth and more liberated 

communities, and a general prospect of 

irrelevance in the modern world.

For Sharon, it’s not just disengagement with 

the Church happening, but an increasing division 

and strength of opinion on matters of doctrine.

“I think what we are seeing is a polarisation. 

There are those for whom the rigid thinking 

around many issues including homosexuality 

have caused serious alienation but for others 

it provides security in a world of too many 

choices and rapid change. This is why the 

Church of England appears to be struggling 

the most. Its history has always been one of 

accommodating all people. People of different 

understandings could worship alongside of 

each other. Now, 

everyone is being 

forced into being 

either liberal 

or conservative in 

their beliefs 

and there is no 

acceptance or 

tolerance of 

diversity.”

So, once again, we 

see a religion based 

on love, on the 

prospect that God is 

Love, being turned 

on us, and turned 

against us. Something 

that fundamentally 

should be uniting 

us, is dividing us. Something that should be 

celebrated, is turned into something to fear. 

For Sharon, we’re focusing on all the wrong 

things. “I would like to see all people realising 

that God is much bigger and more diverse than 

our little minds can comprehend... If we all 

concentrate more on how we can achieve this 

then there will be less time for us to worry 

about things that are irrelevant such as the 

gender of the person who is expressing God’s 

love in an intimate way.”

HAPPY EASTER HOMOS! On this weekend, we’re told, a very long time ago, Jesus died for 

our sins on the Friday, and was resurrected on the Sunday, thus establishing Him as the powerful 

Son of God and proving that God will judge the world in righteousness. Apparently. Today, however, 

it’s more of an excuse to eat chocolate eggs and have an extra couple of days off work, but hey, 

that works for us. But as we head into the long weekend, should we be celebrating the religious 

significance of Easter or shunning an establishment that – on the whole – continues to shun us? 

There are 

passages that 

hold same sex 

relationships in 

very high regard 

such as David 

and Jonathan 

and Ruth and 

Naomi.”

FAITH
GOTTA HAVE

RELIGION. Supposedly the guiding word of the masses, yet to the LGBT+ community it’s a 

constant source of hate and rejection. But what do two of the world’s biggest religions really 

have to say about being gay? Last week, Jonny Marsh looked at Islam. 

This Easter week, CHRISTIANITY is put on trial…

CHRISTIANS, CATHOLICS, AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Have your say! Visit www.qxmagazine.com and search ‘Gotta Have Faith’ to leave your comments…
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By Patrick Cash 

Ahead of World AIDS Day on Sunday 1st December, QX 

Maximus Overlord Crown, DJ, 24

I had no idea that I had it, I went for a test in September 2011 and 

then I kept on missing these calls from the clinic, and I thought 

it couldn’t be anything too big, but then eventually I picked up 

a call and they were like ‘you need to come in.’ I was eventually 

diagnosed on the 10th December. 

I felt numb initially. And then it was the next day that I spent the 

whole day in bed crying. I didn’t want to get up. It’s been two years 

now, and I still don’t think that’s quite enough time to fully come to 

terms with your diagnosis, but you know it gets easier by the day. 

I’m not yet on medication because my viral load and CD4 counts 

are quite robust. In terms of telling my friends, I didn’t actually tell 

most of them myself – I was booked to DJ at a club in April 2012 

and I’d just had a falling out with a former best friend at that time. 

They went on the Facebook group and started posting about me 

having HIV. Considering 3 or 4,000 people were invited to that 

event, pretty much everyone knew. 

But on the other side, I got only messages of love and support 

from my friends after that happened. 

I haven’t experience any HIV-phobia first hand to my face, I 

don’t know what people are saying about me behind my back! 

And there’s only been one guy I liked who backed away when he 

found out I was positive. I can’t blame him for that because I kinda 

understand it; even though he can accept that HIV doesn’t change 

me as a person, he didn’t want to take that risk, however small 

it may be. However, I do think a lack of education and awareness 

about HIV, not just in the gay community, but in the wider world, 

might contribute to this thinking. 

However, it wasn’t a lack of education that contributed to me 

getting it. I wasn’t having lots of unprotected sex, it was a one-off 

and a silly mistake. Whether he knew he had HIV or not doesn’t 

matter to me, it can’t change anything now, it’s about moving 

forward. At the end of the day it is a Russian Roulette: you could 

sleep with 1,000 people and not pick up HIV, or you can sleep with 

one person and get it. 

 It has given me a new take on life in a way, I just think that as a 

DJ I have a duty to lift people up and it’s about moving forward, 

you know. 

I got only 

messages 

of love and 

support 

from my 

friends

»
«
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Where did you grow up?

In a village known as Mang’u which is 

in one of the largest counties in Kenya, 

Kiambu - 1.6million population.  

What was your childhood and 

adolescence in Kenya like and 

other than those related to your 

sexuality?

Growing up in a farming community 

[David’s mum was involved in agriculture; 

his dad was a banker] was arduous; I had 

to pick coffee, normally on Saturdays or 

during the school holidays, which was 

rain. At the time our village did not have 

electricity or running water, so we had 

the demanding task of fetching the latter 

from a borehole.

What was the money situation 

like when you were growing up, 

was it a tough existence?

Due to dad’s job, I would not say it was 

particularly dire: we were one of the very 

few families - less than 10 - who had a 

car and lived in a permanent house. That, 

though, meant I had an acute awareness 

of inequality, especially given the poverty 

and need of other households around us.

thought you might be gay, and 

how did you cope with this?

I grew up being very naive about sexuality, 

because my society did not have the 

conceptual construct of gay and straight. 

In our biology classes we learnt about 

body changes like hair increase and 

breasts for girls, so when in high school I 

became sexually conscious - and messed 

Xav Judd talks to Kenya’s David Kuria Mbote, who is hoping to become 

about with male friends - I thought these 

types of experiences were just what 

happened to everybody, but once ready 

to marry one becomes heterosexual.

In my teenage years at major seminary 

[a religious school], however, I began to 

realize I was different, and at the time 

me that he had never had feelings for 

other boys, so I began to 

accept that I was gay even 

though it was in the context 

of living as a celibate priest in 

the future.   

Why did you decide to 

come out?

After leaving the seminary 

I found work with an anti-

poverty NGO. I came out 

colleagues, because 

they had recently 

married and we 

could not retain the 

kind of social life we’d 

had before. They felt 

if I wed as well, we could preserve our 

friendship. Their pressure on me to tie 

the knot forced me to tell them. One of 

them was very supportive to the extent 

of suggesting I date a very effeminate - but 

straight as it turned out - man who lived 

near his home.

Were you close to your family 

growing up? How did they react 

to your sexuality?

Yes, and we still remain very close. 

Nevertheless, as with some friends, when 

I came out and to this day, my relatives 

chose not to talk about my sexuali

What about the wider 

community, was there any 

response from them? Did y

experience prejudice or ev

violence?

There has not been any obviou

response including where I cur

despite everybody knowing ab

Nonetheless, during m
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we would be going t
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the Option for t

always been inte
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Crusader

IF YOU’RE GAY, there’s not a worse part of the world to be living in than 

Africa. Homosexuality is banned in over 75% of her states and one can actually receive the 

death penalty just for being who we are, in three of them. Nonetheless, Kenyan David Mbote 

continent, if he wins in his country’s senate elections this year. 

A devout catholic who once trained as a priest, the 40-year-old’s decision to run is 

courageous as it carries great personal risk. Homosexual ‘offences’ in his homeland carry 

November 2010, the Kenyan prime minister, Raila Odinga, said the behaviour of gay couples 

was “unnatural” and that “if found, the homosexuals should be arrested and taken to 

relevant authorities”. The Kaleidoscope Trust recently brought David over to London for the 
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ohn (not his real 

name) aged 27, was 

exposed to drugs at 

an early age, as one of 

his parents had been 

a cocaine addict and 

left drugs lying around 

the house. John tried 

for the first 

had an active sex life with between 5 and 10 

sexual partners a week yet managed to remain 

HIV negative - it was only when my crystal 

use increased, smoking or slamming, that the 

condom use went out of the window.” He adds 

that a person’s HIV/Hepatitis C status is rarely, 

if ever, discussed, especially not Hepatitis C 

which has so much stigma attached to it, even 

among HIV positive men. 

“Assumptions are always 

h barebacking 

London, he fears for the future. “I imagine the 

infection rates have gone up already, but failure 

of many users to go to the clinic and get tested 

would mean that it would be hard to tell yet.”

Andy, 29 (again a false name), ended a four 

year relationship in 2005 when he discovered 

London’s gay drug club scene. “All day clubbing 

was totally new to me,” he recalls. “Suddenly, I 

was out every weekend. 

Sometimes every night 

for four nights in a row. 

Then, in 2007, people 

started to withdraw 

a bit and hold more 

i s at home, which 

The era of Gaydar and smartphone apps 

like Grindr mean that it’s very easy to find a 

Tina party even if you have none of your own. 

“If people are talking about a crystal party 

on Grindr, they put a capital T in parTy, to 

show that Tina is being used there.” There is 

a slamming community across Vauxhall, Oval, 

Clapham, and Brixton that Andy has met up 

with many times. But it was at an East London 

New Year party three years ago that he tried 

it for the first time. “Peer pressure, combined 

with lack of sleep, meant my judgement was 

totally warped,” he says. “So I let some guys 

who had already slammed slam me also. Five 

days later, I still h
ad not slept, and went to 

work, and came home even then horny and 

desperate for sex; people who I would not 

ted to seemed attractive, 

t myself in 

their own packs of injecting equipment, but it 

doesn’t always happen.”

Disturbingly, Andy says that his experience 

of crystal in saunas, whether it be slamming or 

smoking, often involves some kind of kingpin 

older man, who grooms the guys he wants to 

have in the room with him by offering them 

free crystal. “One guy I saw doing this said he 

was HIV negative,” says Andy. “He slammed, 

then got fucked unprotected.” Andy has seen 

plenty of people lose jobs, friends, as well as 

losing lots of weight and looking like shadows 

of their former selves, as well as the other 

signs like bruises on the arms. While he has 

managed to hold on to his career, he has not 

fulfilled his potential. He also suffers really 

bad anxiety after binge weekends, related to 

missed opportunities in his career and his guilt 

for neglecting genuine friends. 

He was diagnosed as HIV positive just 

over two years ago and thinks crystal was 

a major contributor in him being infected. 

This was a real wake up call, and he managed 

to stop taking crystal for about eighteen 

months before relapsing six months ago.“I’ve 

not slammed for three months now, but 

temptation is never far away. I’ve deleted 

Grindr and other meeting apps, and only my 

T nes password so I can’t reload 

tion .. I have 

On Saturday 16th 

March I was a very 

last minute entrant 

to the Mr Eagle 

London 2013 contest. I was totally shocked 

when it was announced I had won. Part 

of the prize was cash. This week I made a 

donation of £250 of that cash to Antidote to 

raise awareness of its services.

 Four-and-a-half years ago I was addicted 

to Crystal Meth. I was injecting, smoking 

and snorting. I was a mess. I had lost my 

job. Towards the end, I was just doing 

drugs mostly alone, in my flat in front of 

a computer screen and/

or a webcam, I could not 

even venture out. I had lost 

any sense of identity, any 

self-respect, self-esteem or 

confidence. 

Eventually I sought help and 

was put in touch with drugs 

counseling services and passed 

to Antidote. I was a broken 

person when I came to 

Antidote, in tears and suicidal 

on come downs. Antidote 

was a key organisation that 

assisted me in stopping drugs and alcohol. 

For me, my path had to be total 

abstinence, and staying stopped. I had to 

acknowledge I had become powerless over 

the drugs and to be restored to some kind 

of sanity. Although total abstinence is not 

necessarily Antidote’s policy, I was totally 

supported in this by Antidote and the 

therapeutic services offered. I was given the 

opportunity of almost 12 months counselling 

and the drop-in service. Antidote gave me 

the chance to pull together the various 

strands of my life. 

 I am now three-and-a-half years’ clean and 

sober. I am a practising solicitor specialising 

in Child Protection. I sing with the London 

Philharmonic Choir, and I have a partner. 

I can go out frequently on the gay scene 

and not crave drugs, alcohol or oblivion. I 

ber And, to my immense 

S the above is 
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Fewer erections? Less euphoria? Lazy eyes? An ulcerated nose? 

Bad skin? Nosebleeds? More paranoia? Alex Palumbo reports 

how the gay scene’s honeymoon period with MEPHEDRONE is 

somewhat over, and ponders the impending ticking time bomb 

of what the substance is doing to our long term health…

I’d been awake for three days now. My pupils dilated. 

Heart pumping and head tight. 

*sniff * 

I look down at my hands, my finger tips were dark, 

so were my knuckles... Fuck, my mouth is so dry. Did 

someone call my name? My skin is even drier. 

Shh! No seriously, someone outside is talking about 

me. Listen! 

My nose stings, it’s tender and raw inside. The ulcers 

covering the edges of my tongue hurt when I press 

them against my teeth, which is every two seconds.   

*sniff *  

Why are they talking about me? Have I done 

something wrong? Keys back in pocket, ready to go. 

A typical weekend on meph. 

ephedrone is to East Africa what cocaine 

is to South America, and I’m not talking 

about dirty cash. So, before we start 

thinking drug cartels and stunning Peruvian 

bachelor pads housing drug washing sites, 

let’s start thinking more along the lines of 

500 workers over a vat of bubbling fluid. 

Similar to the primary ingredient found in 

‘khat’, a plant chewed in Ethiopia, Eritrea and 

Somalia, Mephedrone (scientifically known as 

4-methylmethcathinone) is like MDMA and 

cocaine in its effects.

It is manufactured in places where large-

scale pseudo-legal chemical synthesis is 

not as tightly controlled, or quality tested. 

Mephedrone managed to slide its way past 

the scope of UK drug laws by being cunningly 

different. It was like an already well-known 

and controlled drug… but not.

By adding a few extra molecules to 

cathinone, in this case a methyl ring, clubbers 

across the country were now able to gorge 

themselves and relish in the new and ‘safe’ 

alternative to ‘ecstasy’ and MDMA, which 

was either harder to find or lacking in quality. 

Besides, who wants a potential scrap with the 

law when you’ve got something legal you can 

snort? You go gurrrl! *whips hair*

In time, the underground rumbling heard 

from the distance was no doubt mephedrone 

related excitement, with eyes rolling to the 

back of our heads and white foam collecting 

in the corners of our mouths we asked in 

foul breath, “How is this plant food getting 

us so high?” 

Meph
FOR THE  LOVE OF

M
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It’s simple, in order to be legal, someone 

somewhere took something illegal, altered it’s 

physical state ensuring that its effects were 

still relatively potent and in the interest of 

earning a dollar, blasted it out to unwitting 

clubbers who just held open their noses and 

mouths without any prior research. 

Subsequently, following a string of 

mephedrone related deaths and some pretty 

bad press, it was made illegal. 

Working in similar ways to cocaine and 

MDMA in our brains, it activates reward 

centres causes us to feel alert, good and not 

so hungry. A single oral dose of mephedrone 

may be as seemingly innocuous as an ‘e’, but 

it no doubt carries a boatload more risk 

when snorted in the multiple gram scale. 

Who knew you needed so much powder to 

get high? You don’t! You’re just being plain 

greedy. Not to mention when mixed with a 

cocktail of other illegal drugs and no sleep.

The legality of mephedrone caused a 

somewhat disconcerting state of ignorance 

as far as wondering why you or your mates’ 

fingers were turning purple, 

or why your heartbeat 

kinda hurt. (“OMG! It 

just happens, but it’s fine, 

because we’re still high!”) 

Others noticed a distinct 

pattern in repeated high 

dosage and negative 

side effects. Mental side 

effects reported by some 

ranged from feelings of 

persecution, thinking 

friends were texting 

about you, people on the 

dance floor were talking 

about you, and general 

looking over the shoulder 

nonsense.

If we compare mephedrone to its not so 

distant cousin cathinone, a highly addictive 

stimulant bearing almost identical properties, 

is it safe to say that the effects would 

generally go side-by-side? Mental alertness, 

tick. Decreased appetite, tick. Euphoria, tick. 

Jaw clenching, tick. Impotence, tick. Urge to 

re-dose, tick. Cravings, tick. Paranoia, tick. 

Psychosis, tick. It’s no wonder we love this 

chemical so much! As we continue to ‘dance’ 

around our favourite nightclubs off our tits, 

we should also be wondering how we’re gonna 

match our favourite white trainers to our now 

blueish kneecaps.

Aside from boys with mucousy polo-rings 

instead of nostrils, and dicks that don’t 

even deserve a title so grand, resembling a 

somewhat partially deflated indigo balloon, 

snorting mephedrone is bad for you. Not 

just ‘Talk to Frank’ patronising bad for you, 

its vasoconstrictive properties are not yet 

established as only a short term side effect. 

Neither has its neurotoxicity. Colder hands 

each winter? Fewer erections? Less euphoria? 

Lazy eyes? An ulcerated nose?  Nosebleeds? 

Bad skin? More paranoia?

Let’s face the fact that the honeymoon 

period with meph is somewhat over.

There is no safe way to take any illegal 

substance, but taking it orally and a few hours 

apart might be the difference between looking 

like a cyst out of a Victorian travelling circus, 

unable to hold a conversation, eyes streaming 

over red noses and the dignified clubber 

enjoying an altered state of consciousness. 

Let’s not forget to feed and water the garden 

either, and get plenty of sleep between and 

during binges. Its use now not only limited 

to eating and snorting, people have tried 

smoking, booty-bumping and, shockingly, 

injecting (or ‘slamming’) it.

So has the bar been lowered? Is it possible 

for anything to protrude 

out from the shadows cast 

by GBL/GHB and Crystal 

Meth?

Making yourself more 

aware of its properties, 

effects and potential long 

term side effects (as it 

hasn’t been around long 

enough for anyone to do any 

research) will better equip 

you with the ammunition 

you need to stand by 

your decision. For every 

positive experience, there’s 

a negative one. For every 

couple hundred clubbers 

enjoying it, someone dies or is hospitalised. 

When your tolerance has gone from one 

bag a weekend to one bag in four lines, 

it’s a clear sign that the party is over. Give 

yourself at least two weeks for your brain 

to re-calibrate its current location, re-fill its 

neurotransmitter stockpile and maybe you’ll 

have the foresight to go light on this one.

If you keep having repeated feelings of 

paranoia, don’t keep dosing. This could be a 

sign of you developing amphetamine psychosis. 

Drug induced psychosis has been shown to 

permanently alter the frontal lobe of the 

brain, causing changes in mood and brain 

chemistry.

Allowing mephedrone to become yet 

another problem for our already fragile gay 

community is not something any of us had on 

our to-do list. 

QX does not condone taking 

any illegal substance. But if you are 

going to do so, be informed. 

Websites like www.erowid.com 

provide propaganda free info on 

mephedrone including all drugs, illicit a
nd 

pharmaceutical, with experience reports 

from users ranging from 

religious to damaging.

If you or someone close to you needs help 

with drug addiction, please contact 

www.antidote-lgbt.com

“ Who knew 

you needed so 

much powder 

to get high? 

You don’t! 

You’re just 

being plain 

greedy.”

“ When your tolerance has gone from one 

bag a weekend to one bag in four lines, 

it’s a clear sign that the party is over.”
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Russia has instigated a law banning

propaganda’ within the country. S

into the country’s constitution by Pre

Vladmir Putin, this ruling means that

caught saying the word ‘gay’ on the stre

be arrested, fined and imprisoned, a

to protect the children of Russia fro

influenced by homosexuality. 

This law has not only marginalised 

community of Russia into second-cl

but pictures have emerged of gay peo

being beaten and bleeding, as w

of torture and even murder. As 

around the world turn a blind 

back against the Russian authori

in a gay bar near you now… 
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y meeting yesterday 

with the Archbishop 

of Canterbury, Justin 

Welby, leader of the world’s 78-million strong 

Anglican Communion, was ground breaking. 

It was the first ever meeting between the 

leader of a major international Christian 

denomination and a leading international gay 

rights campaigner. But beyond that: did it 

achieve anything? Well, yes and no. 

Archbishop Welby is clearly struggling to 

reconcile his support for loving, stable 

same-sex relationships with his opposition 

to same-sex marriage. I got the impression 

that he wants to support gay equality but 

feels bound by church tradition. He accepts 

that discrimination is not a Christian value, 

but can’t bring himself to state publicly that 

banning gay couples from getting married is 

discrimination and wrong. 

The Archbishop told me “gay people are 

not intrinsically different from straight 

people” but there is an “intrinsic difference 

in the nature of same-sex relationships” and 

this is a sufficient reason to deny gay couples 

the right to marry, even in civil ceremonies 

in register offices. When pressed to say why 

this “intrinsic difference” justified banning 

same-sex marriage he merely replied: “They 

are just different.” 

I’m an optimist. I want to believe the best 

in people. That’s why I am hopeful that in 

time the Archbishop will resolve his moral 

dilemmas and encourage the church to move 

closer to gay equality. He struck me as a 

genuine, sincere, open-minded person, willing 

to listen and rethink his position. I’m ready to 

give him a chance. Time will tell. 

At the meeting, I urged the Archbishop to 

“embrace a new historic compromise and 

rapprochement” with the gay community: 

the church will continue to believe that 

homosexuality is wrong, but it will agree 

that homophobic discrimination is also 

wrong - and actively oppose it. In particular, 

while Anglicans have a right to refuse to 

conduct religious gay marriages, they should 

halt their campaign against gay marriages 

hosted by civil authorities. The chur

should have no jurisdiction or veto 

marriages in register offices.  

Oddly, the Archbishop did not acc

the ban on same-sex civil marriage 

to discrimination. He told me: “I do

the word discrimination.” Welby s

was “apprehensive” and “cautious

the “consequences of redefining m

adding that he was unconvinced t

be to “the advantage of society.”

However, he added that 

in future “marriage may 

evolve.” The Archbishop 

said he mostly opposes 

the government’s current 

same-sex marriage bill 

because it is a “bad bill”. 

While conceding that 

“parliament has a right 

to legislate same-sex 

marriage,” he said “the 

church has a right to 

oppose it… I am in favou

of the state recognising 

same-sex relationships b

not in favour of redefini

marriage.” 

I also urged Welby t

apologise on behalf o

the Church of Englan

for the centuries of 

homophobic persec

it inflicted on gay p

If not an apology, t

expression of rem

Archbishop replie

will need to think

I also urged the

LGBT organisati

within the UK a

all LGBT people

hears a wide ra

in countries lik

the Anglican c

anti-gay hatre

homophobic

I argued th

Unholy

Human rights activist Peter Tatchell met the Church 

of England’s Archbishop Welby last week to discuss 

LGBT rights, discrimination… and gay marriage. 

alliance?
By Peter Tatchell
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t made you join the Air Force in 

first place?

e US if you complete your enlistment 

are entitled to the GI Bill which pays for 

ersity. So a big factor for me was getting 

ee education, which I am now getting 

Penn State University. W
hilst 

the military I was rank 

enior Airman (E-4) and 

my job was an F-15 Crew 

Chief. I was stationed at 

RAF Lakenheath right 

outside Cambridge, 

England. 

Did you come out 

with your sexuality 

straight away?

Before the military I 

was fully out. When I 

joined and went to basic 

training I went back into the 

closet. It took me about two 

years for me to start coming out to 

close friends. This was before the repeal of 

‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’ I eventually became 

part of a group called Outserve - a group of 

actively serving gay military members with 

six thousand members across the world. 

This helped greatly with meeting other gay 

service members. Most of the members of 

the group were not out, and the group was 

fairly secretive. Outserve played a big role in 

ending DADT. 

Were you worried about what the 

other lads in the Air Force would say? 

At first I was. Before the repeal of DADT 

people could be kicked out of the military 

for simply being gay. It only took one person 

to report you and you would be investigated 

for being a homosexual. I had to live a very 

secretive life, and the pressure grew as time 

went on. I remember on the weekends I 

would sneak to London by myself to go 

to places like Ku Bar to meet gay friends 

where I could also be free to be myself. This 

of course raised questions with my friends 

on base, because they would wonder why I 

would always go by myself and why I never 

invited them. It made things very awkward 

at times, and I always hated having to lie 

to them about who I was and what I was 

doing. As the repeal of DADT came closer, 

I slowly started coming out to some of my 

closer friends on base. The reaction was 

overwhelming. Each and every person I 

told was so supportive - it was 

like a huge weight was off my 

shoulders. Before, some of 

the people didn’t really 

like gay people or didn’t 

know any personally. 

So when they found 

out that I was gay, 

and that we had been 

good friends for years 

without 

them 

even 

knowing 

I was gay, it 

seemed to change 

their views a bit. I also 

met other members who 

were gay and were living a 

similar life to me. 

How gay friendly would 

you rate the US Air Force 

at the moment?

Although we have come a 

long way, there is still a lot 

of homophobia in the ranks. 

In my opinion, the problem 

lies on some of the higher 

ranking servicemen and 

women who do little to stop 

homophobia from happening 

within the ranks. It also may 

change from branch and job. 

I would say that it would 

be much easier to be gay in 

the United States Air Force 

working in the medical corps than it would 

as an infantryman in the Marines. Things are 

getting better, and the end of DADT is still 

very new. We have come so far from what it 

was like even ten years ago. 

Have you been stationed in warzones? 

What were these places like?

I was stationed at Bagram Air Field in 

Afghanistan with my squadron from 

England. It was quite surreal actually being 

in Afghanistan. We encountered a mortar 

being fired at us here and there; one even 

blew up a structure that was in front of 

our hanger once. It really puts things in 

perspective - you can’t really appreciate the 

work and heroism that takes place each and 

every day until you can see it yourself. 

Do you think the experience of risking 

your lives with your fellow soldiers 

brought you closer together in ways 

more powerful than your sexualities?

Absolutely. You certainly form a friendship 

with people in a way that is different from 

any other. When 

you spend that 

amount of time 

with people, under 

the circumstances 

that we were 

in, you share 

something that 

bonds you forever.  

And finally, what 

advice would 

you give to any 

young gay guys 

thinking of 

joining the Air 

Force right now? 

Was it a good 

move to make 

for you?

Joining the Air 

Force was one 

of the best 

experiences of my 

life. It has given 

me the chance to 

serve my country, 

see the world, make life long friends, and 

provided me with the ability to attend a top 

ranked university. I w
ould advise any young 

gay guys or girls to join. However it is not an 

easy choice, and you will find some aspects 

difficult. But I can promise that you will 

come out a better person. 

ST, LGBT

It only took 

one person 

to report 

you and you 

would be 

investigated 

for being a 

homosexual.

Carmine Solimini, US Air Force, 25
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By Patrick Cash

Forget your Foucault, the gays stormed into town for liberation 

during the Stonewall Riots in 1969, and sex was very much part of 

what was on their plate. We’re here, we’re queer, and yes, we do 

fuck up the ass, and we do it an awful fucking lot. And any middle-

England prudes out there best get used to that fact, because after 

thousands of years of gay loving, that fact isn’t about to change 

now! During the 70s and up until the advent of AIDS in the early 

80s, homosexual free love ruled as gay men celebrated their 

freedom to have sex within the law. Today, the focus has turned 

more towards love and marriage, as recognised by recent political 

machinations and the theme of this year’s Pride. However, as our 

culture has progressed, has the gay community inversely become 

more conservative about our lusts? Are we less keen now to 

celebrate sex, the thing that essentially makes us what we are? 

GAY SEX:

B

A  R I DE  T H ROUGH  T I M Eouldldddo also bbsolsoo reefreee freeee fr
ee mbto bto beebt

efore the decriminalisation of homosexual acts 

in the late Sixties, men who had sex with men 

lived in fear of persecution for their actions. 

They skulked into toilets and parks to meet 

their partners, and were frequently arrested 

by the police and charged by the British legal 

system for doing so. Despite prominent figures 

of the day such as self-described sexologist 

Alfred Kinsey publishing reports suggesting 

homosexuality was much more widespread than 

originally thought, many men were imprisoned 

for their homosexuality or even chemically 

castrated – as in the case of celebrated war 

hero and mathematician Alan Turing. Turing 

was arrested for committing homosexual acts 

in 1952 and put on a year’s course of oestrogen 

to cut his libido, which also gave him female 

breasts. He committed suicide in 1954. 

After a number of high-profile other arrests 

of important politicians and members of the 

British Establishment for the same crime, 

finally the Sexual Offences Act of 1967 partially 

decriminalised sexual acts between consenting 

adult men. However, they must be committing 

this act in private (only two people could not 

only be in the room, but also in the house), and 

both men must be over the age of twenty-one, 

five years higher than the heterosexual age of 

consent of sixteen. It was with the Stonewall 

riots in New York 1969 that the gay liberation 

movement really began to happen, though. As 

the pictures infiltrated the world’s media of a 

group of infuriated gay men finally fighting back 

against a police raid on their bar, other gay 

groups the globe over demanded their freedom 

from repression, too. 

Perhaps it is unsurprising that this freedom 

from repression, once afforded, manifested 

itself in a deep, provocative and very visible 

exploration of their newly realised sexualities. 

Whilst the heterosexual world had enjoyed 

its own free love movement with the sexual 

revolution in the Sixties, the Seventies was the 

decade where the gays where not going to be 

afraid anymore. A 1970s gay novelist named 

Brad Gooch suggested in his ‘Golden Age of 

Promiscuity’ that the gay rights movement was 

a reclamation of cultural citizenship through 

sex. The documentary film Gay Sex in the 70s, 

released in 2005, looks back at this age of 

sexualised glory: “All of those forbidden sex 

acts were free for the taking, and that was 

very liberating because it removed shame. It 

replaced shame in fact with great joy and self-

discovery, of your body and other peoples’ 

bodies, and loving each other, and all the good 

stuff about free love,” to quote one of the 

documentary’s contributors.  

Gay Sex in the 70’s (Peccadillo)
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By Patrick Cash 
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DRUG/FUCKED
drugs + sex + you

YOU KNOW IT’S THE ANNUAL ‘hangover’ issue when I’m 

sticking my two cents in and getting on my soapbox. It’s 

that time of year when QX Towers shuts up shop between 

Christmas and New Year, the staff find a seat in their 

respective locals, and we prop the bar up for a little over 

a week as we allow Christmas and New Year to roll on.

We work like the proverbial bunch o’ monkeys locked 

away in a room for a solid month, tap-tap-tapping away 

on our keyboards, churning editorial out until some 

coherent words eventually coalesce and we are left with 

the Christmas and New Year magazines that you would 

have, hopefully, enjoyed over the last few weeks. If you 

missed them, they’re all still available to view online at 

www.qxmagazine.com. Do check them out. I broke at 

least three false nails putting them together. 

In any case, the immense strain and stress that I put 

all the staff under over that period is released in this 

week’s magazine when we give them a little break from 

the regular features that proliferate QX every week, and 

instead showcase some of our favourite highlights of the 

past year. Thinking back over 2013, it has been one of the 

scene’s best yet, for many reasons. From all the outdoor 

festivals we got to experience (As One in the Park, the 

new Pride in London, Summer Rites and Lovebox) to the 

endless night clubs we were carried out of, via some 

damn finest cabaret and bar celebrations, such as the 

annual Drag Idol showstoppers.

Oh yes, if it’s one thing QX cannot be accused of is not 

knowing how to have a f*cking good time.

But we also know where our priorities lie. We know 

that without the (ongoing) struggle of gay/human rights 

activists like Peter Tatchell, groups like Stonewall and 

the numerous other organisations that campaign for our 

equality and wellbeing, we would not be here to enjoy the 

freedom that we in this country often take for granted.

In the UK, we celebrated gay marriage, and one of our 

foremost Olympians came out as gay. But it was also 

a year that saw Russia take two steps back in LGBT 

rights, in which Uganda legislated an anti-gay bill, India’s 

courts refused to repeal an old colonial anti-gay law, and 

endless other stories came into QX Towers from across 

the globe of mindless, horrible homophobic atrocities and 

injustices. For every step forward, it seemed somewhere 

a step back was taken. 

We are not without our problems in the UK, with rising 

HIV rates and ongoing issues related to drug dependency. 

Why am I bringing this all up here and now? Simply 

because, yes, QX adorns on its cover the body beautiful, 

we feature pages upon pages of topless torsos shacking 

Hello lovely gays and our wonderful friends!

it out on dancefloors across the country. But as I said, 

we also know where our priorities lie, and it’s in fighting 

the good fight that I take my biggest pride in. Splashed 

across these two pages are a few of the features that 

have lifted us beyond being merely a club and bar scene 

magazine, but a gay lifestyle voice. This year we have 

dedicated our front covers to highlight the issues related 

to the Russian winter Olympics, drug addiction and the 

importance of HIV testing. Our Facebook and Twitter 

profiles allow QX to extend its fighting talk beyond the 

pages of the printed magazine. Do check them out, dears. 

One of my own proudest moments came this year 

when I approached Peter Tatchell with an idea of 

speaking to key gay rights organisations around the 

world and rallying them into unified action ahead of the 

G20 summit to get them to speak out against Russia’s 

retrospective anti-gay laws. It was inspired by the terrific 

Downing Street protest on 10th August that saw the gay 

community rally together, which was attended by Stephen 

Fry and made national news. 

Peter Tatchell invited All Out (allout.org) to join our 

event and the end result was dozens of demonstrations 

staged in cities across the globe. Our ‘Love Russia, Hate 

Homophobia – Day of Action’ protest took Downing 

Street by storm, and was supported by the likes of Paul 

O’Grady and Dan Gillespie Sells. We were even invited 

by the Home Office to outline our points to them, 

which the Prime Minister then addressed directly with 

President Putin. 

This daytime event was attended by gay scene faces 

that you’d normally only ever see by night. From DJs to 

drag queens, via club promoters and other party boys, 

it showed that a concerned gay community is very much 

still at the heart of the partying gay scene. And, yes, in 

2014 and beyond, QX will be right there to fight for our 

rights - and those of our brothers and sistas around the 

world - at every opportunity… because that’s how we 

like to dance at QX. 

Right, enough of that schmaltz. 

Where’s my tequila? 

Cliff Joannou
Editor

P.S. Normal QX service resumes 

next week…
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The docs who cried ‘cure’A look at HIV in 2013

There doesn’t seem to be a month that goes by without a research 

laboratory or newspaper declaring, rather sensationally, that they 

are close to finding a cure for HIV. Of course, the reality of this 

would be welcome news. But how many of these sensationalist 

headlines are grounded in actual, real facts? Will Harris, Head of 

Media at THT, looks back at a year of HIV in the headlines…

henever a story 

breaks about a 

potential new 

‘cure’ for HIV 

(and there have 

been at least six this year), it 

generally falls to THT to piss on 

everyone’s chips. We don’t do this 

to be contrary, or because we’re 

scared a cure will have us all out of 

a job (that would be the happiest 

redundancy process ever); we 

do it because researchers, with 

the best of motives, are getting 

seriously ahead of themselves.

Funding for HIV research is a 

fraction of what it used to be. 

With less money in the pot, 

scientists can view a few good 

headlines as the thing that keeps 

a faltering funding stream from 

drying up completely. This might 

explain why, for the last few years, 

researchers have been seeing ‘the cure’ in everything from 

samples of the virus in a petri dish to animal trials on cats. 

One recent story trumpeted a ‘promising new vaccine’ when 

scientists hadn’t even observed how it interacts with the 

virus; only that someone could take it without keeling over. 

That’s like claiming your car can reach 110mph because the 

seatbelt works.

The only thing that can tell us whether a drug is effective 

is a phase 3 human trial, a stage only a fraction of studies 

reach. The broader concern is the effect these jump-the-

gun ‘cure’ stories are having on people’s attitudes toward 

the virus. Our new survey of people with HIV reported 

almost half had encountered someone who 

believed a cure already exists.

That’s not to say there haven’t been steps 

forward in research this year. In March, a 

toddler in Mississippi made global headlines, 

after an intensive course of anti-HIV 

treatment apparently cleared her body of 

the virus. Then in July, two men 

in Boston were reportedly cured 

of HIV following bone marrow 

transplants from donors with an 

inbuilt genetic immunity.

All these things add to our 

understanding of HIV, and bring the 

cure a little bit closer. But we’re 

still quite some way off. Only last 

month, a study coming out of the US 

suggested the viral ‘reservoir’ – the 

spots in the brain and bone marrow 

where the virus hides, even when 

drug treatments have eliminated it 

from the rest of the body – is up to 

sixty times larger than previously 

thought, presenting a major new 

obstacle for researchers.

The cure we all hope for may still 

be a dot on the horizon, but 2013 

has brought us some welcome 

advances. Earlier in the summer, the 

Department of Health announced 

it was updating outdated regulations around HIV. From next 

April, surgeons, dentists and midwives with the condition will 

be able to practice again, so long as they are on treatment 

and have an undetectable viral load. Restrictions on the sale 

of HIV self-testing kits will be lifted too, allowing people who 

want to test at home the opportunity to do so.

Figures released last week by Public Health England suggest 

that, in the gay community’s ongoing fight against HIV, the 

community is starting to turn the tide. Testing rates are up 

dramatically, and the proportion of gay men with HIV who 

are undiagnosed has fallen to less than one in five. In 2005, 

that figure was around one in two.

Progress may feel slow at times, but it is 

steady. Inch by inch, we are getting there. The 

old messages – get tested, use a condom, stick 

to your medication – are working. They may not 

be the shiny cure that gets journalists hot and 

bothered, but they are the best we have until 

that day comes.

THT needs your help to promote the facts about HIV this World AIDS Day on Sunday 1st December. 

Visit www.tht.org.uk/askme to get involved.

It’s like claiming 

your car can reach 

110mph because the 

seatbelt works.”
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riginally named ‘Gay Men 

Fighting AIDS’, GMFA was 

founded in 1992 by a group of 

gay men who felt that there 

was not enough HIV prevention 

work being specifically targeted 

at homosexual males. In 2002 the charity 

broadened its remit to include all health issues 

disproportionately affecting gay men, and 

became ‘GMFA – the gay men’s health charity.’ 

Now they state that their mission is to improve 

gay men’s health by increasing the control gay 

men have over their own lives. 

GMFA run a series of websites and the printed 

FS Magazine, both devoted to gay men’s health, 

sex and life. Any questions you may have on gay 

sex and sexual health are answered in intimate 

and explicit detail, in deliberate retaliation 

against the absence of gay sexual matters in 

the national school curriculums of the 90s and 

00s. Huge amounts of information are available 

for HIV positive guys, London sexual health 

services, gay sporting clubs/groups and even 

how to quit smoking. 

However, the majority of GMFA’s funding 

has recently been cut. Matthew Hodson, the 

Principal editor told QX. ‘This is a tough time 

for HIV prevention, and across the statutory 

and charitable sector: budgets are being slashed, 

resources are being expended in large scale 

reorganisations and leadership is changing. All 

of this means profound changes for GMFA.’ It 

could also mean changes for the gay community, 

for whom Hodson says ‘increasing portions… 

are considerably less engaged with HIV 

prevention than in the past.’

How gay men meet one another for sex has 

changed. Before the advent of the internet 

and the smartphone it was confined to the 

physical limits of the bar, the club or the 

sauna. Applications like Grindr explodes 

these limits, and users can literally find sexual 

partners anywhere with great ease and rapidity. 

Sex parties are easily set-up and sexualised 

drug-taking often goes hand in hand with 

these environs. Crystal Meth and GHB are 

increasingly common, and their impact on safe 

sex is becoming more dangerous. 

How these drugs hamper clear thinking 

can be attributed to the spread of disease; 

men who would normally abstain from risky 

behaviour find themselves taking risks when 

their judgement is impaired. And whilst many 

people consider HIV to be a manageable 

medical condition these days, that is not to take 

into account the psychological and emotionally 

isolating effects of being the bearer of a disease 

that still has a huge stigma attached to it by the 

gay community and the wider world. 

HIV may be a manageable condition, but 

having it and taking medication does not mean 

the bearer is in the same state of health as 

you would be if you didn’t have it. And this 

is the message that GMFA feels must be got 

through to those who are HIV negative: you 

do not want to catch this virus, there is no 

cure, and prevention is a duty to ourselves as a 

community. We can write it here in this article 

and hope that it gets through to people, but 

the main method of spreading this message is 

through communication and education, services 

that were provided by GMFA.

Mark Longman, a Sexual Health Advisor 

based in a Central London Sexual Health and 

HIV service, views the cuts affecting GMFA 

‘with a deep sense of dread and despair.’ Having 

worked in sexual health and HIV prevention 

for over fifteen years, he 

states that in that time he 

has seen ‘the plethora of 

leaflets and information 

available’ to MSM (men 

who have sex with men) 

dwindle, leaving very 

little else other than FS 

magazine, a publication 

he greatly admires. 

Mark says how ‘over the 

years FS has taken a broad spectrum approach 

to sexual health and HIV with continually 

excellent features on STIs, HIV transmission, 

PEP, risk reduction and regular testing, whilst 

also considering and publishing the personal 

experiences of those living with HIV in an 

upbeat manner.’ He goes on to say how he has 

seen ‘dramatic increases’ in the spread of HIV 

and other STIs amongst gay men, and ‘without 

the likes of FS magazine, the last bastion of 

freely accessible health promotion out there, I 

shudder to think how many more there will be.’

It all looks to paint a sad, pessimistic picture 

for the gay community of London right now, 

but Matthew Hodson still retains a confidence 

that there are avenues of support out there 

for institutions like GMFA. ‘We believe that 

FS and our websites are both hugely valuable 

in providing gay men with information, advice 

and motivation to prevent the transmission 

of HIV,’ he says. ‘We believe they should be 

funded. Our goal over the coming months is 

to convince those who have the power to fund 

them to agree.’

In addition to seeking new means of funding, 

the charity itself is operating outside of 

contracts for the first time, taking the breathing 

space to refresh its own vision. Hodson says 

they ‘need to become a leaner, more efficient 

operation, depending on increasing support and 

guidance from the community that we serve and 

which, through the input of our supporters, our 

volunteers and our staff, we also represen
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What made you decide that now was 

the right time to release the film?

Well, you know I started work on it 

almost four years ago and it takes a 

while for your own curiosity, having gone 

through a period like that, to drive you 

back to that period and for me that took 

about fifteen years. And when I started 

going back to tell some of those stories 

– I’m a print journalist – I was really 

surprised how little people know. 

You thought the message was fading 

away?

Yes. It had somehow escaped the history 

books. And you know my generation had 

kind of stopped talking about it. I grew up 

knowing that the Holocaust generation 

didn’t talk about what happened to them. 

And I realised that we had stopped talking 

about what happened to us. And really 

you can hold us responsible for this lack 

of historicisation of this time. And so I 

thought if people don’t know it and they’re 

hungry for it then I should go back and 

begin to tell those stories. The film is part 

of a series of projects that I have about 

that period. 

And in terms of your interviewees 

and subjects did you know them 

personally? Was it hard to convince 

them to take part?

I knew them professionally. 

You know I was a journalist, 

not a member of Act 

Up. Although I’m in that 

footage, you can see me 

way in the background, in 

crowds on the sidewalk 

during the demonstration, 

interviewing people and 

just gathering my notes 

together. I was friendly only 

with one person from the 

group and that was Bob 

Rafsky who died in ’92, 

’93. But I’d interviewed 

most of those people in 

the past, so they knew me, they knew 

my work, and you know I’m still writing 

about AIDS, so I’m one of the few people 

who’s kind of covered the epidemic from 

the very beginning. But that didn’t make it 

easy for them to say yes to come talk to 

me. There was a lot of resistance and you 

know I think it was resistance to go back 

and revisit those years. I mean the hardest 

person for me to get to come and talk was 

Garance Franke-Riuta; she had a traumatic 

response to the epidemic and she responded 

to that traumatic memory by kind of closing 

it off and never discussing it. And in some 

ways she tried to eliminate it from her own 

personal history, which of 

course you can’t do, but it 

made her not want to come 

and sit and when she showed

up she was angry. 

How did you persuade 

her?

Well she had said yes, and

she lives in Washington 

and I live in New York 

so I brought my whole 

crew to Washington, 

which is expensive, for

independent thing like

We set up a studio an

it was time for her to

and she didn’t. She said she wasn’t

to come and she said she had not

say and I said ‘you know, we actu

hotel rooms for eleven people’. I

have to come, you just have to’. 

came from a sense of obligation

was angry at having to think ab

angry at having to talk about th

saying ‘I don’t remember anyt

remember anything’ – but yo

in the film how much she kne

The full interview with David F

on at: www.qxmagazine.com/
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PLAGUE

I grew up 

knowing that 

the Holocaust 

generation 

didn’t talk about 

what happened 

to them. And 

I realised that 

we had stopped 

talking about 

what happened 

to us.

How to Survive a Plague is out now in cinemas across London. 

H o w  t o  s u r v i v e  a

The most talked about film at this year’s London Gay and 

Lesbian Film Festival was undoubtedly How to Survive a 

Plague, a film about the AIDS epidemic of the 1980s and the 

Act Up group dedicated to saving the lives of gay men. We 

spoke with director David France to find out more about 

the film and why he decided to revisit this subject now…

By Patrick Cash
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ten years since I myself first climbed 

arrel in the corner of The George and 
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s?’ and this legendary boozer shows no 

tiring any time soon.

DJs, bar owners, promoters and trannies 

nsible for this transformation of the area 

with some modesty I include myself since 

proudly claim to be synonymous with the 

) have to a large extent helped ‘re-invent’ 

don’s gay scene. People go East for the 

xpected, so much so that the unusual has 

come commonplace to a point where it is 

e norm. Electro, house, pop, R’n’B and hip-

op nestle comfortably side by side which 

was rare, if unheard of a decade or so earlier 

the time whe

party together has almost pas

gets booked at different venues throughout the

borough on a busy Saturday. I 

am not claiming that it’s only in 

East London in which creative 

headway has and is made, at 

the height of the dance palace 

and ecstasy excesses of the 

90s Duckie blasted in and did 

things decidedly differently and 

continues to forge ahead with 

pioneering creative partying, but 

the excitement and obsession 

with all things East has made 

a significant cultural shift in 

how we go out. Yes of course, 

it’s not like the re-invention of 

the wheel, basically people get 

pissed, get off their tits and dance 

until they drop, but what is at 

the heart of what we are trying 

to do is make people smile, laugh 

and have fun and celebrate our 

differences and diversity.

I’ve had lots of talks recently 

with people who say how the area has changed 

and lost its identity. Its ‘
alternative-ness’ is 

becoming like the scene of ten years ago or the 

mainstream which they were trying to escape. 

I say ‘tough shit baby!’ It’s called being a victim 

of our own success. East London dared to do 

things differently and now everyone wants in 

on the action and I say hurrah for that. It would 

be easy just to open the doors of the bars and 

clubs and let the throngs in and think our work 

is done but the ‘re-invention’ must continue and 

it is a fluid process. The area is characterised 

by creativity and the gays are a fairly small if 

noisy part of a much bigger picture. I say, yes 

people will come over and bring some of the old 

homogenous attitude of yesterday and I say to 

them, put your top back on, think about having 

a conversation and for god sake smile! We are 

all part of the re-invention of our scene and in 

2013 I look around the part of London which 

has been my home now for almost 20 years and 

see a new, vibrant and creative community, and 

I use that word in it’s truest sense. I am proud 

to think I am part of this change, you are part 

of this change. We have done this ourselves 

and it is a cause for celebration. Let the facelift 

continue and ring the bells out for re-invention. 

Bring it on!

Catch Jonny doing his thang 

at the following venues soon:

Tramp, Dalston Superstore, 117 Kingsland Road, 

Dalston, E8 2PB. Saturday 11th May, 9pm-3am. 

Free before 10pm, £5 after. 

Jonny Woo: Wonder Woo-Man at the Soho 

Theatre, 21 Dean Street, Soho, W1D 3NE. 24th 

May – 1st June, 9.45pm. Tickets £15 (£12.50). 

Gay Bingo at the Soho Theatre, 7.30pm, 19th 

May. Tickets £12.50. 
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and it is a 
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re-invention.
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By Patrick Cash

TO SOME PEOPLE GAY MARRIAGE may be easy enough 

to accept, but gay parenting is a wholly different, and far more contentious, issue. There is a 

viewpoint, as voiced vehemently recently by groups like Manif Pour Tous in France, that to deprive 

a child of having both a mother and a father in its up-bringing is to deprive it of a basic human 

right. Evidently, the people who harbour this viewpoint ignore the legions of brave single parents 

who have brought up their children without either a mother or a father. Also, they omit to include 

the many children who have already been brought up by gay couples in the UK… Here we talk to 

two of those children, who happen also to be gay, as to their experiences of not only growing up 

gay in the UK, but growing up with gay parents, too. 

y parents 

were 

together 

for 

fourteen 

years and 

separated 

when I was nine years old. My mum ended 

the fourteen-year relationship and told my 

Dad the reason was because she was gay. 

Shortly after, my Dad also came out. I have 

lived with my Mum and her partner since 

the age of ten, so her partner is very much 

a huge part of my life and I consider her 

to be a step-parent; we have a very close 

relationship. My Dad moved away when my 

parents split up, but while living at home I 

would see him most weeks. 

Throughout my teenage years my Dad had 

the same partner and again we got on very 

well and he was fantastic with both me and 

my sister. Even though he and my father 

are now separated, I still re
gard him as an 

important part of my upbringing and he is 

attending my sister’s wedding next year! 

So, my family situation growing up was not 

dissimilar to many other families who have 

separated parents: I, like some of my friends, 

had ‘step parents’, the only difference was, 

they were gay!

My family moved from London when I was 

five years old and relocated to Norfolk. 

I went to high school in a relatively small 

countryside school. I rarely told anyone that 

my parents were gay. The one time I told a 

friend when I was only eleven years old at 

primary school, she stopped being my friend 

and thought it was weird. I think for that 

reason I tried to conceal it as much as I could. 

Like most teenagers I would be invited over 

for sleepovers, but I rarely returned the offer 

as I was so scared that my friends would 

realise that my mum was gay and I expected a 

negative reaction! 

I tried to keep it a secret through most of 

my time at high school, but the few friends 

I did tell whilst at high school seemed okay 

about it and were interested to know what 

it was like to be brought up by gay parents. 

However, some other people did find out and 

I heard people whispering about it, and some 

people did make nasty comments. 

One group at school even changed the lyrics 

of Fountain of Wayne’s ‘Stacey’s Mom’ into 

‘Grace’s mum is a lesbian’, which they would 

sing to me in the playground. I took most of 

the negativity with a pinch of salt. Those who I 

was friends with didn’t care and didn’t act any 

differently around my parents, and those who 

were negative, I just ignored.

It wasn’t until I was in the second year 

of university that I thought I might be gay. 

I spent most of my time at university with 

the women’s football team of which I would 

estimate over half were gay. I remember 

telling one of the older girls that I thought 

I might be gay and she asked the obvious 

questions including ‘what would your parents 

say, if you came out?’ I obviously laughed and 

explained that it would be the easiest coming 

out ever; my parents would obviously not care 

and would support me. 
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henever a story 

breaks about a 

potential new 

‘cure’ for HIV 

(and there have 

been at least six this year), it 

generally falls to THT to piss on 

everyone’s chips. We don’t do this 

to be contrary, or because we’re 

scared a cure will have us all out of 

a job (that would be the happiest 

redundancy process ever); we 

do it because researchers, with 

the best of motives, are getting 

seriously ahead of themselves.

Funding for HIV research is a 

fraction of what it used to be. 

With less money in the pot, 

scientists can view a few good 

headlines as the thing that keeps 

a faltering funding stream from 

drying up completely. This might 

explain why, for the last few years, 

researchers have been seeing ‘the cure’ in everything from 

samples of the virus in a petri dish to animal trials on cats. 

One recent story trumpeted a ‘promising new vaccine’ when 

scientists hadn’t even observed how it interacts with the 

virus; only that someone could take it without keeling over. 

That’s like claiming your car can reach 110mph because the 

seatbelt works.

The only thing that can tell us whether a drug is effective 

is a phase 3 human trial, a stage only a fraction of studies 

reach. The broader concern is the effect these jump-the-

gun ‘cure’ stories are having on people’s attitudes toward 

the virus. Our new survey of people with HIV reported 

almost half had encountered someone who 

believed a cure already exists.

That’s not to say there haven’t been steps 

forward in research this year. In March, a 

toddler in Mississippi made global headlines, 

after an intensive course of anti-HIV 

treatment apparently cleared her body of 

transplants fro

inbuilt genetic immunity.
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THT needs your help to promote the facts about HIV this World AIDS Day on Sunday 

Visit www.tht.org.uk/askme to get involved.
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Now an annual institution, 

LGBT History Month 

is all about celebrating the 

achievements of LGBT people 

and gaining awareness for those 

silenced and suppressed in the 

past. It’s an important force in schools and now includes over 

1,000 events each year. We 

caught up with Co-Chair Sue 

Sandersthis month’s calendar of events. 

suppor
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It really is open to everyone. 

Getting knowledge across about a 

community that has been ignored 

for a long time is many people’s 

business. Schools are now using it 

more and the we have supplied loads 

of resources for them on all three 

websites. Museums and galleries 

are now being much more inclusive and 

thanks to the month there are now some 

really interesting public exhibitions; see 

the London Museum, British Museum and 

the Manchester War Museum. There are 

many projects up and down the country 

that are being funded by the heritage lottery 

developing archives, among them are 

Burnley and the Pink Singers.

How has the event grown over the 

years?

had 100 events, by the following year we had 

grown massively to incorporate up to 1,000 

in our calendar. These days many 

some not even 
inth

What are you focusing on in 2013?

We decided to celebrate all things 

year with our link to Alan Turing. We have 

already had a very prestigious pre launch at 

Bletchley Park with Turing’s nephew. Our 

people in the maths, science and technology 

area for both educational and business 

they are making their culture respectful 

and welcoming to LGBT employees 

and customers, as well as educating 

about prejudice and challenging negative 

stereotypes of LGBT people. A tall order, so 

we need some help!

Which events are you most excited 

about this year?

There are so many great events organised 

h r people I can’t name them all, so 

n the website 

We need to 

learn about 

our history, 

the people 
who went 
before us 
and helped 

make our 
lives easier

“
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HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE participated in a 

colourful protest against Russia’s homophobic 

censorship laws last weekend close to the gates 

of Downing Street.

Those who attended included gay broadcaster, 

actor and writer Stephen Fry, former London 

mayoral candidate and retired police officer 

Brian Paddick, and veteran human rights 

campaigner Peter Tatchell. 

Activists from Moscow and places such as 

Uganda were also present along with entertainers 

and club DJs from London’s gay scene. 

Hours earlier Prime Minister David Cameron 

tweeted to say it would not be appropriate to 

boycott the 2014 Russian Winter Olympics – 

but that he had great sympathy for the plight of 

the country’s LGBT community.

The PM was responding to last week’s open 

b Stephen Fry, who had warned that 

ir Putin was making 
to

Peter Tatchell: ‘I want to know what 

David Cameron is going to do to 

challenge homophobia in Russia’

Speaking to PinkNews.co.uk at the 

demonstration Peter Tatchell condemned the 

lack of action taken against Russia from both 

David Cameron and the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC).

He told PinkNews.co.uk that “David Cameron 

says he opposes a boycott of the Sochi Winter 

Olympics, I want to know what he is going to 

do to challenge homophobia in Russia. So far he 

hasn’t given any answers and if he doesn’t come 

up with a plan he will in affect be colluding with 

the Putin regime.”

When asked about the effectiveness of the 

protests against Russia and the call for boycotts 

Tatchell said: “This protest and the boycott 

of Russian vodka have been really effective 

at raising awareness of the homophobic 

persecution in Russia. They’ve put it into the 

s and got the message out to millions of 

t new

PRESSURE ON RUSSIA

London demonstrates against homophobia in Russia
Special Report

Photos: chrisjepson.com
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On Tuesday of this week, two days before the G20 

summit meeting in Moscow, an extraordinary collection 

of London’s gay community and its ardent friends and 

supporters assembled outside Downing Street to protest 

the situation of gay rights in Russia. Organised by QX’s 

editor Cliff Joannou, Peter Tatchell and the All Out ‘global 

movement for love and equality’, this second Russian 

protest has made political headway both here in Britain 

and around the world, calling upon David Cameron and 

other world leaders to ask Putin directly to repeal his 

anti-gay legislation. 

  As news of the protest spread, Peter Tatchell was offered 

a meeting on Tuesday during the day with the Foreign 

Office to discuss what is happening in Russia and what 

can be done about it under international relations.  At 

the protest itself Liberal Democrat MP Chris Bryant 

turned up to speak, and has promised to raise the 

matter in Parliament. Paul O’Grady was also witnessed 

in attendance, as well as well-known scene figures and 

businessmen such as Gary Henshaw and the Ku Bar boys. 

Globally, there were protests held on the same day in 

over thirty other cities, from Los Angeles to Stockholm to 

Managua.  

  Russia is not the only country in the world with 

problems to do with treatment of gay rights. Many other 

states have draconian and disquieting laws infringing upon 

the human rights of their citizens. However, with the 

furore over Russia, the Winter Olympics at Sochi 2014, 

and the international headlines they are making, it shows 

that the world is speaking about equality. Perhaps, if we can 

make our voice heard through these protests, and change 

one country’s 

political standing, 

then the signal may 

sound to other 

countries that it is 

time to follow.  

  What we are 

fighting for is 

equality for all, 

wherever the place 

of their birth.  

LOVE RUSSIA, HA

TUESDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER, 5-8P

WORDS BY PATRICK CASH

PHOTOS BY CHRIS JEPSON 
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couldn’t be further from a gay 

marriage if you stuck me on 

a rocket ship and sent me to 

the moon. In fact, as many of 

my friends may tell you, you’ll 

be seeing a fair few more 

EastEnders Christmas specials 

before you ever see me walk 

down the aisle. (As other 

friends may also tell you, that 

white wedding dress is looking 

decidedly muddied and tattered right now.)

But just because the issue of gay marriage 

doesn’t actually apply to my current status 

quo, it doesn’t mean I don’t understand how 

incredibly important this is to our community.

For years, gay relationships were deemed 

illegal, conducted in secret and behind 

closed doors. After the decriminalisation of 

homosexuality in 1967, the early formations 

of a more visible gay community began to 

appear. By 1972, we were marching en masse 

with Pride, demanding further rights and 

equalities - in employment, in social justice, and 

beyond. Over the years, hard fought battles 

were won: the age of consent was lowered; 

Section 28 was dropped; Civil Partnerships 

were introduced. With each change of the law, 

society became more tolerant. 

While society does indeed often dictate the 

direction our politicians move their ideologies 

in with a view to those Parliamentarians 

winning votes, in many cases it is only 

after these policies are enshrined as legally 

recognised that wider society changes its 

opinions on what was once taboo. If you asked 

the general populace about its views on the 

equal age of consent or whether they agreed 

with Civil Partnerships, the answers you will 

receive today will certainly be more accepting 

and favourable than the more homophobic 

attitudes of the early ‘90s. 

The message of gay marriage is more than 

a simple case of your best mates getting 

hitched and throwing a big party. It’s a 

hugely important issue 

of acceptance that will 

have a profound affect 

on generations of LGBT 

people for years to come. 

The majority of us were 

raised in a culture where 

gay relationships were 

either frowned upon, or 

even plainly illegal for the 

older members of our 

community. Should gay 

marriage be given legal 

recognition, generations 

of young and unborn 

LGBT children will grow 

up in a world where their 

future relationships are 

socially - acceptable. It’s 

the greatest, single most powerful win for the 

sentiment that could ever be gained. 

Yet, despite the good it will bring, gay 

marriage is being likened to the end of 

civilisation by the Christian Right. Oh yes, it’s 

not Katie Price’s latest whirlwind marriage 

to her stripper lover that will encourage the 

oncoming apocalypse. Nor will the widely 

reported eleven year affair that MP Bob 

Blackman conducted with another Tory 

councillor bring shame on this holiest of 

institutions. (Blackman who had previously 

claimed marriage could only work between 

“one man and one woman”.) But the end is nigh 

because gay marriage will see the union of two 

men, or women, who love each other. 

But what right do Christians have to lay claim 

to the ownership of marriage in any case? For it 

is certainly not a Christian creation. The idea of 

a union between people has existed long before 

evidence of marriage dates back over 4,000 

years to Mesopotamia - before said Bible and 

its stories of King Solomon and his 700 wives 

and 300 concubines). Are 

these same Christians 

staking ownership of 

marriage over China, 

Asia and Africa? These 

civilizations also featured 

the custom in their 

cultures long before the 

Christian bandwagon 

came along. There is even 

evidence of ‘male-bonding 

ceremonies’ conducted 

in churches across the 

Mediterranean right up 

to the 13th century, until 

the Byzantine Emperor 

Andronicus II declared 

such ceremonies to be 

unchristian. 

Not to mention the fact 

that the current notion of romantic love that 

Christians espouse is a recent one, popularised 

only since the 19th century. Prior to that, 

arranged marriages were the norm. Indeed, for 

centuries marriage was only ever a necessary 

transaction founded in the need to lay claim over 

wealth and power, or to continue lineage. And 

before the women’s rights movement, marriage 

was also used as a way to subordinate a woman 

under the control of a man. It wasn’t until said 

feminist movement that wives began to gain an 

equal position in the marriage, with many now 

deemed to be ‘wearing the trousers’. 

So, let’s dispense with the puerile arguments 

from the ridiculous notion that gay marriage 

is the impending end to society as we know it. 

It’s simply about equality. And beyond that, it’s 

also about love and commitment, should you 

choose to formalise your union in the eyes of 

the law. The idea of marriage, of committing 

yourself legally and spiritually to another 

person, might not be for everyone, but it most 

certainly should be the option for everyone if 

they so choose it. 

Please help make Gay Marriage a reality by emailing your MP before 5th 

I

Putaringon it
On Tuesday 5th February, MPs will 

vote on Gay Marriage. It is perhaps the 

single most important issue to affect 

the UK’s LGBT community this year. Whether the idea of gay 

marriage is something that actually has any relevance to you 

now, or your future relationships, Cliff Joannou argues that 

it’s importance to us all cannot be taken for granted…

It would be the 

greatest, single 

most powerful win 

for the fight against 

anti-gay sentiment 

that could ever  

be gained.”
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ast week the gay community in England and 

Wales conquered one of its major stepping 

stones in the struggle to have homosexual 

partnerships be fully recognised as equal to 

those unions of marriage by civil law. This is 

perhaps the best news we could have had in 

time for St. Valentine’s Day. 

However, we may not all be rushing to the 

registrar just yet. After all, one still needs to 

and physically attractive, there’s also the issue 

of sexual compatibility: top, bottom, versatile... 

between. But what if the person you fall in love 

with has an HIV status different to yours?

That’s right. Could you love someone who 

is HIV positive? And if you are HIV positive, 

would you let yourself fall in love with 

someone who is HIV negative and risk the 

possibility of rejection?

to overcome. Stigma and discrimination 

surrounds people living with HIV. And this 

courage and education.

It has been 8½ years since I was told that 

I was HIV positive.  It was the summer 

of 2004 in Spain, Barcelona, at a medical 

African prostitutes and heroin addicts would 

get tended to, but I was neither of these 

stereotypes. I was a recently heart broken, in 

his early-twenties, promiscuous gay male. The 

other stereotype they tended.

When I was told so candidly by the doctor 

that I was HIV positive the only thing that came 

to my mind were the stories and images from 

the 80s and 90s of people dying from AIDS. 

The drama queen inside me (yes, we all have 

one) came out, so I quickly asked the doctor 

how long I had to live. He responded that with 

medication about 10 to 20 years. I didn’t believe 

him, I thought I had less.

Looking back at it; my ignorance and fear 

dramatised my HIV diagnosis. I didn’t speak to 

anyone about it for the next six months. (Big 

mistake, don’t do this! Talk about it.) 

Secretly I expected the worst. Yet strangely 

as this may sound, I even romanticised the 

whole idea of being HIV positive. Voluptas 

Dolendi perhaps?

It’s 2013 and the truth has been very different, 

both the doctor and I have been proven wrong. 

I take one pill a day, nothing romantic about 

Today people who are diagnosed early on 

and who take their medication can live to 

old age without any major changes to their 

lives and hardly any side effects at all, thanks 

to the sheer amount of continuous research 

and development of new drugs by scientists. 

Hooray, for doctors, scientists, and all the 

people who supported them.

Now, OK, I’ve said hardly any side effects 

mainly because there is one huge side effect: life.

HIV positive people are living healthier and 

more normal lives than ever before, some might 

even argue that we now could have the same life 

expectancy as that of HIV negative people. 

Living with HIV has become part of our 

1 in 7 men on 

London’s gay scene 

have HIV, which means 

the vast majority of 

us have had sex with 

many, many HIV+ men 

in our lifetimes. But 

what happens when 

one man has HIV, the 

other is negative, and 

that casual encounter 

becomes a boyfriend, 

which then turns into a 

full-blown relationship 

- and even love? Aaron 

Garcia de Alba presents 

a personal account 

of his experiences 

as a HIV positive gay 

also positive, and his 

and talks life, love and 

sex in a serodiscordant 

relationship…L
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contemporary lives. Until a 

cure is found, HIV is here to 

stay whether we like it or not.

As people living with HIV 

we will need to learn to deal 

with a number of issues: 1) 

The most important of all 

is to stop feeling guilty and 

ashamed, for we were the 

unlucky ones who got infected 

doing something which 

everybody does, everyday, 

all over the planet. Get over 

it. 2) To handle our diagnosis 

and take our medication. 3) Learn to be brave 

ignorance and social stigma which often haunts 

living with HIV.

If you are HIV negative you might be thinking: 

“Thank God I don’t need to worry about that” 

because you may be very careful to always have 

Which is absolutely correct. Wearing a 

condom is the best way to protect you from 

getting infected. 

However, the reality is 

that the day will come 

when you meet the guy 

of your dreams, you’ve 

played your cards well 

and started dating. 

Soon you realise that 

you both have so much 

in common: you love 

his kisses; he laughs at 

your jokes; you think 

and soon you begin to 

daydream of your future holidays together on 

the hot beaches of Sitges; the music repertoire 

for your wedding; all the friends and family you 

All is perfect. You have fallen in love. But then 

he tells you he’s HIV positive. 

What would you do?

A newly diagnosed HIV positive person may 

mainly due to lack of information about HIV.  

Emotions run high; feelings of regret and guilt 

are haunting.  After an initial rollercoaster, 

acceptance sets in and most fears will dissipate, 

except one. The fear of rejection.

As humans we like to belong to society 

and live in loving relationships, hence a very 

common misconception of recently diagnosed 

people with HIV is that they will 

never be loved again. And yes, I 

also thought this. 

It’s Valentine’s Day, the day 

of friendship, love and why not 

sex?  What a perfect excuse to 

talk about love and sex in the 

times of HIV.

LET’S TALK ABOUT SEX!

Let’s cut to the chase. We 

come from sex, we enjoy having 

sex and we are gay not because 

of the dressing up, the mincing, 

the lisp or the frivolous partying. 

We are gay because we enjoy 

having sex with people of our 

same gender. And unprotected 

intercourse is the main route to 

how HIV is transmitted. 

There is a reason that THT and other gay 

sexual health agencies are continually appealing 

to the gay community to get tested, and that is 

because knowing your status can save your life. 

Having HIV is not solely about being infected 

with a virus, it’s about identifying your viral 

load, which differs for every single person 

who has it. If you have a high viral load, you 

need medication – medication helps bring 

your viral load down, to undetectable levels, 

so it doesn’t impact your immune system, 

and makes you less likely to pass on HIV 

to a negative person (although, of course, 

transmission is still p
ossible which is why 

condoms are still so important).

I’ll admit that sex without a condom feels 

more intimate, but this is also how most people 

- and myself - contract HIV. 

I’ve had two steady boyfriends since my 

diagnosis who were and still are negative 

(yes, I’m currently single FYI). Sex with them 

positive after a few dates; he was perfectly 

cool with it. He didn’t like to wear condoms 

and to be honest neither did I.  We agreed 

that if he would top me, we would do it raw, 

but if I would top him we would do it safe. 

This was our safe(ish) trade-off since I was 

taking my medication, and my HIV viral load 

was considered undetectable in my system, 

however, yes there were still risks, but we 

were both aware of them. We had a great 

sexual relationship, and we broke up for 

other reasons.  We’re still friends and he’s 

still negative.

However, with the other boyfriend we 

decided to keep it safe both ways, from the 

beginning, and we also had a great sex life. We 

later drifted apart because we had different 

goals in life.  Our break-up was nothing to do 

with HIV, we’re still very good friends and he’s 

still negative. 

The fact remains, in both cases I knew my 

status and was also on medication. 

“ A very 

common 

misconception 

of recently 

diagnosed 

people with 

HIV is that 

they will never 

be loved again. 

And yes, I also 

thought this.”

“ It’s ridiculous 

that so many 

of the younger 

set don’t 

practice safe 

sex… The fact 

that HIV can 

be managed 

relatively 

easily is 

wonderful, 

but it’s not an 

excuse to play 

Mike
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 ON SATURDAY 29TH JUNE  this year 

London celebrated Gay Pride, as a huge 

parade passed down Oxford and Regent 

Streets and the gay bars of Soho and 

beyond waved their rainbow flags above 

the door, packed with proud revellers. 

On the same day in St Petersburg, 

forty gay rights demonstrators were 

pelted with eggs and rocks by Russian 

nationalists and detained by local police 

for trying to hold a Gay Pride rally in 

the city. The next day, Sunday June 

30th, Putin signed into law the anti-gay 

propaganda bill. 

Since this passing the news that has 

come out of Russia in relation to its 

treatment of the LGBT community within 

the country has steadily got worse. The 

contemporary culture website Buzzfeed, 

often more renowned for its satirical 

articles, posted a serious link entitled 

‘36 Photos From Russia That Everyone 

Needs to See’, some of which have 

been reprinted here. The 36 photos it 

publicised came from that attempted Gay 

Pride rally in St Petersburg and other 

rallies or parades the LGBT community 

has tried to hold. As you can see, each 

depicts violence or brutality committed 

against gay citizens, either by their fellow 

citizens or their country’s police force. 

In some cases the brutality against 

LGBT citizens is a lot worse than can 

be shown in the images here. Vigilante 

attacks against gay people on the streets 

have increased and there are two 

reports of young men being murdered 

for being or simply suspected of being 

gay. In both cases these men were 

tortured before they were killed, one 

sodomised with beer bottles and the 

of solidarity. Every year we have a new 

generation of young guys on the gay 

scene in London and they don’t realise 

how lucky they are. Both Manchester 

and Brighton Prides need to say 

something about this and Manchester 

should reconsider its twin-ship with 

St Petersburg. Also, Europe needs to 

follow Iceland’s example and start putting 

pressure on Moscow.”

Ku Bar owner Gary Henshaw spoke of 

how he visited Moscow in March 2012: 

“I attended a gay club where I watched 

the Eurovision Song Contest with 

hundreds of gay Muscovites. The next 

morning I went looking for the planned 

and banned Gay Pride march. I failed 

to find it and I was quite angry at the 

time, thinking where were all the LGBT 

crowds from the previous evening? Now 

with hindsight I realise that gay Russians 

live in fear of the authorities… I will not 

visit Russia again unless it revokes these 

laws, or unless it is to
 show solidarity 

with our LGBT brothers and sisters. 

One thing I can do is to resolve to 

boycott Russian brands.”

With Russia hosting the Winter 

Olympics 2014 the world’s spotlight is 

increasingly centred on its LGBT rights 

record, and there are many worried 

about whether gay tourists to the 

country will be arrested under this law. 

Already four Dutch men have been 

arrested in Murmansk for breaching 

it. Perhaps banning Russian vodka in 

gay bars won’t make any real impact 

on the country’s ailing economy, but 

our message is clear: LGBT citizens of 

Russia, you are not alone, and we are 

standing with you. 

Europe needs 

to follow 

Iceland’s 

example and 

start putting 

pressure on 

Moscow.”

other having his body burned. Just last 

week, on the 26th July, a story broke of 

neo-Nazi groups in the country luring 

gay teens into traps through dating 

websites, and torturing them then 

forcing them to come out in humiliating 

videos to send to their families. 

But this news is not going unnoticed. 

On 18th July, Iceland was the first 

country to announce it could potentially 

cut ties with Moscow over the passage 

of this anti-gay law. Many within the UK 

have urged David Cameron to follow 

suit. And, if international diplomatic 

pressure comes to no avail, gay bars 

across the world are taking matters into 

their own hands by placing economic 

pressure on Russian industry, first by 

banning Russian vodkas. Gay rights 

activist Dan Savage called for a boycott 

on 25th July, and since then bars from 

Canada, USA and UK have responded. 

At the time of writing (26th July) 

London’s Ku Bar, G-A-Y and The Shadow 

Lounge are the London brands supporting 

the ban in recognition of the plight of 

LGBT citizens in Russia. Tolis Simpson, 

manager of the Shadow Lounge, said, 

“We have to take a stand where they 

might notice. Money. What set me off 

was having an argument with this Russian 

girl who said to me: there are no gays in 

Russia. The women are too beautiful.”

G-A-Y owner Jeremy Joseph says that 

this move is not merely about affecting 

the Russian economy, “It’s about a show 

?
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IT STARTS WITH YOU

ave you heard of the 

term ‘syndemic’? Related 

to epidemic, it’s defined 

as two or more diseases/

societal problems that 

work together to create a bigger negative 

impact on a community’s health than if 

there were just one. Most people will be 

able to tell you that the last epidemic the 

gay community lived through was the AIDS 

decimation of the 1980s. What not as many 

may know though is that our community is 

currently, in 2013, technically living in a new 

syndemic: that of widespread party drug 

use – mephedrone, GHB and crystal meth – 

combined with high-risk sexual practices. 

It’s been realised for a while that there’s a 

problem in certain sections of the gay scene 

related to drug use. People were beginning 

to remark that you could go to some clubs 

on the weekends and see people who’d been 

up for days; that over a course of months 

you could witness a visible physical change 

for the worse in some guys who’d too totally 

adopted this lifestyle. Yet the problem of 

this syndemic is no longer confined to clubs. 

It’s spilled out of their limits in the forms of 

chill-outs and sex parties, all over London, 

at least in part driven by the recent rise in 

smartphone hook-up apps. 

Let’s be honest, I’m writing about this 

world as a world I know. I could now speak 

about the incidences I’ve witnessed of 

people misjudging their use of drugs, or the 

guys who actively go out of their way to 

try and stop you using condoms. But these 

symptoms, whilst physically problematic to 

the gay community’s health, don’t explain 

the real psychology behind this syndemic. 

It’s not enough to just say ‘drugs and unsafe 

sex are bad.’ We know there’s a tripwire 

between hedonism and self-destruction, 

but to try and repair it we’ve got to first 

understand why so many are tripping.  

‘People use drugs for the problems they’ve 

got, all drugs serve a problem of some sort,’ 

says David Stuart from LGBT drug/addiction 

charity Antidote, who run walk-in club drug 

clinic Code on Tuesdays at 56 Dean Street. 

‘If you offer the average gay guy heroin, it’s 

a dissociative, and that doesn’t work. The 

gay community needs a drug for a different 

purpose, tied up with their relationship to 

sex. Historically it was illegal, it was a mental 

health disorder, it’s been a crime. 

‘It’s the sex that your Mum and Dad 

are imagining your sister in a marriage, 

when they imagine you with your partner 

they’re picturing shit on dicks basically, 

so I mean sex is really complicated for a 
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lot of people. To find a tool or drug that 

taps into that is like ‘ah yes, I’m horny and 

I’m allowed to be, I like getting fucked, 

I like being a bottom.’’ Later in our 

conversation, Stuart delves even deeper 

into the modern gay male psyche to give 

his own theories upon this rationale:   

‘Human beings learn about anything as 

infants that they incorporate into their 

lives later on, from feeling love to feeling 

worthwhile, and in an ideal family you’re 

accepted, that is intimacy. A lot of gay men, 

they were pretending to their Mum and Dad 

they were straight, they were pretending 

at school, performing all the time, a hyper-

vigilance about being discovered and 

rejected. That’s a very unhealthy way for a 

child to spend every minute of their life, and 

it’s the exact opposite of intimacy. 

‘Sex is about a hell of a lot of things, but 

it’s also about intimacy. We’re trying to 

negotiate a world where sex is normalised 

with no frame for intimacy, and that might 

be directly responsible for the harm that 

we’re seeing with people using drugs as a 

tool because they disinhibit us, they take 

away that hypervigilance, they take away that 

fear of being rejected.’

Finally in my talk with Stuart, I ask him 

what he thinks is the best way of dealing 
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with this situation in health terms, and he 

is adamant with his response. ‘Everyone 

should be able to travel,’ he states. ‘Drugs 

have been divided by boroughs. You go to 

your local borough drugs service and say ‘oh 

my god, I’ve stayed awake for three days, I’m 

getting fisted by three men, and I still have 

a good time but I don’t understand why I’m 

doing it’, you want to say that to someone 

who’s straight and who has no idea about 

it? You’re not going to do it. Every minority 

group, every most ‘at-risk’ group, should be 

able to travel outside of their borough to 

find expert care. That will reduce HIV, it will 

reduce Hepatitis C, it will reduce drug use, it 

will reduce harm. It’s the only way to go.’

Drug use and high-risk sexual behaviour 

are essentially two sides of the same coin 

for many gay men in London, and a number 

of influential figures in gay men’s health are 

arguing that they be treated in conjunction 

with one another rather than the separation 

local boroughs traditionally operate. 

This need is made more pertinent by the 

recent dissolution of the pan-London HIV 

prevention programme in April 2013. Yuzef 

Azad, Director of Policy and Campaigns at 

the National AIDS Trust, told us: 

‘In terms of the syndemic, I think there 

have been small-scale activities but the 

bottom line is there haven’t been as yet any 

upscale pan-London systematic attempts 

to address the interrelation between 

problematic drug use and alcohol use and 

high-risk sex. However, this has really 

come up the agenda as an issue in the last 

nine months. One reason why there’s been 

increased attention is the fact that for the 

first time we’re getting strong evidence 

that gay men are injecting. Traditional drug 

policies are driven by an injecting risk.

‘We have sent the London Councils an 

open letter saying ‘you need to commission 

drug services tailored for gay men.’ And 

they need to be pan-London, which means 

that whichever borough you’re in in London 

you need to be able to access a specialised 

service, because you won’t be able to afford 

a good quality specialised 

service in every borough 

for this high-specific 

need. You need three 

or four, however many, 

centres of excellence 

in London to which 

anyone can go wherever 

they are in the city and if 

that’s to work all London 

Councils need to chip in 

basically.’

I contacted Public Health England 

(PHE) to ask them some questions 

about the issues raised within this 

article. When asked if they were aware 

of the current problem with the health 

of men who have sex with men (MSM) 

in London, they said yes, and supplied 

some of their statistics: ‘MSM accounted 

for 54% of new HIV diagnoses in 2011. It 

is estimated that one fifth of HIV positive 

MSM do not know their status. MSM also 

accounted for 57% of gonorrhoea cases in 

London and 81% of syphilis… PHE would 

recommend a holistic approach to the 

current health issues facing MSM as they are 

caused by a variety of complex social and 

personal factors, including an emerging issue 

regarding recreational drug use.

‘It is recognized that traditional drug 

harm reduction services have traditionally 

been designed to meet the needs of opiate 

users. There is evidence that MSM are 

using different recreational drugs and 

therefore commissioners will have to 

consider how best to design services to 

meet their needs. When accessing services, 

choice is an important factor for men who 

have sex with men and the most effective 

or accessible services may not be those 

provided locally. The currently on-going 

London HIV needs assessment will be the 

foundation for future commissioning of HIV 

prevention in the capital.’

Encouraging words from PHE, and in fact, 

in terms of services and people working for 

the gay community in London, it all feels 

quite encouraging despite recent funding 

cuts. People like David Stuart and Yusef 

Azad are committed and passionate about 

their jobs and helping the health of gay men, 

to staunch the tide of London’s syndemic. 

Yet, as with the Terrence Higgins Trust’s 

recent HIV campaign ‘It Starts With Me’, 

a degree of personal responsibility 

must be admitted for any of these 

services to work and any of this 

funding and programme-making 

to be worthwhile. It starts with 

understanding yourself, starts 

with knowing how to appreciate 

and love yourself. It starts with 

acknowledging there is a problem 

if there is one, and then doing 

something about it. 
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‘To find a tool or 

drug that taps into 

that is l ike ‘ah 

yes, I ’m horny 

and I ’m allowed 

to be, I l ike 

getting fucked, 

I l ike being a 

bottom.’’ – 

David Stuart, 

Antidote

‘For the first time we’re 

getting strong evidence that 

gay men are injecting.’  

– Yuzef Azard, NAT

Code Clinic is on Tuesdays 5-7pm at 

56 Dean Street, Soho, W1D 6AQ. 

Free. www.antidote-lgbt.com

To read the open letter from NAT to 

the London Councils, visit: 

www.nat.org.uk

David Stuart will be speaking at a 

public forum event named ‘Chem-

Sex: Dangers in our bedrooms, 

lives, communities’ on Thursday 

21st November at the RVT, 372 

Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 

5HY. Doors 7pm, £5. www.rvt.org.uk

A group of the UK’s leading HIV 

charities have recently released 

a joint statement outlining 

their position on Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis (PrEP), a promising 

new HIV prevention strategy that is 

currently being trialled in the UK. 

For more details and to find out 

about the trial visit: 

www.proud.mrc.ac.uk
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By Patrick Cash

‘WE’RE BEING OFFERED a chance 

of respectability in bourgeois terms and 

we’re expected to behave like we’re petty 

bourgeois,’ emphatically states David Pollard, 

charismatic owner of the much loved 

Joiner’s. ‘What it does to London I think, is 

it makes it a less attractive place to be, a less 

enjoyable place to be.’

Since it was abruptly announced a few 

weeks ago that the Met police had requested 

a review of its licensing hours from Tower 

Hamlets Council, the campaign to save The 

Joiner’s Arms has soared from strength 

to strength. 2,500 people have signed the 

online petition and many of its regular 

customers have joined in the effort to raise 

awareness, such as organising letter-writing 

nights to Tower Hamlets. The thing is, they 

say, The Joiner’s is not just a pub, it is a 

nightlife community.

David speaks of how his pub brings 

people together, not just as a safe haven 

for the LGBT residents living in the East 

End, but also for nationalities – at one 

point they had Palestinians and Israelis 

working together behind the bar, unired by 

The Joiner’s quintessential charm. Ex-staff 

speak happily of David throwing dinner 

in the pub on Christmas Day for those 

employees who couldn’t go back home to 

be with their families. 

We contacted Tower Hamlets Council to 

contribute to this article, but they still hadn’t 

replied by the time we went to press. 

The police’s involvement in the Joiner’s Arms 

case is allegedly because of a spate of mobile 

thefts at the venue, and a fight that occurred 

on the street outside last year. Up in Dalston, 

it is also stated that the police are behind 

Hackney Council’s proposed clampdown on 

new late night licenses in the area. 

‘The overwhelming majority of licensees 

take their responsibility very seriously 

indeed,’ said Matthew Horne, Hackney’s 

police borough commander in a statement 

on his Tumblr account. ‘Some don’t. Some 

choose profits first and the wellbeing and 

safety of their patrons second. That’s when 

we step in and ask for a review of their license 

conditions. This may mean improving security 

and CCTV or varying the opening hours.’

Yet the Joiner’s Arms has recently installed 

an entirely new CCTV system at the local 

police’s bequest, and now the force has 

still gone ahead with calling for a licensing 

review. Ultimately, restricting the venues’ 

opening hours isn’t going to stop the crime 

that might have occurred at these venues. 

Increased security and CCTV might do – 

restrict the venue’s hours and the crime will 

simply move elsewhere, on to the streets or 

to another venue.

A large focus behind the moves in Vauxhall 

seems to be drugs. Councillor Jack Hopkins, 

cabinet member for safer and stronger 

neighbourhoods, is quoted as saying: ‘If 

[venues’] operations bring drug-dealing, anti-

social behaviour or nuisance to an area… 

We have a responsibility to residents and 

other businesses to intervene.’ 

Proposals that have hit the headlines in 

particular have been suggested measures to 

limit trading hours to 2am. These kinds of 

licensing restrictions do not appear to be 

the answer to tackling drugs or residents’ 

health in relation to drugs. As with crime, 

stop the clubs and the drugs will simply 

move elsewhere. The problem is not the 

clubs; the problem, where there may be one 

in London’s gay scene, is a particular mindset 

and an appetite and restricting licensing is 

not going to deter this mentality. 
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You may have heard recently of the plight of the famous gay pub The Joiner’s Arms on 

Hackney Road. New licensing proposals seek to restrict its opening hours from 4am on 

the weekends to 12.30am every night of the week, effectively killing its main business 

revenue. But all over London right now there have recently been licensing reviews, 

often in areas with a large concentration of gay venues, such as Dalston and Vauxhall. 

QX decided to get to the heart of what’s going on, try and ascertain why, and how it 

could affect the capital’s nightlife scene...
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WHAT’S UP, 

If there’s something up, then it isn’t simply sex and its 

relation to drugs. Sex is generally enjoyable. Drugs can be 

enjoyable, too. A lot of people enjoy both of them and often 

at the same time. The great hand of moralising Puritanism isn’t going to stretch 

down from the heavens and smite you for admitting to enjoying these pleasures. We’re 

only human, after all. ¶What’s up is problematic drug use linked 

to unsafe sex, STIs being transmitted rampantly because of 

this and rising HIV rates across the capital. The spread of disease, 

without a thought to its perfectly possible prevention (the condom), shows a real lack of 

concern and self-esteem amongst gay men, which possibly spurs on their drug use...

By Patrick Cash OD C?

t’s a kind of crazy 

Catch-22, serpent 

eating itself, where 

men who have sex 

with men are taking 

drugs to free up their 

inhibitions and smother 

their difficulties, which 

makes them take 

sexual risks that could 

potentially send them 

into a greater tangle of 

social difficulties and, 

consequently, heavier 

drug use. ‘People take 

drugs for the problems 

they’ve got,’ says David 

Stuart of club-drugs 

clinic Antidote. 

This is speaking of 

specifically problematic 

drug use; we’re not 

aiming to demonise 

drug users or imply 

that because someone 

takes a bump or two 

at the weekend in a 

club they have a drugs 

problem. But the gay 

community does have a 

disproportionately large 

number of drug users 

compared to wider 

society in general, and 

people are wondering 

if there are more 

ingrained reasons behind 

this: psychologically, 

emotionally and where 

the gay man stands in 

his relation to his wider 

culture. 

A gay doctor named 

Adam Bourne is 

currently trying to work 

out more specifically 

what these reasons 

might be, by talking one-

on-one to interviewees 

in confidential settings 

about their drug use 

and sex lives. We spoke 

to him to find out 

more about this study, 

how the research will 

be used, and to other 

figures on the gay 

scene about how they 

perceive ‘chemsex’, from 

sexual health experts 

to personal testimonials 

from guys on the scene.

Why is HIV more common among gay men? 

Why is drug and alcohol use higher and why are 

mental health problems more common?”

drugs + sex + you
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Dr Adam Bourne, Sigma Research

How did this particular study come 

about? 

If we’re to try and reduce the harms 

that some guys are experiencing when 

having chemsex (such as HIV or other STI 

transmission) then we need to understand 

exactly how and why they use them, what they feel the costs and 

benefits are of using drugs, and what (if any) problems they have 

experienced. Since April of this year local councils have been 

in charge of public health, and Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham 

councils kindly funded this work so they can better understand 

the needs of their residents.

What kind of participants are you looking for? 

We’re looking for guys who are into chemsex, or ‘party n’ play’ 

– essentially guys who use drugs like GHB/GBL, crystal meth, or 

mephedrone when having sex. Often this might be at sex parties or 

sex orgies or could be at saunas as well. Because of how the work 

is funded, the men we interview need to live in either Lambeth, 

Southwark or Lewisham and they need to be over 18 years of age.

What is its purpose? 

The research will directly inform the development of new 

campaigns or services to help gay men with their drug use. In 

order for campaigns to work properly they need to take account 

of what people value - what is important in their everyday lives 

and what motivates them to behave in certain ways.

How did you get involved with the study?

As a gay man myself, I’ve always been interested in why it is that 

gay men share a disproportionate burden of ill-health: why is 

HIV more common among gay men? Why is drug and alcohol use 

higher, and why are mental health problems more common? 

David Stuart, Antidote 

‘We live these “respectable” 

gay lives for our parents, for 

our straight friends and family; 

that same act we learned at 

school when we were trying 

to avoid being bullied. Even 

though we’re “out” to our 

friends, family and work 

colleagues we give them the 

clean, respectable version of 

our gay life; acting “straight”, 

not at all promiscuous, and 

waiting for that one special 

person. In this world, within 

this performance, there are 

responsibilities we honour and 

consequences we negotiate.

So, where is the space for 

us to explore our (different) 

sexuality; to be affirmed 

as sexual beings, despite 

the clean cut version we’re 

always portraying? What if, 

we have these darker sexual 

urges to explore; what if we 

like to get pig-fucked while 

wearing a leather harness on 

the weekend? After a lifetime 

of denying these desires, of 

performing the polar opposite 

to a hetero-normalised 

world, they are bound to 

scream for satisfaction at 

some point. Feeling horny and 

having fantasies is a right, an 

entitlement, and not something 

we need to be ashamed of. 

Not that we need to show our 

Mum the video, but certainly 

not something doused in 

shame. 

This is called “splitting”. 

Disappearing into a fantasy 

“bubble”, where we can 

explore these things with 

abandon, often facilitated by 

drugs, where the consequences 

and responsibilities seem far, 

far away. Almost like it’s not 

the “real” me.

But it is you. And the 

consequences do follow 

you back to the real world. 

Consequences like HIV, 

Hepatitis C and PEP; like 

feeling shitty, missing work, 

and losing sight of the value of 

sober sex, and relationships. 

The job for a support worker, 

would be to help someone to 

integrate these “two selves”; 

to give them “permission” to 

feel horny. It is ok to be that 

responsible, respectable gay 

son, and it is ok for that same 

person to have full blown 

sexual desires. They needn’t be 

irreconcilable polar opposites. 

And we oughtn’t need drugs to 

go exploring it.”

About the Study

Paul Steinberg,  

HIV Prevention &  

Sexual Health 

Commissioning Manager 

Why is this study 

specifically centred on 

Lambeth, Southwark 

and Lewisham (LSL)?

LSL have the estimated 

largest population of gay and bisexual men per borough in the 

country, with a large number of venues located there.

We made a commitment to focus on HIV prevention and related 

issues. This study is just one example of that commitment. The 

research will inform how we improve the sexual health of gay men 

in the future.

Do you think this is a positive sign that more London 

councils might follow? 

Directors of Public Health, in conjunction with London Councils, 

the body which represents all local authorities in the capital, are 

currently conducting a needs assessment into HIV prevention, 

including factors which lead to risk-taking such as substance use. 

Men who have sex with men are a key group within this needs 

assessment, and all boroughs have recognised the importance of 

these issues.

Dr Alan McOwan, CODE Clinic 

‘Feeling sexually aroused is a very 

pleasurable feeling, so it’s no great 

surprise to me that a drug like crystal 

meth that removes your inhibitions and 

makes people feel incredibly horny for 

prolonged periods of time is going to be 

attractive to many gay men. However, 

what I find so insidious is the way that crystal meth seems to 

blind people when there are obvious warning signs that their drug 

use is getting out of control. It’s shocking to watch how quickly 

rational intelligent successful people can sleep walk into losing 

their health, friends, partner, job or home.’

Sexual Health 

Experts on 

Chemsex

Feeling horny and having fantasies is a right, an entitlement, 

and not something we need to be ashamed of.”
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tions and campaigners, from 

and in Africa. I don’t represent 

ple. It is im
portant that Welby 

range of LGBT voices; especially 

ike Nigeria and Uganda where 

church is actively stirring 

red and supporting repressive 

c legislation. 

hat homophobic discrimination 

is inconsistent with Christ’s gospel of love 

and compassion and the Archbishop should 

therefore oppose all discrimination against 

gay people, including the ban on same-sex 

civil marriage. While the church can maintain 

its refusal to conduct same-sex religious 

marriages, it should cease opposing the 

marriage of gay couples by civil authorities in 

register offices. 

Anglican leaders are currently in 

the forefront of attempts to force the 

government to abandon 

its plans to legalise 

same-sex civil marriage, 

and they are actively 

supporting the current 

ban. This is homophobic 

discrimination, despite 

Welby’s protestations 

to the contrary. I asked 

Archbishop Welby to 

make a clear distinction 

between what he and 

the church believe is 

morally wrong and the 

law of the land.  

This meeting was 

the first time any 

Archbishop has formally 

met me. Even a liberal 

like Rowan Williams 

never welcomed me to 

Lambeth Palace. Justin’s 

invitation is progress. 

In 1997, ten of us from the gay rights group 

OutRage! scaled the walls of Lambeth Palace, 

hid among the roses and jumped out to 

confront the then Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr George Carey, as he entertained 16 

Anglican primates in the garden. 

We were protesting over his refusal to 

dialogue with the gay community and his 

opposition to an equal age of consent, 

fostering by gay couples and the legal 

recognition of same-sex relationships. This 

time I went to Lambeth Palace through the 

front door at the Archbishop’s invitation. It 

makes a pleasant change.

By Peter Tatchell

“ I got the 

impression 

that he 
wants to 

support gay 

equality but 

feels bound 

by church 

tradition.”
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A NEW PILL IN 

    THE FIGHT AGAINST HIV By Patrick Cash

ondoms, condoms, 

condoms, has been the safe 

sex message for gay men 

since the AIDS epidemic 

in the 1980s. However, 

this message isn’t working. 

New HIV diagnosis rates were at record rates 

for gay men in recent years, and it’s estimated 

that many young homosexual men living with 

t know they are infected. ‘We 

alent unsafe 

of opposition the main 

concern has been around 

reductions in condom use 

that may arise, coupled 

with moral arguments 

around encouraging or 

rewarding irresponsibility 

in some way,’ says Yusef. 

Indeed, some publications 

are misguidedly reporting 

upon PrEP as a drug for the 

incitement of barebacking; 

oncept of 

‘It is vitally important that we 

find out more about PrEP to see 

whether it can be used here to 

reduce HIV transmission amongst 

gay men,’ Yusef explains. ‘Gay 

men who are having sex without 

a condom are being recruited to 

the trial and one half of those in 

the trial will start immediately on 

PrEP and a package of safer sex 

support, the other half will have 

the safer sex support but only 

start PrEP after twelve months 

– the whole trial stage will last 

twenty-four months. Men are 

encouraged to volunteer for the 

’

PrEP:

C

We need 

another 

prevention 

option to 

put in the 

hands 

of HIV 

negative 

men at 

significant 

risk”

WITH LOVE

website in recent weeks. Aside from the 

offensiveness of the stereotype, why is the 

red with an asterix? Do we 

word will 
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  National HIV Testing Week 22nd–29th November

    www.startswithme.org.uk

London’s gay scene says

18

nl
y 

fo
r 

p
er

so
ns

 o
f 1

8 
ye

ar
s 

an
d 

ov
er

.  

c l u b s  |  b a r s  |  c a b a r e t  |  l i f e

 S
ui

ta
b

le
 o

nl
y 

fo
r 

p
er

so
ns

 o
f 1

8 
ye

ar
s 

an
d 

ov
er

. 

NOVEMBER
QXMAGAZINE.COM

+ you

print + web  

 iPad +  i

World 

AIDS Day 

Special

Darius Ferdynand says 

 “   I know what my HIV status is. 

 So should you. Get tested.” 

ayay 

All these features 

and more available 

at qxmagazine.com



04/01/14: PARIS ACID BALL
Hannah Holland, Dan Beaumont and DJ Squeaky 

turn from the 

Luke 
Howard! 

Dalston 
Superstore, 117 
Kingsland Road, 
E8 2PB. 9pm-3am. 
Free before 10pm, 
£5 after. 

04/01/14: XXL 
‘Fur’

Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, South Bank, SE1 9UF. 10pm-6am. 
Members £8, guests £1
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04/01/14: SONGS OF PRAISE

The Sugalow Boys, 
David Oh and Neil Prince 

NuAge and 
Fannar 
Svenn Anorax 

East Bloc, 217 City Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 
1JN. 10.30pm-6am. £5 before midnight, 

£10 after.

For listings on the go, download the free QX GAY LONDON app at the iTunes store

For full listings see Musts & Maybes, pages 34-37 or the What’s On section at www.qxmagazine.com

Neil Prince, The Sugarlow Boys & David Oh





04/01/14: LUKE FRIEND @ G-A-Y
Arguably the most famous gay club in the world, Heaven will have the third placed 
contestant from one of the most popular television programmes in the UK, The X Factor, 

Luke Friend 

Heaven, Villiers Street, Charing Cross, WC2N 6NG. 10.30pm-5am. £3 wristbands available from 
G-A-Y Bar. 

QX: What was the most amazing thing about X Factor for you?

Are you relieved it’s over?

Was the experience what you thought it would be?

You had a distinct look. Did they try to change it?

How was Louis as a mentor?

How much compromise was there with Louis?

Would you use him as a manager?

Which of the other judges did you connect with most? 

You’re going to be doing G-A-Y. What performance are you planning?

04/01/14: A CHARITABLE EVENT 

include James Hillard, Feral Live, Massimo Paramour, John 
Sizzle, Ma Butcher vs Ingenue St John, Wes db, Jon Delano, 
Lucious Flajore, Chris Camplin, Nico De Ceglia and JA 
Shepherd  

 

The Eagle, 349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 8pm-4am. £5.
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Massimo Paramour James Hillard Jon Sizzle
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HALFWAY TO HEAVEN
7 Duncannon Street, Charing Cross, 
WC2N 4JF
Halfway to Heaven has a wonderful 
cabaret-filled first weekend of 2014 to 
warm your cockles and make your soul 
sing, with Myra Dubois inviting special 
guest Drag With No Name to join her 
on Friday 3rd January. Then Saturday 4th 
sees Rose Garden’s Saturdary Market 
Swap Shop from 4pm, followed by Bears 
Downstairs with Justin Swift. And finish 
off the weekend elegantly and hilariously 
with CK Sunday on the 5th January, 
followed by a Mrs Moore special. 

KU BAR
30 Lisle Street, Chinatown, WC2H 7BA 
After a jam-packed New Year session at the ever 
welcoming and pumping Ku Bar, the first weekend 
of 2014 is ample time to sample this award-
winning brand in all its glory. Ku has been serving 
its customers in Central London with everything 
they want from a gay bar for eighteen years now, 
and continues to innovate and push forward! 
Plus they’ve got some of the most gorgeous young 
muscled hunks behind the bar this side of Brazil, so 
if you haven’t yet checked it out, we’d advise making 
going to Ku Bar one of your January resolutions…  

TWO BREWERS
114 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ
Friday 3rd January sees Lady Diamond hit Clapham 
hotspot the Two Brewers, with DJ Little John in the 
front bar and DJ Demon in the club, £5 after 10pm 
and open until 4am. Don’t miss Cassidy Connors 
treading the boards on Saturday 4th (£6 from 10-11pm, 
£7 after, open until 4am), and the potent Power of 
Three – Lola Lasagne (6.30pm), La Voix (8.30pm), 
Sandra (11pm) – take over on Sunday 5th with entry £4 
after 8pm and the venue open until 2am. Plus every day 
throughout January there’ll be 50% off all drinks! 

Myra Dubois

OLD SHIP
17 Barnes Street, Limehouse, E14 7NW
The Old Ship is not only one of Limehouse’s best 
loved traditional gay pubs, with a wide range of beer, 
wine, spirits and ales behind the bar, but they are 
also very much about the enjoyment of keeping live 

entertainment alive, with free admission every 
week to their Sunday cabaret acts! On Sunday 5th 
January you can find the wit-winker herself, Miss 
Nora Bone upon the stage, enjoy a double in 2014 
and witness some chuckles at the same time… 

BAR TITANIA
75 Charing Cross Road, 
Soho, WC2H 7PY
What better way 
might there be to ease 
yourself into the new, 
exciting year of 2014 
than by sampling some 
class at glitzy, stylish Soho venue, Bar Titania? Their singer-in-residence, the 
wonderful Miss Andrea Gorse (who, legend has it, was picked up from the 
underground where she was busking), will be crooning jazz, soul and cabaret 
to warm your heartstrings on Sunday 5th January. And on Wednesday 8th 
January you can jive and sing with Jivin’ Julie’s Karaoke from 8pm. 

MANBAR
79 Charing Cross 

Road, Soho, 
WC2H 0NE
Hosted by 
Britain’s Got 
Talent finalist 
Chrissy 

Darling, you 
won’t want to miss 

Spunk on Friday 3rd 
January where Manbar 

brings the party to Soho until 
3am with DJs Amox, Little Rob, Rob C and 
Brent Nicholls (£3 entry after 11pm). Saturday 
4th January is ‘Hombre: the Official Beyond 
Pre-Party’ where you can expect the hottest 
gogos, entertainers and visuals with cheap £3 drink 
deals on Fosters, Strongbow plus house spirit 
and mixers to 11pm (£3 entry after 11pm). Then 
on Sunday 5th, unwind from the weekend’s party 
session with a relaxing Chill Out until 11pm, with 
free entry and £3 drinks offers all night.  

Chrissy Darling

Andrea Gorse

Nora Bone





Black Cap Rupert Street

Comptons of Soho

Ku Bar Lisle Street
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I FAIRCHILD ST, EC2A 3NS 
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VAUXHALL
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VAUXHALL STATION

LIMEHOUSE
574 COMMERCIAL RD, E14 7JD
Big ‘n’ Cuddly every Monday, 
all day session for big blokes 
and their admirers
LIMEHOUSE STATION

STREATHAM
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Two Brewers

Edge

Halfway II Heaven Admiral Duncan



T h e 
V o i c e 

S t u d i o  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o
M u s i c a l  T h e a t r e 

C o u r s e 
 

A six week course designed for those with  
some or no experience. 

One evening a week from 30th January. 
 

Work with a west end professional to learn 
songs & dances from shows like Phantom,  

Chicago and Priscilla. 
 

B O O K I N G  A N D  I N F O
info@voicestudiolondon.com
www.voicestudiolondon.com
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Central Station

West 5
Kazbar

Circa

Two Brewers Drag Idol
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Ku Bar Soho

Bar Titania

G-A-Y Bar

The Quebec



www.beautyandhealing.co.uk
0845 003 0881           0795 814 8827

The spa that comes to your home or hotel or wherever you require

Facials

Waxing and Threading

Hands and Feet

Body Scrubs & Mud Wraps

Massages

Personal Training

Bride & Groom's Services

Eyes-Ears & Make-up

Cupping

Hair cut and restyling

Group or Party Bookings

Tanning
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Ted’s TV/TS Night at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 7pm-2am. £5. 
The night for fellas in frocks and their 
admirers. TONIGHT: Ted’s reopens 
after the New Year period! 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
Leicester Square, WC2. 6pm-3am. 
FREE. The legendary Tasty Tim and 
guests spin the pop sounds and fl oor 
fi llers. 
Boy Trouble at East Bloc, 217 
City Road, Old Street, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-4am. FREE. A new Thursday 
experience for East London gays as 
East Bloc opens its doors for an early 
weekend house explosion of double-
drop pop, Italo house, and anything 
else.

BARS & CABARET
Two Brewers, 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. Bar open 4pm-2am. 
FREE b4 10pm, £3 after. Popular 
South London cabaret/club spot. 
VS at Circa, 62 Frith Street, Soho, 
W1. Munroe Bergdorf and Adam 
Turner get you warmed up for 
Room Service with some unrivalled 
Thursday night hotness!
Windsor Castle, 152 Bath Road, 
Hounslow, TW3 3ET. Open till late. 
Great gay bar near Heathrow invites 
you to party and drink till the small 
hours with the hot boys and nice 
drinks. TONIGHT: Cookie’s Karaoke. 
The Black Cap at 171 Camden High 
Street, NW1 7JY. Midday-Midnight. 
The long-running cabaret, club and 
pub nestled in the heart of Camden. 
TONIGHT: DJ Miles and a surprise 
cabaret act (it’s not Danny La Rue or 
Liberace).
Queerly Out Classic at Escape Bar, 
8-10 Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 0SU. 
9pm-3am. Classic pop gay student 
night in the heart of Soho. TONIGHT: 
DJ Lee Harris pumps out the tunes. 
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. Long running 
popular central London cabaret pub 
with Kevin Walsh. 
Enriched at Rupert Street, 50 Rupert 
Street, Soho, W1D 6DR. From 8pm. 
New weekly dance session from 
Rich B with Marcella Puppini of the 
Puppini Sisters. 
Bar Titania at 75 Charing Cross 
Road, WC2H 0NE. 6pm-11pm. The 
central London bar with a sexy, slick 
look and regular entertainment. 
Around the Candelabra at 
Comptons, 51-53 Old Compton 

MUSTS
YOUR GUIDE TO THE WEEK'S BEST 

BAR
CLUB 
CABARET

EVENTS IN LONDON

MAYBES

FULL LISTINGS AVAILABLE AT WWW.QXMAGAZINE.COM

THURSDAY 2ND JANUARY

CLUBS & EVENTS
Vibe at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
11pm-4am, £5. Weekly night of urban 
sounds from DJs Nastee and Robski, 
with PopVibe in the bar and the 
upstairs SexVibe cruise room. 

Room Service at Miabella, 12-13 
Greek Street, Soho, W1D 4DJ. 
10pm-3am. Don’t you dare miss this 
fi ercely social, sexy club spot, playing 
edgy and upfront house. Expect hot 
gogo eye candy and hosted by fab 
scene faces. Get snapped by the 
legendary resident papper! 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds get 
played out across the club, drink 
specials, cute guys and an almost 
unrivalled highly electric atmosphere. 
Open 7 days. 
Flaunt at Manbar, 79 Charing Cross 
Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. Open ‘til 
5.30am. FREE. Singing legend Lonnie 
Gordon and DJ Nick Shepherdson 
present a fresh and energised set of 
disco tunes that will keep our sexy 
gogo dancers moving until you drool.
Room Service at Miabella, 12-13 
Greek Street, Soho, W1D 4DJ. 
10pm-3am. Don’t you dare miss this 
fi ercely social, sexy club spot, playing 
edgy and upfront house. Expect hot 
gogo eye candy and hosted by fab 
scene faces. Get snapped by the 
legendary resident papper! TONIGHT: 
DJs Anton Douglas and Jonathan 
Bestley. 

Spunk at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
8pm-3.30am. FREE entry before 
11pm, £3 entry after. Manbar DJs 
play commercial dance for a crowd 
of upferit blokes and butch boys 
‘til late. Resident DJs Rob C, Nick 
Shepherdson, Little Rob and Amox. 
Plus, pole dancing beauties. 
Therapy at Shadow Lounge, 5 
Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 0RF. 
11.30pm-3am. The ultimate team of 
gay scene DJs rotates every Friday for 
your listening and dancing pleasure 
with Paul Heron, Miswhite, Adam 
Turner and Douh Silva. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm, £5 after. 
Pop perfection and hot fl oor fi llers 
as Ku’s hot 3 spin the tunes in its 
downstairs basement club spot.
Super Electric Party Machine at 
East Bloc, 217-219 City Road, EC1V 
1JN. 10pm-6am. £5. The freshest, 
hottest talent playing the best new 
music with DJ Larry Tee and guests 
at this hot-ass East London basement 
club spot.
G-A-Y Camp Attack at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 11pm-4am. FREE 
with wristband from G-A-Y Bar. Main 
Floor plays 70s, 80s, 90s, 00 & 01, Star 
Bar is 02 to present day, videos in the 
Pop Room. Musical theme sing-along in 
the Departure Lounge. 
Fitladz at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-8am. £6 members, £8 guests. 
The club session for horny lads with 
hot grooves from the DJs and an 
extended cruise space. 

BARS & CABARET 

Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open ‘til 
4am. FREE entry. Cabaret and DJs ‘til 
late. TONIGHT: Rogue Friday with DJ 
Ian James. 
Friday Night Live at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. 9pm-3am. The 
central London cabaret hot spot. 
TONIGHT: Myra DuBois presents Drag 
With No Name. 
The Windsor Castle at 152 Bath 
Road, Hounslow, TW3 3ET. Open till 
2am. £3 10-11pm, £5 after. Great gay 
bar near Heathrow invites you to party 
and drink till the small hours with the 
hot boys. TONIGHT: Cabaret from 
Discipline at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1D 3JN. Open ‘til 4am. 

Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-midnight. Lee Reed tinkles 
his ivories for a Soho sing-along 
(8-10pm) in one of Old Compton 
Street’s oldest and classiest venues 
with complementary bar food. 
West 5 at Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, 
W5 4NB. Open from 8pm. FREE. 
Ealing’s hugely popular club, bar and 
cabaret spot. 
Molly Moggs at 2 Old Compton 
Street, Soho, W1D 4TA. 8.30pm. 
FREE. Big laughs and song from Jeff 
Kristian.

 
FRIDAY 3RD JANUARY 

CLUBS & EVENTS
Say Yes at Dalston Superstore, 117 
Kingsland Road, Dalston, E8 2PB. 
9pm-2.30am. Free before 12am, £3 
after. Nadia Ksaiba and Rory Phillipd 
bring their cult basement ham back 
to the Superstorte to kickstart the new 
year! Upstairs features the disco and 
electronica sounds of the White Leather 
Viper Club with Will Viper and Emma 
Rudge. 
Tonker at Eagle London, 349 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11. 
9pm-3am. FREE b4 10pm, £6 after. 
Big bear bar boozing, cruise and 
tunes has disco, house & soul, then 
sexier vibes to the early hours for 
hot daddies, bears, cubs and their 
admirers. TONIGHT: New Year’s 
Recovery with DJs Done & Dusted aka 
Louis Lennon and Alan X on the decks 
all night long! 

Louis Lennon
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Songs of Praise at East Bloc, 217 
City Road, Shoreditch, EC1V 1JN. 
10.30pm-6am. £5 before midnight, 
£10 after. Songs of Praise is back 
to help you recover from the stress 
and mess of Christmas and NYE with 
another night bursting at the seams, 
featuring DJs David Oh, Neil Prince, 
The Sugalow Boys, Nuage & Fannar 
and Anorak. 

Paris Acid Ball at Dalston 
Superstore, 117 Kingsland High St, 
E8 2PB. 9pm-3am. Free b4 10pm, £5 
after. Hannah Holland, Dan Beaumont 
and DJ Squeaky ramp things up for 
the fi rst Saturday of the year with a 
special Paris Acid Ball, plus a star 
turn from Luke Howard.
A Charitable Event at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, SE11 5QY. 
8pm–4am. £5. A night of music and 
performance to raise funds for victims 
of the Philippines Tycoon, with James 
Hillard, Massimo Paramour, John 
Sizzle, Feral, Ma Butcher and many 
others! 
Inferno at The Shadow Lounge, 
5 Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 0RF. 
10pm-3am. Everything goes on 
Saturday nights when Andrew Elmore 
spins the greatest hits of the week 
and the hosts are at their cheekiest. 
Dancers, shot boys and hot boys all 
around, a 5 hour non-stop party! 
Sweatbox Foam Party at 1-2 
Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 24 
hours. £16. Unwind and release some 
tension after a stressy week with the 
all the fun of the foam at Sweatbox’s 
original weekly party. 
Duckie at RVT, 372 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5HY. 9pm-2am. 
£6.  Authentic London club/
entertainment nighter. Hosted by Amy 
Lamé, record players Readers Wifes. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Hot pop sounds, drink 
specials, cute guys and a pop perfect 
atmosphere. 
Hombre at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 

Soho’s intimate but packed-out bar/
club spot watches Munroe Bergdorf 
and friends werq the fl oor! 
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-4am. 
£5 after 10pm. London’s legendary 
cabaret and club bar. TONIGHT: 
Cabaret from Lady Diamond.

The Victoria at 186 Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow, E17. Open ‘til 3am. 
Lively East End pub features karaoke 
every Friday! 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. Soho’s sexy bar is 
ready to shine again with weekly DJ 
sets to get you in the weekend mood! 
The Black Cap at 171 Camden High 
Street, NW1 7JY. 10pm-3am. £4 after 
10pm, £5 after 12am. Party rocking 
gay pub up in the North of London, 
gives you premier cabaret and 
entertainment all weekend. 
Club Delicious at West 5, South 
Ealing, Pope’s Lane, W5 4NB. 
9pm-late. Crazy fun times at West 5 
with DJs and special acts on stage, 
come join in the non-stop party! 
TONIGHT: DJ Steffy and Vanity Von 
Glow on the piano plus Asifa LaHore 
and Qurra for Disco Rani. 
Sauna Bar at 29 Endell Street, 
Covent Garden, WC2H 9BA. 
11.30am-2am. £16. £5 off entry with 
QX advert. The only licensed gay 
sauna in the West End, open ‘til super 
late every weekend. 
Ku Bar Frith Street, 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. Open ‘til 3am. Ku Bar’s 
little brother stretches across three 
fl oors for that perfect Soho warmup 
drinking session and a little dance 
with downstairs DJs. 
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, Soho, 
W1D 7PL. Open till 12am. FREE. 
Renowned as one of Soho’s most unique 
and popular destination venues, with a 
huge outdoor terrace. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 8pm-3am. FREE b4 
10.30pm. Four fl oors of fun! Open 
extra late with top tunes from the 

DJs spinning top 40, pop, funky 
house and more. ‘Looney Tunes’ 
from 11pm, in the Paparazzi Lounge, 
playing radio edits, guilty pleasures 
and club classics. Plus House Knights 
with DJ Nikos T. 
The Duke of Wellington at 77 
Wardour Street, Soho, W1D 6QA. 
Open till 12am. Free entry. Get ready 
for another great weekend by kicking 
things off at the venerable Duke with 
DJ Gordon John. 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-midnight. The grand dame of 
Soho. DJ Dave Young from 9pm. 
Camp As Tits at The City of Quebec, 
12 Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, 
W1H 7AF. 10pm-3am. Venerable 
institution of the gay scene rocks out 
some pop classics for an evening 
of fun. 
Bar Titania at 75 Charing Cross 
Road, WC2H 0NE. 4pm-late. Aperitivo 
opens the evening for Italian nibbles 
from 6-8pm, then it’s fun ‘til late at 
this sumptuous Soho bar. 
Kazbar at 50 Clapham High Street, 
SW4 7UL. 5pm-1am. Funky Clapham 
dance bar with guest DJs tonight! 

SATURDAY 4TH JANUARY

CLUBS & EVENTS
XXL ‘Fur’ at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, 
South Bank, SE1 9UF. 10pm-7am. £8 
members, £15 guests. 4 huge arenas, 
a mega cruise space and chill space. 
Plus, big tunes from resident DJs 
Christian M, Alex Logan, Joe Egg and 
Mark Ames. TONIGHT: XXL celebrates 
all things fuzzy and fl uffy with a ‘Fur’ 
theme. 
G-A-Y presents X Factor’s 
Luke Friend at Heaven, Villiers 
Street, WC2N 6NG. 10pm-5am. £3 
wristbands available from G-A-Y Bar. 
The palace of pop and quite possibly 
the world’s most famous gay club 
packs out this cavernous venue. 
TONIGHT: Luke Friend, the X Factor’s 
third place, takes to the stage. 

8pm-3.30am. FREE before 11pm, £3 
after. Manbar DJs play commercial 
dance for a crowd of upferit blokes 
and butch boys ‘til late. With guest 
DJs plus pole dancing beauties. 
Offi cial Beyond pre-party.
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 
Lisle Street, Leicester Square, WC2. 
10pm-3am. FREE b4 11pm, £5 after. 
£3 with wristband/membership. The 
party continues in Ku’s basement club 
with hot pop and fl oor fi llers from 
the DJs. 
Beyond (after-hours) at Area, Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
3am (Sunday morning)–midday. 
Mammoth mash-up explodes across 
Area with big main fl oor upfront house 
and edgier sounds in the Chapel Bar.

BARS & CABARET 
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 5pm-4am. 
FREE b4 10pm, £7 after. Cabaret and 
clubbing ‘til late at the famous venue. 
TONIGHT: Cabaret from Cassidy 
Connors. 
Klub Klimax at West 5, South Ealing, 
Pope’s Lane, W5 4NB. The popular 
West London club, bar and cabaret 
spot, with added Piano Lounge fun. 
TONIGHT: DJ Shaun and Duncan Day 
on piano. 
Windsor Castle, 152 Bath Road, 
Hounslow, TW3 3ET. Open till 2am. 
£3 from 10-11pm, £5 after. Great gay 
bar near Heathrow invites you to party 
and drink till the small hours with the 
hot boys and music from DJ Rob. 
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. 9pm-late. 
Local gay bar in East London’s 
Limehouse. 
Bedsitboys at The Bridge Bar, 8 
Voltaire Road, Clapham, SW4 6DH. 
9pm-1am. FREE. Please leave behind 
your liver detox pouch and bring your 
rubber duck to quack to the sounds 
of Nu Disco, Deepy House Musica by 
DJ Eduardo Herrrera and Robb White. 
Come and chill out in the zone or have a 
fag on the veranda.
Central Station at 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, N1 9SD. Open ‘til 
4am. FREE before 10pm. Cabaret then 
DJs ‘til late. TONIGHT: Cabaret from 
Kelly Wilde’s Birthday Party! 
Ku Bar Frith Street, 25 Frith Street, 
WC1D 5LB. Open ‘til 3am. Ku Bar’s 
little brother stretches across three 
fl oors for that perfect Soho warmup 
drinking session and a cheeky dance 
with downstairs DJs. 
Kazbar at 50 Clapham High Street, 
SW4 7UL. 4pm-3am. Free entry. 
Funky Clapham bar with stylish swish. 
TONIGHT: DJ Mark Norton on the 
decks and host Glendora on the fl oor. 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. Kick Saturday night 
off with sounds from the hottest DJs 
at this lively Soho bar. 

 

Lady Diamond

David Oh
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The Quebec, 12 Old Quebec Street, 
Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. Legendary 
gay boozer near Marble Arch, with 
Pick N Mix on the stage at 10pm.  
Circa at 62 Frith Street, Soho, W1D 
3JN. Open ‘til 4am. Soho’s intimate 
but packed-out bar/club spot with 
the most amazing DJ booth in town! 
TONIGHT: Now open ‘til 4am! 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-midnight. The grand dame of 
Soho pulling in a more blokey crowd. 
DJ Jo Publik from 9pm. 
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, Soho, 
W1D 7PL. Open till 12am. FREE. 
Renowned as one of Soho’s most unique 
and popular destination venues, with 
terrific outdoor space.
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 2pm-3am. FREE b4 
10.30pm. Open super-late with DJs 
spinning upfront vocal house, with hot 
gogo dancers gyrating away as Felicia 
Van Cartier exudes fabulousness. 
‘Looney Tunes’ from 11pm, in the 
Paparazzi Lounge, playing radio edits, 
guilty pleasures and club classics. 
Plus House Knights with DJ Chris 
Brogan. 

Ku Bar at Ku Bar, 30 Lisle Street, 
Chinatown, WC2H 7BA. 6pm-3am. 
One of London’s hottest gay bars 
and clubs, with the hottest boys 
both behind the bar and in front of it, 
stretching over three floors. 
The Big Saturday Night Out at Duke 
of Wellington, 77 Wardour Street, 
Soho, W1D 6QA. Open till 12am. 
Free. DJs on rotation each Saturday 
keep this happening pub fresh and 
party-central! 
G-A-Y Bar at 30 Old Compton Street, 
Soho, W1D 4UR. Midday-Midnight. 
FREE. Soho’s palace of pop with the 
hottest videos screened out across 
the venue, great drinks deals and 
discount entry wrist bands for G-A-Y 
@ Heaven. 

The George and Dragon at 2 
Blackheath Hill, Greenwich, SE10 
8DE. 6pm-4am. Free entry. Friendly 
Greenwich-based boozer with 
welcoming atmosphere and top 
cabaret at the weekends. 
Saturday Market + Bears 
Downstairs at Halfway 2 Heaven, 7 
Duncannon St, WC2N 4JF. Open ‘til 
3am. Rose Garden’s Saturday Market 
from 4pm. Bears go down with the 
gruff guys and Justin Swift from 9pm. 
Bar Titania at 75 Charing Cross 
Road, WC2H 0NE. 4pm-12am. 
Commercial tunes, house, pop 
and even a dash of disco, at this 
enjoyable, friendly Soho bar, with a 
bit of glitz. 
The Black Cap at 171 Camden High 
Street, NW1 7JY. Midday-Midnight. 
£2. The long-running cabaret, club 
and pub nestled in the heart of 
Camden. TONIGHT: DJ Miles and 
surprise cabaret. 
Saunabar at 29 Endell Street, Covent 
Garden, WC2H 9BA. 11.30am-2am. 
£16. £5 off entry with QX advert. 
Unwind after a night of clubbing at 
the only licensed gay sauna in the 
West End. 
The Yard at 57 Rupert Street, Soho, 
W1. 2pm-12am. Soho’s largest outdoor 
space, with balcony overlooking central 
courtyard. A smoker’s paradise! Great 
house music. Sister bar to the Edge. 

SUNDAY 5TH JANUARY

CLUBS & EVENTS
S.L.A.G.S./Chill Out with Charlie 
Hides TV at RVT, 372 Kennington 
Lane, SE11 5HY. 2pm-midnight. £8, 
£5 after 7.30pm. Long-running and 
hugely popular afternoon/evening 
clubbing session slot playing huge 
dance anthems and commercial 
house. Plus, Charlie Hides TV delivers 
a multi-media cabaret collision from 
5.30pm.  

Popbox at Barcode, 69 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-4am. A new dedicated pop and 
commercial music night from Jason 
Prince and Matt Unique with special 
guests spinning all things 80s, 90s, 
00s, now and up to date remixes. 
Horse Meat Disco at Eagle London, 
349 Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, 
SE11 5QY. 8pm-4am. £6. The 
HMD gymkhana continues to shake 
Vauxhall down every week. Residents 
spin super-disco sounds with weekly 
guests. 
Pure Disco Foundation at Kazbar, 
50 Clapham High Street, SW4 7UL. 
5pm-9pm. Clapham gets dancing 
every Sunday with this new weekly 
session hosted by UK soul house 
diva Angie Brown. Featuring DJ Edu 
Gantous.  

BARS & CABARET
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. 8pm-midnight. 
Free entry. Local gay bar in East 
London’s Limehouse. TONIGHT: 
Cabaret from Nora Bone. 
The Two Brewers at 114 Clapham 
High Street, SW4 7UJ. 4pm-2am. 
FREE b4 10pm, £7 after. South 
London’s legendary cabaret, club and 
pub. TONIGHT: The Power of Three, 
with three big name acts!
Titanium at the Two Brewers, 114 
Clapham High Street, Clapham, SW4 
7UJ. 5pm-2am. Show 5.30pm. £4 
b4 10pm/£5 after. Sunday fun at this 
legendary south London cabaret spot. 
Halfway 2 Heaven at 7 Duncannon 
Street, Charing Cross, WC2N 4JF. 
Open ‘til 11pm. Long running popular 
Central London cabaret pub. DJ 
David Robson from 3.30pm with CK 
Sunday, followed by Mrs Moore. 
Molly Moggs at 2 Old Compton 
Street, Soho, W1D 4TA. From 2pm. 
FREE. Dame Julie Paid entertains the 
guests at this intimate Soho boozer.  
The Quebec at 12 Old Quebec Street, 
Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. Legendary 
gay boozer near Marble Arch features 
weekly cabaret. 
Ku Bar Lisle Street at 30 Lisle 
Street, Leicester Square, WC2H 7BA. 
10pm-midnight. FREE. Lady Lloyd’s 
hit factory hits Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
with hot boys on the dancefloor, 
hot tunes in your ears and hot boys 
behind the bar! 
StudiO at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1D 3JN. Open ‘til 1am. Dusty 
O brings you the campest Sunday 
nighter on the block, a little sparkle to 
the heart of Soho! 
West 5 at Pope’s Lane, South Ealing, 
W5 4NB. Open from 8pm. FREE. 
Disco with Aaron from 10.30pm. 
Happy hour all night. TONIGHT: 
Cookie’s Karaoke! 

Bar Titania, 75 Charing Cross 
Road, WC2H 0NE. Bar opens 12pm. 
Glittering new regency-style bar 
invites you to wind down the weekend 
in style. TONIGHT: The fabulous 
Andrea Gorse is singing jazz, soul and 
cabaret. 
The Edge at 11 Soho Square, Soho, 
W1D 3QE. 2pm-3am. Soho’s multi-
floored gay wonder, which every gay 
man of London needs to visit at least 
once! 
The Black Cap at 171 Camden High 
Street, NW1 7JY. Midday-Midnight. 
The long-running cabaret, club and 
pub nestled in the heart of Camden. 
80s Music Night at Duke of 
Wellington, 77 Wardour Street, Soho, 
W1D 6QA. Open till 11.30pm. Free. 
Retro fun to round off the weekend 
with all your best-loved 80s classics.  
Chill Out at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
7pm-11pm. Free. Wind down the 
weekend party sessions with a 
relaxing evening, table service from 
friendly bar staff, plus check out 
Christopher North’s eye catching 
Nudes & Neons exhibition. 
Windsor Castle, 152 Bath Road, 
Hounslow, TW3 3ET. Open till 2am. 
Great gay bar near Heathrow invites 
you to party and drink till the small 
hours with the hot boys. TONIGHT: 
Karaoke with Lee. 
The George and Dragon at 2 
Blackheath Hill, Greenwich, SE10 
8DE. 6pm-2am. FREE. Friendly 
Greenwiched based boozer with 
welcoming atmosphere and top 
cabaret at the weekends. 
Strictly Sunday at BJ’s White Swan, 
556 Commercial Road, Limehouse, 
E14. 6.30pm-3am. Retrotastic tea 
dance offering everything from 
ballroom to disco via Latin, Salsa, 
Jive... and line dancing. Dance 
lessons 6.30pm-8pm. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 
30 Lisle Street, Leicester Square, 
WC2H 7BA. 10pm-11am. FREE. 
Lady Lloyd’s hit factory hits Ku Bar 
Lisle Street, with hot boys on the 
dancefloor, hot tunes in your ears and 
hot boys behind the bar! 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. Chic, newly 
refurbished Soho bar with ambient 
beats and brilliant drinks. 

MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 

CLUBS & EVENTS 
Bear Trap at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
8pm-2am. FREE. Weekly beary 
Monday. Great drink specials with top 
tunes from DJ Julio Bravo and hosted 
by Kurt Hoffman. TONIGHT: Christmas 

Chris Brogan

Charlie Hides
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 is over! It’s the ‘Take It Down’ party!
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE. 
DJs play the weekend out on a wave 
of hot pop. 
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
of Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. Late night dancing spot 
for pure-pop enthusiasts doing the 
funky chickens. 
Popcorn at Heaven, Villiers Street, 
WC2N 6NG. 11pm-5.30am. £4 b4 
1am, £5 after, £8 after 2am. FREE 
with wristbands from G-A-Y Bar 
b4 1am. Massive mixed mash-up 
with four rooms of top sounds, 
from upfront, progressive house to 
chart hits, via R&B tuneage. Perfect 
polysexual party to start the week as 
you mean to go on. 
The Big Bingo Show at RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11. 
Doors 7pm. Eyes down 8.30-
10.30pm, party ‘til midnight. Free 
entry, £1 per game. Timberlina hosts 
this madcap night of balls and booze. 
Hey Baylen plays the tunes.

Hard-Up Mondays at Sweatbox, 
1-2 Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 
24 hours. Under 25s FREE all day, 
£16 others. Finding Mondays hard to 
handle? Relieve the pressure with this 
specially discounted day for under 
25s (ID required) at Soho’s only gay 
sauna. 
Desire at Union, 66 Albert 
Embankment, Vauxhall, SE1. 3am 
(Tuesday morning) – 11am. Party ‘til 
Tuesday morning with DJs Steven 
Geller, Alan K, Bruno Nouer and Julia 
Nouer.

BARS & CABARET 
Rupert Street at 50 Rupert Street, 
Soho, W1D 6DR. The trendy Soho 
drinking spot celebrates Monday with 
Bar £2.50!

Eagle London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. Free 
before 10pm, £3 after. The renowned 
Eagle Bar is now open seven days a 
week, come for an after-work tipple, 
a cheeky midweek night out with the 
boys or a night cap and cruise on 
your way home. 
Man Health at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
5pm-8.30pm. FREE. Sexual Health 
Clinic 56 Dean Street provide this free 
and confi dential HIV and sexual health 
testing clinic.
Backing The Stars at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon St. WC2. 
7.30pm. Kevin Walsh gets the pub 
going with this karaoke weekly. 
Give It Some Welly at Duke of 
Wellington, 77 Wardour Street, Soho, 
W1D 6QA. Open till 12am. Free. 
Drinks deals extravaganzas at the 
Duke with £2 selected drinks all day 
and DJ Hothouse Club. 
Windsor Castle, 152 Bath Road, 
Hounslow, TW3 3ET. Open till 2am. 
Great gay bar near Heathrow invites 
you to party and drink till the small 
hours with the hot boys. TONIGHT: The 
‘Castle’s weekly quiz!
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Local gay bar 
in East London’s Limehouse. 
The ‘Q’Factor Karaoke at City 
of Quebec, 12 Old Quebec Street, 
Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. From 9pm. 
FREE. Grab the mic and show the 
boys what ya can do with your gob! 
Hosted by Stevie Tee. 
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. The landmark 
south London cabaret, bar and club. 
TONIGHT: Mrs Moore from 5pm.
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-11.30pm. The real queen of 
Soho. Bar £2.50 on popular drinks 
from 5pm. TONIGHT: DJs on rotation. 

TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY

CLUBS & EVENTS
OMFG at Shadow Lounge, 5-7 Brewer 
Street, Soho, W1F 0RF. 10pm-3am. 
£5, free for members. Munroe 
Bergdorf returns with her signature 
night, and a posse of London’s hottest 
guys and sexiest T-girls. 
Queerly Pop at Escape Bar, 8-10 
Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 0SU. 
9pm-3am. Free entry until 10.30pm, 
then £3 members/£4 with fl yers/£5 
others. Hosted by Lee Harris, 
presenting a night of pop music and 
karaoke entertainment.  
G-A-Y Late at 5 Goslett Yard, 
off Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
11pm-3am. The weekend begins early 
or fi nishes late to a melodious mix of 

classic chart pop and current hits. 

BARS & CABARET
Karaoke at Two Brewers, 114 
Clapham High Street, SW4 7UJ. 
5pm-2am. £3 b4 10pm, £4 after. 
Sing-along the mid-week blues with 
Kevin Walsh.
Eagle London, 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. Free 
before 10pm, £3 after. The renowned 
Eagle Bar is now open seven days a 
week, come for an after-work tipple, 
a cheeky midweek night out with the 
boys or a night cap and cruise on 
your way home. 
Spotlight at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. 
4pm-2am. Topsie Redfern hosts this 
weekly singing contest (from 10pm). 
Man Meets Men at BJ’s White Swan, 
556 Commercial Road, Limehouse, 
E14. 8pm-1am. FREE. Cruisy chill out 
night for East London lads. 
Cookie Monstar at Molly Moggs, 2 
Old Compton Street, Soho, W1D 4TA. 
8.30pm. FREE. Song and sinful fun 
from Cookie. 
Retro Tuesday at Duke of 
Wellington, 77 Wardour Street, Soho, 
W1D 6QA. Open till 12am. Free. 
Nineties music plus old school games 
will rev up your Tuesday night. 
Tiffaney Wells Double Bill 
at The Quebec, 12 Old Quebec 
Street, Marble Arch, W1H 7AF. The 
legendary gay pub in the heart of 
London. Tiffaney Wells presents two 
shows at 9pm and 10pm. 
In Bed with Bette at Halfway 2 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. From 8.45pm. 
Join famous cabaret scene queen 
Bette Rinse for cabaret and fun at this 
landmark gay venue.  

WEDNESDAY 8TH JANUARY

CLUBS & EVENTS
MisFits at The Shadow Lounge, 
5 Brewer Street, Soho, W1F 0RF. 
10pm-3am. Mark-Ashley Dupé 
delivers a taste the best fresh ‘n’ 
creative music and fashion to Shadow 
for a new weekly night of booty 
shakin’ R’n’B. 
Foam Party at Sweatbox, 1-2 
Ramilies Street, Soho, W1F 7LN. 
24 hours. £16. If you can’t make the 
weekend wet fun, why not head down 
tonight? Relieve the midweek stress! 
The foam fl ies at 7, 8 and 9pm. 
Ku Klub at Ku Bar Lisle Street, 30 
Lisle Street, WC2. 10pm-3am. FREE. 
The party continues ‘til late in the Ku 
basement. 
XXL at Pulse, 1 Invicta Plaza, South 
Bank, SE1 9UF. 9pm-3am. Members 
free, others £3. Midweek, dance, 

booze and cruise at the world famous 
club for hunks, chunks, bears and 
admirers. 

BARS & CABARET
The Old Ship at 17 Barnes Street, 
Limehouse, E14 7NW. Quiz from 
9.30pm. Local gay bar in East 
London’s Limehouse.
Little Orphaned Fannie at RVT, 372 
Kennington Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 
5HY. Doors 7pm, Show 8pm. £12. 
Show and meal tickets £25. The 
infamous RVT panto with an adult 
twist returns as little orphaned Fannie 
takes the stage. Starring Myra DuBois, 
Ginger Johnson, Harry Clayton Wright 
and the Divine Miss Em.
Detained at Circa, 62 Frith Street, 
Soho, W1D 3JN. Open ‘til 1am. Circa 
goes all-out with the dance, pop and 
R’n’B remixes every Wednesday. DJs 
Attack Attack Attack, Kingsley, Munroe 
Bergdorf and Kris Di Angelis on rotation.
Eagle London, 349 Kennington 
Lane, Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 9pm-2am. 
Free before 10pm, £3 after. The 
renowned Eagle Bar is now open 
seven days a week, come for an after-
work tipple, a cheeky midweek night 
out with the boys or a night cap and 
cruise on your way home. 
Record Box at Manbar, 79 Charing 
Cross Road, Soho, WC2H 0NE. Open 
‘til 3.30am. DJ legend Hifi  Sean 
presents an eclectic mix of music with 
anthems, rare and special, B-side and 
other gems of musical delight. 
Jivin’ Julie’s Karaoke at Bar Titania, 
75 Charing Cross Road, WC2H 0NE. 
6pm-11pm. Jivin’ Julie gets you all 
singing and jivin’ throughout the fun-
packed night.   
Martha’s Quiz at West 5, Pope’s 
Lane, South Ealing, W5 4NB. Open 
from 8pm. FREE. Martha puts your 
brain in gear with her weekly quiz. 
TONIGHT: 2013 year in review. 
Comptons of Soho at 51-53 Old 
Compton Street, Soho, W1D 6HN. 
12pm-11.30pm. Super social pub 
downstairs, more chilled club lounge 
upstairs with guest pianist tinkling 
the ivories. 
Come Mime With Me at Halfway II 
Heaven, 7 Duncannon Street, Charing 
Cross, WC2N 4JF. From 8pm. Mitzi 
Macintosh hosts at this popular 
Central London cabaret spot from 
8pm, followed by DJ David Robson. 
Two Brewers at 114 Clapham High 
Street, SW4 7UJ. FREE b4 10pm, £3 
after. South London’s famous bar/
club. TONIGHT: Cabaret from Miss 
Jason. 
Bar Titania, 75 Charing Cross 
Road, WC2H 0NE. Bar opens 12pm. 
Glittering new regency-style bar 
invites you to sample their wonderful 
atmosphere 

Timberlina & Hay Baylen
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Wanna get down and dirty? 

Download the ‘QX Gay London’ iPhone app from the app store now and get yerself sorted!

Your Dirrrty Diary

THURSDAY 2ND JANUARY
SexVibe at Barcode, 
69 Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-late. £5. Cruise 
session, dark room and 
horny house beats while 
Vibe and PopVibe spin 
urban and pop tunes 
downstairs.
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. DAY 
CRUISE (1-7pm. £6). 
STRIPPED (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Get nude 
and rude. Strictly naked, 
except footwear.
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, 
£3 after. Men-only cruise 
bar for blokes, bears, and 
their mates. 
The Underground 
Club, 37 Wharfdale 
Road, Kings Cross, 
N1. PANTS (1-6pm) 
Underwear fun. SPANKZ 
(6pm-10pm) CP night for 
rougher, tougher play. 
Followed by COME TO 
DADDY (10pm-2am).

FRIDAY 3RD JANUARY 
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm, £4 entry) 
Undies only! CITY BOYS 
(7pm-midnight) Horny 
blokes in suits.
Cruise/Dark Room 
at Ted’s Place, 305a 
North End Rd, W14. 
7pm-midnight. £3. Dirty, 
sexy cruise night.
The Hoist at 47c South 
Lambeth Road, SW8 
1RH. 10pm-3am. HOIST 
CLASSIC vs SWEAT 
sportswear cruising. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, 
W1T 5EN. DAY CRUISE 
(1-7pm. £6). NIGHT 
CRUISE (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom 

and re-entry. Horny 
cruise spot minute’s from 
the West End.
The Backstreet at MA1 
Backstreet, Wentworth 
Mews, Mile End, E3 4UA. 
10pm-3am. FREE in tall 
boots, members free 
b4 10.45pm/£4 after, £7 
others. Leather/rubber 
club spot.
Fitladz at Barcode, 69 
Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
9pm-9am. £8. Get sexy 
at this cruise/club sesh! 
Horny lads, hot grooves, 
plus extended cruise 
space. 

SATURDAY 4TH JANUARY 
The Backstreet at MA1 
Backstreet, Wentworth 
Mews, Mile End, E3 4UA. 
10pm-3am. Free members 
b4 10.45pm/£4 after, £7 
others. Free all night in 
rubber.  
Harder at Bar Berlin, 
Arch 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, SW8. 10pm-4am. 
Macho night of leather, 
rubber, skin, uniform, 
industrial, or just boots/
jocks. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, 
W1T 5EN. DAY CRUISE 
(1pm-7pm. £6) NIGHT 
CRUISE (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom, 
re-entry. Dark corners, 
catch a dirty movie, 
indulge your carnal side. 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. 
Cruise all day and night 
with plenty of rooms to 
play. Licensed bar.  
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm, £4) Best undies 
for the boys. SHOOT! 
(7pm-midnight) He 
shoots, he scores at this 
sports special.
The Hoist at Arches 47b 

& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 1RH. 
BOYS & SIRS (2pm-7pm) 
Spanking/CP/punishment 
event. SBN AFTERDARK 
(Arch 1) Dresscode naked 
and live show. 
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 6pm-10pm. 
£8 members/£9 guests 
(free drink/coat check). 
Naked, shorts or 
underwear. 

SUNDAY 5TH JANUARY 
S.O.P. at The 
Underground Club, 
Central Station, 37 
Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. 1pm-midnight. 
£7. Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 
Chill Out at Ted’s Place, 
305a North End Road. 
7pm-2am. £3 b4 10pm, £5 
after. Mixed/gay crowd of 
cruisey guys. 
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. 
Cruise day and night, 
plenty of rooms to play. 
Licensed bar.  
The Hoist at Arches 47b 
& 47c, South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8 
1RH. S.B.N. (2-7pm) Fully 
naked cruise club. N.B.N. 
vs S.E.X. (9pm-1am) 
Wear what you like, do 
who ya want. 
Hero’s at MA1 
Backstreet, Wentworth 
Mews, Mile End, E3 4UA. 
TONIGHT: Monthly Lycra 
night.
Buff at MA1 Backstreet. 
(Closed 1st Sunday of the 
month for Lycra night 
HERO’S)
Vault: Underwear/
Cruise at 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. UNDERWEAR 
(1-7pm. £6). CRUISE 
(7pm-1am. £7). Free 
drink, cloakroom and 
re-entry. Just pants b4 
7pm, then cruise ‘til late. 

MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at Vault, 139b-143 
Whitfield Street, W1T 
5EN. CRUISE (1-7pm. £6). 
STRIPPED (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Horny 
cruise session first before 

OffROcks
Get

Your naked time (except 
footwear).
Cruise/Dark Room 
at Ted’s Place, 305a 
North End Rd, W14. 
7pm-midnight. £3. For 
hungry, horny buggers.
Pleasuredrome at 
Arch 124 Cornwall Road, 
Waterloo SE1 8XE. Open 
24/7. £15, £12 under 25 
with ID. FREE towel. 
Cruise day and night with 
plenty of rooms to play. 
Licensed bar.  
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm) BUTT NAKED 
(6pm-10pm) Strip down 
and get off with like-
minded guys. HARD 
CRUZ (10pm-1am, free 
entry) Hard cruzing for 
horny guyz.

TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY
Club CP at East Bloc, 217 
City Road, Shoreditch, 
EC1V 1JN. 8pm-12am. 
£6. Extra rough play. Play 
area, video room, chill 
zones, booths, maze, 
equipment to use and a 
changing area. 
Vault: Cruise at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, 
W1T 5EN. 1-7pm, £6. 
7pm-1am. £7. Cruising 
session at this horny hot 
spot.
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. S.O.P. 
(6pm-1am) Yellow fun for 
waterworks fans. 
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, 
£3 after. Men-only cruise 
bar for blokes, bears, and 
their mates. 
Underwear/Naked 
at Ted’s Place, 305s 
North End Rd, W14. 
7pm-midnight. £4. Strictly 
underwear only. 

WEDNESDAY 8TH
JANUARY

N.B.N. at The Hoist, 
47b South Lambeth 
Road, Vauxhall, SW8. 
9pm-1am. £8.50. If ya like 
to strip, but prefer to add 
some boots or a tasteful 
accessory rather than go 
full monty. 

Vault: Cruise/
Underwear at 139b-
143 Whitfield Street, 
W1T 5EN. DAY CRUISE 
(1-7pm. £6) Then 
UNDERWEAR (7pm-1am. 
£7) Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Get down 
to your underwear.
The Underground 
Club at Central Station, 
37 Wharfdale Road, Kings 
Cross, N1. PAUNCHY 
The club for larger lads 
and their fans. XXX 
(6pm-10pm) Calling all 
exhibitionists to have 
some fun whilst being 
filmed HARD CRUZ 
(10pm-1am).
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, 
£3 after. Men-only cruise 
bar for blokes, bears, and 
their mates. 
Buff at MA1 Backstreet, 
Wentworth Mews, Mile 
End, E3 4UA. 7pm-11pm. 
£8 members/£9 guests 
(free drink/coat check). 
Horny, naked cruise party. 
Heated outdoor ‘naked’ 
smokers terrace. 

THURSDAY 9TH JANUARY
The Underground 
Club, 37 Wharfdale Road, 
Kings Cross, N1. PANTS 
(1-6pm) Underwear fun. 
SPANKZ (6pm-10pm) CP 
night for rougher, tougher 
play. Followed by COME 
TO DADDY (10pm-2am).
SexVibe at Barcode, 
69 Albert Embankment, 
Vauxhall, SE1 7TP. 
10pm-late. £5. Cruise 
session, dark room and 
horny house beats while 
Vibe and PopVibe spin 
urban and pop tunes 
downstairs.
Vault: Cruise/Stripped 
at 139b-143 Whitfield 
Street, W1T 5EN. DAY 
CRUISE (1-7pm. £6). 
STRIPPED (7pm-1am. £7). 
Free drink, cloakroom 
and re-entry. Get nude 
and rude. Strictly naked, 
except footwear.
Eagle London Cruise 
at 349 Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, SE11 5QY. 
9pm-2am. Members FREE, 
guests FREE b4 10pm, 
£3 after. Men-only cruise 
bar for blokes, bears, and 
their mates. 
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PORTSEA 
SAUNA

 MARBLE ARCH, LONDON
3 Massage therapists 

available daily
    2 Portsea Place W2 2BL

020 7402 3385

www.gaysaunabar.com
 

ONLY £15

MEN WITH XXL LUTON VAN. 
DOMESTIC REMOVAL. RELIABLE & 
FRIENDLY SERVICE. ONLY £30 PER 
HOUR (MINIMUM 2 HRS). 07961 192 
525  OR  FREEPHONE 0800 211 8623

INEXPENSIVE MASSAGE? 
SPANKING? TED:  07807 695 176

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0045

LONDONSENSUALMASSAGE.COM

EROTIC NUDE MASSAGE
CENTRAL LONDON, VICTORIA SW1 1AA

IN & OUT CALLS
TAO MASSAGE

ANDRES

07772909013

MASSAGE BY CUTE THAI BOY. 
WWW.SIAMBOYMASSAGE.COM 
07546 670 703.

PERSONAL TRAINING
RODRIGO

07725 653 471
PRACTICE IN SW1

SPORTS 
MASSAGE
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Film Change Twice A Week - 
Air Con Cinema

Membership FREE Open 11am - 7.45pm
42 Northdown Street, 

Kings Cross, London N1 9BP 020 7837 0188

Showing Adult Hardcore Gay Movies
Gay Cine Club

KAMAGRA 100MG
(ERECTION PILL)

20 FOR £30
40 FOR £40

100 FOR £80
200 FOR £140

BULK DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE.

ALSO AVAILABLE 
ORAL JELLY & 

THE WEEKENDER.
CALL 07972 696 294

LONDON

ROBERT
GOOD LOOKING,

HAIRY, 43 YEAR OLD
FRIENDLY, EDUCATED

& DISCREET

OFFERS RELAXING, 
SENSUAL, MASSAGE/

BODY SHAVING IN PRIVATE 
EARL’S COURT
APARTMENT 

OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

020 7370 0347
or 07721 452 959
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SENSUAL BODY ON BODY 
MASSAGING (SOHO) 07503 715 155

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM
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M OPEN MINDED
FORFEITS

DARES
STRIPPED

UNIQUE 
PERSONAL TRAINER

LIVE 1-2-1
LIVE GROUP CHAT
MAIL BOXES

3.9p     
PER MINUTE

INC.£20 OF
FREE CALLS 

WHEN YOU OPEN 
YOUR ACCOUNT

(PLUS YOUR 0207 
NETWORK CHARGE)

H A R D C O R E

USE YOUR FREE MINUTES TO GET FREE ACCESS 
TO 0207, THEN ONLY PAY AS LITTLE AS 3.9p 
PER MINUTE WHEN USING YOUR MOBILE.

CUT THE COST - USE YOUR CREDIT CARD

Service provided by qx magazine. Customer helpdesk number 0207 966 0018

MOBILE FRIENDLY

020 7966 2000



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM
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PROPER LITTLE FIT LAD. ATHLETIC, 
DEFINED, LOADS OF TATTOOS, HOT 
LITTLE ARSE. CENTRAL LONDON. ROB 
07446 966 143 

BOTTOM BOY 07445 747 424

FUCK MACHINE BOY FOR SERIOUS 
ARSE ADDICTS. FIT & HORNY 
34YO, BIG COCK & AMAZING ARSE. 
RESTRAINTS DILDOS FF & SLEAZE. 
CALL THOMAS 07815 899 394

BLACK HUNG COLOURS. 07961 615 690

TEXT BOX: £30 PER WEEK OR £45 FOR 2 WEEKS
PICTURE BOX: (WITH FREE WEBPAGE)

£40 PER WEEK
£60 FOR 2 WEEKS

OR £150 FOR 1 MONTH IN QX & QXMEN  
DOUBLE PICTURE BOX: (WITH FREE WEBPAGE) 

£70 PER WEEK 
£105 FOR 2 WEEKS

OR £250 FOR 1 MONTH IN QX & QXMEN 
CALL 020 7379 8040 OR 

EMAIL: CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM 

ADVERTISING RATES

HORNY SOUTH LONDON GEEZER. 
SLEAZY AS FUCK, GOT LOADS OF 
SPORTS KIT & INTO MOST STUFF. 
TOM 07815 899 394
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07747 459 259

NEW - JJ
6’3”, 95KG 
OF MUSCLE
10” EXTRA FAT, 
UNCUT
VERSATILE, 
BUBBLE BUTT
FRIENDLY AND 
RELIABLE

IN / OUT / TRAVEL

WWW.DIRTYSUPER.CO.UK

28Y FOR MATURE & YOUNG.
MASSAGE, SEX, CP, WS, DOM. PADDINGTON, 

24H, TEXTS IGNORED. 

TAREK  
07939 300 109

CUTE 
HUNG TOP 
ALGERIAN 

NEW ARAB BOY SOFIANE,26Y
HUNG CUTE TOP FOR MATURE 
AND YOUNG. (MASSAGE,SEX-

,WS,CP,HUGS,LOVE,ETC..)
BAYSWATER

07405 762 543
24/7, IN/OUT/HOTEL VISITS

TEXTS IGNORED

AL*
07445 299 934

UNCUT 9 INCH

Westminster    in / out
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OTHELLO 12”
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HORNY HUNG 
FUCKER

ALWAYS ROCK 
HARD  8.6 DICK

SMOOTH 
BUBBLED ASS
OPEN MINDED 

GUY

MATT  07 886 208 332
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GABRIEL 27
(NEW)

+44 7799 877 415

HOT & HORNY, LATIN GUY IN W2
OFFER FULL DISCREET 

VERSATILE SERVICE
IN/OUT/HOTEL/OVERNIGHT 

(24/7)
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COMTO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL RUSS ON 020 7379 8040 OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@QXMAGAZINE.COM

MARCUS
(NEW)

07864 612 789
(24/7).

DUO AVAILABLE.

21 YO
VGL

DISCREET SERVICE
8IN UNCUT

LANCASTER GATE TUBE

W
W

W
.Q

X
M

E
N

.C
O

M
/E

S
C

O
R

T/
00

99

STEVE SOHO
6’ TALL CZECH 

PICCADILLY CIRCUS
TUBE STATION
NAKED 
MASSAGE 
OR TOP
33.YO, 
8 INCHES 
UNCUT
MEDIUM 
MUSCULAR, 
VERY 
GOOD LOOKING
£130 IN
£150 OUT

07531 670 623

07528 434 627

TOM  
LEATHER MASTER

TOUGH
MUSCLED

MASCULINE
HUNG

WELL EQUIPPED
SEX ROOM WITH SLING

WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0006
WWW.GAYDAR.CO.UK/LEATHERMANTOM

CALL BEN
07890 235 524

BRITISH 
MIX RACE 

AVAILABLE 
IN/OUT CALLS 

24/7  

LEAN & TRIM 
BODY

ALSO FULLY 
QUALIFIED & 
EXPERIENCED MASTER 
MASSEUR &  
REFLEXOLOGIST. 
MASSAGE INCLUDED!
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MASSAGE EXPERT
£60/HOUR

24/7

IN/OUT
KENNINGTON

07840 514 144

MARCELO

8 INCHES
24 HRS, BAKER STREET

07568 505 175
www.gaydar.co.uk/...........-- 

(11dot,2 dash)

UP FOR WILD 
TIMES....

JASON 

MUSCLED 
BODY  
45C 30W  8.6”  
HARD. 
SMOOTH  
BUBBLE BUTT 

07
8 

86
2 

08
33

2

THE MASTER
WITH SLING
FULLY 
EQUIPPED 
PLAYROOM

WEST END

07799 682 165
WWW.MASTERKURT.COM  
WWW.QXMEN.COM/ESCORT/0022



VOICEMAIL BOXES

MEET GUYS
FROM ALL OVER THE UK

LIVE 1-2-1 CHAT

ONLY 5p per minute

0844 999 9999

BOYS OWN 18+

Over 18. Costs 5p per min at all times 
from a BT landline.
Other networks may vary.Helpdesk 
call 0344 820 0588

18+ Calls charged at BT Landline Rate of only 5p per minute 
at all times. Other Networks may vary.  Helpdesk: 0344 820 0587

man
hunt

5p

TM

Where real men hang out.

0844 999 8000
Direct access for only 5p per minute

Live 1-2-1

 per min

TO SUBSCRIBE TO QX CALL 
020 7379 8040

£39 FOR 6 MONTHS // £69 FOR 12 MONTHS  
WITHIN UK ONLY
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